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MAGELLAN 
-Straat Nagoya 

In order to safeguard the ASAS E sailing from Kobe on 
5th March, Straat Nagoya made a direct voyage from 
Buenos Aires to Japan. Passing through the Magellan 
Strait, the ship saved 800 miles by comparison to the 
usual eastbound Cape route. Leaving Buenos Aires on 
23rd January, she arrived in Yokohama on 17th February. 
Captain A .N. Kloots describes the voyage:-

The words " M agellan Strait" set thing s in motion and 
before I wa s aware of it, not only was the westbound 
sailing agreed upon, but Mansam (Manager South 
America ) had o rdered a pilot and charts for the passage 
through the Stra it . 

I did not welcome the idea of a pilot; an officer on board 
had made the trip through the Strait with Straat Cook 
in 1967 and remembered t hat the pilot had disembarked 
at Punta Arenas as otherwise th e ship had to call at 
Valparaiso, a detour nullify ing the 800 miles gain . Inves
tigating this, we discovered that the unpiloted passage 
was permitted by Chilean authorities. HK HO made no 
objections either making the same observation about the 
detour via V alparaiso. On arrival at Buenos A ires we 
received the pilots and charts for the pacific crossing 
and a report of Straat Cook's passage in 1967. Detailed 
study of thi s information proved our previous assumptions 
realistic and w e informed M ansam that the westbound 
choice was definite. 

One of the recommendations of the British Admiralty 
Pilot aboard Straat Cook, w as to pass thro ugh the nar
rowest and most tortuous part of the Strait in the daytime. 
Thu s a few hours delay had to be accepted. We mostly 
encountered reasonable w eather though the wind kept 
howling through the rigging, increasing steadily as we 
approached the western exit. There the sw ell from several 
quarters and the seas, not unlike groundseas, - depth s 
of 37 fathom and more- forced us to slow down 
quickly as heavy shudders were running through the 
hull, needles of tachometer and bhp were aquiver, and 
alarm s w ere flickering and sounding intermittently. 
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So as not to be surprised by the automatic overspeed 
stop, an auxiliary engine was started for th e electric ity 
supply and the main engine reduced to 85 revs, man
oeuvring mode. To reach the nearest deep water took us 
41- hours covering a distance of only 17 miles; there the 
waves abated somewhat and speed could be increased. 

The radio-officer, upon visiting weather st ations of t he 
Argentine naval and civil authorities, di scovered that the 
only information we could get about the southeastern 
Pacific was the weatherchart from the facsimile appara
tus, t ransmitted from Buenos Aires . The weathercharts 
we received indicated reasonable w eather tor the next 
few days . However while running against the wind, on 
the day that we left the Strait we experienced a steeply 
diving atmospheric pressure, reaching 983 millibars, be
tore the w ind rose aga in to galetorce . It is remarkable 
t hat th is vast area of low pressures was never shown 
on the facs imile charts from Buenos Aires. With pressures 
between 978 and 983 mbs and ga leforce winds last ing 
over 24 hours our weather messages were presumably 
the only reports from this sea area to reach the meteor
o logical offi ces of the Americas . After this low pressure 
we watched the barometer undergo ing the longest rise 
ever (82 hours) ending on 1037 mbs. 

" Paalt jes pikken" on a ship w ith a bulbous bow has 
been replaced by shuddering and whipping, the motio ns 
occasionally resonating with subsequent pitching . The 
deckhouse movements in athwartships and fore and aft 
directions lasted longer than in previous ships. This may 
be attributed to lighter, st ronger and more tensi le steel 
but is disagreeable. The ship behaves better than most 
types. 

Three days after Magellan Strait the weather improved 
enough tor a 20 knot sustained speed. 



Cooperation-ship and shore 

STRAAT CUMBERLAND's call at W ellington on 12th January coincided with the New Year and School holidays 
and half of W ellington's labour force were away on leave. M any vessels in port were badly delayed due to the 
shortage of waterside labour. However Captain L. Pronk, M aster STRAAT CUMBERLAND gave his full cooperation 
and ag reed to work three crew gangs for three days; this substantially improved the despatch. Everyone on board 
was involved w ith the cargo-handling operations. from the Captain and his Nautical and Engineering Officers. to CD 
and the deck department. 

Captain l. Pronk ( left) is tallying the cartons of frozen beef for Singapore, while 2nd Engineer W .J.M . van 
Eyndhoven (right) is involved with loading operations on deck. 

West African Visit 

During Mr T. Makiura's recent busi
ness trip to We st Africa, a Chinese 
dinner party was held for the Japan
ese community at the Cafe de Chine 
( Federal Palace Hotel) in l agos. 

A ll the main Japanese Companies 
in Lagos were represented at the 
dinner. Mr C. Moes (see photo 3rd 
f rom left) our Representative in 
West A frica was also present. 
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MUS I 
On 2nd March 1974, Musi w as sold to HEM for continued 
trading. For more than seventeen years this little ship, 
with a Gross Registered Tonnage of only 987 tons (c.f . 
Nieuw Holland GRT 13,568 tons) has provided a regular 
service from Singapore to the Portuguese Province of 
Timor, an isolated island territory east of Indonesia and 
north of Australia. The experiences of Musi make colour
ful reading; as a tribute we publish extracts from the 
letters of her Master, Chief Officer R. Edsen. 

4.2.74 In the eyes of RIL M anagement ci rcles it must 
look strange that a Captain is more or less running his 
own line. In this "particular trade" however this is the 
case, since Dili depends heavily on the Captain of "thei r" 
Musi to find out t hings about the outside world, with 
which t hey have but little contact. As Captain of this 
ship one can do a lot in the way of trade promotion . 
M atters like enquiries about addresses of manufactu rers 
of medicinal chemica ls in Holland, rubber dealers in 
Singapore, London, New York etc. all must be dealt with. 

