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• serv1ce 
• • ann1versar1es 

Mr P. van Schaardenburg: Manager, South America. 
entered Rll servi ce on 15-10-1948 

Mr Chan Po Lam: Clerical Staff, HKHO. 
entered Rl l service on 4-10-1948 
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Mrs Chung Fung: Domestic Staff, HKHO. 
entered RIL service on 15-9-1948 

Mr Poon Chi: Clerical Staff, HKHO. 
entered Rll service on 4-10-1948 

Mr Ho Kung Po, HKHO Clerical Staff, 
celebrated his service anniversary on 
November 6t h. Mr Ho entered RIL service 
on September 1st 1948. 



Mr J.C.l. Geiger: Amsterdam . 
entered RIL service on 2-10-1933 

Mr Tam Tak Fai: Clerical Staff, HKHO. 
entered RIL service on 29-11-1948 
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Bon Natal y 
Feliz Ano Novo 

The Season's Greetings 
from RIL Hong Kong 
to RIL Personnel 
Everywhere 

FELIZ NA VEDAD Y 

BUEN ANO NUEVO 

AKEMASHITE OMEDETO GOZAIMASU 

Selamat Hari Natal 
UKHISIM UZI OMUHLE 

Joyeux Noel et Bonne 
et Heureuse Annee 

Nouvelle 

NONY AKA OMUSHA OMUHLE 

Een Goed Kerst Feest 
Gelukkig Nieuw Jaar Furaha ya Siku Kuu ya Christmas 

na Kheri Kwa Mwaka Mpya 

'n Gelukkige Kersfees en 
'n Voorspoedige Nuwe Jaar MERI KIRIHIMETE NGA 

MIHI MO TE TAU HOU 
BOENG JARI 
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THE 'LEEUW' -A STEAM POWERED YACHT BUILT FOR THE DUTCH ROYAL FAMILY 1826-27 
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POWERED PLEASURE BOATS 

the Dutch started it 
the English improved it and 
the Americans took over 

The January issue of RIL Post will feature a report on 
the International 505 Class World Championships held 
in Hong Kong waters in late November. This should 

delight the purists who rely on the wind and their own 
skill , but in the meantime here's something for the power 

boat enthusiasts. 

In 1660, England, deciding to restore her monarchy, re

called Charles II f rom the continent. Since the age of 
twenty one he had lived in Europe, a part of the time in 
Holland where he had known the joys of yachting. As 
soon as word came of Charles' elevation to t he t hrone, 
t he Prince of Orange put at his disposal the fi nest yacht 

available, and Charles waxed so enthusiastic about it that 
t he Dutch, with a diplomatic eye on future foreign pol icy, 

presented him with a beautiful fifty footer, the Mary. 

In 1720, only 35 yea rs after the King's death, t here were 
enough yachting enthusiasts among t he Irish alone to 
form t he world 's f irst yacht club, the Cork Water Club. 



The first power yachts were big steam-driven palaces 
maintained by wealthy owners as a private means of 
transportation- the sort of thing , but on a much grander 
scale, that Dutch owners had gone in for two and a half 
centuries earlier. This was about the limit of the power 
boat's use as a pleasure craft so long as only steam was 
ava ilable; stoking a furnace was hardly the way to spend 
Sunday afternoon on the water. By the end of t he nine
teenth century, however, t he internal combustion engine 
had made its debut, and this changed things dramatically . 
In Germ any, Gottlieb Daimler of automobile fame launched 
a power-boat in 1885, and three years later G. Priestman 
in England was carrying out tria ls of one of his own 
design. Both these men were working w ith expensive, 
custom-made racing craft. In America however a different 
and ultimately far more important tack was being taken . 

In 1894, Christopher Columbus Smith tried mounting a 
small naptha eng ine in o ne of his boats . He wasn't able 
to achieve any appreciable success until a decade later, 
after the perfecting of the carburetor had helped the 
internal combustion motor no end. By 1906, Smith 's 
Chris-Craft Corporation was turning out twenty-six-foot 
boats that cou ld do eighteen miles per hour and by 1905 
there were enough craft on the market for the first 
National Boat Show to be held. 

Those were the days! You could get a fourteen-foot boat, 
steel or wood hull, powered by an inboard engine, for 
one hundred dollars; three years later, do-it-yoursel fers 
were offered a knockdown kit which gave them even 
more boat for half that price. 

The emphasis during these years was on speed. In 1903 
the British International Trophy Race (the Harmsworth 
Trophy ) held its first meet and in 1904 America ' s Gold 
Cup Race was first held. In 1912 the hydroplane made 
its appearance and raised the potential speed to new 
levels; by the end of World War I, the racing record was 
up almost to the seventy mph mark. It took until after 
the war for the Motorboat Show to stage an exhibition 
of motor cruisers, on any sizeable sca le. Even in this field 
speed was not forgotten ; in the twenties boats such as 
the Sea-Skiffs, which combined strength with speed, 
appeared on the market. (Cynics li ke to point out t hat 
this type of craft added to t he joys of yachting that of 
running in cases of w hiskey at a speed comfortably in 
excess of the local Coast Guard patrols.) By 1930 there 
were 1-i million privately owned boats in the United 
States alone, and th is does not include boats powered 
by another device that has since raised the figure to 
astronomical heights -the outboard motor. 

