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FLEET FACTS 

STRAAT COLOMBO, after completing a westbound 
HOSAS sai ling, entered ANZS at Capetown at the end 
of December. 

ANNOULA, a SAFS w estbound charter, was redelivered 
to o"wners at Port Elizabeth on 4th January. 

TRIANA, an " ASAS assistance cha rter" was redelivered 
to owners at San Nicolas (Argentina) on 12th January . 

STRAAT LUZON is being worked from ANZS through 
an extra NZEAS sa iling into HOSAS to perform the end 
February sa iling from the Far East . 

AS STRAAT LUANDA is unable to arrive at Hsinkang in 
January, T JITARUM proceeded from the Gulf to Hsinkang, 
via Bombay, Colombo and Singapore, to precarry the 
Hsinkang cargo support to Hong Kong. Here TJITARUM 
will now however connect with STRAAT T ORRES/ 67, 
following w hich t he latter wi ll return v ia Singapore to 
East Africa . STRAAT LU AN DA wi ll then be scheduled 
for the Febru ary Hsinkang berth and t hus switch w ith 
STRAAT TORRES/ 67. 

STRAAT FREMANTLE (ex ASIAN ENTERPRISE) entered 
SAFS at th e end of January. 

SITHONIA, FEWAS cha rter, was redelivered at Freetown 
on December 23rd. 

WANLIU, ANZS charter, was redelivered to owners at 
the end of December . 
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Our graphic illustration 

for the Year of the Rabbit 

is the work of 13-year o ld 

Suun Ho, daughter of a 

we ll-known Hong Kong 

gra phi c des igner. 

The rabbit takes over from 

the tiger on February 11th . 

Kung He i Fat Choy ~ 

OPERATION PHOTOGRAPH ! 

Friday January 3rd was the appointed day for operation 
photograph. Every individual work ing at lnterocean House 
was given an appointed place to stand when the shutter 
cl icked. Just under 500 people were involved and t he 
smooth arrangements were a tribute to someone's effi
cient planning and organisation. Readers w ho were not 
present on t his occasion will doubtless be interested to 
note that the pictu re wns taken from the top of the 
slide in the children's playground near the office building. 



OUD ROEST 
50 YEARS VERENIGING VAN OUD-EMPLOYE'S 

DER 
KON IN KLIJ KE PAKETVAART MAATSCHAPPIJ 

KPM 

Mr H.M . van der Schalk honorary member 
and honorary cha irman. 

It all started on the North Sea. 

In order to cope with the growing number of passengers 
on the "Grote Sneldienst" (Surabaya-Belawan Deli v .v.) 
KPM Lines had ordered the building of a luxurious and for 
t hose yea rs large passenger-vessel, t he s.s. " PLANCIUS". 

The t rial t rip took place on the North Sea in 1924 and 
Managing Directors of KPM had the good thought of 
inviting a number of pensioners for this trip . 

The joy of meeting again of old colleagues appeared 
great and the ties formed in the Far East still strong, so 
that even during this trip plans were contri ved not to 
leave it at that single gathering alone but to meet again 
on regular occasions . 

These were no idle plans, for they very soon led to t he 
foundation of the " Vereniging van Oud-Employe's der 
Koninklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij KPM " popularly 
k nown as " Oud Roest" and on November 16th 1974 t he 
celebration took place of the golden anniversary of an 
assoc1at1on ever active, proved by the fact t hat some 
450 members and their ladies sat at table. 

Among the guests invited by the Committee were Mr 
and Mrs H.M . van der Schalk in his capacity of former 
Managing Director of RIL, Mr & Mrs K. Dirkzwager, 
Managing Directo r of NSU Scheepvaart bv and the com
plete Committee of the siste r-union of RIL. 

Some former Managing Directors of KPM were also 
present . 

After an animated "borrel vooraf' t he guests went into 
dinner and spotted first of all the original menu w hich 
was designed as a wall -tile depicting s.s. " PLANCIUS". 

At the conclusion of his opening speech the Chairman, 
Captain A . de Best addressed Mr van der Schalk and 

offered him honorary-membership as well as the honorary
presidency of the association, expressing appreciation of 
t he va luable assistance Mr van der Schalk had given to 
t he association after the merger KPM / KJCPL in 1967 
and the warm interest in the weal and woe of KPM
pensioners of which he had always given evidence . 

In his reply Mr van der Schalk expressed his pleasure 
and gratitude in accepting this honour and he mentioned 
that he kept the best memories of the many contacts 
with the Committee he was now a part of. 

During the annual meeting, preceding the festive evening, 
3 more honorary members have been appointed viz. 
Capta in J .C.L. Boosman, former vice-chairman, Captain 
H.J . Scheffer, former t reasurer and M r G.J .M . Moussault. 

Other speakers were M r W. M . Hens, former president 
of KPM who mentioned the excellent mutual KPM-spirit. 
w hich became part icularly evident during the war, Mr 
G.J .M . Moussault (81) the only remain ing member since 
the foundation 50 yea r ago, now honorary member too, 
Captain M .J.E. Esser (93) the oldest member, pensioned 
in 1932, the management of Krasnapolsky expressing 
their appreciation for 50 years patronage, (as a token of 
w hich every guest received a souvenir) , Chief Engineer 
L.J . ten Haaf, who recited a poem and fi nally Captain 
E. de Vries. 

Dinner was frequently broken off by guests taking the 
dance-floor. the old Viennese Waltz being the favourite . 

Everyone can look back upon a dignified celebration. 
The Committee deserves all praise for this perfectly 
organised golden jubilee. And by the farewells nothing 
was more sure than that the "old rust" was very far 
from complete corrosion. 
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When Mr Yasui, Manager Accounts for Japan celebrated his 25th 
anniversary of service last August, he was presented with a 
memento by Mr v.d. Schatte Olivier . The two men are pictured 
here during the celebration. 

Mr Schatte Olivier is seen here at the send off for Mr M . M izumachi 
(centre) Westbound Controller, Japan Management, and Mr S. 
Nishioka (right) Director and Manager of Nagoya Eurobridge 
Agency Ltd. 

Mr K. Sakota and Mr S. Okada, Yokohama. 

Members of the Japan Management and Tokyo Branch. Standing, 
from left to right, Mr T. Funoh, Mr E. Osawa, Mr M . Ashikawa, 
Mr H. Ohgata. Front row, Mr Y. Fujimake, Mr Y. Nagashima, Mr 
K. Eguchi. 

24 

What • 
IS 

Mr v .d. Schatte Olivier. Deputy General Manager, Euro
bridge Ltd., Japan Management office, presented a 
memento of the RIL staff employed in Eurobridge Ltd. 
to Mr Yasui, Manager Accounts for Japan employed in 
the same organization , on occasion of t he celebration 
of Mr Yasui 's 25 years anniversary with the Company 
1/ 8/74. Is Eurobridge Organization as old as this? Euro
bridge Ltd. was formed 1/ 4/ 72 as General Agents for 
ScanDutch in Japan. Why Eurobridge was created and 
how it operates wi ll be explained in this article. 

