
R I L Post 

Volume 22 Number 1 A monthly staff publication of Royal lnterocean Lines 



NEW YEAR'S MESSACE FROM 

MANACINC DIRECTORS 

The year that lies behind us is one which none 
of us will ever forget. The year started under 
the cloud of the world energy crisis, but thanks 
to swift action and adaptation to changed cir
cumstances, we have weathered the storm and 
sai led through 1974 with all colours flying . 

We have been spared major calamities and our 
thanks go to all officers and crew who serve on 
the fleet for their unrelenting efforts to maintain 
the high standard of cargo care, safety and 
reliabi lity which have always been our major 
selling points. 

As a result of the rapid changes taking place 
in the world at present, the flexibility of our 
organization has been heavily taxed during 1974. 
Our special appreciation goes to our staff ashore 
for the way in which they have managed to cope 
with all the problems which have occurred. 

Following changes in the world, the year 1974 
has also been a year of major change in the 
history of RIL. During this year many hours of 
discussion have led to the ultimate decision 
that, to be able to meet growing competition 
and ever increasing costs it is essential to 

FLEET FACTS 

Having been seriously delayed first in Japan and later in 
East Africa, STRAAT KOBE/13 and STRAAT KOREA/ 15 
could not return to Japan in time to give the scheduled 
sailings, in early December and late December, respec
tively. 

Consequently the EAFS schedule was rearranged so that 
STRAAT KOBE/14 sailed from Japan only in mid Decem
ber, STRAAT KOREA/16 will sail in early February and 
STRAAT RI0/44 in early March. 

In view of overwhelming congestion delays at Mombasa, 
STRAAT TORRES/66 will discharge only at Dar-es
Salaam and Zanzibar. Cargo to Mombasa has been 
transhipped to STRAAT KOBE/14. 
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consolidate the management of the two liner 
compan ies, Nedlloyd and RIL. This decision has 
affected the lives of all of us and most of us 
view the decision with a feeling of nostalgia. 
In writing this New Year's message we cannot 
escape the thought that this will be the last 
time that we address you from Hongkong. Our 
thanks go to all of you who have served for 
short or long periods and have helped so much 
to develop RIL into the healthy and efficient 
organisation which it is today. 

With the advent of 1975, RIL will become part 
of the NSUS and we feel confident that a new 
era will commence in which the liner activities 
of the NSU will continue to expand. From our 
new, consolidated position we shall be able to 
face the problems with combined strength. The 
ships will continue to ply their well known 
routes and the flag will remain flying high to 
show proudly our unchanged spirit. 

We have no doubt that everyone at sea and 
ashore will continue to serve the company in 
the same enthusiastic manner as in the past and 
to conclude this message we should like to wish 
everyone a successful and happy 1975. 

TJITARUM- will proceed from the Gulf to Singapore 
to undergo DMO. Further employment pending. 

TOLMIDIS and ARISTOVOULOS, HOSAS and SAFS 
charters, were both redelivered to owners in South 
Africa in December. 

STRAAT BALl after completing a SAFS voyage in 
December will perform a round voyage for HOSAS. After 
completing this voyage in March STRAAT BALl is to 
be reposit ioned in CHIWAS. 

HOSAS- as f rom STRAAT BALl / 52, Reunion will be
come a discharge port. 



From left to right , seated:-Messrs Ko Fuk-pui, Cheung Wah, van Kretschmar, Mrs van Kretschmar, Messrs Tsui Tsan, Tsoi Ying. 
Standing:-Messrs Leung Kai, Tse Tak-wah, Chan Yin, Wong Kam-pui, Lo Kit-hong, Chow Tai-yan, Ho Tai-so, Ngai Chi-kin, Wong 
Wah-keung, Cheng Ah-tim, Lam Cheung, Leung Yung, Yan Man-wui, Kong Yuen-fong, Lau Ling, Mak Kam-kwong . 

It must have been the best kept 
secret of the year. When the Hong 
Kong Chinese crew of AIL vessels 
decided to present souvenirs to 
Managing Director Jhr C.L.C. van 
Kretschmar they made the most 
elaborate arrangements. They want
ed to honour his 25th anniversary 
of last February and also to give 
him a souvenir for his impending 
retirement. An unusual painting of 
t he famous Chinese poet Lau Ling 
and a magnificent silver punch bowl 
set were chosen by the crew repre
sentatives. A small number of guests 
attended the intimate gathering in 
the Managing Directors ' Mess Room 

PRESENTATION 

on December 12th - a truly auspi
cious date according to the best 
authorities, we were assured by 
Crew Department Manager, Mr S. 
Woo. Fortunately 21 senior petty 
o fficers were on leave in Hong Kong 
at the time and were able to make 
the presentation personally . 

Brief speeches were made by the 
chief representative, Mr Tsui Tsan 
and No. 1 Fireman, Mr Ko Fuk Pui. 
Mr Lo Kit-hong told the story of 

Lau Ling . Mr van K retschmar was 
obvious ly very touched by the occa
sion and made a sincere and moving 
reply to the representatives. The 
enti re event took 10 months to 
prepare and as guests admired the 
punch bowl they understood why. 
The names of all the 26 ships 
manned by Hongkong seamen were 
engraved on the bowl. Furthermore 
each man had autographed a small 
book wh ich was also handed to Mr 
van Kretschmar. Cine camera flood
lights and a positive battery of 
camera flashes made the party a 
truly memorable and unique event 
for all present. 

From left to right:-Messrs Wong Kam-pui , Chow Tai-yan, 
Willems, Veltman, Cheung Wah, Postuma, Ho Tai-so, van 
Kretschmar , Mrs van Kretschmar. 