When sailing from Dili last call , I sa id more or less 
joking ly, but also under the influence of my disappoint
ment about the very little cargo we carried, "My good 
friends, maybe I will never see you aga in, because if we 
have so little cargo to ca rry, I do not expect my Company 
to continue the trade" . I said this without having an 
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ink ling that it would take us nearly twenty days to reach 
Singapore due to bad weather conditions. Having no 
contact w ith t he outside world, Dili didn't know w hat had 
happened to Musi, and ru mors started spreading t hat 
Musi would not return. The effects of Musi's late return 
also started showing; t he local movie theatre had to 
close its doors, as no new fi lms had been brought in; 
the seamail did not arrive. No news about Musi. Then 
fina lly our cable from Singapore came in, suggesting that 
a minimum inducement of some 400 tons of cargo would 
be required at this t ime of the year, to at least give the 
ship some weight w hen encountering bad weather. A 
strong ly affi rmative reply from Dili soon arrived in Singa
pore. In t he meantime all Dili was feverishly writing to 
overseas shippers to clause their 8 / L"s, T / S at Singapore 
into Musi only, and w hen Musi finally arrived we were 
welcomed like a long lost son. This goes to show how 
dependent t his community is on "their" ship, the Musi. 
Though it couldn't be verified, we heard on Saturday 
night that the local commercial radio station gave a 
special halt hour of music (3/ 4 of which consisted of 
t he M aster's favourite Brazilian singer Roberto Carlos) 
to celebrate th e return of Musi. 

Having ample t ime this call I visited most, if not all, of 
ou r t rade relations and everywhere it proved to be the 
same: for them no more charter ships . The main argument 



apart from sentimental reasons, was that Musi delivered 
the cargo with less damage and in case of claims the 
charterships didn' t pay. 

The success of trade promotion and public relations in 
Timor w ere largely the responsibility of Musi 's master. 

20.6.73 My postponed visit to the Governor of the 
Province, His Excellency Alves Aldeia, took place right 
after coming alongside on the 11th. I was received in a 
pleasant atmosphere, the Governor being of a kind dis
position and known to have a warm interest in the wel fare 
of the Province. He appreciated the regular service of 
Musi and sa id he considered the ship as pa rt of the Timor 
economic set-up. 

One of the problems of t rading in Timor is the leisurely 
pace of life. 

10.7.73 The mental attitude of Dili was illustrated by 
someone who asked: "Captain, why such a hurry?", so 
I answered: " There is plenty cargo for you in Singapore 
and we want to go quick and fetch it for you, there is 
sugar and beer and much more". The answer was: 
"Captain, if we don 't have beer in Dili, we don't drink 
beer; we sleep .... " ! 

20.6.73 Apart from loosing a day our planned "quick 
despatch" proved to be a fai lure. Two or three of the 
fou r available fork lifts being out of order some of the 
time didn't help. 

To illustrate the isolation of Portuguese Timor the fol
lowing . 

4.2.74 When Agents received a telegram from Singapore 
stating that Mr Sebastian Tan of HEM wou ld be arriving 
on the 31st or earlier, we figured he might arrive by A ir 
from Kupang (Indonesian Timor) on the 29th. So t he 
Agent and myself went to the Airport to have a look. 
The fl ight was due to arrive "somewhere between 2 and 
3 p.m.". At 2 p.m. some people were waiting; at 3 p.m. 
still wait ing. No contact w it h the plane. No contact w it h 
Kupang . Same situation at 4 p.m .; most people had left 
by then . By 5 p.m. everyone had left. The next day, after 
everybody had completely forgotten about the plane, it 
arrived at 3 p.m. with only two passengers .... Darwin 
offers a bit more certa inty, but it takes th e small local 
plane two hauls from Baucau International Airfield to get 
the incoming t raffic cleared. Mr Tan eventua lly arrived 
on 31st with the second batch at around noon. 

After mooring alongside the wharf in Dili somebody ( I 
presume an Australian) came on board and introduced 
himself as the agent of a Shipping Company and inquired 
whether I knew where his ship was. This once more 
illustrates the isolation of this remote island. Contact 
by sea with Europe is about twice a year by the Portu
guese ship Timor. Occasionally there is a casual caller 
or charter vessel from Austral ia, Bangkok, Taiwan or 
Singapore. No regular callers except Musi. None, except 
Timor carries passengers. 

3.9.73 Last call Singapore I discussed with General 
Manager Singapore a suggestion brought forward by our 
Agents in Dili to give a shippers and consignees party 
(only for our regular supporters) as a kind of " ra lly around 

the flag ". I submitted an English translation of the speech 
I proposed to make in Portuguese on the occasion, the 
text of which was approved by General Manager Singa
pore. We ended up with 21 persons from the business 
section with 2 from the Agency and 2 from the ship, 
making the total attendance 25. As a whole the affair 
proved to be quite a success. My speech, learned by 
heart, was well received. The Agent followed up by giving 
some more details, including the advantages of a regular 
liner service against the practice of chartering etc. We 
had a pretty good buffet dinner during which we four 
mixed with the crowd and dealt with enquiries . Amongst 
other opinions aired we were able to conclude that: all 
t hose present were happy with t he regu lar service of 
Musi; dis liked their transhipment cargo from Singapore 
to be brought in by outsiders; disliked to ship the ir export 
cargo by outsiders . 

31. 12.73 Departure had been set at 18-12-73 sometime 
during the day. However, due to the fact that there was 
less cargo than listed and in order to try and be in Dili 
ahead of a rival , departure was advanced to 7 p.m. on 
the 17th. (The wharf in Dili is 180 meters long and can 
only accommodate two vessels. Maximum draught 26/ 28 
ft . Manoeuvring space is limited, but sufficient. There are 
no tugs, no lighters). This implied the risk of having to 
wait: (a) for Radio Holland to finish installing the new 
radar, (b) for bonded and other stores. which were due 

The outgoing M aster, Chief Officer R. Edsen (left) trans
fers command of Musi to Captain R.G. MacDonald. 
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Lying in the Eastern 
Roads at Singapore 
the day before de
livery to HEM, Musi 
is st ill flying her KPM 
flag . 

to be delivered o n t he morning of t he 18th and (c) for 
some of t he crew, w ho, after having had night-duty, were 
off t ill the next morn ing. One crewmember was sent 
ashore to try and t rack down t he miss ing c rew, Radio 
Holland gave all possible cooperation to get the new 
radar in work ing condition and t he ship's chandler was told 
to bring the stores as soon as possible. The result was 
t hat we sa iled for Dili w it h o ne crew member missing 
on t he 18th, about 9 hours behind our rival. We were 
under the influence of the first monsoon effects, but still 
managed to reach Dili in some 61- days. To our surprise 
t he port was empty . We had succeeded in showing off 
our "regular serv ice" claim. 