The introduction of the container concept in the Europe/ 
Japan v .v . trade early in this decade necessitated the 
formation of container consortiums. One of the two major 
container consortiums was formed by th e ScanDutch 
group in April , 1972. As the name already indicates, the 
partners of this group are Nedlloyd and three Scandina
vian lines, viz. the East Asiatic Co.- (Danish), Swedish 
East Asia Co.- (Swedish) and Wilh . Wilhelmsen
(Norwegian) . In August, 1973 the French line, Cie. des 
Messageries Maritimes. also joined ScanDutch . 

The ScanDutch concept is one l ine and one organization 
throughout the world. Thi s required a drastic rationalization 
of the Agencies network, which in the past represented the 
individual lines concerned when independently operating 
their own services . In anticipation of the introduction of 
the container concept, the Scandinavians had already 
integrated their services and were operating as one group 
under t he name of "Scanservice"; Dodwell & Co .. Ltd. 
acted as their Japan agents. RIL represented the Du tch 
lines in Japan. It was decided that Dodwell and RIL would 
establ ish a joint organization in Japan to act as Agents 
for ScanDutch from April , 1972 onwards. Some 120 staff 
members who previously worked for Dodwell Shipping 
Division and 25 staff members from RIL, formed the 
nucleus of this new company which was given the 
appropriate name Eurobridge, characterizing the close 
assoc iation with the continuous flow of containers be
tween Europe and Japan. The operation of a full scale 
container service in addi tion to various conventional 
services which are still being operated by th e ScanDutch 
group nowadays, requires a total staff strength of Euro
bridge in Japan of nearly 250 persons. 

In line with the modern concept of transportation, in the 
Eurobridge Organization peculiar advanced names have 
been adopted for various new functions related to the 
container vessel operation. Naming a few, there is the 
" Logistics Command" ( Eurobridge is a peaceful and 
commerc ial enterprise but. of course, pursuing an aggres
sive marketing policy) , Container Freight Station Super
visor, Transport Coord inator. Westbound and Eastbound 
Controllers, etc. 

The Japan Management office which is located in Tokyo, 
comprises the following departments: M arketing, Logis
tics, Operation, Electronic Data Processing (so called 
EDP). Accounts and Personnel. The General Manager's 



Euro bridge? 
post is filled by Mr D. Reid of Dodwell Ltd . Mr H.K. v .d. 
Schatte Oliv ier is the Deputy General Manager for Japan. 

In the ports of Nagoya, Moji, Shimizu and Otaru, Sub
Agents look after the ScanDutch interests . AIL have a 
share in the Nagoya Agency, which has also adopted 
the trade name Eurobridge (Nagoya Eurobridge Agency 
Ltd .) but t his set-up is not an integra l part of the 
Eurobridge organization described in this article. 

All staff members with unfailing enthusiasm managed to 
overcome mounting difficulties which were encountered 
in the early stage when the 7 very large or so called 
"third generation" ScanDutch container vessels were 
gradually phased into service. In addition to the names 
mentioned above, we mention a few more names of RIL 
staff at present employed in the Eurobridge organ ization. 
Mr T .E. Henkemans is the Kanto Manager, stationed in 
Tokyo and supervises t he Tokyo and Yokohama Branch 
Offices as well as the Tokyo Logistics Centre . Mr Y . 
Nagashima is the Mark eting Manager for Japan and Mr 
T . Osada is t he Kobe Branch Manager. 

Mr G.E. Delle Vedove has just been assigned as Ka nsai 
Manager, supervising Osaka and Kobe. 

Mr Y. Nakao. 

Although the container operation is t he most important 
part of the ScanDutch venture, 6 conventional monthly 
services are sti ll ply ing between Japan and Europe partly 
as a back-up service for the container vessels catering 
for cargo less suitable to be containerized. Furthermore 
there are areas such as the Mediterranean, which cannot 
be covered with the container service and conventional 
vessels are employed in t his trade such as the well-known 
W-kerk vessels. 

Every ten days a container vessel calls at Japan, pro
ceeding to Rot terdam v ia the Panama Canal with a 
voyage duration of 21 days only . These 7 container 
vessels represent a total capacity of 23,000 20ft module 
slots. Total Westbound carryings from Japan in 1974 
are expected to be more than one mi llion freight tons. 

Japan, as one of the largest industrial and t rading nation s, 
is the most important sing le area for ScanDutch. Therefore 
Eurobridge has an important role in the un ique multi
national ScanDu tch organization. The results obtained 
for ScanDutch are gratifying and rightly all Eurobridge 
sta ff members are proud to be part of this new successful 
joint venture. 

Gathered around Mr T. Osada (seated) are the staff of the Kobe office. From left to right, 
M r M . Nakao, Mr K. Sha, Mr H. Wakita , Mr T. Asada, Mr K. Shimuzu, Mr S. Fujioka. 
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The description of Rotterdam-Euro
poort as the harbour on t he mouths 
of the Rhine and the Meuse is more 
t han a geographical fact. It is an 
indisputable reality in the whole busi
ness of transport between western 
Europe and the rest of the world. 

The volume of goods t ranshipped in 
Rotterdam-Europoort and carried by 
international Rhine and inland ship
ping play a major role in the port 
business of Rotterdam and are also 
significant for the economy of t he 
port's continenta l sphere of influence. 

The border-crossing Rhine and inland 
shipping w hich loads and unloads 
at Rotterdam accounts for over 90 
per cent of the overall transit trans
port per inland vessel, rail and road 
between the Continent and overseas 
countries via Rotterdam. And of this 
share Rhine shipping takes about 90 
per cent for its account. Such self
evident figures show conclusively 
that Rotterdam-Europoort is both a 
seaport and a typical Rhine and 
inland shipping harbour. The effects 
on overseas links are obv ious. 
Frequent sai lings to and from vir
tually all major ports in the world 
have had a beneficial effect on Rhine 
and inland shipping. 

The centre of commodity transport 
via Rotterdam-Europoort lies with 
the hinterland shippers and receivers . 
This may not apply to all container 
transport although the port plays a 
majo r role in this field. Without the 
Rhine the huge industrial develop
ment within t hi s river's sphere of 
influence would never have been 
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ROTTERDAM 
Euro
port 

possible and Rotterdam could not 
have become what it is today . It 
suffices to think of t he Ruhr, the 
chemical industries round Mannheim
Ludwigshafen and Cologne and the 
very large share of Rhine transport 
in Swiss raw materials imports. The 
existence of t his port, has been a 
decisive factor in the choice of a 
site for many enterprises in this 
hinterland. This relationship between 
Rotterdam and the Rhine-fructified 
hinterland has a long history. It has 
been maintained in spite of war and 
structural changes, modernisation 
and rationalisation in industry, t raffic 
and transport. 
Rotterdam, which is situated on the 
estuaries of ri vers of foreign origin, 
became a large and universal port 
of world significance in step with 
the flourishing of the Rhine and 
Ruhr industries, which occurred in 
the latter half of the last century . 
The years around 1870 saw major 
changes affecting the port's develop
ment. 

World transport and world trade 
were liberalised. For the first time 
in history this created the conditions 
for a genuine world economy. 