From left to right.·-Messrs Boot, Lo Kit-hong, Tsoi Ying, Lau 
Ling, Tse Tak-wah. 
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ROTTERDAM 
The city of Rotterdam is situated in 
the delta of the Rhine and the M euse. 
It derived its name from a stream 
cal led the Rotte. Its development as 
a port began towards the end of the 
16th centu ry . Since Amsterdam did 
not immediately join in the revolt 
against Spanish domination, many 
ships avoided the Zuyder Zee and 
docked at Rotterdam instead. 

At the beginning of the 19th century, 
Rotterdam, which was already an 
important port, took a decision that 
well illustrates the shrewd, practical 
character it so often demonstrated 
in later years : the New Waterway 
was constructed right through th e 
polders and dunes to the Hook of 
Holland, and the New Meuse, one 
of the arm s of the Rhine, w as 
widened so as to make it easier for 
navigation . As a result, Rotterdam 
acquired a more direct, open link 
w ith the sea, usable by very large 
vessels. 

This was the step that made possible 
Rotterdam 's enormous expansion: 

with in fifty years t he city had become 
the world's largest port. (Present 
population 730,000) . During that 
period the harbour underwent great 
changes. 

Rotterdam 's transhipment business 
has declined in importance compared 
with the pre-war years, when 76 
per cent of all goods tran sport was 
bound for the hinterland. On the 
other hand, industry has strength 
ened the basis of Rotterdam 's 
economy: the city continues to 
grow in importance as a centre of 
oil refining and as a producer of 
many chemical and petrochemical 
products. In 1938 three million tons 
of mineral oil s were imported; by 
1965 the figure had risen to 66 
million tons. More than half of this 
quantity (approximately 37 million 
ton s) is handled by the Rotterdam 
refineries. 

Large-sca le works had to be carried 
out to meet the rapid expansion. 
In 1952 t he Botlek Scheme wa s 
started; it currently provides accom
modation for ships of up to 60,000 
tons . Six years later excavations 
were begun on the huge Europoort 
Project. Giant vessels of 130,000 
tons can now be docked there . 

A large number of industries (some 
of them foreign) have been estab
li shed in these areas. In 1966, 28,500 
seagoing vessels ca lled at Rotter
dam and loaded/ unloaded more th an 
130 mi llion tons of goods. Nearly 
300 scheduled se rvices link the city 
w ith all the world 's main ports. 

Rotterdam has taken steps to meet 
every demand that shipping and in
dustry may make, especially relating 
to the European Economic Commu
nity. 

Top left: The Coo/singe/, one of the main 
arteries of Rotterdam's new city centre . 

Left: Rotterdam Harbour- the chief source 
of the city's prosperity. 

T op Right: The Church of St. Laurens dates 
from the fifteenth century. It was exten
sively damaged during World W ar II and 
restoration w ork took 16 years t o complete. 

Right: Rotterdam is a centre of learning
particularly in economics and sociology. 
The new buildings of the Netherlands 
School of Economics shown here were 
completed in 1970. 



There is little in the appearance of 
the town to remind one of t he past 
since t he whole of the former cent re, 
w hich was razed to t he ground by 
bombs in the Second World War, 
has been replaced by an impressive, 
modern centre. 

Two very fine statues attract special 
attention. One represents the great 
humanist Desiderius Erasmus, who 
was born in Rotterdam in the 16th 
cent ury. Thi s statue, dating from the 
17th century, stands in the heart of 
the city. The oth er is a bronze by 
the famous modern sculptor, Ossip 
Zadkine, symbolizing t he resurgence 
of the town, still bleeding from the 
wounds it sustained during the war. 
It is gratify ing that artists have been 
al lotted an important role in the 
carefully planned rebuilding of Rot
terdam. 

None of the large new buildings 
was erected w ithout one o r more 
artists collaborating w ith t he ar
ch itect in its design . This is true of 
private industrial buildings as well 
as of public buildings . So it is that 
Rotterdam owes her attractive ap
pearance fi rstly to t he planners, who 
have improved t he aspect of the 
city as a w hole, and secondly to 
the artists w ho were chosen to 
decorate t he individual buildings 
(with sculptures, mosaics and mural 
paintings) . The Coolsingel, Rotter
dam's 'high street', shows clearly 
in w hat measure picto rial art has 
been enli sted in the rebuilding work . 
In consequence Rotterdam is not 
merely a commerc ial town, but also 
a pleasant place to live in. The 
Boymans-van Beuningen Museum 
has a large collection of art treasures 
we ll worth seeing. In t he heart of 
the town, an attractive shopping 
cent re known as the 'Lijnbaan' has 
been laid out in very modern sty le. 
Sim ilar centres are being built in 
other newly built districts. The Rot
terdam Philharmonic Orchestra, with 
its conductor Franz Paul Decker, 
makes an important cont ribution to 
Dutch musical li fe . It has won special 
fame for its readiness to int roduce 
modern musical works. 

In 1966 the new concert hall ca lled 
'De Doelen' was inaugurated. 

The town has a Schoo l of Economics 
w hich enjoys univers ity status. 

Next month:-
More on the port of Rotterdam. 

----
e "'' 
~ . . . . 



The distance from Am-

sterdam to Rotterdam is 

no t very great, but last 

month 's move meant the 

end of an era and the be-

ginn ing of a new one. 

Mr Ribbink reports :-

l. 
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OFF TO A 

FRESH 

START 

The telex crew are shown on the left . 

At right are two pictures taken during 

the Chinese dinner. 