MOTOR BOATING IN THE STYLE OF THE 1900s: THE CHAUFFEUR TAKES THE LADIES FOR A SPIN 
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There are reports that Daimler displayed an outboard 

of his make in t he 1893 Chicago World's Columbian 

Exposition. Be that as it may, the first recorded public 

demonstration was made by a Frenchman who, in 1902, 

put-putted down the Seine with his Motogodille 'power

scull.' Since the contraption was seven feet long (the 

propeller reached four feet below the bottom of the boat) 

and speed was regulated by tilting the unit so that the 

propeller rode higher or lower in the water, it's not 

surprising that it wasn't exactly a success. 1907 saw 

the introduction of the Waterman Porto Mota outboard 

motor, a two-horsepower single-cylinder affair weighing 

only forty pounds which was able to drive an eighteen 

foot boat seven miles per hour and, so the boast ran, 

to run for four hours on one gallon of gasoline. 

the first commercial outboard, the W aterman engine of 1905 
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the original Evinrude of 1909; weight 62 pounds, price 62 dollars 

The most popular outboard of the day was Ole Evinrude's 
Detachable Rowboat Motor which he designed in 1906 
and displayed at the 1909 show; a 1 t hp one-cylinder 
unit that weighed sixty two pounds and for which he 
charged sixty two dollars- a dollar per pound, as he 
explained. It was so successful that, by 1914, Evinrude 
was able to sell out- with a rockbound promise to the 
purchaser that he would stay out of th e business for at 
least five years. In 1921 he was back, marketing his 
successfu l Elto (Evinrude Light Twin Outboard). a forty 
seven pound twin-cylinder engine. By 1922 the company 
that made the Johnson motor had joined the swim with 
their well-known line. A few years later, however, came 
the Great Depression, and t he outboard, as so many 
other things, had to wait until the postwar boom days 
to come into its own. 

abridged from 'An Illustrated History of Ships and Boats' by Uonel 
Casson, (which incidentally would make a good Christmas present 
for those men who don' t need any more ties) 



RILAIR ADOPTS RTG COLOURS 
Ruys Transport Group colours are 
now to be seen in Hong Kong, 
decorating the local RILAIR vans. 
The distinctive orange coloured 
logo, representing a link in the 
transport chain, became part of 
the local scene on October 1st; 
by 1975 all RILAIR vehicles will 
bear the RTG design which is to 
be seen on the Group's vehicles 
throughout the world. 

RILA IR ( Hong Kong) Ltd . has 
been operating in a very com
petitive field since 1969 and is 
now considered to be in the top 
five international air freight com
panies in Hong Kong . Turnover, 
in tonnage, has increased more 
than 500 % in the past three years 
and everything looks set for con
tinued future growth. 

RILAIR in Chinese on one side, RILAIR in English on the other and a combination of both on the rear doors. 

GIANT NUMBER SEVEN 
The latest in the line of Scan 
Dutch container vessels Nedlloyd 
Delft ca lled at Hong Kong on 
October 26th whilst on her maiden 
voyage to the Far East. 

The launching of Nedl/oyd Delft 
signalled the completion of the 
Scan Dutch building programme 
and now the Danish-Dutch-French
Norwegian- Swedish partnership 
has seven giant container vessels 
representing a total of 270,000 
tons dwt., the Nihon, Toyama, 
Selandia , Jutlandia, Ned/loyd De
jima, Korrigan and Ned/loyd Delft. 

The value of these impressively 
fast vessels exceeds one quarter 
of a billion U .S. dollars, added 
to w hich is the value of the re
mainder of the 'hardware '-some 
35,000,000 US dollars worth of 
containers. 

In the course of 24 hours Nedlloyd Delft consumes 400,000 litres of fuel oil. 

OLD DUTCH PORT TO BE REVIVED 
November 1973 

A US$ 9.4 million plan will get under way to establish 
a small but modern port of Anping, where the Dutch 
colonist s built a fortress in the 17th century. 

Under the five-year plan, a 120-meter channel will be 

dredged to allow 5,000 tons ships to dock at Anping, now 
only a fishing vi llage. 

Anping is being converted into a port to relieve port con
gestion at Kaohsiung in southwest Taiwan, the island's 
biggest international seaport and main industrial center. 
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RIL CAPTAIN PERFORMS OPENING CEREMONY 

FLEET FACTS 
To enable Straat Nagoya and Straat Honshu to revert 
to their own services, after having been switched in July 
1973, Straat Nagoya/ 6 (ASAS M mid November sailing) 
w ill proceed directly from Japan to South America to 
re-enter ASAS E in voyage 7, effecting the ea rly March 
1974 sailing from Japan. 

Straat Honshu / 16, making an extended roundtrip of 135 
days, will re-enter ASAS M in voyage 17, sa il ing from 
Japan in mid M arch 1974. 

Straat Talbot and Straat Tauranga will be t ransferred to 
Nedlloyd for employment in Scan lloyd Service. These two 

Report from RIL Kabushiki Kaisha, Kobe. 

The management of Daimaru, t he 
most popular store in Kobe, recent ly 
approached RIL K.K . with an unusual 
request. Their newly enlarged depart 
ment store was to have a very im
pressive official opening ceremony and 
in v iew of the fact that the store was 
the largest in the international port 
city and that the shape of the new 
building 'is something li ke a ship', the 
President of Daimaru decided that it 
would be appropriate for the ceremony 
to be perform ed by the Captain of a 
foreign shipping line, preferably Royal 
lnterocean Lines. 

Captain N. Kroone, Master of mv. 
STRAAT FIJ I accepted the invitation 
and on October 18th, accompanied by 
th e President and General M anager of 
Daimaru, the Captain cut t he ribbon 
and announced t he opening of the 
completed store, to the delight of hun
dreds of guests and onlookers - and 
a very beautiful 'Miss Kobe' . 

vessels w ill be replaced in Austra lia by Straat lagos (ex 
extra employ), in December 1973, and Straat le Maire 
(ex EAAS) end February 1974. 