The Act of Mannheim, the first feat 
of integration voluntarily establ ished 
by West European States, con
solidated international freedom and 
equal rights on the Rhine 'from Basle 
to the high seas' . Steam propu lsion, 
which also came to development 
in Rhine and inland shipping, made 
it possible to transport the ever 
increasing volume of cargo. The 
establishment of the Reich finally 
put an end to import and export 
duties between the German states . 

At the same t ime t he New Waterway 
was established as an open mouth 
of t he rivers Rhine and Meuse, 
accessible to world shipping, while 
at Rotterdam the harbours and other 
equipment were expanded and mo
dernised in anticipation of coming 
developments. 



This gave c lea r shape to Rotterdam's 
task: the unloading of overseas raw 
and auxiliary materials and food
stuffs for the hinterland, and the 
loading of the products and semi 
manufactured goods from t he hinter
land. Rhine and inland shipping 
served as the great intermediary. 

This combinat ion of people, branches 
of industry and natural (including 
geograph ical) factors has proved 
fruitfu l for Western Europe which 
found in Rotterdam the great meet
ing-point of international maritime 
and inland sh ipping, a joint-cargo 
and distribution centre capable of 
major feats. By 1938 Rotterdam had 
outstripped all other Continenta l 
seaports. 

The changes in port history, transport 
and industry which have occurred 
since then may well be t he most 

fundamental ever, but the exrstmg 
interdependence between Rotterdam
Europoort and Rhine inland shipping 
continued to develop at an un
diminished rate on th e river and in 
the inland harbours, on the harbour 
sites, in the public warehouses and 
in the offices. 

The role played by inland shipping 
has left its mark on the infrastruc
tu re and further equipment of the 
port of Rotterdam. The harbour com 
plexes are for a large part equipped 
for the purposes of inland shipping 
transshipment. In other ports one 
usually finds huge railway yards. 
In Rotterdam too, the port industry 
and sites have their rai l (and road) 
connections, but to a relatively lesser 
extent. Yet there is no question of 
Rhine and inland shipping having 
been given a privileged position over 
other carriers in Rotterdam. 

The mutual significance of the Rot
terdam-Europoort harbour and Rhine 
and inland shipping can be shown 
statisticall y. 

Of the 82.2 mi ll ion tonnes of Rhine 
shipping handled in the three big 
Rhine-mouth ports in 1973, 76 .3 per 
cent went via Rotterdam, compared 
with a 16.3 per cent share for 
Antwerp and 7.4 per cent for Am
sterdam. 

The vo lume of general cargo annually 
carried by international Rhine ship
ping may be estimated at some 8 
million tonnes. For the rest rail, road 
and pipel ine t ransport are acquiring 
an ever larger significance in the 
exchange of goods w ith the hinter
land which is at least partially a 
result of the emergence of other 
up-to-date transport techniques in 
the Rhine-mouth harbour. 
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A Dutch buss of the 15th century . Stalwart 
square-rigged craft such as this w ere used 
to fish for herring i n t he North Sea. This 
version is a two-master . 

NORTHERN EUROPE 

Northern boatmen had sta rted out 
with the square sail, and for cen
turies were content to go on using 
it; it was a good all-around sai l for 
the boisterous breezes and seas they 
had to contend with . A square sa il 
is not at its best on the wind, of 
course, and manoeuvering through 
a harbour mouth or jockeying in 
narrow waters must at times have 
given trouble, but apparently never 
enough to stir t he stubborn seaman 
into making drastic changes. He 
knew about the lateen-lateeners 
from the Mediterranean were to be 
seen in many a northern harbour
but he wisely kept away from that 
basically fair-weather rig . 

Then, about A .D. 1400, after cen
t uries of standing still, c reative 
activity got under way, most of it 
in the Netherlands where the easiest 
-sometimes the only- way to get 
from place to place was by water. 
Holland, as elsewhere, had been 
making do with square sail s; her 
vast fl eet of those ancient herring 
boats called busses were all so 
rigged. But then, soon after 1400 
or so, Dutch boatmen had learned 
about the sprit rig . A century later 
they had the gaff rig . And, w ithin 
another century, they had the leg
of-mutton sail, which looks as if it 
fathered, the marcon i rig t hat reigns 
supreme in today's yacht harbours . 

Where did these sa ils come from ? 
The M ed iterranean had known the 
sprit in ancient times; did it live on 
and in the fifteenth century even
tually make its way to Holland ? In 
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ON BAY AND RIVER 

The ghayassah of the Nile car
ries an elongated lateen, tall 
enough to reach above the 
banks and catch the free
flowing breezes there. Boats of 
M alay are built with particular
ly fast lines, for the loca l winds 
are feeb le and variable, and 
with shallow draft, for bars 
block the river mouths that 
serve as ports. Dutch tjalks 
ca rry an abnormally short gaff; 
there is thus no danger that, as 
they g lide through the ca nals, 
the outboard end may brain 
an unwary cow or smash a 
waterside window. So it goes 
everywhere: in each body of 
w ater, sometimes in different 

areas within the same body, 
special factors determine the 
lines and rigs of the boats that 
use it. 

In these days, however, the 
process is finally com ing to a 
halt. This is the age of the 
engine, and that noisy and evil
smelling but effic ient creation 
of our times, the motorboat, is 
impervious to condit ions that 
dictated imperiously to its pre
decessors. The craft to be 
described were, by and large, 
in use up to the early part of 
this century; the motorboat 
has since riddled their ranks, 
and those left are limited, for 
the most part, to backward or 
arch conservative areas. 

History of sail 
the Far East, sails not unlike the 
leg-of-mutton had been in use for 
ages, and Hollanders were in these 
waters in numbers by the end of 
the sixteenth century; did some 
enterprising trave ller bring the sail 
back with him? No one can answer 
these questions for sure. 

With the gaff-sail we are on some
w hat firmer ground. Like the t rian
gular jib, it came into being re latively 
late, and all the credit for inventing 
it, so far as we can tell, goes to the 
Dutch. They devised two types, one 
with a long gaff and one w it h a 
short, and each apparently had a 
different origin. The long gaff seems 
to have come from t he sprit; it was, 
in effect, simply a half sprit running 
from throat to peak instead of from 
tack to peak . The short gaff, a great 
convenience for boats working in 
c rowded waterways, seems to have 
come from the leg-of-mutton. The 
first leg-of-muttons, laced t ightly to 
a rak ing mast, were set up to stay 
put; some ingenious boatman cut 
t he apex off and tied the short head 
he had created to a mere stick of a 
gaff w hich, like the headboard of a 
modern marconi, provided weight 
and st iffness, and thereby converted 
t he sa il into one that could be easily 
raised and lowered. 

The Dutch were just as ingen ious 
in designing hull s as sai ls . The water 
in and about Holland is shallow; any 
boats used there had to have very 
little draft . To compensate, to make 
them sha llow but w eatherly, ship
w rights gave t hem those two char
acteristics we commonly associate 
with Dutch craft, very broad beam 

and leeboards. Even larger types, 
bu ilt to sai l over open water, such 
as the Dutch ketch called a galliot, 
had the same two features. 