When in 1973 Head Office actiVI
t ies of RIL in the Netherlands were 
transferred to Rotterdam, the major
ity of its staff moved there as well. 
The "Scheepvaarthuis" was hence
forth the office of the Manager for 
Europe and comprised some forty 
people work ing in six departments: 
Traffic, Accounts, Insurance, Pen
sionfund, Secretariat and Fi ling & 
Mailing . Although t he scope of the 
activities had been altered and further 
change might occur in future, the 
staff were enthusiastic and hoped 
that any further changes would be 
a long way off. 

K .J .C. P .L.-Amsterdam continued to 
book cargo and some passengers, 
to charter vessels and sometimes 
sell a ship or two, freights were 
collected and funds remitted abroad. 
When oil supplies were threatened, 
hectic months ensued: Bunker sup
plies used to be the least of a 
shipowner' s worries and overnight 
became a major problem. Previously 

TWO 

Our thanks to M r 
Morishita (Market
ing Officer, Kobe) 
for the photographs 
of m .v. Annoula 
{left ) and Grecian 
Isles (right) . 



bunkers had been a routine matter, 
but for a number of months most 
everything in Amsterdam revolved 
around bunkers. Staff in V .Z., Cm 
and Telex departments spent their 
days in frantic endeavours to keep 
the ships supplied, fortunately with 
a measure of success . At last 
supplies returned to normal and 
Amsterdam cou ld take a breather. 
The accounts over 1973 were closed 
and even though the scope was 
smaller than in former years, the 
tradition of the "balans diner" was 
maintained and enjoyed by all pre
sent. Then in July the news broke 
that K.J .C.P.L.-Amsterdam would 
completely close down before the 
end of the year. The rationa ls of t hi s 
decision was not quite appreciated 
at the time but this became clear 
when in August the news came 
that R.I.L. and Nedlloyd would be 
further integrated. The few remaining 
months were difficult. To some staff
members the closure of the office 
meant an earlier retirement, others 

CHARTERS 

were faced with the difficult choice 
of moving to Rotterdam and working 
far from their homes or looking for 
other employment; most however 
were to work in future in Rotterdam 
or Rijswijk, whereto the Pensionfund 
moved. Of the thirty-six people 
working in Amsterdam in Septem
ber, twenty transferred to Rotterdam 
and Rijswijk, whilst sixteen were 
either to retire towards end 1974 or 
looked for employment elsewhere 
in Amsterdam, some within N .S.U . 
others with other firms . 

During th e last week in Amsterdam 
- on 31st October- a number of 
K.J .C.P.L.-ers with their wives/ 
husbands gathered for a Chinese 
dinner on the Rokin (see photo
graphs) . Th en the big move started 
and the old crowd disbanded. As 
one K .J .C.P.L.-er wrote to the Unie 
Schakel: Matters do not look too 

rosy right now and we hate to leave 
the " Scheepvaarthuis" but let us 
hope the best for the future. 

The removal to Rijswijk and Rotter
dam started mid October. The last 
working day in Amsterdam-1st 
November- was well controlled 
pandemonium. In the course of the 
day a number of farewell and good 
luck messages came in from over
seas offices, which were much 
appreciated. At 1700 .hours P.T.T 
switched the "hot line" connection 
from K.J .C.P.L.-Amsterdam to Ned
lloyd Rotterdam and ceremoniously 
all teleprinter-plugs in Amsterdam
office were pulled out. 

As from that moment no K .J .C.P.L. 
business is transacted in the 
"Scheepvaarthuis" any longer but 
Mr Poesiat, a long time "resident" 
stayed on with a small group to 
sto re away all records and supervise 
the removal and sale of the remain
ing furniture . 



The telex messages tell part of the 
story of the rescue operation carried 
out by Asian Enterprise. 

From the master, Asian Enterprise:-
15/ 11 0235 8600 departed Kaohsiung 
141122 received distress 141918 
GMT lwaki M aru redirected course 
to 10 miles west Yami Island ETA 
142330 GMT reverting 8786 all 25 
crew members lwaki Maru on board 
0225 GMT proceeding Busan 1712. 
From Tokyo ( M an.):-

M7400 today received v isit by Mr 
Y. Sakaguchi (Director) accom
panied by M essrs K. Ichikawa and 
M . Tach ino of Osaka Shipbuilding 

Co. Ltd. of Tokyo who asked us to 
pass on to RIL Managing Directors 
their t hanks and gratitude for the 
successfu l rescue by master, officers 
and crew of Asian Enterprise all 
twenty-five officers/crew of their 
heavily list ing 6,000 tons lumber 
carrier lwaki M aru in Bashi Channel 
stop They added that their crew 
after having been transferred to a 
Japanese coastal patrol vessel safely 
returned to Japan. 

The gaps between the telex mes
sages are filled in vividly by the 
M aster of Asian Enterprise, Captain 
O.J . van der Baan. He calls his ver
sion of t he story:-

OPERATION "CATCH 25" 
Bad weather and bad fortune struck 
mv. lwaki Maru in t he dark hours 
of the 15th of November when she 
ploughed through the high running 
seas of Luzon Strait between Tai
wan and Luzon Island (Philippines). 
At 0310 a.m. three huge waves 
broke over the sh ip in rapid suc
cession w hereafter the ship inclined 
suddenly 30 degrees over starboard . 
A ll possible measures taken after
wards to right the ship failed and 
emergency s ignals were given by 
radio . 

Our ship received their posrtron at 
0346 and also the repo rt that the 
c rew had to abandon the ship, which 
was feared sinking. W e acknow
ledged receipt and course was 
shaped for the scene of disaster 
approximately 10 miles west of Y'ami 
Island w it h maximum revolutions of 

Chief Engineer J .B. Nolthen ius and 
did the Enterprise travel! 