Not least of Musi's problems is the bad weather that she 
may encounter en route. 

12. 1.74 M usi sailed f rom Timor-Dili on 28 Dec. 1973. 
The longest cross ing on record being 12 days, the Chief 
Steward was told to store for at least 12 days. Once 
having rounded A lar we ran into t he worst monsoon 
ever. Usually t he weather would abate after some days, 
but in t his part icular instance t here were no signs of 
improvement. Strong western w inds up to force 8, were 
encountered, accompanied by heavy swell. Musi with 
only some two hundred tons of cargo on board, had a 
hard time and at t imes was only making 2 knots. Revolu
tions and course were adjusted to lessen the effect of 
t he oncoming seas. On 2 Jan. 1974 and not even half
way it became apparent that we couldn't possibly reach 
Singapore in twelve days; it was t hen decided to call at 
Surabaia. Singapore was ca lled and asked to inform 
Suraba ia that a ten days stock was requ ired, also t hat 
the ship had no rad io-contact with Surabaia Radio, had 
no V HF and no chart of t he Western Fairway, so needed 
piloting f rom outside. As it later appeared, only pa rt of 
t his information reached Surabaia. 

Anchored near t he Western Fa irway entrance on 5 Jan
uary . Weather still quite rough. One Polish ship got a 
pi lot, but not M usi. Having no means of contact wi th 
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Surabaia (PKD w as ca lled several t imes on 2182 but 
never heard ) we phoned Singapore in the evening, asking 
them to phone t hrough to Surabaia that M usi was already 
one day at anchor waiting for a pi lot . The pilot boarded 
th e next day, 6 Jan. 1974, at 7 a.m. 

In Surabaia t he boat scheduled for seven o'clock came 
at nine, stores would come later etc. Somet ime during 
the day we managed to get our stores and water 
on board. We could have sailed t here and then had not 
the problem of t he "white books" arisen. Around 4 p.m. 
t he Agent came on board and told us t hat t he ship 
cou ldn't sail, s ince 6 Indonesian crewme.(!:lbers were not 
in possession of t he required "white boo!<", meaning a 
permit to work on foreign ships. Offices being closed, 
th is matter would have to be iro ned out the next day. 
It took two days to go through all the red tape needed 
to get the crewmembers concerned a temporary permit 
to work aboard Musi. The 25 drums MDF, we were 
assured, would come during t he 9t h. We had a pa ir of 
derricks up t hat w hole day, but no lighter with drums 
was sighted. Finally, the following afternoon everything 
was settled, departure papers were delivered and the ship 
was ready to sail. 

W hat was planned as a "h it -and-run" action, only purpose 
to get provisions, t urned out to be a five day loss of time. 

When Musi came to Timor for the last time under Rll 
house flag, a party w as held to introduce the community 
to the new owners. 

28.2.74 So I came to bid farewell and stressed t he fact 
t hat nothing wou ld change except the flag and t he Captain, 
since HEM is a subsidiary company of RIL. Musi would 
continue to serve t he Province of Timor in just the same 
way t hat she had always done. 

The governor t hanked me for all I had done for the 
Province in t he way of trade promotion and service to 
the community and bestowed on me the (Portuguese 
tradition) great honour of embracing me w hen we parted. 



FAREWELL 

Mr H.M. van der Schalk 

In Februnry Mr H.M . van der Schalk 
made a farewell visit to Japan, Hong 

Kong and Singapore prior to his re

tirement after a lo ng career with RIL. 
Only in November 1973 Mr van der 

Schalk celebrated his 40th anniver
sary with t he Company. Appointed 

Manag ing Director (Amsterdam) on 

1st January 1965, after the NSU 

merger in 1970 he also became 
Vice-Chairman of the Executive Board 

of NSU. 

On 25th February, Managing Direc

tors in Hong Kong gave a cocktail 
party for Mr and Mrs van der Schalk 

at the Hong Kong Country Club . 
Many RIL staff members and their 
wives came to say farewell to the 
guests of ho nour. 

From I. to r. :-Mr P. Tsang Cheung Ying, Mr Fok Kam Chiu, Mr van der 
Schalk, Mr M . Chan Yick M an, M r Lee Mou Yuen, Mr C. Ho A Foen and 
Mr Woo Siu Hung. 

From I. to r.:-Mrs Kasteleijn, Mrs Postuma, Mr Kasteleijn , Mrs and 
Mr van der Schalk, Mr Postuma and Mr van Kretschmar. 

During his v is it to Japan. a farewell 

party was held for Mr van der 
Schalk on 19th February in the 

RIL KK Japan Management Office . 
About forty-five staff members were 

present including the managerial 
staff from Eurobridge Ltd. and RIL 

home and regional staff from the 
Kantoh area. 

Mr van der Schalk chatting with Mr 

T. Usami (Tokyo Ag.) and Mr F.J.A. 
Hens. 
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• serv1ce 
• • ann1versar1es 

Miss Jenny Au-Yeung: Sen ior Typist HK HO TP. 
entered Rll service on 17-3-1949. 

Mr l au Yun Kuen: Clerical Staff HK HO VZ. 
entered Rll service on 15-2- 1949. 
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Captain H.l. van Dam. 
entered KPM service on 10-1-1949. 

Chief Officer F.E. de Nieuwe. 
entered K PM service on 15-1-1949. 
(photo by Apprentice Offi cer R.D. de Hond, Straat Nagoya) 

Mrs Ho Ann: Domestic Staff HK HO. 
entered Rll service on 15-2-1949. 



Mr Chung Nam Kioen: Head Clerk Finance & Accounts 
Dept., Singapore. 
entered KPM service on 12-1-49. 

Mr H. Fukutomi: Assistant Manager. Kobe. 
entered RIL service on 16-2-49. 

Mr Tan Chiang Teo: Marketing Executive, Singapore. 
entered Rotterdam Trading Company serv ice on 1-1-49. 

Mr Ng Kwok Kuen: Clerical Staff HK HO AP. 
entered RIL service on 3-2-1949. 

Mr Lau Vat Choy: Clerical Staff HK HO AP. 
entered RIL service on 14-3-1949. 
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In November 1973, my husband, my 
father-in-law and I spent a month 
trekking in Nepal. Walking in the 
heart of the Himalayas, we expe
rienced a little of Nepalese village 
life and saw the world' s highest 
mountain peaks at close range. W e 
strongly recommend this inexpensive 
holiday to anyone with time and 
plenty of energy to spare. 