All these varied improvements did 
not blush unseen on Holland' s canals 
and bays . Each was swiftly adopted 
in other quarters, notably Scan
dinavia, England, and America . 

Leeboards and light draft were 
hardly of interest to the boatmen 
of Scandinavia, w ho had neither 
narrow canals nor shallow bays to 
worry about . Their main problem 
was strong winds and dangerous 
seas, and their solut ion was sturdy 
cl inker-built double-ended vessels 
w ith comfortable beam and draft. 
They rigged them for t he most part 
with a version of t he sprit , which 
t hey no doubt borrowed from the 
Dutch. The southern part of Norway, 
however, was an exception. The 
herring and cod fishermen working 
the coasts here stubborn ly stuck to 
a boat whose lines and rig went 
back to ancient Viking craft, a 
narrow and undecked double-ender 
propelled by a t all square sail when 
the wind blew from astern and by 
a dozen or so well-muscled oarsmen 
when it didn 't . Such boats were 
fast but also terribly wet and delicate 
to handle. However, with a skilled 
and strong man at the helm they 
could, like their forebears, go any
where and take any blow. 

English and Scots boatmen had a 
multitude of challenges to meet. 
They fished the same waters t he 
Scandinavians did so they, too, were 
looking for safety artd dependability. 



Dutch sprit- and gaff-rigged craft of the 17th century . In front 
an example of the sprit-rig and behind of the long-gaffed rig that 
probably developed from the sprit. 

A Dutch galliot of the early 19th century. Ships of this type 
carried cargoes from Holland over open water to England and 
other points in Europe. 

But. w hile their Scandinavian col
leagues had snug fjiords to put into, 
the En glish in numbers of places 
had nothing better than a beach. 
Moreover Britain , like Holland, had 
a network of inland wate rways, and 
t hese had demands of their own to 
make on the boatwrights. 

Where harbours were available, 
Scots and Eng li sh fishermen devel
o ped a series of fine, seaworthy 
boat s of all sizes, from modest one
masters to impressive three-masters. 
In rigging, the designers were partial 
to the efficient, handy, and depend
able dipping lug. The rig 's one great 
disadvantage, that tacking is a slow 
business since sail and yard must 
be lowered and reraised on t he lee
ward side of th e mast. meant little 
to t he fi sherm en; they were in no 
hurry. 

Launching from a beach, on the 
other hand, demands a very special 
kind of craft. Perhaps the best known 
of the type is th e famous "cable" 
of the northeast coast of England. 
The cables show clearly their Viking 
ancestry: t hey are long and lean, 
are driven by oars as well as sail, 
and are clinker-built for strength. 
But the cable has a few w rinkles all 
its own: there is a deep forefoot to 
enable the boat to dig in as it leaves 
the beach and hits the surf; the 
stern is fl at and, like th e Chinese 
junk and for t he same reasons, 
carries a rudder that reaches well 
below the hull ; and the Vikings' 
square sa il has g iven way to the 
handier dipping lug. 

The biggest, probably, of Eng land's 
beach boats were the t hree-masted 
luggers favored by the boatmen of 
Deal, Hastings, and other points on 
the south coast. The principal job 
of the Dea l luggers was to bring aid 
to ships seeking shelter in the area. 
Th is was no work for a cockleshell: 
th ese luggers were powerful craft 
all of forty feet in length and thirteen 
in beam; t hey sat in readiness on 
the beach, stern seawards and, when 
t he call came, were run down and 
thrust into the surf-and then hauled 
up again on their return . 

England's ri vers cannot match Hol
land's canals for diversit y of craft. 
but they have managed to produce 
some interesting types all t he same. 
Th e north-eastern streams sired the 
series of flat-bottomed sa iling barges 
called "keels" to haul coa l and other 
bulky goods. The most impressive 
were th e ones on the Humber, big 
fellows often sixty feet long and 
fifteen broad and able to carry 
seventy to eighty tons of cargo 
though drawing only five or six feet 
of water fully loaded. They were 
propelled by a huge, ta ll square sa il 
that reveals at a glance its Viking 
origin; above t hey carried a square 
topsail. Square sail s apparently ap
pealed to river boatmen; boats on 
the Loire in France, for example, 
were also so rigged. 

One of the most distinctive of all 
sa iling barges was the type used on 
the lower, reaches of the Thames. 
These were commodious craft, ob
viously of Dutch descent. w hich 
could run to one hundred feet in 

length; the rig was made up of an 
enormou s spritsa il plus topsails, jib, 
staysai ls, and a sprit mizzen that 
was o riginall y stepped in the rudder
head. " Drawing about 14 feet w ith 
their leeboards down w hen loaded, 
and able to float in two feet of 
water when light. t hese vessels are 
w ithout exception t he handiest cargo 
carriers in the world . They are fast 
to w indward, quick in stays, and 
handy in every point of sa iling in 
any w ind. W ith a crew consisti ng 
on ly of a man and a boy, you may 
meet them w it h all their rigging 
lowered on deck, at Hampton Court, 
or making their way, with sweeps 
out, through t he London bridges; 
with mast on end and the vane 
fluttering 70 feet above your head, 
among the fields of Kent, or work
ing under topsail up a placid c reek 
not wider than you r drawing room; 
with close-cropped canvas slashing 
around Dungeness in half a gale 
of wind or rolling up mid-Channel 
merrily ." 

Across the Channel, the lug rig 
outstripped all oth ers by a wide 
margin . The boatmen of France's 
northern shores worked out their 
own pet version, a standing lug
the type, hung with one-th ird of its 
surface forward of the mast, that 
convenient ly stays on t he same side 
of t he mast no matter what tack the 
c raft is on-with tall , distinctively 
square-headed sa ils. Most of their 
luggers have been three-masters, 
with a foremast well up in the bows, 
mainmast amidships, and mizzen aft. 
A ll t hree at times ca rry lug topsai ls, 
and fore and main can have even 
lug upper topsails. 
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Pictures 
and 
Story 
by 
Mr A. Meurs, 
Manager 
AccrajTema 

STRAAT 
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It doesn't often happen that three RIL vessels cal l at Tema at t he same time, 
let alone lying together. 

The weekend of November 16th and 17th was one of the busiest anyone in 
Tema can remember. 

'After telex exchanges between Durban and Representative in West Africa, 
Lagos and telephone conversations between Lagos and Accra, it was decided 
to double-bank Straat Mozambique and Straat Forcados at Tema, in order to 
expedite the despatch along the West African coast of both t he time-pressed 
Straat Mozambique, which had been awaiting a berth at Lagos for over a 
fortnight and the RIL charter Sithonia which could take Straat Mozambique's 
place at Lagos, thereby passing 55 wa iting ships and avoiding berthing delay 
(which at this time was up to 30 days) . 

Straat M ozambique arrived in Tema on November 13th followed by Straat 
Forcados on November 14th . During double-banking both vessels discharged 
their Tema cargoes and 1400 tons of genera l ca rgo (for Lagos) was t rans
ferred from Straat Mozambique to Straat Forcados. 
'On November 16th Straat Fresco also berthed at Tema to discharge 
general ca rgo and was laying alongside the next berth, making possible the 
accompanying pictures. All operations went well thanks to fine co-operation 
between shore and ships.' 