At 0713 Chief Officer P.J . van 
Leeuwen sighted lwaki Maru dead 
ahead in dirty weather. We reached 
t he ship at 0741 but found that both 
lifeboats, a dinghy and one inflated 
liferaft were still on board, although 
one liferaft was launched. The East
ern Queen came on the scene also 
and we decided to go on a down
w ind course from the w reck and 
asked the Eastern Queen to stay 3 
miles on our port beam. 

At 0836 we were on course 210 
degrees and started the search w ith 
lookouts everywhere. The second 
officer F.H. Elkhuizen spotted t he 
raft at 0913 and his observation 
went together w ith such a loud 
shout that a passing seagull stopped 
flying and fell in th e sea. We ignored 
the animal and went for the raft. 

Photographs by apprentice engineer J.W. Veldman. 
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Although we managed to come close 
by on windward we needed the 
skill of 3rd officer J . Rijpstra to 
make the connection with hi s power
ful 30 mm Schermuly. The f irst shot 
was not bad and the second one 
was a bullseye. The Eastern Queen 
kept in the meantime her cou rse in 
case there were other survivors 
nearby. We had no radio contact 
with t he raft because her set was 
out of order. 

More lines flew over, sailor Leung 
Kan even dived in the water to clear 
a line. After t he raft came alongside 
it took us until 1025 to get the last 
man, captain Tatsuo Kimu ra, on 
board. The sea was so rough that 
they had all been terribly sea sick . 
All of us were very impressed by 
the disciplined manners of the crew
members of the lwaki Maru during 
and after the rescue operations. The 
assistance and reception afterwards 
was very good, everybody had a 
hand in one or the other way in the 
operation. 

The "old sparks" M . Klap fin ished 
up with a lame hand and the 
laundryman Tse Lee Ming rendered 
a near " ready whi le you wait ser
v ice". We don 't have to keep it 
secret that we cracked a few bottles 
afterwards with t he rescued crew 
members. We proceeded to Yona
kuni Shima and t ransferred all 25 
men in good shape to the Japanese 
Satuma at 0630 a.m. on t he 16th of 
November which concluded opera
t ion " CATCH 25". Most probably 
nobody will believe that it was that 
same afternoon that the same sea
gull of the previous day soared over 
the sh ip on the second officer's 
watch and scored ... . 

• 



TOT WEERZIENS 
A lion dance, colourful decorations, plentiful drink and delicious food 
contributed to make the farewell party on December 12 at lnterocean 
House a festive affair. All staff members were invited to attend, to mark 
the intended transfer of colleagues taking up new duties elsewhere during 
1975. Managing Director Mr E.A . Postuma, Mr E. Willems and Mr W .A . 
Mulock Houwer were leaving Hongkong shortly afterwards and the party 
was an opportunity to say goodbye to them. After the lion dance, which 
was performed by Chinese crew members from RIL vessels, Mr van 
Kretschmar gave a short speech and Mr Postuma replied. Both speeches 
were translated into Cantonese. To close the formal part of the occasion 
Mr Postuma was presented with the lion as a souvenir of Hongkong. 
The text of the two speeches follows . 

Mr van Kretschmar 

We are here together this afternoon to commemorate a 
historic moment in the history of RIL and to bid farewell 
to those who will be leaving us. 
There are people leav ing us on transfer to the European 
organisation, on retirement and retrenchment not only 
from Hong Kong but also from elsewhere in the organisa
tion . 
The historic aspect of this gathering is that we find 
ourselves today on the eve of a new era in the life of 
RIL. 
In 10 days time the independent management of RIL 
will come to an end and it wi ll be integrated into the 
NSUS. 
I know that every person here and all those at sea or 
elsewhere in the organisation are looking to the future 
with a certain feeling of apprehension. Thi s is under
standable. With every change in any organisation one 
wonders how big the changes will be or in other words to 
what extent oneself personally will be affected. see page 12. 
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Contd . from page 9. 

There is no getting away from the fact that with an 
integration and an increase in size of the overall operation, 
the close t ies between management and staff, w hich we 
are so accustomed to, wi ll suffer to a certain extent. In 
the past I have often compared RIL w ith a club or a 
family of which we are all members and w hich has made 
us work and play as one. 
We are now joining up with our close relative the 
Nedlloyd and carrying on under the combined manage
ment of the NSUS in Rotterdam in which office we shall 
find many of ou r people back again. In actual fact the 
same people will carry on the same business, only on 
a larger sca le, but with the same spirit. In my opinion 
therefore the feeling of apprehension is unjustified. 
This fina l integration is t he logical consequence of the 
1969 merger between the three Dutch shipping groups 
in the NSU. That merger was the result of lengthy dis
cussions. Your Managing Directors at that time, Messrs 
van der Schalk, de Haan, Terwogt and myself, felt t hat, 
although our multinational character might not be fully 
compatible with the more Netherlands oriented partners, 
we had to carry out the merger to strengthen our future 
position . 
Over the past four years the NSU as a group has been 
organ ised into a strong, united corporation and now the 
time has come physically to integrate the RIL manage
ment into the centra l body. I am certain everyone approves 
this integration as being essentia l to consolidate our 
position for t he future . " United we stand divided we 
fa ll ". 