Prior to delivery to Nedlloyd, Straat Talbot upon com
pletion of discharge of Australia cargo in S/ E Asia, will 
proceed to Japan subsequently g iving an extra sailing to 
South America . 

Straat Tauranga will be available for subsequent employ 
mid February 1974, upon completion of discharge of 
Australia cargo in S/ E Asia . 

TRAVEL DEPARTMENTS PLEASE NOTE Reprinted from The Nautical Magazine. 

t hing t o join, the more people try t heir utmost to get in. 
Curious, but true! 

Susman 's Holiday Anybody? - Thomas Cook Ltd. can 
do almost anyone a holiday with a difference. They are 
masters of the unusual vacation - as well as being able 
to book you a routine flight to Bangkok or a t rain ride 
to Birmingham . This time they have come up with a 
salt-caked horny -handed, storm-enlivened environment in 
w hich middle-aged businessmen can mentally unwind. 
Fourteen weeks on deck in a barquentine, including a 
roundi ng of Cape Horn . 

The thoroughly astonishing aspect is t hat Captain 
Willou ghby and Thos. Cook expect 15 businessmen to 
succumb to the attractions of paying £1220 and work ing 
alongside nine professional seamen. Actually I'm pretty 
sure t hey're dead right, too. The harder you make any-
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The it inerary is a fligh t out to M exico fi rst to join Captain 
Willoughby in t he REG INA MARIS. Then to the Galapagos, 
Lima, Chilean Coast, round Cape Horn and back to Britain . 
Quite an achievement for any person who has worked 
in the City for 40 years. I'll gladly doff my hat to anyone 
who completes the whole voyage. T hey'll certainly be 
newer and better men in mind and spiri t . I'm not sure 
w hat t he voyage will do to t hem physicall y. 
It is. I understand, untrue that the next t rip is to cost 
£2440 because of a special hard-tack slimming diet. 
Salt-beef, salt-pork and salt-fish . Brown stew, wet hash 
and dry hash . A mild bout of scurvy could probably be 
arranged for a sma ll additional fee 



RIL CARRIES NEW ZEALAND THOROUGHBREDS 
One of six horses loaded on board WONOGIRI at 
Tauranga is shown being coaxed into a c rate designed 
especial ly for the safety of this valuable cargo. On this 

occasion four geldings, Carlyle, Photon, Bronze Chief and 
Jet Express, were being shipped for Wrightson N .M .A . 
Ltd . and two, Petit Bullet and East Gold, for Mr K. Browne. 

During the last twelve months Mr Browne, a noted horse
man, racehorse owner and breeder, has shipped more 
than 100 horses on RIL vessels bound for the Philippines, 
Malaysia and Singapore. There is a great demand for race 
horses and polo ponies from New Zealand bloodlines, 
and fu tu re trade looks promising . 

ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH Auckland v Wellington at New Plymouth 

RIL Agents in New Plymouth, Messrs Hooker Bros. Ltd., 
hosted the 4th Annual Cricket Match between Auckland 
and Wellington Agents, and the excellent organ isation 
by Ray Miller and his staff ensured another memorable 
weekend. 

Wellington this yea r regained the t rophy from Auckland 
by scoring 289 runs to 137, but Auckland narrowly took 
the honours in some of t he other pleasurable pastimes 
associated w ith the weekend, for w hich unfortunately 
there are no trophies awarded! 

The Wellington innings was given a fine start by Colin 
Polg lase (55) and Bill 'Ned' Lloyd (27), and t he Welling -

reported by Bruce Heather 

ton score of 289 was too much for Auckland, despite a 
good score of 62 from Steve Brewster. 

The innings played by some of the other members of 
both teams were notable mainly for their briefness! We 
can only assume that pl ayers such as Dennis Carter and 
Rob Bezuijen of Well ington- and M ark Joughin and 
Bruce M athews of A uckland were intoxicated by the 
fresh count ry air of New Plymouth, after coming from 
the smoke of the big cities. 

Despite the varying standards of cricket abi lity, the New 
Zealand Agents are confident that a combined team would 
prove far too strong for their Australian counterpa rts, and 
they are now awaiting a formal challenge from across 
t he Tasman. 

SCORES:-

Wellington 289: Colin Polg lase 55, Bill Lloyd 27, Bruce 
Heather 100, Graham Lark 62. 

Auckland 137: Steve Brewster 62, Phil Jones 27. 

RIGHT HAND DOWN A BIT 
It' s good to know that in an age of sophisticated 
electronics there 's still assistance to be had from a 
Pieremagoggel, and a crowd of knowledgeable onlookers . 

Photographed by Rob Bezuijen during STRAAT CLE
MENT's recent DMO at Port Chalmers. 
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MANOEUVRING SIMULATOR AT WAGENINGEN an account by C.J. Westrate 

During study leave I was invited t o participate in a 
test on t he manoeuvring simulator at the Nederlands 
Scheepsbouwkundig Proefstation at Wageningen. 

The s imulator, built in 1970 at a cost of over 5 mill ion 
Dutch gu ilders, was an extension of the research faci lities 
of NSP. 

U pon reaching that part of the building which housed the 
simu lator I imagined myself to be on board a modern 
ship . First I reached the captain ' s office, and behind that 
the stairs to a very modern wheelhouse. Looking out of 
the foreward windows one could see the foreship of a 
250,000 ton tanker, and also t he sea on each side of t he 
bow. It was fascinating to know that everything was 
designed to simulate an actual ship and that one could 
look out over the horizon, which was projected around 
t he bridge, despite t he fact that the nearest sea is about 
150 kilometres away. 