The only photograph requiring a little elaboration shows Chief Officer G. 
Ytsma (Straat Forcados) , Mr E.P. Barner (Supervisor, Tema) , Chief Officer 
L.C. Ammeraal (Straat Mozambique) and Captain J.G.M. Spijker (Straat 
Mozambique) . 

In the background a sl ing of Heineken Beer is being transferred from Straat 
Forcados to Straat Fresco to replenish exhausted stores for thirsty throats. 



------------- ---

La Pagode des Hollandais as i t is today 

THE 
DUTCH 
IN 

LAOS 

photographs 

and 

documentation 

by Jane Ram 
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The present day traveller to the 
land-locked kingdom of Laos can 
quite unconsciously follow the foot
steps of one of the most intrepid 
seventeenth century Dutch explorers. 
Gerrit van Wusthoff (1641-1642) 
journeyed mainly along the River 
Mekong, still the main artery of Laos 
today. Much of his trip was perilous 
in the extreme, but in his journal he 
noted observations of places and 
people that make interesting reading 
even after more than three hundred 
years . 

Many of the places mentioned in 
van Wusthoff's journal stil l exist, 
al though they have naturally changed 
a little in the intervening years . The 
most curious legacy of his v isit to 
Laos is to be found in the royal 
capital, Luang Prabang . Here at the 
temple still called La Pagode des 
Hollan dais (the Dutch temple) a 
carved door panel bears eloquent 
witness to the presence of Dutch 
merchants in the city in byegone 
days. 

One half of the door is decorated 
with graceful and seductive apsaras. 
The matching panel shows two 
Dutchmen in national costume, 
apparently trying to imitate the pose 
of the dancers opposite. It is said 

that the Dutch were generous sup
porters of Buddhist studies during 
their years in this part of the world . 

Paul Levy, a former director of the 
Ecole Francaise d'Extreme Orient. 
found portions of the journal of 
Gerrit van Wusthoff and published 
some extracts. The most interesting 
portions of Mr Levy's comments 
and the journal are reprin ted here. 

The Dutch went from Indonesia to 
Indochina where they founded trad
ing centres in Tanking, in Annam, 
and in Cambodia . In the latter coun
try, at Lovek, which was then the 
capital of the Khmer kings, the 
Dutch East India Company installed 
in 1616 a complete staff of mer
chants, under-merchants, assistants, 
etc . ... But during severa l decades 
the Company was to have great 
difficulty in keeping these centres 
going. Shortly before 1641 some 
Laotian merchants, after making the 
journey on board the ship of the 
famous Abel Tasman, had come as 
far as Batavia to sell there their cargo 
of benzoin and stick-lace. These 
merchants asked the Governor of 
the Indies to send a Dutch mission 
to their country. It was probably the 
Director of the Dutch trading-centre 
in Lovek who suggested the idea to 
them. 



The Apsaras -

The Laotians' proposal met with a 
prompt welcome from the General. 
He wrote a letter to the King of Laos 
and charged the under-merchant. 
Gerrit van Wusthoff, to deliver it, 
and at the same time to enquire into 
the commerc ial poss ibilities of the 
country . It was at this point, on the 
20th of July 1641, that a Dutch 
mission composed of its chief, Wust
hoff, two assistants, a barber and 
two servants, all of them Dutch, 
left Lovek for Vientiane w it h the 
Laotian merchant, Quan Montip, for 
guide, and accompanied by an inter
preter called lntsie Lannangh. The 
sampans on board which t he mis
sion set out had a cargo of various 
materials and cheap wares valued 
at t he exact sum of 6,601 florins 10 
cents; this included the va lue of the 
presents sent to His Laotian M ajesty. 

After leaving Phnom-Penh, then a 
mere market -town, the Lao-Dutch 
flotilla reached Sambabour a few 
days later. Here they changed boats 
so as to be able to face t he serious 
problem t he river was shortly to set 
them. 

Beyond Stung-treng t he difficulties 
were to beg in. First came the c ross
ing of t he w aterfa lls of Kh6ne, the 
"six holes through w hich the river 

And the Dutch m erchants 

pierces t he mountain between is
lands of stones . .. . " of w hich 
Wusthoff says that " half a mile off 
... the water makes a tremendous 
noise like a raging sea against t he 
rocks .... We were forced," he 
specifies, "to unload our wares 
from the boats and to carry every
t hing a distance of 2,600 paces; half 
way there is a pl ank fastened to a 
tree on which is written a notice in 
the Laotian and Cambodian lan
guages w hich separates the two 
count ries" . To t hi s very day, after 
t hree centuries, the frontier is the 
same! 

From Bassac onwards the Wusthoff 
mission was to meet w ith t he most 
amiable of welcomes, and for that 
matter they w ere never t hemse lves 
behindhand in retu rning gift fo r gift. 
sometimes even taking t he ini t iative. 
But to begin with t hey had to toil 
their way for a fortnight th rough 
the long passage of the Kemmarat 
rapids. During one hundred miles 
they had again and again to unload 
and tow th e canoes. After this they 
at length arrived at the main reach 
of the Middle-Mekong and naviga
tion became easy . 

On the fo llowing day, m the 
evening, by moon light. " Wusthoff 

and his companions reached Lakhon 
. wh ich t he Laotians hold", so 

he says, " to be a big city of great 
repute although it is scarcely twice 
the size of Phnon-pingh". Th is city 
was the residence of a great prince 
w ith whom the mission was to make 
ample acquaintance in Vientiane. 
Festivities corresponding to the mid
Autumn feast-days were being cele
brated at the time in Lakhon and 
the Dutchmen were inv ited to attend 
them. 

There is no point in relating 
them in detail." writes Wusthoff; 
" we attended the sermons in their 
chu rches and afterwards, when 
night had fa llen, we were present 
at their fireworks. The serv ice fo l
lows almost t he same pat tern as in 
Cambodia ... We wandered about 
all over the v illage afterwards bu t had 
difficulty in making our way through 
the streets w ith our servants be
cause of t he horrible fornications 
that were being committed every
where ". And honest Puritan mer
chant t hat he was, he concluded: 
"This c ity is undoubtedly the most 
shockingly pagan spot in all the 
world. You can pick up a lot of gold 
in it at a low price". 

( t o be concluded next m onth) 
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MEDAL MAN 
On December 12th last year Sergeant Tam Wing Chu 
(better known to most RIL-ers as a member of HK GMO 
Accounts Department} received an efficiency medal for 
12 years service in the Royal Hongkong Regiment (The 
Volunteers) . The Governor of Hongkong, Sir Murray 
Maclehose is seen here presenting the medal to Mr Tam 
at Sai Kung Camp. 