Every integration brings w ith it, however, a certain amount 
of sorrow, nostalgia and sacrifices. People are uprooted, 
good friends have to part. 
I myself am sad that I shall not be able to continue for 
long in t he new era of expansion and development of 
the NSUS . The decision to retire next year instead of 
continuing on in Rotterdam was a difficult one . After 
more than 25 years service with RIL in the Far East of 
w hich the last 15 years have been in this office, my family 
and myself have become rooted here. Our plans have 
been made to settle eventually in Australia, and as a 
matter of fact two of our chi ldren are already studying 
there. To change at this advanced stage I think you will 
understand, was regrettably impossible. 
For those who are carrying on, be it in Hong Kong or 
elsewhere overseas, in Rotterdam or at sea I am certain 
that a splendid future lies ahead. For the seafaring staff 
I would like to add an extra message. Having been at 
sea myself, I know that basically seafarers think alike. 
I am confident that as the years roll on you w ill find that 
your colleagues in Nedlloyd have the same interests as 
yourselves and a new and stronger "esprit de corps" 
will develop. 
The lion dance which we have just witnessed, performed 
so well by members of the Chinese crew illustrates the 
spirit in which we shall carry on . The virility and strength 
of the lion represent the company's spirit for the future. 
May I now ask you to join me in a toast to all those 
who are leaving us, whether to take up other positions 
elsewhere, on retirement or on retrenchment, and wish 
them good luck and Godspeed. 

Mr Postuma : Goodbye 
Today is both a parting and a beginning. A parting pro
duces mixed feelings and a beginning produces hope. 
As for these feelings, I, and I know you too, fully under
stand and share what Mr van Kretschmar has said: every 
change raises a lot of questions. Some questions cannot 
be answered- yet. And for every question that cannot 
yet be answered, there will be some uncertainty. 
Working and living as a family, we still do not get all 
the answers but we have the feeling that together we 
will pull through somehow. We have all been happy in 
this fee ling, but in this day, and age, can we afford this 
sma ll togetherness? 
There is no need to go again into all the reasons for the 
integration: Mr van Kretschmar has done this very clearly 
and we all know what has motivated us: survival! In this 
Chinese setting and talking to a largely Chinese audience, 
I do not need to describe the system of arranged mar
riages: whatever people may th ink about these, we know 
that the affection between the partners can on ly grow. 
Of course, when we talk about Nedlloyd, we are not 
talking about a marriage of convenience on ly. We have 
known our partner a long t ime. Mr van Kretschmar has 
said that basica lly seafarers think alike. I want to add 
that all shipping people t hink al ike; t he points of view 
and the accents may vary at times, but we all want 
the same things- a successful business, a steady but 
growing business, a good career and all this in a happy 
atmosphere. Together with Mr Willems, and Mr Mulock 
Houwer I shall be part of the directorate in Rotterdam, 
helped and supported by old friends from t he RIL and 
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new friends in the Nedlloyd. I shall miss my friends and 
colleagues here, especially Mr van Kretschmar, but I 
have to respect his reasons for not joining us. 
The larger group of which we are going t o be a part is 
indeed very strong. The l iner group is largest contributor 
to the results of the NSU: the NSU-S has more than 120 
vessels with over 1.5 million tons in deadweight. But 
this is still only a part of the whole of the NSU which 
has an annual turnover of nearly 4 billion HK Dollars! 
Our strength is firstly a guarantee of survival amidst 
economic upheavals and competition . But our strength 
is also a guarantee of the protection of the people who 
work for the Company. 
I realise that the job ahead is not easy: communications 
will be slower and may be less personal. Decisions are 
getting more complex every day. But none of you have 
ever been afraid of hard and intelligent work and the 
same spirit and confidence t hat made the RIL grow, will 
also ensure that the NSU-S and the whole of the NSU 
will grow. 
To those who stay here, I would like to say: be of good 
heart, the marriage will prosper .... To those who will 
have to do a job in Rotterdam: let us face a new world 
and a new task with fortitude and cheer and not forget 
our friends in Hong Kong or any of the overseas offices. 
In this spirit I am confident that the NSU will prosper, 
and w hen the NSU prospers, so will we. I would like to 
toast to the continued success of the NSU and would 
like all of you to join me in this . 



A lot of new initia ls are 
being blazoned around 
Hongkong these days. 
AAE- Asia Australia 
Express - is a JOint 
venture with CNCo
China Navigation Com
pany. When the first of 
the two container ships 
on this route- Asian 
Reward- arrived in 
Hongkong on Decem
ber 8th, considerable 
interest was voiced in 
many quarters. The ves
sel was in port for less 
than 12 hours during 
which time she loaded 
and unloaded containers 
in the most impressive 
fashion . The first con
tainer was unloaded 
almost before the ship 
had stopped moving. 
An average 43.5 con
tainers per hour were 
moved at Modern 
Terminals Ltd. 

Asian Reward on the High Seas 

At a party for shippers held before Asian Reward's arriva l, 
Mr G.W.J. Meijnen (Manager AAE) is pictured with Mr 
Liang Chi-kit (Manager of CN Co Shipping Department 
of John Swi re and Sons Hongkong Ltd.) and Mr A .D. 
M oore, Managing Director, China Navigation Company 
Ltd. 

At an informal gathering on board Asian Reward on 
Sunday December 8th Mr Moore presented a si lver 
cigarette box to Captain A. Cookson, watched by Mr 
J .B. Schotmann (operations manager for Modern Ter
minals Ltd .) and RIL Managing Director Mr E.A . Postuma. 
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Happy Ending 

The first letter from an irate customer read in part: " We 
never believed until now that your local agent could be 
so dishonest, unreliable, untrustworthy and untruthful. 
. . . We emphatically and absolutely disagree, deny, 
repudiate and disavow having received such payments 
and of having any knowledge of the receipt of same." 

Within a few days a second letter was received from 
the same customer. It read in part:-"This writer is really 
qu ite relieved of the burden, misery and suspense with 
which he has been living ever since receipt of your letter. 
It is believed this was due to your invaluable assistance . 
. . . We really wish to shake your hands profusely." 

If only all such problems could be so easily resolved . 