Every day t hree buses traverse the 
precipitous road from Kathmandu to 
Pokhara, one of the few motor roads 
which exist in Nepal. By 7.00 a.m. 
we were clambering around on the 
roof of our bus try ing to secure our 
baggage to the roofrack, prior to 
departure at 7.30 a.m. Underway 
and only a few miles down the road 
we passed the 6.30 bus, appropriate
ly named " Best of Luck"; it had 
already broken down. Our own bus 
was just labelled " Group Graduate 
Enterprise", which certainly inspired 
more confidence than the third of 
the t rio called, "Trust in God." By 
9.30 a.m. we too had ground to a 
halt with a blocked fuel pipe. But 
having faithfully burnt our joss sticks 
before departure, w ho could doubt 
that w e would event uall y arrive 
safely? 

The chief discomfort of t he nine hour 
journey was that the three of us 
were squashed onto a bench seat 
obviously designed for two. Most of 
the passengers were Nepalese, with a 
few young hippies from Kathmandu, 
a handful of rather scruffy- looking 
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.. ' TREKKING IN NEPAL 

Part 1-The path to Tibet 
by Mrs T. Charter 

Many of the temples and 
stupas in Kathmandu are 
over 2,000 years old. The 
influence of the famous 
Newari craftsmen of the 
Kathmandu valley can be 

I 
seen in temples all over 
Asia. 

tourists like ourselves, a yapping dog 
and some bus-sick army recruits . 
Ascending the fin al mountain pass, 
we just missed a couple of oncoming 
vehicles, careered towards a ditch 
and heard a noise horribly reminis
cent of a burst tyre-lucki ly it was 
just the silencer being torn off t he 
exhaust pipe. 

From Pokhara (2,500 ft . above sea 
level) we set out on a twenty day 
trek. Our fina l destination w as the 
Annapurna Sanctuary ( 13,000 ft.). 
one of the world's most breathtaking 
natural arenas situated at the base of 

Threshing rice by a time tested m ethod. 

Annapurna and encircled by 26,000 
ft. peaks. But first we intended to 
"walk ourselves in " along the trading 
route which leads up over the Mus
tang pass and into Tibet. 

We started out along an intensively 
cultivated plateau. With a subsist
ence economy and eleven million 
mouths to feed, it is not surprising 
to find terracing up to altitudes of 
10,000 ft. Vi llages consist of groups 
of two-storey mud houses painted a 
wa rm terracotta colour and decorated 
with elaborately carved black timber 
w indow frames. Surprisingly sophis-

l 
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ticated in design each house has a 
sloping roof, over-hanging eaves, and 
a verandah which usually shelters 
an assortment of chickens, goats, 
sheep, ducks and babies in w icker 
c radles. The children in the v illage 
seem intensely proud of their im
portant role herding goats and water 
buffalo while the adults are busy 
with the rice harvest. 

Ascending the first incline, we found 
that a typical Nepalese path consists 
of steep stone steps which in places 
can deteriorate to a slippery scree 
of loose rocks. Mules are responsible 
for most of the damage to the tracks . 
Everyday we passed mule trains 
carrying salt and skins from Tibet. 
Their herders on foot or riding sturdy 
ponies often wea r the traditional 
tibetan dress consisting of pleated 
skirts, striped apron and embroider
ed boots, their long hair plaited and 
wound around th eir heads; others 
wear western-style trousers and 
carry transistor radios . What cannot 
be carried by mule is carried by man 
in a conical shaped wicker basket 
held in place by a cloth band passed 
around the forehead. The sick and 
injured must also t ravel this way, 
seated in the wicker baskets. To 
cross the valley both man and mule 
must balance on a rickety suspension 
bridge 150 ft . long and 50 ft . above 
the river gorge. 

Forewarned that food could be scarce 
in Nepal we had come well prepared. 

What cannot be carried by 
mule is carried by man in 
a conical shaped wicker 
basket held in place by a 
cloth band passed around 
the forehead. 

With camping equipment and three 
weeks food supply to carry, we 
decided to take four porters with 
us. Despite the language barrier we 
found their help invaluable. In the 
evening they would select a camp
site. As flat ground was scarce we 
usually camped on an uncultivated 
paddy or on a grassy patch in front 
of the local school, or temple. Rising 
at 6 a.m. and dismantling camp, the 
porters established the daily routine. 
Setting out at 7 a.m. we stopped at 
10 a.m. for breakfast, resuming our 
trek at midday. Their basic diet was 
baht (rice) and dahl (lentils) cooked 

V illage houses w ere sophisticated in design. 

over a camp fire with chillies and 
spices which grow in profusion. We 
survived on porridge, soup, c risp
bread, rice and dried meat cooked on 
a primus stove. Occasionally fresh 
eggs and vegetables were obtain
able; oranges were plentiful and 
could be bought for a few paesas, 
or in exchange for another form of 
currency, an inexpensive ballpoint 
pen. When we found a v illage store 
which stocked beer it was cause for 
celebration. 10 days trek out of 
Pokhara t he beer was cheaper than 
in Kathmandu-"overheads are less" 
the local storekeeper explained! 
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On an average day we climbed and 
descended 3,000 ft . On the third day 
however we faced a formidable 6,000 
ft. climb. For the first three hours 
we walked up a continuous stone 
staircase. As if to compensate our 
lunch stop, under a flowering w il d 
cherry tree, commanded a spectacu
lar v iew of the valleys below us and 
a g limpse of Annapurna through a 
break in the hills. The slope became 
more gradual as we entered the 
thick mossy rhododendron forest. 
The rhododendron trees are often 
over 2 ft. in diameter and grow to 
a height of 60 ft . Crossing mountain 
streams the path itself often became 
a water course. Camped at Goripani 
(the name means "cold water") at 
the top of this 9,400 ft . pass, the 
temperature dropped below freezing. 
The following morning, we climbed 
Pun hill, 11 ,100 ft . Our reward was a 
spectacu lar panorama of the Anna
puma and Daulg iri ranges; to the 
south a network of river valleys 
extends to the plains of Northern 
India. Feeling a swift vibration to my 
left I turned to see an eagle with a 
5 ft. wing span sail past no more 
t han 100 feet away. 