PERSONALITIES 
Mr F.J .A . Hens (Representative Director RIL K.K. , Tokyo, 
Japan) made a five-day business trip to Hong Kong, 
returning to Tokyo on December 9th. 
Mr 0 . Laman Trip ( HK GMO LB) attended the IKO 
seminar in Oslo from January 10th to 23rd . 
Mr J.B.A. Jonckheer ( HK GMO PZ) made a five-day 
business trip to Tokyo, returning to Hong Kong on 
January 17th. 
Mr B.J. van liemt (Personnel Director, NSU, Rijswijk) 
and Mr C.J. Bosch (Manager Personnel Department, 
N SUS, Rotterdam) made a one-week visit to Hong Kong 
from January 4th to 11th to discuss personnel matters. 
They returned to Holland via Tokyo. 
Mr J. Mazereeuw (HK GMO TO) flew to Singapore on 
business on January 17th. 
Mr K .A . de Vries (Manager Operations NSUS, Rotter
dam) and Mr F.J . van Amesvoord ( in charge of RIL 
services, Rotterdam) flew to Hong Kong on January 18th 
for one week of discussions and orientation in connec
tion with the current re-organ isation . 
Mr J. Frieszo ( HK GMO Manager Group Accounts 
Department) flew to Holland at the end of January . He 
will spend one month in Rotterdam in connection w ith 
the clos ing of the financial yea r and the integration of 
RIL and Nedlloyd. 
Mr G.D.M. Boot ( HK GMO General Manager) flew to 
Singapore on January 28th to lecture at a chartering 
seminar, organ ised by ECAFE Bangkok and sponsored 
by the Netherlands Government, on t he subject of 
" Incidental liner time chartering t o implement a sailing 
schedule". He returned to Hong Kong on January 31st. 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

4th Engineer P.H. de Kroon (leave) to Miss Junko Sugiyama at 
Tokyo on July 22nd. 
M r A .K. Richardson (M elbourne) to M iss Susan Janile on Septem
ber 27th. 
Miss Yau Sai Fun (HK M H) to Mr Lee Fook W un on September 
29th. 
3rd Engineer D. v.d. Pol ( leave) to Miss J ose Leonore Hoenselaar, 
at A lk maar, on December 1Oth. 
2nd Engineer G.J. Leuning (Safocean Amsterdam) to Miss Rina 
Carsouw, at Hoogezand, on December 13th . 
2nd Engineer H.A.C. Hauer (leave) t o M iss Goosje Bos, at Deflzijl , 
on December 20t h. 
3rd Engineer W . le Clercq (leave) t o Miss Vera Thoben, at 
Nijmegen, on December 24th. 
Mr E. Raica (Royal A ir) Sao Paulo to Miss Ester da Silva on 
January 13th. 
Miss Lee Chi M an (HK GMO GAD ) to M r Chen Kon Man on 
January 18th. 

New Arrivals 

Mr Lau Yung Kun (HK M H) a son, Lau Tak Leung, on October 3rd. 
Mr Wong Shik Hei Kenneth (HK GMO A CC 2) a son, W ong Ka 
Hoo, Eric, on December 9th. 
3rd Engineer M .A . Brons ( leave) a daught er, Johanna Francisca 
M aria, on December 14th. 
4th Engineer J .W . Hermans ( leave) a daught er, Yvette, on Decem
ber 26th. 

MAIDEN VOYAGE 

When the AAE container vessel Asian Renown made 
her maiden voyage at t he end of last year, she called 
briefly at Hongkong. On December 22nd Captain L. Taylor 
was presented with a commemorative silver cigarette 
box. His wife received a beautiful bouquet of flowers 
to mark the occasion . This photograph was taken at t he 
celebratory party. 



Mr Kasteleijn in Ghana 
As the final stage in his tour of Africa Mr Kasteleijn paid 
a t hree-day visit to Ghana. Among other things this 
enabled him to visit the Volta Alum inium Company at 
Tema. On the fina l day Mr Kasteleijn , accompanied by 
Mrs Kasteleijn, Mr Chr. Moes. Mr and Mrs A . Meurs 
flew to Takoradi. From there the party t ravelled by car 
to see t he famous Elmina Castle. the most ancient castle 
in Ghana, built by the Portuguese in 1482. It was cap
tured by t he Dutch in 1637 and ceded to the British in 
1872. 

Obviously enjoying hi s visit to Ghana is Mr G. Kasteleijn, 
photographed here at Va lco's office, Tema. Left. Mr A . 
Meurs. Manager Accra/Tema. M r C.D. Davies. Traffic 
Manager. Valco and Mr Kasteleijn. OPERATION INTEGRATION 

Home away from Home 

Readers visiting Melbourne may be interested to know 
that Rienus Jansen. well-known as a ship-chandler 
supplyi ng Dutch vessels. has written to tell us about the 
home away f rom home provided in the city. Mr Jansen 
has persuaded the Limburger Kangaroos-a Carnival 
Society with their own clubhouse-to open their facilities 
to all Dutch seafarers. 

Dutch bi lliards. ballroom dancing lessons and card games 
are among the attractions Mr Jansen l ists. Dutch and 
Indonesian delicacies are ava ilable and prices are con
siderably lower than those found elsewhere. Special 
events during the year include the Carnival Ball, 
Christmas Dinner and New Year's Eve Ball, Aldewieven
Ball. Herring biting with Dancing and the 'crowning' of 
the Carnival Prince . 

The Manager of the Clubhouse is Mr Leo Schoenmakers. 
Mr Jansen writes. "a genial and jovial man who hails 
from Limburg. Many from all provinces of Holland now 
visit the club but the spirit and joking larks are more 
in the Limburg style ." The Club is about 14 mi les from 
the port, but easi ly reached by train . It is located at the 
corner of Perry Road and Tyers Lane in the suburb of 
Keysborogh. Telephone 7982046. M anager's number 
7982046. 

To enable the new integrated liner management of NSU 
in Rotterdam ( NSUS) to start work on schedule. a 
special task force was set up in RIL's former Head 
Office in Hong Kong in October 1974. 
The task force. consisting of Executive Staff representing 
each department affected by the integration. set about 
the mammoth task of transfering activities previously 
carried out in Hong Kong to Rotterdam. Through weekly 
meetings t he group coordinated their activities, and kept 
in touch with Rotterdam . To give you some idea of the 
work involved. they had to take stock of the entire 
documentation of each department, hand le some 10,000 
subject files and amend countless manuals. A l l th is in 
add it ion to the normal daily routine . 
Their task was completed on 1st February when the 
fi rst departments of the NSUS in Rotterdam became 
operational. 