The wheelhouse is 20' wide, 14' deep and 7' high; all 
around are slanted windows except for a part of the aft 
bulkhead. Mounted is an instrument console with the 
wheel, eng ine teleg raph (which can be adapted to both 
single and twin screw arrangement) , engine remote 

230 

control, repeater compass, rudder angle indicator, rpm 
indicator, log, wind velocity and direction meters, echo 
sounders, V HF and intercom. The chart table and Decca 
navigator are in the centre of the wheelhouse. 

In the front is also a Raytheon M arine Radar System w ith 
a 16 inch screen. This Raytheon radar enables the naviga
tor to ascertain, in the shortest time, the vital information 
of the Closest Point of Approach and the time to C.P.A. 
on a true motion display, and the true course and speed 
on a relative motion display. On true motion it is easily 
possible to take the C.P.A. and time of C.P.A. of eight 
targets in four minutes. There are six choices of presenta
tion and a possibility to plot other sh ips on the screen. 
The location of all instruments can be changed and 
adapted to t he type of bridge of any ship. 

In order to steer the simulated ship the wheel is turned 
and the eng ine telegraph is set in the required position . 
These signals go to a hybrid computer which calculates 
the ship's movement, and th ereafter dictates the position 
of t he projected models so that the change of visual 
display corresponds to the calculated change in t he ship 's 
position. In the computer the behaviour of th e ship has 
been programmed together with the ship's reactions to 
t he rudder, the engine setting, wind, current and waves. 



Also the charts of the waterways in wh ich the ship is 
to be navigated are prog rammed, together w ith such 
influences on t he ship's behaviou r as water depth and 
canal width (bank structure). Besides th is, ship char
acteristics and operation of t he propu lsion plant either 
diesel engine or steam t urbine, have also been pro
grammed in the computor. 
Some manoeuvres which w ere ca rried out: 
entering a harbour 
automatic steering of a ship 
mooring a ship alongside a pier 
approaching a buoy 
multi-l ane t raffic in the Engli sh Channel. 

Some particu lars of the sh ip I manoeuvred: 
Deadweight 250 .000 tons 
Length between the perpendiculars 1100 feet 
Breadth 170 feet 
Draft 65 feet 
One right hand 4 blade propeller. 

During the w eek in Wageningen I made about 27 voyages 
w it h the simulato r and especially in t he beginning it was 
difficu lt to keep a ship on course. 

Those on the course have lea rned a lot about manoeuvring 
big ships, in particular that time is a very important factor 
in any action related to navigation. 
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TRISTAN STAMPS FOR STRAAT ALGOA 
- transcribed from a tape recording made by Radio Officer J . Verhoef 

Philately is seldom featured in two consecutive issues of 
RIL Post , but this month's article is a contribution with 
a difference - as you will see. 

Radio Tristan, this is STRAAT ALGOA answering. Good 
morning, I read you loud and clear. First about business. 
The mail : I w ant your co nfirmation that you have received 
from us nine bags of GPO mail from Cape Tow n. 

Hello STRAAT ALGOA, I do confirm th at I have rece ived 
9 mail bags from t he GPO Cape Town. Thank you very 
much indeed and also thank you for the ship's covers 
that you sent ashore. Now M r Fleming, the administrator, 
is here and he thanks you very much indeed for services 
rendered. 

Roger thank you very much and thank you also for the 
covers you sent to the ship. The Captain has distributed 
them amongst us and w e are very glad. I myself am a 
st amp collector. Probably you found in t he mailbag one 
cover f rom me that has to go to Japan. If possib le I would 
like you to send it by reg istered mail. I enclosed fi ve Rand 
in that envelope and also a small envelope w ith some 
J apanese postage stamps for any collector on the island, 
over .... 

Roger. Thank you very much indeed and I will most 
definitely post your letter for you, registered airmail. Did 
you say you put 5 Rand inside. Is this to purchase more 
stamps to send off because 5 Rand is rather a lot of 
money and w e can just about give you every stamp th at 
we have o n t he Island, or one of each variety, over .... . 
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Yes, if possible I w ould like you to enclose in that en
velope of mine as much philately material that you have 
available. You can send all that 5 Rand. I t hink the Captain 
did something similar. He also has an envelope t here w ith 
5 Rand in it and t hen t here is some more from other 
offi cers t ogether w ith some money. Have you got th at. 
over .. . . 

Yes, all copied and w e can give you the complete range 
of st amps t hat w e have on t he island at the moment 
w hich consist s of the definitive set of 12 stamps and one 
commemorative set of one stamp, the Golden Jubilee of 
the Church of Tristan da Cunha, St . M ary 's Church, and 
also one aerogram form and if there is any money left 
over t hen I will send o ne or two of our postcards . Is that 
OK over .... 

One more thing about the postcards you mentioned, w e 
tried to take photographs t his morning but it w as a l ittle 
bi t dark . Because t he thing is our company magazine, 
have asked for any photographs that we could make 
because w e have quite some connections in t he past 
w ith your island, you see. So if possible if you could send 
us t hese postca rds so they can reprint t hem in our com
pany magazine over .... 

Yes Roger, we have a ship leav ing Tristania II , the vessel 
yo u met this morning. She should be leav ing around the 
20th of September, so you can say a w eek later, about 
the 27th she will be in Cape Town and then it shouldn't 
take too long for the ma il t o go from Cape Town. Is 
there anyth ing we might be able to tell you from T ristan? 
over .... 