SMILING STEVEDORE 

The first paragraph of a letter from the South African 
Stevedores Service Company to the SPU Team, Safocean, 
Durban, read as follows:- Thank you for inviting me to 
attend the seminar in Cape Town last night on the unit 
load concept- an idea so simple, yet with such far
reaching results . It is a li ttle difficult to realise that for 
once somebody is trying to make stevedoring simpler, 
instead of more difficult and complex . 

TUGBOAT 
TIME 
Dramatic rescues 
were very much 
in the news in the 
middle of Novem
ber. On November 
9th the tugboat 
Am s te rda m left 
Hongkong on the 
way to Pratas 
Ree f 165 mil es 
so uth eas t of 
Hongkong, where 
a Yug os lavia n 
vessel, Kosovo. 
had been aground 
since the previous 
day. 

The Amsterdam 
is owned by the 
world f amo u s 
Dutch salvage and 
ocean t owage 
company Bureau 
Wijsmuller i n 
Ymuiden, repre
sented in Hong
kong by RIL Hong
kong, Ltd. 
An international 
salvage boat fina l
ly sa iled to the 
rescue at 1.00 p.m. 
on November 14th. 
Our thanks to Mr 
Poon Ka~-yee of 
HK MH for the 
photograph of the 
tugboat . 

Personalities . . . . Personalities 
M r T. Petersen (HK HO A & C) made a business trip 
to Singapore from 18th November to 23rd November, 
before t aking up his duties there. 
Mr W .A . Mulock Houwer (General Superintendent) made 
a business t rip to Rotterdam from November 9th to 
December 13th. 
Mr J.J. Leurs (HK HO PZ Off.) flew to Tokyo on 

Country Club 

In mid-December Messrs Postuma, Willems and Mulock 
Houwer gave a farewell party at the Hongkong Country 
Club. Seen here during the evening are from left to right, 
Mr I.L. Stanton, Mrs N. Th . Stanton, Mr and Mrs Mulock 
Houwer, Mr Willems, Mrs and Mr Postuma. 

Africa Visit 
During his recent tour of Africa, Mr G. Kasteleijn visited 
Lagos, Accra, Tema and Takoradi on the West Coast. 
In Lagos a successful Chinese luncheon was held in the 
Cafe de Chine of the Federal Palace Hotel. A number of 
prominent local businessmen were also invited to the 
function. Mr Kasteleijn is seen here with Mr D .H. Nark, 
General Manager Kingsway Stores of Nigeria and Mr 
W .C. Thompson, General Manager Merchandise, G.B. 
Ollivant (Nig.) Ltd. 



THANKSFORTHEMffiMORY 
Half a century of association was commemorated at a 
small but friendly party on November 26th in lnterocean 
House. External auditors Mr D.J . Wiersma and Mr C. de 
Jong have become familiar figures on their annual visits 
to Hongkong . RIL's association with their company
Dijker and Doornbos, better known under the original 
name Bianchi and Company- goes back more than 50 
years. At the party, which was attended by executives 
from the control and accounts departments, Mr Wiersma 
was presented w ith a framed antique map as a souvenir 
of the long-standing working relationship between the 
two companies. Seen here. f rom left to right:-Mr 
Wiersma, Drs A.R. Van der Wei and Mr Wong Tat from 
Control Department . 

Personalities .... Personalities 
December 2nd on business . He then went on to Tokyo 
and returned to Hong Kong on December 12th. 
Mr H.J .J . Nietzman ( HK HO PZ) flew to Singapore on 
December 4th for a brief business trip, returning to Hong 
Kong on December 7th . 
Drs A.R . van Wei (HK HO A & C) flew to Tokyo for 
a two week business trip, returning on December 22nd. 

SMALL WORLD 
When the Straat Rio called at Hong Kong recently, three 
cous ins who have been working for RIL for a combined 
tota l of 50 yea rs finally met together for the first time. 
Seen celebrating the occasion in an appropriate manner 
are the t hree . From left to right:-Mr H.M . Roos, Area 
Manager Hong Kong and China; Mr G. Feringa, 2nd 
eng ineer Straat Rio; Mr J .M . Feringa , Manager Planning 
Department. 

NEW BERTH 
When Number 5 Berth, Darling Harbour, Sydney was 
officially opened recently, the Maritime Services Board, 
Sydney held a function in celebration. Photographed at 
the function are from left to right, Mr W .H. Brotherson, 
President. Maritime Services Board; Mr H. Wever, Gen
eral Manager, lAS, Sydney; Mr A .F.J . Smith, President. 
Australian Shippers Council. 

Well-earned Retirement 
One of the last two remaining old Java Liners in the 
office of the Manager for Hong Kong and China retired 
on November 20th , after 39 years service. Mr Lau Sang 
was engaged originally by Mr A .H. Veltman, Manager of 
the Hong Kong Office in 1935. 

On November 20th, Mr Lau Sang 's retirement date, Mr 
H.M . Roos, Managing Director of RIL (Hongkong) Ltd., 
officiated at a Dim Sum party in the Prince 's Building 
office, w hich was attended by all staff members. Ad
dressing the party, Mr Roos recounted Mr Lau 's long, 
faithful service under eight managers and thanked him 
for his dedication and loyalty to the Company. 