Thank you 
Captain F.W. Kapt1jn (Straat Honshu) has asked us to 
pass on his thanks to colleagues and friends around the 
world for their telegrams and telexes on the occasion 
of his recent 25th service anniversary celebration. The 
ann iversary was celebrated twice- once on board ship 
and a few days later in Singapore. Captain Kaptijn writes 
that he received so many valuable mementoes that he 
would not mind celebrating the occasion once or twice 
more! "Sorry for any misspelling." he wrote to the RIL 
Post. "I am still a little bit shook up. So apparently is 
a certa in telex operator who cabled one of the cong ratu
latory messages with among other names that of a 
ce rta in Mr Muloch However . . . . " 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
Personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr H. Schrijver Appr. Engineer 

PROMOTIONS 

Our congratulations to the following officers, who were 
promoted to 5th Engineer: 

Mr R.C.M . van Haasteren 
R.P.A. van Ketel 

as from 

and as from January 1st 1975: 

To 2nd Officer 

To 4th Engineer 

Mr Th.P. van der Heyden 
.. J .M . Hoogesteger 
.. 0. van Foeken 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

30-11 -74 
4-12-74 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr H. Andre de Ia Porte 2nd Officer 

" R. de Jongh 

" 
J .R.L. Lucassen 3rd 

" C.J. Weststrate .. P. van der Ent 4th .. G.A.J . Knoops .. R.C. Rijsmus 

" R. Wilting 

" W .G. Alberda 2nd Engineer 
J . van Laar 
H.C. Versluis 
H.B. Wiersma 
W.F. den Dulk 3rd 
J .F. Nienhuis 
A. Duitemeyer 5th 
R.T. t en Have 

" R.P.A . Ketel 

" R. Li ppens .. H. Vogelpoel 

LEAVE 

Mr J. L. Bakels Chtef Officer 
.. J .P. Goossens 

R. Hoi 
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A . Kruger 
R. Reitsma 
R.J. Vleerbos 
R. Dasia 2nd 
F.R. Ka leveld 
J .A.J.P. van Riet 
A. E. Rouffaer 
J .G. van Oelden 3rd 
W.H.D. Fockema Andreae 
M .F. Huiskens 
L.A. Oosthu izen 
H.R. Bosch 4th 
C.F. de Rijk 
G.C. Verwey 
A .J . Smit s 2nd Engineer 
J.N. Sol 
Tj . Veenst ra 

I 7- 1-75 
I 13-11 -74 
Th II 19-12-74 
II 16-12-74 
Ill 2-12-74 
Ill 19-11 -74 
Ill 25-11 -74 
Ill 17- 9-74 
Cl 11-12-74 
c 29-11 -74 
c 6-12-74 
c 11-12-74 
c 21-12-74 
B 19-12-74 
A 19-11-74 
A 18-12-74 
A 4-12-74 
A 12-12-74 
A 19-12-74 

Mr C.J .M . Boerma 
.. A .H.J. Buchner 
.. G.J. van de Haar 
.. J .S. Hooglander 
.. J . Kools 
.. R.C. Lammeree 
.. J .G. de Rooij 
.. H.C. Visser 
.. A .M . Zandee 
.. F.E. Folkerts 
.. G.B. Huybens 
.. C.J . Zomerdijk 
.. D.A . Zuiderhoek 
.. P.J . Vink 
.. P.G. van den Braken 
.. P.C. de Moor 
.. L. Poort 

J . Rouwenhorst 
.. K.P. Schijff 

P.C. Bates 

Those who returned are: 

Mr H.W . Lijding 
.. F. Monteiro 
.. J .G. Ormel 
.. J .W . Swaving 
.. R. van Wi ll igenburg 

.. D.F. van Woerdekom 

.. P.H.M . Bosman 

.. P.C. Klaassen 

.. F.C. Leliard 

.. R. Rijckaert 

.. H.K.Ch.B. Veenhuysen 

.. F.D.R.L.A . Berger 

.. A .M . Lunenburg 
A.J. Muys 
J .Ch. Roelse 
F.J . Smelik 
F.C. Charbon 
F.A.W . Keyzer 
W. Kunst 
A .J . van der Linden 
B.J. Visser 
G.L. Leuning 

.. E.H. Schiffer 

.. E.B. Saalmink 

.. H.B. Wiersma 

.. J.L.M. Geuskens 

.. J.F. Nienhuis 

.. A.C.R. Schreuders 

.. J .P. Schroeder 

.. C.C.O.J . Teulings 

.. Ch.J . Bakker 

.. F.M.S.M . Elshout 

.. B.A.J . Mes 
A. L. I" An nee de 

Betrancourt 
E.Ch.W. Baars 
F.C.M. van den Brand 
F.J . Esser 
R.Th. ten Have 
J. Hendrikse 
R.P.A. van Ketel 

.. M . Levert 

.. R. Lippens 

.. A.J.C.H. Reynen 

.. S. H.M. van Schie 

.. J .J.M . van de Ven 

.. H. Vogelpoel 

.. Th.M. W assmer 

.. R. W eerman 

.. E.J . Weitjens 

.. G. Wiegmann 

3rd Eng ineer 

4th 

5th 

" 
Appr. 

Chtef Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted to: 

Straat Luanda 
Straat Clarence 
Straat Korea 
Straat Rio 
Grecian Isles 

(Supercargo) 
Safocean Adelaide 
Safocean Auckland 
Straat Torres 
St raa t Van Diemen 
Straat Napier 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Franklin 
Straat A lgoa 
Asian Endeavour 
Straat Korea 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Napier 
Straat Holland 
Straat Lombok 
Safocean Amsterdam 
St raa t Clarence 
Asian Endeavour 
Safocean A uck land 
Straat Bali 
Asian Endeavour 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Kobe 
Straat Singapore 
Straat Singapore 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Fi ji 

Straat Chatham 
Straat Auck land 
Straat Florida 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Torres 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Algulhas 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Futami 
Straat Bali 
Straat Holland 
Asian Ensign 
Safocean Adelaide 
Safocean A lbany 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Hobart 



TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain J .Ch. Beynon. Master of STRAAT NASSAU went on 
home leave. 

Captain D.C.M. van der Kroft was posted to STRAAT NASSAU 
following home leave. 

Captain M.J. Taal, Master of SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM went on 
home leave. 

Captain G. van der Spoel was posted to SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM 
following home leave. 

Captain G.J . Noe, Master of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE went on home 
leave. 

Captain W. Mieog was posted to SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE following 
home leave. 

Captain H.L. van Dam, Master of STRAAT BALl went on home 
leave. 

Captatn H. Koch was posted to STRAAT BALl following home 
leave. 

Captain D.J . Smit, Master of STRAAT KOREA went on home leave. 

Captain J . de Jong was posted to STRAAT KOREA foll owing 
home leave. 

Captain J .A. Haringsma, Master of STRAAT KO BE went on home 
leave. 

Captain J.J . van Nus was posted to STRAAT KOBE following 
home leave. 

Captain W .F. Klute, Master of STRAAT LAG OS went on home 
leave. 

Captain G.P. Proper was posted to STRAAT LAGOS following 
home leave. 

Captain G. Verkerk, Master of STRAAT JOHORE went on home 
leave. 

Captain H. Pronk was posted to STRAAT JOHORE following 
home leave . 

Chief Engineer N.M . Meinsma was posted to STRAAT HON G 
KONG following home leave. 

Chie f Engineer C. Ligtenberg of STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE went on 
home leave. 

Chief Engineer W.H. van der Poel of STRAAT KOREA was trans
ferred to STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE. 

Chief Engineer A . Geurts was posted to STRAAT KOR EA followi ng 
intermediate leave. 

Chief Engineer A . Fortgens of STRAAT KOBE went on home leave. 

Chief Engineer J . Schat of STRAAT MADURA was transferred to 

STRAAT KOBE after the delivery of STRAAT MADURA to her 
new owners. 