Well as a matter of fact we know quite a lot already, as 
you know w hen you had this vo lcanic eruption we had 
one of our ships standing by and since then there have 
been other occasions when we visited. We would like 
to know if you have any trouble later on with this volcano, 
over .. .. 

The volcano itself is sti ll very warm on top. There are one 
or two vents, you know guts in the earth where the air 
comes out very very hot. and it is smoking all the time, 
to a certain extent. Although the volcano is still warm, 
we have had no trouble since we returned to the island, 
over .... 

What kind of entertainment do you have on the island? 
I understand that it must be very lonely to .stay there, 
over .. . . 

No, I wou ldn' t say it is lonely by any means. We have 
the Prince Philip Hall where we show films once a week. 
We have dances, in fact over the last few weeks we have 
had quite a number of dances, there is a public house 
and quite a few other items of entertainment on t he island. 
In social life we mix together a great deal , expatriates 
and the islanders, we all seem to get on very well indeed. 
There is cert ainly no lack of things to do in Tristan . 
over .... 

Roger, all understood. Now the main reason that we came 
to v isit you wa s because we had to bring this medicine 
against asthma. Does this mean that you have a lot of 
people with this sickness on the island? over .. . . 

There is quite a lot of asthma on the island, 40% of the 
islanders suffer from ast hma. The reason we requ ired the 
medical supplies which you brought so urgently was 
because a short t ime ago t here was a cold v irus on t he 
island and as this tends to increase the suffering from 
asthma the hospital supplies were used up faster than 
they normally are. When a ship v isits at T ristan it always 
brings a cold and this cold goes around the island very 
quickly indeed. 

TRISTAN da CUNHA 
OfFIC I AL FIRST DAY COVER 

Roger all understood. Well, I hope we didn 't bring any 
illness to you and thank you very much for all this 
information and I can tell you that I have been making 
a tape of everything you said and I will make a copy of 
this tape and send it to the Hong Kong Head Office to 
th e company magazine. Well, at the moment I have 
nothing else to tell you and I think from now on the radio 
contact wi ll not get better so, I don't think I will be 
talking to you any more today. Have you got anything 
else to tell us. over .. . . 

No, I think that's all old chap, except to thank you very 
much indeed for the goods that you brought along and 
also we have been very very pl eased indeed with the 
covers w hich you sent. So thank you for those and all 
the other items you sent ashore. I certainly hope we may 
be able to talk to you again in the near fu t ure. Mr Fleming, 
the administrator, and everybody else on the island pass 
their regards on to the officers and crew of the vessel 
and once again we thank you very much . 

Yes, Tristan Radio, Mr Folgate, Roger all received OK. 
Thank you ve ry much for your good wishes . I hope you 
will find some interesting news in the newspapers that 
we enclosed with the parcels and the magazines. From 
the captain and the officers and the crew we wish you 
all the best and we w1sh the people who are sick a speedy 
recovery from t heir asthma attack and we might see or 
hear you again in future. That is all I have to say at the 
moment besides that a good day and STRAAT ALGOA 
is c losing down. 

Yes, OK old chap, I w ill pass your regards to th e island 
over our local broadcasting system . We have a broadcast 
station on the island, a low power transmitter of 40 w atts 
w hich broadcasts on 4 evenings a week, Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday and Wednesday and tomorrow evening on Sun
day night we shall pass your regards to t he islanders . 
So the best o ld chap to everybody on board. Have a 
pleasant voyage and possibly we see you aga in. Over 
<:md Out. 

Radio Officer J. Verhoef 
has sent philatelic material 

from Tristan da Cunha and 

included in the bumper 
bundle was a philatelic 

Bulletin issued by the Gov

ernment of Tristan. The 2 
page information sheet has 

been photocopied and will 

be made available to any 
collector, on application 

to RIL Post. 
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Mr L. Moniaga, Director of AlP presents prizes to Apprentice 
Officer A. Tumbel and Apprentice Engineer S. Alamsjah. 

UNITED WE STAND! 
As you probably know, m.v. " Straat Forcados" (ex. 
"Servaaskerk") sails with a Nedlloyd Etat Major, apart 
from the R IL Chief Officer and Second Engineer. As both , 
Second Engineer van Baal and undersigned were recently 
posted on board, we experienced a very surprising in
cident during lunchtime on October 8th '73 whilst en 
route from Monrovia to Freetown. 
On that day the menu offered stewed beef steak and 
fried potatoes (Dutch potato chip) , however a small plate 
w ith steamed rice was also offered for the two RIL officers 
despite Catering Instructions 408 (minimizing consump
tion of rice due to world shortage). The Captain, w ho 
became jealous (did he?) said: "Hey! What is this! If 
you both can have rice, then we can have caviar". So 
the Captain ordered the steward to bring a tin of caviar! 
After a lot of confusion in t he galley a further explanation 
was needed and so the Captain had to tell the steward 
again, saying: "you know those black balls" . Well, about 
ten minutes later the steward came back with a very 
old tin (Since 1928) of van Houten's chocolate rice 
(vermicelli) and was very much upset by seeing so many 
tears running down our faces. 
NOTE: Atmosphere on board m .v. "Straat Forcados " 
excellent and mutual difficulties are solved by holding the 
right elbow higher than the mouth! 