Two days later we were indulging 
in the luxury of a rest day in the 
sunny valley of Tato Pani, watched 
over by the ethereal snow peak, 
Nilgiri. A popular place with trekkers, 
"Tato pani" means " hot springs"; 
to bathe your aching limbs in a hot 
spring pool is bliss and we were not 
surprised to be sharing our bath 
with a Japanese trekker and two 
Nepalese girls . Rest day meant wash-

-- ' .(.:: 

Resting in a magnificent valley near the hot springs at Tato Pani. 

day, which involved taking what 
little clothing we had down to the 
village stream. Pounding clothes on 
the flag-stones of the footbridge 
proved hazardous however, as every 
few minutes a herd of mules, goats 
or water buffalo seemed to want to 
cross! 

Tato Pani is a sma ll mecca for the 
students and hippies, whom we met 
along the trail. We also passed a 
group of hearty Bavarian walkers, 
well into their 60's, patronising an 
organ ized trek w ith dozens of por
ters in tow. More pathetic were the 
tibetan refugees moving south, their 
wicker baskets heavi ly laden w ith all 
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their possessions, even the sma llest 
ch ildren carrying heavy loads. 

Despite the diversion of all these 
t ravellers, the village children never 
lost their interest in us. At dawn on 
a cold morning, g ingerly poking my 
nose out of the tent I would be 
greeted by a row of inquiring little 
faces. Children with babies strapped 
on their backs were huddled under 
tJ communal blanket several ya rds 
away, their eyes following every 
move I made. Every bit of rubbish 
we put out to burn vanished at once. 
I saw one little boy proudly sporting 
a hat made from the wrapping off 
our roll of toilet paper. 

To reach Ghasa, the last v ill age on 
this part of the trek, we had to pass 
through a long narrow gorge. For 
half a day we followed a path carved 
into the cliff face of the gorge, with 
a 300 ft . drop to the foaming river 
below. Overhanging rocks looked 
precariously balanced . In one place 
t he path had been swept away by 
a landslide; in another a log was 
placed across a gap in the path. The 
inhabitants of Ghasa belong to the 
Thakalis tribe and are very tibetan 
in feature and dress. Their houses 
are also quite different to any we 
had seen before, t heir flat roofs 
being used for a variety of purposes 
including storing wood, spinning 
wool and weav ing and dehusking 
maize. There are so many different 
tribes and cu ltures in Nepal that 
every village holds fresh interest for 
the trekker. 

To reach Ghasa we had to pass through a long narrow gorge. (to be continued) 
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Star Attraction- Straat Futami 

A spect acular picture-taking party took place on board 
Straat Futami while she was berthed in Durban harbour 
on 24th January. Former film producer Mr Rokusha, now 

M anaging Director of the Kokusai Theatre Revue came 

aboard with a bevy of beautiful Japanese girls from the 

Revue. Star attraction of the show was Miss Hiromi 

Kasuga, well-known to millions of Japanese people . The 

Kokusai Revue, which has been showing for six months 

in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town, is a subsidiary 

of the Shockiku Organization. Their visit to Straat Futami 

was organized by Mr T. Makuira. 

For two hours the thirty-five show-girls appeared in 

various costumes and kimonos to pose for the cameras 

on the decks and bridge of Straat Futami . Representatives 

of the press and fi lm industry were also present. 

Afterwards everyone relaxed at a highly successfu l cock

tail party held o n board. RIL presented the girls with 
orchid corsages and the male Japanese dressers with a 

bottle of sake. Then Miss Hiromi Kasuga presented 
Captain P. Maas and Mr Halkema (Manager Durban 

Agency) with miniature statues of a Kokusai girl wearing 

a special kimono while graduating from theatrical high

school , and with hand mirrors for their " ocksans" (wives). 
Improving a little on the 

RIL funnel. 

Captain P. Maas, the 

centre of attention. 

73 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

We are not amused ! 

Having read the article reprinted from 
the Times, " Businessmen who drive 
hard bargains" by Sue Masterman, 
I must quote the late Queen Victoria 
and say: " We are not amused". 
Actually, it raises my hackles. 

I suppose t hi s article is from the 
Sunday Times as it is a typical 
space-filler for a U.K. Sunday paper. 
The article touches me on a raw 
spot. not only because of some 
doubtful statements and say ings 
about the " Dutch" , but mainly be
cause I have an aversion to that 
epithet w hich has many denigrating 
meanings. Sue Masterman has illus
trated several of these which she 
must have looked up somewhere. I 
should like to suggest t hat she has 
another look, in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica for instance, and reads 
up on the subject under: Nether
lands, Holland and also German or 
Germany and Dutch or Deutsch; 
Anglo-Saxons also came from Ger
man tribes ! 

To begin w ith , I dislike be ing called 
a Dutchman o r even a Hollander. I 
was born in the province of Holland, 
even in Amsterdam, but I am a 
Netherlander. I have for many years 
tried to explain to English speaking 
people w hy I do not want to be 
called by t he w rong nationality. Most 
re su lts have been good I am glad to 
say, but as I am one of the few who 
t ries to get this unpleasant sounding 
word out of use the main resu lt is 
insufficient, more so as my own 
countrymen could not care less, they 
cannot be bothered; the greater part 
hardly speak basic Engli sh anyway, 
even if nowadays people intersperse 
our language with unnecessary Eng
lish words they have picked up and 
t hink smart to use. 

Thi s country is called " Nederland" , 
we are " Nederlanders" the language 
is " Nederlands"; ( In English:-The 
Netherlands, Netherlanders and 
Netherlands}. Ca lling us Hollanders 
is also wrong, as only about one 
quarter of Netherlanders may be 
ca lled that; there are nine other 
provinces. Certainly a Frisian does 
not want to be called a Hollander. 
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Why this has never been changed 
in the Engli sh language is strange, 
unless one can ascribe it to t he Eng
lish way of sticking to old customs, 
against w hich I have no objection 
when they are nice, but not in this 
case . 