Chief Engineer H.L. Uijl of STRAAT CLARENCE went on home 
leave. 

Chief Engineer E.M . van de Ven was posted to STRAAT CLAREN CE 
following home leave . 

Act. Chief Engineer H. Jansen of STRAAT CHATHAM was trans 
ferred to STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE as 2nd Engineer. 

Chief Engineer R.F. Schols was posted to STRAAT CHATHAM 
following intermediate leave. 

Chief Engtneer H.B. Visser of STRAAT LAGO S went on home 
leave. 

Chief Engtneer J .A . PrUIJt was posted to STRAAT LAGOS fol
lowing home leave. 

Act. Chief Engineer R.C.L. Camphorst o f STRAAT SINGAPORE 
was t ransferred to ASIAN ENSIGN as 2nd Engineer. 

Chie f Engmeer J.J .A . Guitoneau was posted to STRAAT SINGA
PORE following home leave. 

Chief Engineer F.L.Th.M . Pietersma of STRAAT LOM BOK went 
on home leave. 

Chief Engineer H.J.G.A . Otten was posted to STRAAT LOM BOK 
following home le<Jve. 

Captain L.P. Weststrate. Master of STRAAT TORRES went on TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 
home leave. 

Captain G.J . van der Heiden was posted to STRAAT TORRES Mr H. Noort was transferred from HK GMO t o Durban after 
following home leave. subsequent home leave. 

Act. Captain F. Monteiro , Master of STRAAT MADURA went on 
home leave after the delivery of the vesse l to her new owners. 

Chief Engineer J .J . Pieterse of STRAAT FRAN KLIN went on home IN MEMORIAM 
leave. 

Chief Engineer J .H.M . van Miltenburg was posted to STRAAT 
FRAN KLI N following home leave. 

Chief Engi neer W . van Dam of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE went on 
home leave. 

Chief Engineer J. Verdonk was posted to SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE 
following home leave. 

Chief Engineer B.J . Bouwman of SAFOCEAN A UCK LAND went 
on home leave. 

Chief Engineer G. Zweegman was posted to SAFOCEAN A UCK
LAND following home leave. 

Chief Engineer J.C. Meulenberg of STRAAT HONG KONG went 
on home leave. 

It is with much regret that w e report the deat hs of t he 

follow ing:-

G.F. Rehatta (retired employee KPM) on December 17th, 

at Hengelo, aged 68. 

J .P. Du Bois (retired Chief Engineer RIL) on December 

15th, at Heemstede, aged 61 . 

A . van der Palm (retired Captain KPM) on December 
24th, at M allorca, aged 72. 
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THE 
HOSPITAL 
SHIPS OF RIL 
by Captain C. Baak (retired) 

The Dutch did not possess the big
gest battleship in world war II , but 
Holland had the honour of operating 
the largest and fastest hospital ship 
in the world. It was the 26 knot. 
21,000-ton luxu ry liner Oranje of 
the Nederland line. She admitted 
no fewer than 32.460 patients. Be
sides this enormous figure. countless 
out-patients attended the ship for 
various reasons . 

What did RIL do in this respect? As 
we all know. RIL was formed by 
the amalgamation of KPM and JCJL. 
These two companies suffered stag
gering losses in ships and personnel. 
In two black. horrible months alone 
back in 1942, 69 ships perished, 
ranging from coasters to ocean
going sh ips with an appalling loss 
of life. More ships were sunk later. 

Despite these huge losses t he two 
companies mustered a fleet of six 
troop transports with a total troop 
carrying capacity of over 15,000, 
plus a considerable number of gen
eral purpose - and cargo vessels of 
diverse tonnages. several of which 
had a troop capacity of one thou
sand. 

Less generally known is the fact 
that KPM / JCJL also supplied half 
a dozen hospital ships as shown in 
the following table: 

Name 
I House 

flag 
-1 

Tjitjalengka I JCJL 

Op Ten Noort KPM 

Tasman 

Maetsuycker 

Ophir 

Melchier Treub 
! 

*estimated 
38 

The hospital ship career of JCJL's 
flag ship is an interesting one. She 
began her new role in October 1942 
by transporting a full complement 
of invalids to Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
after w hich she was base hospital 
ship at Freetown (Sierra Leone) for 
about three months. She then served 
for two years in the Indian Ocean 
and was seen in many ports and 
islands in that area . She departed 
for Sydney in February 1945 and 
served from then on in the Western 
Pacific Ocean. 

HMHS Tjitjalengka sailed into Tokyo 
Bay behind the allied battleships 
wh ich had their big guns trained 
over port and starboard sides . 

She then proceeded to Yokohama 
to embark a full complement of 
prisoners of war. bound for Auck
land. New Zealand and continued 
her voyage to Wellington and Syd
ney where the ship had a general 
overhaul. Refreshed, she went via 
Hong Kong to Shanghai to pick 
up about 200 persons of various 
nationalities. En voyage to Madras 
more invalids we re embarked at 
Singapore. All Asian patients were 
landed at Madras and Colombo after 
which she proceeded to Durban 
were a number of TB cases dis
embarked. Then on v ia Capetown 
to Liverpool, on the way landing 
some Portuguese (who came on 
board in Shanghai) at Madeira. From 
Liverpool the Tjitjalengka sailed for 
London where she was handed back 
to the Netherlands Government in 
February 1946 and hence to JCJL. 

There is a popular belief that hospital 
ships are havens of peace and safety 
in a world of mass killing , maiming, 

wounding and grand scale destruc
tion . Nothing is further from the 
truth . 

No banner flies over a nobler work 
of mankind than the Red Cross 
flag; it is a symbol of amity and 
goodwill. At the same time no flag 
is more disregarded and abused 
by unscrupulous commanders who 
often act in defiance of t heir own 
Governments ' order and Interna
tional Law. on land as well as on 
the High seas . 

The f ive sh ips of KPM are to the 
best of my knowledge the largest 
number of hospital ships ever sup
pl ied by a single shipping company 
in the 2nd world war. 

Any ship can of course be converted 
into a hospital sh ip, for even half a 
dozen Liberty ships were trans
formed to hospital ships . Our ships 
however were particularly suited as 
hospital ships in tropical waters. 
since they were all passenger ships. 
especially built for service in the 
tropics and well-provided with big 
windows and large diameter port
holes. The wind could blow right 
through all parts of the ship which 
was a real boon in t hose days w hen 
air conditioning at sea was almost 
unknown. Another advantage were 
the teak decks all over. Some of 
the ships had even the upper tween 
deck teak covered. Anyone who has 
travelled in tropical seas knows the 
blessing of a teak deck as about the 
best heat insulator, apart from the 
pleasant feel of moving about on it. 
The ships were eminently suited for 
inter-island service in the Pacific 
war area. 

Year I Gross Speed Number of hospital I Converted to 
built tons knots beds/ cots hospital ship 

1939 10,972 15 504 July 1942 

1927 6,076 16 430* Jan. 1942 

1921 4,992 12t 335* End 1942 

1937 4,131 14t 310* End 1942 

1928 4,11 5 15 346 July 1942 

1912 3,242 14 296 Oct. 1943 

To be concluded 
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