FAMILY NEWS 

New Arrivals 

Regards from a happy ship, 
Z. van Voorthuizen, 
Chief Officer o/ b m.v. 
Straat Forcados 

Mr Kan Kam Kwong (HK HO) ; a daughter, Kan Wai King on 
September 23rd. 
CaptainS. Woo Yau Cheung (HK HO) ; a son, ian on October 13th. 
2nd Engineer L. Balje (leave) ; a son, Ramon Laurens, on October 
30th at Koudekerke. 
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RIL ASSISTS TRAINING SCHEME 

Our readers may know that under a scheme sponsored 
jointly by the Governments of Holland and Indonesia, 
Indonesian Apprentice Officers and Apprentice Engineers 
undergo training on Dutch vessels. During 1970/ 71 two 
students of the Akademi llmu Pelajaran were posted to 
RIL vessels for one year. After completing t heir tour at 
sea, Apprentice Officer Adnan Tumbel who served in 
Wonogiri, and Apprentice Engineer Skukri Alamsjah, who 
served in Straat Johore, returned to Indonesia where 
recently they sat their final examinations . Both came first 
in their respective fields. 

The Director of Akademi llmu Pelajaran who is respon
sible for the co-ordination of the sea training of the cadets. 
and the Dutch personnel of the 'Team Shipping Kerjasama 
Teknik Indonesia/ Nederland ' must be gratified that the ir 
efforts to upgrade the training of Indonesian apprentices 
have shown such favourable results. 

DOG MEMORIAL 
Mr R.M . Davies of RIL' s U.K. Agents. Keller Bryant & 
Co. Ltd., writes: 

I enclose a cutting taken from the Daily Telegraph of 9th 
October which might be of interest to your readers espe
cially those who will remember the VAN WAERWIJCK 
of that time. 

More than 20 years after her death, an Engl ish pointer 
bitch called Judy is being commemorated w ith a fu ll
length biography, published this week by Elek. 

Awarded the Dickin Medal for bravery while in a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp, Judy's memoria l on her grave in 
T anzania records a career which includes being wounded 
in 1942, bombed and sunk whi le serving on H.M .S. 
Grasshopper and later torpedoed on t he s.s. Van Waer
wijck in the M alacca Straits. 

Her medal, generally known as the animals' V.C., was 
presented for her bravery in the P.o.W. camps and on the 
notorious 'Railway of Death'. At the time an anonymous 
so ldier w rote of her example: 

" They would stagger to their work places 
Thou gh they really ought to die. 
And would mutter in their beards . 
If that bitch can, so can I. " 

Mr G.J.J. Rauchamp ( HK HO); a daughter. Christine Joanne, on 
November 5th. 
Mr 0. Laman Trip (HK MH); a son, Marc Pieter Christiaan on 
November 11th at Groningen. 

Weddings 

3rd Engineer A. Kolkman ( leave) to Miss A. Mijnhardt on Novem
ber 8th at De Bilt. 



PERSONALITIES 

Mr J.M. Feringa (Safocean Project Team Manager ) spent 
2 weeks at HK HO before leaving for Africa and Australia 
on October 27th. 

Mr R.W. Schats (Asst. M anager Durban, and member 
of the Safocean Project Team) was in Hong Kong from 
October 14th-18th . 

Mr J .C.P. van Diepen (Asst. M anager, Sydney) spent a 
week at HK HO, returning to Sydney on October 26th . 

Mr C.A .A .J . Sinninghe Damste (Deputy General Manager, 
A frica), M r R. Bakker (Manager RILA IR Singapore) and 
Mr N.L. Padt (Asst. M anager, Traffic Dept. HK HO) 
attended an NSU Management Conference held in 
Staverden Castle Holland, from October 23rd-November 
2nd. 

Mr D.J. Wiersma ( External Auditor, Am sterdam) arrived 
in Hong Kong on October 30th, retu rning to Amsterdam 
on November 17th . 

Mr Lee Hong Chuan (Executive Trainee Penang Office) 
arrived from Singapore on October 30th to spend five 
weeks at HK HO and HK MH . 

Mr P. van Schaardenburg ( M anager, South America) 
spent four days at H K H 0 , returning to Buenos Ai res on 
November 7th . 

FROM RIL POST DECEMBER 1953 

Commissioning of the mv. STRAAT BALl 

Our newest ship is expected to undergo her technical 
trials at the beginning of December and, all being well, 
she w ill be handed over at the end of December 1953. 

It will interest our readers to know t he details of her 
Capta in and Officers, who are as follows:-

Captain 
Chief Officer 
2nd Officer 
3rd Officer 
4th Officer 
4th Officer 
Chief Engineer 
2nd Engineer 
3rd Engineer 
Electrician 
4th Engineer 
5th Eng ineer 
5th Eng ineer 
Apprentices 

J.E. Bast . 
Ch. de Leeuw. 
H. v. Putten. 
S.G. Vriend . 
E. Pels. 
F.A.J . v.d. Kolk . 
J . Damstra. 
J .P. du Bois. 
G.J .C. Bevelander . 
J .W. Ruck. 
A.J .A.A. ter Ellen 
H. Bennis. 
N .M . Melieste. 
E.W . Nengerman. 
J . Schilt . 

Two of the guest s attending a luncheon held recently in 
Hong Kong in honour of Mr B. Scheffer were {left) Mr 
J.A.G. Evans, Commodore-in-Ch arge Hong Kong and 
HMS Tamar, and (right) Mr Y.K . Pao, Governing Director 
World Wide (Sh ipp ing) Group. 

Mr R. Bakker ( Manager, RILA IR Singapore) arrived from 
Singapore on November 8th to spend three days at H K 
HO. 

Mr K.C. Larsen (Deputy Manager, lnterocean-EAC Agen
cies Pty. Ltd ., Singapore) arrived in Hong Kong on 
November 12th for general discussions at HK HO. 

Mr C.L.C. van Kret schmar (Managing Director) left Hong 
Kong for Singapore and A msterdam on November 21st . 