The Engli sh, or Briti sh if you like, 
stubbornly go on giv ing countries 
w rong names. To mention only two 
of them, we are called " Dutch" and 
the " Deutsch" are ca lled "German". 
What you call " Germany" they 
themselves call " Deutschland" even 
since they were divided. " Deutsch " 
properly pronounced sounds prac
tically like " Dutch" and we do not 
want to be mixed up. Somewhere 
in the dark ages I suppose when 
German tribes and others roamed 
Europe and, there being no RAF, 
invaded England, there was already 
the name Diutisk and Diet and Diets 

:" (pronounced w ith a short "e" like in 
beet) and from t hat word, meaning 
" people " the Deutsch evolved . The 
Lower Countries were included in 
these movements of races and tribes ; 
but the name " Nederland" , has been 
offic ial since 1648 when the Low 
Countries ( 12 provinces I believe ) 
broke away from the Deutsch. The 
word " Dutch" however, stuck to us. 
Samuel Pepys used it and the word 
" Hol land" in his diary, but never 
" Nederland" as far as I can find. 
France, Ita ly, Greece and most na
tions are called by their proper 
names, so w hy not we? I know the 
word is easier to say than Nether
lander, we are in such a hurry these 
days, but I would not think of calling 
a Scot or a Welshman " English " and 
I do not think that calling an Engli sh
man a " limey" is appreciated, and 
that is how Dutch sounds to me. 

I wou ld like to add that our dear 
Queen Juliana is the "Queen of The 
Netherlands" , not of Holland or 
Dutchland. Even if t his w riting may 
seem schoolmasterish or pedantic, 
I am very fond of Britain and the 
English language; my wife and I read 
it more than our own language. 

E.M. Drukker (Captain retd.) 

Reply by Sue Masterman 

I was most interested to read E.M. 
Drukker (Captain retired}'s letter to 
you on the subject of Dutch versus 
Netherlanders, and hope that his 
hackles are back in their proper place 
by now. I much appreciate your giv
ing me a chance to reply in brief. 

I am married to a Dutchman, Anton 
Koene, also a journalist working 
for the Dutch daily paper De Tijd. 
We have seven children and step
children , of whom four at secondary 
school , whose favorite sport is cor
recting my interpretation of all things 
Dutch, so I can't complain of lack 
of criticism . The piece which has 
made the Captain rattle his sabre 
was originally meant to l ighten a 
somewhat heavy-footed supplement 
in The Times on Dutch industry. It 
passed the family censor, and created 
quite a lot of amusement here when 
it appeared among our Dutch bus i
ness friends. 

can sympathise with Captain 
Drukker's irritation about t he use of 
Holland instead of the Netherlands, 
and can follow the logic of his 
argument t hat people in the Nether
lands should be call ed Netherlanders, 
although my classics-orientated hus
band says it won 't pass the pro
fessorial fil ter since it is technically 
a bi lingual 'contaminatio'. 

Since 1964 I have managed to get 
most British papers to call the Hook 
and Flushing by their proper names, 
Hoek van Holland and Vl issingen, 
but I'm not going to try to get the 
English speaking world turned on 
to s-Gravenhage instead of The 
Hague. Far be it from me to presume 
that I can change the name of the 
inhabitants of this land of much
mixed ancestry. That's a job for an 
elected government, not for me. 
Besides which " Du tch" fits better 
in the headl ines. 

Sue Masterman 



Reception in Hong Kong 
On 26th February a reception was 
held at the Hong Kong Club for RIL 
staff members and business asso
ciates to welcome Mr H.M . Roos, 
the newly appointed Director of RIL 
(HK) Lt d. and to say farewell to 
the outgoing Director, Mr F.O. van 
Randwyck . 

The transfer of management of RIL 
( HK ) Ltd . from Mr van Randwyck 
to M r Roos will take place on 11 th 
A pril. 

From I. to r ., Mr Lee Kwok Leong, Mr F.O. 
van Randwyck, Mr and Mrs Fei Yi Ming, 
Mrs F.O. van Randwyck and Mr and Mrs 
H.M . Roos. 

PERSONALITIES 
Mr W . Winkelman (Manager M ktg . 
Dept.) made a business t rip to 
Singapore from 1Oth to 14th March . 

Mr A .G.P. van Onzenoort ( HK HO 
EDP) made a business trip to Singa
pore from 10th to 30th M arch . 

Mr B. Williams ( General Manager 
Jackson Spring ( Pty) Ltd.) made a 
business trip to Hong Kong from 
Austral ia f rom 20th to 30th March . 

Mr J . Wiss (S ingapore) and Mr 
N.L. Padt ( HK HO VZ) made a 
business t rip to Fiji and New Zealand 
leaving Hong Kong on 22nd March. 
In New Zealand they were joined by 
Chief Officer F.E. de Nieuwe. 

CONFERENCE 
Managers from all areas attended 
the Sixth Managers Conference in 
Hong Kong in the last week of 
March. 

Mr J . Balhuizen (Singapore) 
Mr Ph. Bangert (Wellington) 
Mr F.J .A . Hens (Tokyo) 
Mr J . van Middelkoop 

( Durban) 
Mr H.C.G.l. Ribbink (Amsterdam) 
M r H.M. Roos ( Hong Kong) 
Mr P. van Schaardenburg 

(Buenos Aires) 
Mr H. Wever (Sydney) 

Mr J . Groenendijk (Managing Direc
tor Liner Group NSU) and Mr W .J. 
Eijk (Manager Coordination of Re
search and Planning, Liner Group 
NSU) also joined the meeting . 

Farewell in Japan 
On 7th February a party was held 
by RIL KK for Japan Management 
staff to say farewell to Mr J .W.H . 
Weissink and Mr H.M . Roos. Mr 
Roos has spent t he last eight years 
in Japan working with RIL Kobe / 
Eurobridge Tokyo Man., whilst Mr 
Weissink has spent 6 and a half 
years working with Tokyo M an. 
The party was also an opportunity 
to welcome Mr W.K . Mink and Mr 
H.K. van der Schatte Olivier who 
have been ass igned to RIL Tokyo 
M an. and Eurobridge Tokyo Man. 
respectively. 

From I. to r., Mr Mink, Mr Weissink , Mr 
Roos and Mr van der Schatte Olivier. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

3rd Engineer J .L.M . Geuskens ( Safocean 
Auck land ) to Miss D. Sad ien Raad, on 
11th February at Capetown. Radio Officer 
H.J . Loenen to Miss K. Hashimoto. on 
15th February at Kobe. 