As a gesture of gratitude Mr Roos presented Mr Lau 
with a gift from the staff of RIL (Hongkong) Ltd. Mr 
Allan Leung of Messrs A . Wing (our stevedores) also 
made a speech and gave a present as an expression of 
appreciation for assistance and service rendered to his 
company by Mr Lau. In the evening a farewell party was 
held in the Pearl City Restaurant. attended by many 
old-timers including Messrs A .H. Veltman and Henry 
Wong Kung-min . Staff of Head Office, including M anaging 
Director Jhr C.L.C. van Kretschmar were also present. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

Acting Chief Eng ineer G.l. Dekker (Straat Torres) to Miss L. 
Boogaard on 20th November at Sliedrecht. 
Mr Ogawa Kotaro (Tokyo Agency) to Miss Takahashi Naoko on 
11th November. 
5th Engineer R. van Holland (leave) to Miss Gardina Bartijn on 
29th November at Lochem. 
Apprentice Engineer J.K. Meeuwse ( leave) to M iss Lenny van 
der Vlies on 29th November at Middelburg . 

New Arrivals 

Mr Woo Siu-hung (H K HO) a daughter. Woo M an-wai Ellen, on 
4th Novem ber. 
Mr C.A . van Vark (Durban) a son, Caspar Joost, on 8th November. 
2nd Officer R. Rickaert (home leave) a daughter, Fleur, on 14th 
Novem ber. 
Mr G.J.J. Wernink (AAE) a son, Guido Jeroen on 7th December. 
2nd Officer A .J .M . van Schijndel, a son, Sander, on 2nd December. 



NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new All 
Personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr J . Cuperus 
.. H.Th.A. Hermsen 
.. M .C. Plug 
.. K.J.P. Schweden 

PROMOTION 

Appr. Engineer 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
were promoted to 5th Engineer: 

Mr J. Bezuijen 
A.H. Bosch 

.. W. van Dongen 

.. R. Duivenbode 

.. E. Endert 
.. M . de Nooyer 
.. T.M . Wassmer 
.. G. Wiegmann 

as from 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

24-9-74 
23-9-74 
18-9-74 
6-9-74 

24-9-74 
13-9-74 
19-8-74 
17-8-74 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr H. Andre de Ia Porte 
.. H.H. van der Wi lt 
.. P.L. Roll ingswier 
.. F.C. Charbon 
.. M. Dekkinga 
.. M.J .M. Hurts 
.. W. Kunst 
.. A.J. van der linden 
.. A.C. Schweigmann 
.. E.A. Hoebeke 
.. J . Steutel 
.. G. Stijweg 
.. J. Bezuijen 
.. R. Duivenbode 
.. J .N. Eisenloeffel 
.. W . Kars 
.. M . de Nooyer 
.. T.M. Wassmer 
.. G. Weigmann 
.. P.R. de Wispelaere 

LEAVE 

Mr D.A.P. A lgra 
.. T.A .J . Gulmans 
.. P. Hoogland 
.. H. van Kapel 
.. Z. van Voorthu izen 
.. J.Tj. Wouda 
.. F.H. Bregman 
.. W . IJpma 
.. P.J. van Kempen 
.. L.J .B. Lagendijk 
.. P.G. Langeveld 
.. A.A. de Lijst er 
.. J .W . Moerbeek 
.. G.A. Smit 
.. L.H. Veenenbos 
.. G.J .A. van den Berg 
.. M. Boomgaard 
.. C.J. Bruchner 
.. J.F.E. van Dijk 
.. P.J . Kulik 
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2nd Officer 
3rd 

4th 

3rd Engineer 
4th 

5th 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

Th I 
Th II 
Th I 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Il l 
Ill 
Ill 
B 
B 
c 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 

16-10-74 
4-11-74 

17-10-74 
8-11-74 

21-11-74 
11-11-74 
5-11-74 
5- 9-74 

14-1 1-74 
17-10-74 
26-11-74 
29-11-74 
24- 9-74 

6- 9-74 
13-11-74 

6-12-74 
13-11-74 
19- 8-74 
17- 8-74 
13-11-74 

Mr G. Koster 
.. H.R. Margadant 
.. J.F. Quast 
.. M .A .Th. Roodvoets 
.. A .M .Th. van Wessum 
.. Ch. Wielders 
.. P. Boonen 
.. H.J. Leyte 

L.J . Feuerberg 
P. Jansen 
J .P.H.M. Smets 

.. Hielke S.J Vellinga 

.. H. Verburg 
.. J .W. Boidin 
.. W.J. le Clercq 
.. G.V. Nijdam 
.. G.Th. Pauli 
.. A . Satt ler 
.. R.L. Sinnema 
.. J. de Vos 
.. L. van Wageningen 
.. M.C. Wi ldschut 
.. C. van der Have 
.. P.L. Meyering 

A. Monte 
.. A. Roozendaal 
.. J. L. Streur 
.. E.J. Watz 
.. R. Hofland 
.. R.H. van Krimpen 
.. E.A. Remmelzwaal 

Those who returned are: 

Mr P.O. A lgra 
.. P.F. Bij l 
.. F.J . Broersma 

W.J . Florie 
H.K. Labrie 

.. F. van der linden 

.. H.J . Minderhoud 
.. K.G. Frantzen 
.. A.J. Martijn 
.. G. Mulder 
.. F.H. Santman 
.. H.K.Ch.B. Veenhuysen 
.. J .Th.M . van Bergen 
.. L.M . Drewes 
.. R.Th . Kerkhoff 
.. E.A. Koerse 

A .J .M. van Nieuwland 
.. P. van der Ent 

Th. van Hilten 
.. M.J .M. Hurts 
.. G.A.J. Knoops 
.. L. Moret 
.. R.Ch. Rijsmus 
.. A.C. Schweigmann 
.. H.C. Tijsterman 
.. F.H .A . Crooymans 
.. A .J . Koomans 
.. J . van Laar 
.. K.J. Jansma 