VIA K .L.M. TO K.J .C .P.L. 

Chinese crew members for m .v . STRAAT BALl boarding 
the plane for Holland. 
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SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr P.H.M . Bosman 

K.G. Frentzen 

" 
G.J.A. van den Berg 

" J. Mennega 

" P. Boonen 
E. Maugenest 

" R.J . Bersma 

LEAVE 

Mr P.O. Algra 
" H.L. Brandes 

T.R. de Groot 

" R. Hoi 
H.K. Kruk 

" H.K. Labrie 

" H.W. Lijding 
" H.J . Minderhoud 

" J.G. Ormel 
.. P.F. Bijl 

" Ch. F.J . Lucas 
" G. Mulder 
" L.Ch.J .L. van Oijen 

" R. Rijckaert 

" F. L.N. van den Ven 
" H. Andre de Ia Porte 
" P.P. Buite laar 

" G. Carstens 
" J. Teygeler 

" M .Th. Zurhake 
" J.L.E. Dijkstra 

" B. Koeslan 
" A.J. Bongers 

" A .W . Noort 
.. N. Poort 

" L. Smit 
" R.J . van der Spoel 
" W .K.C. du Bois 

" K.J . Jansma 
" H.Y. Sperling 

" C.F. von Stein 
" A .J.W.J. Wouters 

" U.J . Dijkstra 

" E.A . Hoebeke 

" B.J . Knegt 
" B.A.J. M es 

" P.J .A. Moereels 

" J . Steutel 

" F.F. Tan 
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2nd Officer Th. l 12-9-73 

I 18-9-73 

3rd II 17-9-73 

II 13-9-73 

4th Ill 7-9-73 

Ill 24-9-73 

5th Engineer A 18-9-73 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

Mr Ch.J . Bakker 

F. Chielie 

R.K . Eerhart 

W.J.C. Fukkink 

N. van Gent 

" E.R. Harmsen 

" W.J . Mast 

J . van Selm 

R.J. Stap 

.. Tj . R. Topee 

" C. Weyers 

" C. van Gemerden 

" H. Kerkhof 

" B. Looren de Jong 

" R.A. Peereboom 

" A.Ch. Raucamp 

5th Engineer 

Appr. 

TRANSFERS OF CAPT A INS 
AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captai n J.D. Jelijs, Master of STRAAT NAGASAKI went on home 
leave. 

Captain H.N. Schepman was posted to STRAAT NAGASAKI fol
lowing home leave . 

Captain W. Mieog, M aster of ASIAN ENTERPRISE was transferred 
to SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE. 

Captain H.L. van Dam was posted to ASIAN ENTERPRISE following 
home leave. 

Captain M .J. Taal, Master of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE w ent on home 
leave. 

Captain H. Muys, M aster of ASIAN ENSIGN went on home leave. 

Captain A.J.M . M ichielsen was posted t o ASIAN ENSIGN following 
home leave. 

Captain J .G. ten Bhomer, Master of STRAAT ALGOA w ent on 
home leave. 

Captain G. Verkerk w as posted to STRAAT ALGOA following home 
leave. 

Captain P. Starkenburg, Master of STRAAT HOLLAND w ent on 
home leave. 

Captain D.J . Smit was posted to STRAAT HOLLAND following 
home leave. 

Captain H. de Geest, Master of STRAAT BALl went on home leave. 

Captain J. Kalf w as posted to STRAAT BALl following home leave. 

Captain M. Peddemors, Master of STRAAT VAN DIEMEN w ent 
on home leave. 

Captain J . Bruin was posted to STRAAT VAN DIEMEN following 
home leave. 

Captai n J.E. van den Berg (NLL} , M aster of STRAAT FUKUOKA 
went on home leave. 

Ca ptain Ruyter (NLL) was posted to STRAAT FUKUOKA following 
home leave. 

Captain J .H. van Dijk, Master of STRAAT LE MAIRE w ent on 
intermediate leave. 

Chief Officer P. Hoogland w as appointed Acting Captain STRAAT 
LE MAIRE following home leave. 



Captain L.J. Eyken, Master of STRAAT JOHORE went on home Those who returned are: 
leave. 

posted to 

Captain G.P. Proper was posted to STRAAT JOHORE following Mr D.A .P. Algra Chie Officer Straat Honshu 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Kobe 

home leave. " J . de Boer 

Acting Captain H.K.M. Schot. Master of STRAAT TORRES went " N. Dijns 
on home leave. " W .J . Florie Asian Endeavour 

Tjiwangi 
Chief Officer J.R. van Amerongen was appointed Acting Captain 
STRAAT TORRES fo llowing home leave. 

Captain Th.H. Rappard, Master of STRAAT COOK went on home 
leave. 

Chief Officer R.J. Piso was appointed Acting Captain STRAAT 
COOK fo llowing home leave. 

Chief Engineer D.W .J.B. van Hattem of STRAAT NAGOYA went 
on home leave. 

Chief Engineer A. Geurts was posted to STRAAT NAGOYA fo l
lowing home leave. 

Chief Engineer J. Birza of STRAAT NAPIER went on home leave. 

Chief Engineer C.F. Nicolai of STRAAT FUTAM I resumed home 
leave and subsequently posted to STRAAT NAPIER. 

Chief Engineer H.J . va n der Veer was posted to STRAAT FUTAMI 
following home leave. 

Chief Engineer H. Spruyt of ASIAN ENDEAVOUR went on home 
leave. 

Chief Engineer H. Kraa ier (N LL) was posted to ASIAN ENDEA
VOUR. 

Acting Chief Engineer L. Ba lje of SA FOCEAN ADELAIDE went 
on home leave. 