Chief Engineer A.M. P. van der Avert 
(Yokohama) to Miss Y. Mens, on 20th 
February at Halsteren. 

2nd Engineer W .G. A lberda (Straat Bali) 
to Miss E. Prins, on 8th March at Rijswijk . 

New Arrivals 

Mrs A . Hui-Cheung Lai Wah ( HK HO FIN) ; 
a son, Hui Kwan Ho, on 10th January. 

Mr Kwok Hung Fat (HK HO FIN} ; a son. 
Kwok Ka Yu. on 24th February. 

Mr Ho Chai (HK HO ACC) ; a son Ho Po 
Wah, on 25th February . 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
Personnel who recently took up employment: 

Miss H.J . Burggraaf 
Mr J .A . Maitland 
., M .W . Kuitert 

Secretary 
Home Staff Employe 
4th Officer 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr F.H. Bregman 

" J . Jonkers 

" 
R.P.A . de Kreek 

" L.J.M . Bauman 

" 
R. Busink 

" J . van Meeuwen 

" P.J . M eijer 

" L.F. van de Nadort 

" A . Veenstra 
B.J . Visser 

LEAVE 

Mr J .Ch. Hermans 
.. A . Kruger 

D. Plooy 
Z. van Voorthuizen 
J .Tj . Wouda 
F. van Akkeren 
R. de Jongh 
E.E. Kip 
A .A . de Lijster 
N.E.F.M . van der Schrieck 
G.A. Smit 
L.H . Veenenbos 
J.J . Bakker 
C.J . Bruchner 
H.J. van Gorcum 
G. Koster 
J . Mennega 
Th.P. van der Heyden 
E.C. Snoek 
G.W . van Hout 
H. Baas 

., P. Jansen 

.. P.L.Ph. Otter 

., R.G.A .J . Gabler 

.. J .F. Nienhuis 

., G.G. Olthoff 

., J .W . Ruck 

., J .M . Schaap 

., M .C. Wildschut 

., A.M . Zandee 

., J .K. van Zalinge 

., H.J . de Bruine 

., A . Eygenraam 

., J .M.A. Frings 

., H.C. Starn 

., C.A . Tempelaars 

., F.A.C. Borsboom 

., W .C. Baars 

., E.H. Claassen 
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2nd Officer Th.l 9-1-74 
Th.l 5-2-74 
I 12-2-74 

3rd Th.ll 7-2-74 
4th Ill 29-1-74 

Ill 5-2-74 
Ill 17-1-74 
Th.ll 17-1-74 
Ill 24-1-74 
Ill 14-2-74 

Chief Officer 

" 
2nd 

3rd 

4th 
2nd Engineer 

" 
3rd 

/ Elect . 

" 
4th 

" 
5th 

Mr F.A .B. Dekker 
., P.J.M. Geerlings 
., R.H. van Krimpen 

P.C. de Moor 
., R. van Suylekom 
., F.J . van Riel 
., K.P. Schijff 

Those who returned are: 

Mr P.O. A lgra 
R.A . Corten 

., R. Hoi 

., H.K. Labrie 

., H.W . Lijd ing 

., H. de M eyer 

., J.L. Nobels 

., R. van Willigenburg 

., W .H.C. Wijnhorst 

., C.J .G. van den Hurk 

., R.P. Koerse 

., G. de Koning 

., L.J.B. Lagendijk 

.. A .J . van der Leest 

., A .J. Martijn 

., J . Reitsma 

., A .J.M. van Schijndel 

., L.M. Drewes 

., E.A . Koerse 

., J .A . Thijsse 

., M .A .R. Zeilstra 

.. Th. van Hilten 

., P.J . M eijer 
" H.C. Tijsterman 
., A . Veenstra 
., W .G. Alberda 
., J.C.M. Noordermeer 
., J.H.W.M. van Oostveen 
., P.A. A lstede 
., A . Bovenschen 
., N.R. Klaus 
.. F.R.M. Kousbroek 
., D.G. van Lopik 
.. E.V.A . Muller 

.. D.J.C. Scholtsz 

.. C.J . van der Have 

.. J .H. Weijermars 

.. J .J .B. Jongma 

., H. Kerkhof 

.. K.T. Lyczak 
.. P. Spoelstra 
.. E.W . van der Wei 
.. G.J . Zijderveld 
., J .O. Kieffer 

5th Engineer 

Appr . 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

.. 
3rd 

" 
4th 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

.. 
4th 

" 
5th 

Appr . 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

posted to: 

Straat Bali 
Safocean A delaide 
Straat Van Diemen 
Asian Express 
Straat Cook 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Forcados 
Straat Rio 
Straat Fiji 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Nassau 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straat Rio 
Straat Napier 
Straat Mozambique 
Asian Express 
Straat Singapore 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Luanda 
Straat Cook 
Safocean A uckland 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straat Clarence 
Asian Enterprise 
Straat Bal i 
Straat Franklin 
Straat Singapore 
Tjitarum 
Straat Torres 
Straat Napier 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Hobart 
(correction) 
Straat luanda 
Straat Franklin 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Rio 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Torres 
Asian Express 

Mr J .W .H. Weissink was transferred from Tokyo (Japan Manage
ment) to Hong Kong Head Office . 

Mr H.M . Roos was transferred from Eurobridge (Tokyo) to Hong 
Kong MH . 

Mr H.J . Hagens was transferred from Durban to Sydney after 
subseq uent home leave . 

Mr K.W . Draayer was transferred from Hong Kong MH to Sao 
Paulo after subsequent home leave . 

Mr F. van Hoorn was transferred from Mombasa to Durban. 



tRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain H. Boeree, Master of STRAAT NASSAU went on home 
leave. 
Captain F. List was posted to STRAAT NASSAU following home 
leave. 

Captain J.H.W. Voigt , Master of STRAAT NAPIER went on home 
leave. 

Captain G. van der Spoel was posted to STRAAT NAPIER fol
lowing home leave. 

Captain L.J . Eyken , Master of STRAAT TA LBOT was transferred 
to TJITARUM. 

Act. Captain J.J. Duit, Master of T JITARUM was transferred to 
STRAAT TALBOT. 

Captain Th.H. Rappard, Master of STRAAT TAURANGA was trans
ferred to STRAAT CUMBERLAND after the delivery of STRAAT 
TAURANGA to Konink lijke Nedlloyd B.V . 