W.A. Kok 
.. J. de Konink 
.. C.F. von St ein 
.. H. Huiskamp 
.. J.J.B. Jongma 
.. P.J.A . Moereels 
.. G. Stijweg 
.. J.H. Weyermars 
.. L.S. Anthony 
.. H.J . Homburg 
.. H.B. Jansen Schipper 
.. W . Kars 

.. R. Krijt 

.. J. van der Meulen 
.. A. Schoutsen 
.. P. Spoelstra 

3rd Officer 

4th 

2~d Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

Chief Officer 

2nd Officer 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted to 

Asian Ensign 
Straat Franklin 
Straat Florida 
Safocean Auckland 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Fukuoka 
Straat Agul has 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Nassau 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Johore 
Safocean Amsterdam 
Straat Clarence 
St raat Nagasaki 
Straat Fushimi 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straat Towa 
Safocean A lbany 
Straat Franklin 
Straat Nassau 
Straat Fukuoka 
St raat Nagasaki 
Straat Van Diemen 
Straat Florida 
Straat Singapore 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Holland 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Holland 
Straat Nassau 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Rio 
Straat Agulhas 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Van Diemen 
Straat Chatham 
Safocean Adelaide 

(correction) 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Bali 
St raat Mozambique 



TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 
AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain O.J . van der Baan, Master of ASIAN ENTERPRISE went 
on home leave. 
Captain A.J.M. Michielsen was posted to ASIAN ENTERPRISE 
following home leave. 
Captain J . Bruin, Master of STRAAT AGULHAS went on home 
leave. 
Captain J.J .E.M . Bruyn was posted to STRAAT AGULHAS fol
lowing home/ sick leave. 
Captain P. Maas, Master of STRAAT HOBART went on home 
leave. 
Captain W . lneke was posted to STRAAT HOBART following 
home leave. 
Captain H.N. Schepman, Master of STRAAT FUTAMI went on 
home leave. 
Captain W .R.M . van der Veld was posted to STRAAT FUTAMI 
fo llowing home leave. 
Captain A.N. Kloots, Master of STRAAT FUSHIMI went on home 
leave. 
Captain W .C. Souter was posted t o STRAAT FUSHIMI following 
home leave. 
Captain G. Kluen (NLL), Master of STRAAT FUKUOKA went on 
home leave. 
Captain P.C. van Rij (N LL ) wa s posted to STRAAT FU KUOKA 
follow ing home leave. 
Captain J .W.F. van Hummel, Master of STRAAT MADURA went 
on home leave. 
Chief Officer F. Monteiro of STRAAT COLOMBO was transferred 
to STRAAT MADURA as Acting Captain . 
Captain H. Muys, Master of STRAAT CUMBER LAND went on 
home leave. 
Captain J .A.H. Faber was posted to STRAAT CUMBERLAND 
fo llowing intermediary leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Schriemer of STRAAT NAGASAKI went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer M .G. Beunder was posted to STRAAT NAGASAKI 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.J.C. Bevelander of STRAAT FUSHIMI went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.A. Klazema was posted to STRAAT FUSHIMI 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chie f Engineer J .C. van Dinteren of ASIAN EX PRESS went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer R. Jonker was posted to STRAAT CLEMENT 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Ketting (NLL) of STRAAT FORCADOS went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer S.L. Kodde was posted to STRAAT FORCADOS 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer Joh . Hendriks (NLL) of STRAAT FRESCO went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Goldewi)k was posted to STRAAT FRESCO 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.J . van der Veer of STRAAT LE MAIRE went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.H. Menses was posted to STRAAT LE MAIRE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer V .J .W . Hendriks of STRAAT LUANDA went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.L. Frenks was posted to STRAAT LUANDA 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer R.F. Schols of STRAAT TORRES went on int er
mediate leave. 
2nd Engineer G.L. Dekker was posted as Act. Chief Engineer to 
ms. STRAAT TORRES following home leave. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr J .H. van der Wal, Home Staff, was transferred from Singapore 
to Rotterdam. 
Mr P.H. Blok of NSU terminated his secondment to RIL Hong 
Kong and returned to Holland. 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
officers who were promoted as from January 1st 1975: 

PROMOTIONS 

To Captain 

To 2nd Officer 

To 3rd Officer 

To 2nd Engineer 

To 3rd Engineer 

To 4th Engineer 

In M emoriam 

G.J . van der Heiden 

G. Carstens 
E. Dam 
J .A . Thijsse 

P .J . van Deventer 
J.L. E. Dijkstra 
F.J . Smelik 

J .S. Hooglander 
K.J . Jansma 
D. van de Vlies 
H.J . van Wolferen 

M .A . Brons 
A. van Eikeren 
J . Evers 
A . Eygenraam 
Th.B. den Haak 
J . van Lare 
G.G. Olthoff 
K .H. Stap 
J . Steutel 
G. Stijweg 
C.A . Tempelaars 

M .H. Brugman 
A .L. Conijn 
R.K. Eerhart 
J .N. Eisen loeffel 
R.J . Gerdes 
G. de Groot 
R.M .V . Imming 
W . Kars 
J .J . Koers 
J . van der Meulen 
H. Postma 
J . van Selm 
C. Weyers 
P.R. de Wispelaere 

We regret to announce the death of J .Th. Mulder (retired Hoofd 
Employe KPM) at the Hague, on November 13th, aged 74. 
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Mr Lai Kwok-leung: HK HO AP 
entered RIL on 5-10-1949. 

Captain G. van der Spoel 
entered RIL 10-9-1949. 

Captain S. Tj. Doornbos: Straat Nagoya 
entered RIL on 4-11-1949. 
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Mr Fung Chung-quai: Lift Operator, HK HO AZ 
entered RIL on 20-10-1949. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Cheng Shiu-hung: PZ Crew 
entered RIL 29-11-1949. 
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