Chief Engineer J. Verdonk was posted to SAFOCEAN A DELAIDE 
following home leave. 

Chief Engineer P. Reuvers of STRAAT HOBART w ent on home 
leave. 

Chief Engineer A. Vo lkert was posted STRAAT HOBART following 
home leave. 

Chief Engineer H.L. Frenks of STRAAT BALl went on home leave. 

Chief Engineer J .J .A. Guitoneau was posted to STRAAT BALl 
following home leave. 

Chief Engineer J . Coers of STRAAT FUSH IMI went on home leave. 

2nd Engineer H. Bijl was posted as Acting Chief Engineer STRAAT 
FUSHIMI following home leave. 

Chief Engineer D.J .B. Va lk of STRAAT FIJ I went on home leave. 

Chief Engineer M .G. de Wever was posted to STRAAT FIJI fol
lowing home leave. 

Chief Engineer J .C.S. van Bijsterveld of STRAAT CUMBERLAND 
went on home leave. 

Chief Engineer J .E. Hartzuiker was posted to STRAAT CUMBER
LAND following home leave. 

Chief Engineer G. van Beek of STRAAT FLORIDA was admitted 
to hospita l. 

2nd Engineer A.C. Hulst was transferred from STRAA T FRESCO 
as Acting Chief Engineer to STRAAT FLORIDA. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr W . Winkelman was transferred from Mombasa to HK HO 
Marketing Department. 

Mr T. Petersen was transferred from Tokyo to HK HO Administra
tive Division. 

" H. va n Kapel 
" H.H.A .E. Kwaad 
" H. Samson 
" W .H.C. Wijnhorst 
" P.H.M . Bosman 
" H.J .J. Clasie 
" K.G. Frentzen 
" E. van Hoek 

J .W . Moerbeek 
" E.A. Nolten 
" J . Orsel 
" J .A .J .P. van Riet 
" C.E.J . Bemelmans 
" J.F.E. van Dijk 
" K.S. Sijpkens 
" C.J . Weststrate 
" A . van den Bijllaardt 
" W .H.D. Fockema Andreae 
" H.J .B. Herzog 
" C.F.H.G.M . van den 

Goorbergh 
" J .W . Renshof 
" J .J . de Beer 
" C.J .M . Boersma 
" H.G. Franzen 
" A .A . Schraverus 
" A .J . Smits 
" H.J. van Wolferen 
" F.R. Wijkel 
" F.E. Folkerts 
" M.Th.M. Hengenveld 
" J. J ongman 
" J .M . Schamper 
" J .H.V . Austie 
" R.S.E. Engelken 
" R.R. Gellaerts 
" R.G.W . van Holland 
" D. Jongeling 
" P.H. de Kroon 
" J .H.W .M . van de Laak 
" P.C. de Moor 
" M .C. Renshof 
" R.E. van Urk 
" J .A . Vermeulen 
" E.J. Watz 
" E.M.J .M . Ooms 

IN MEMORIAM 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Straat Nassau 
Straat Fukuoka 
Straat Van Diemen 
Safocean Amsterdam 
Straat Le Maire 
Safocean A lbany 
Straat Ho lland 
Straat Talbot 
Straat Torres 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Johore 
Straat Kobe 
Asian Express 
Tjiwangi 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Florida 
Straat Cook 

2nd Engineer Straat Fukuoka 
Straat Nagasaki 

3rd Asian Express 
Straat Tauranga 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Korea 
Straat Le Maire 

4th 

5th 

Appr. 

Straa t Agu lhas 
Straa t Mozambique 
Straat Nassau 
Straat Cu mberland 
Asian Express 
Straat Cook 
Straat Johore 
Straat Singapore 
Straat Van Diemen 
Straat Florida 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Tauranga 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straat Towa 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Madura 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Holland 

It is with much regret that we report the deaths of:

w. van de Rest (retired Captain KPM) on 22nd October at 
Pijnacker, aged 68. 

J.G.L. Heynemann (retired Chief Engi neer KPM) on 28th 
October at Badhoevedorp, aged 67. 
H. Dorre ( reti red Adjunct Chef) on October 31st at The 
Hague, aged 69. 
G. Gomes (retired 3rd Engineer) on November 5th at 
IJmuiden, aged 57. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 

WINNING ENTRIES 

Section I 

Lee Kin Man 
Nieuw Hol land 1st prize 

Fung Wai Lo 
St raat Fushimi 2nd prize 

D. Maitimu 
Tjitarum 3rd prize 

Section II 

Ng Min Hang 
Straat Bali 1st prize 

Yau Kwan Hon 
Straat Nassau 2nd prize 

I.A. Kussrow Dixon 
Buenos Aires 3rd prize 

Left Ng Min Hang' s 1st prize entry 

Below Yau Kwan Hon' s 2nd prize entry 

N.f l. 150 

N .fl. 100 

N.fl. 50 

N .fl. 150 

N.fl. 100 

N.fl. 50 
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Herewith the last issue for 1973 and time to express M any 

Thanks to all RIL Post contributors; t he official Correspondents 

and all personnel w ho have sent new s and photographs from 

RIL areas; sea going personnel on w hom w e rely so much for 

the nautical side of our reporting and of course the retired 

personnel w ho have spent a great deal of time making 

drawings and researching the articles they have compiled 

for your magazine. Thanks also to the translators/advisers/ 

Company historians at Head Office and to the PZ staff who 

compile and proof read t he Personnel pages. 

To our readers and their families RIL Post extends Greeting s 

and Good VVishes for Christm as and t he New Year. 
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