Captain H. Pronk, Master of STRAAT CUMBER LAND went on 
home leave. 
Captain P. Maas, Master of STRAAT FUTAMI went on home leave. 
Captain R. Severien was posted t o STRAAT FUTAMI following 
intermediate leave. 
Captain J. Verburg, Master of STRAAT FLORIDA went on home 
leave. 
Captain J .J . van Nu s was posted to STRAAT FLORIDA following 
home leave. 
Act. Captain A . Bikker, Master of ST RAAT LUANDA went on home 
leave. 

Captain E. van de Wetering was posted to STRAAT LUANDA 
following home leave. 
Chief Officer (BMC) R. Edsen of MUSI went on home leave after 
the delivery of the vessel to her new owners. 
Chief Engineer J . Verdonk of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE went on 
home leave. 

Chief Engineer M.G. de Wever was posted to SAFOCEAN 
ADELAIDE fo llowing home leave. 

Act . Chief Engineer L. Balje of SAFOCEAN AUCK LAND was trans
ferred to STRAAT FLORIDA as 2nd Engineer. 

Chief Engineer P. Bakker was posted to SAFOCEA N AUCKLAND 
following home leave. 

Chief Engineer J .J .A. Guitoneau of STRAAT BALl went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer W .H. van der Poel was posted to STRAAT BALl 
follow ing home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Weevers of STRAAT KOREA went on home 
leave. 

Chief Engineer Th.J . Bronsvoort of STRAAT TAURANGA was 
transferred to STRAAT KOREA after the delivery of the former 
vessel t o Koninklijke Nedlloyd B.V . 

Chief Engineer N.M . Meinsma of STRAAT KOBE went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer G.E. Godschalk was posted to STRAAT KOBE 
followi ng home leave. 
Act. Chief Engineer A .C. Hulst of STRAAT FLORIDA went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer A :---1(nk was posted to STRAAT FLORIDA following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer C.H.A . den Boogert of STRAAT JOHORE went on 
home leave. 

Chief Engi neer H.M . Deggens w as posted to STRAAT JOHORE 
follow ing intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer G. van Beek of STRAAT LOM BOK went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer J .C.S. van Bijsterveld was posted t o STRAAT 
LOMBOK following home leave. 

2nd Engineer (CMK) H. J ansen of MUSI w ent on home leave 
after the delivery of the vessel t o her new owners. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with much regret that we report the death of:-

W.F. Huyding (retired Capt ain KPM) , at Leiden, aged 68. 
Th. van der Voort (retired Captain KPM), at The Hag ue, aged 66. 

It is with deep regret that we report th e death of Mr Wong 
Lim Kit. aged 52, in hospital in Hong Kong on 26th 
February. 

During his 19 years serv ice as a Quartermaster with RIL, 
Mr Wong has served o n many vessels including Ruys, 
Nieuw Holland, Tjiwangi and Straat Singapore. His last 
posting was to Straat Franklin w here, in line with the 
Company reorganisation of the Crew ranking system, he 
was 'AB Sailor'. 

Mr Wong was a diligent worker and a kind person, very 
generous and helpful at all t imes. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to hi s wife and son. 

It is w ith the very deepest regret that we report the 
death at the age of 30, of Mr Peter Kingsmill on 
18th January in Sydney. 

For many years Mr Kingsmill was an employee of 
lnterocean A ustralia . During t his time he was well 
known as Chairman of the Social Club and organiser 
of many successful social funct ions including the 
Christmas dinner dances on board Tjiluwah and 
Tjiwangi. In April 1973 Mr Kingsmil l was transferred 
to lnterocean Swire. 

We offer our deepest sympathy to Mrs Kingsmill 
and her three sons. 

Mrs Joyce Kingsmill and family wish to thank all their 
friends from RIL, who have so kindly expressed sympathy 
in so many w ays in their recent sad loss. 
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RIL SOCCER VICTORY 

Since 1965, RIL ( HK) Ltd have regularly been challenging 
their shippers on the soccer pitch. On Saturday 23rd 
February they played once aga in the combined team of 
M essrs Hagemeyer and Borsumy for the Hagemeyer cup. 
Th e match took place at the V ictoria Playground. Mem
bers of th e RIL team were Messrs. P.H. Blok, 0 . Laman 
T rip, K.W . Yan, Leo Tjon, C.K. Lam, K.C. Shum, S.K. 
Poon, C. Lam and H.W. Yeung. 

The k ick-off was at 1.15 p.m. During the first half every 
RIL attack was sk ilfully saved by the opponent's goal
keeper, Mr de Haan, w hose performance was much 
admired by all the spectators. Moreover the R IL side were 
at a disadvantage as Leo Tjon, t heir goalkeeper arrived 
late; meanwhile their opponents scored a goal. 

Play was even tougher during the second half, but with 
a final score of goals 6 to 3, RIL w ere the victors. 

After the game, players and supporters enjoyed liquid 
refreshments, sates and other M alaysian dishes, at a 
nearby restaurant. 

Speeches w ere made by RIL's Mr P.H. Blok and by Mr 
J .B.M . Litmaath w ho promised to t rain his team better 
befo re next year' s match. 
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( photo by Mr Wong Han) 

FLEET FACTS 

A SAS complement of vessels will be strengthened 
as from May when Straat Bali (ex CH IWAS) will 
enter t hi s service as a temporary nineth vessel. 
CHIWAS wi ll, for the time being , be operated by 
the remaining four vessels. 

Straat Chatham called at Apia (Western Samoa) 
at the beginning of March, on her way from Singa
pore to Fiji and New Zea land, to discharge 1,265 
tons of canned fish. 

On 11 th M arch Musi was transferred to new owners 
in Singapore . 

Straat Le Maire/ 54 gave her last east-bound sailing 
in EAAS in early March. This sh ip w ill enter ASTS 
in early April. 

In M arch Straat Johore underwent DMO in New
cast le Australia, during wh ich the vessel was 
adapted for full unitisation prior to her employ in 
the new self-contained IN 0 lAS. Straat Singapore 
wi ll undergo similar OMO and adaptation in May. 
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During her recent Hong Kong ca ll, Asian Enterprise loaded 
a 37ft. cabin cruiser which was neatly stowed in between 
the containers on deck. 

(Photo by Mr Peter Barton, AAE Unit Officer HK ) 
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