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SHIPS THAT PASS 

STRAAT TAURANGA 
entering the Port of 
Adelaide, is seen passing 
STRAAT TALBOT as she 
lies berthed at the Outer 
Harbour. 
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FLEET FACTS 
Straat Lagos will be withdrawn 
from NZEAS upon completion of 
discharge in Singapore in early 
June. The vessel will then give 
an extra sailing from the Straits/ 
Bangkok to Australia, where it will 
enter EAAS employ during the 
first half of June. 
The present Safocean charter of 
Straat Cook has been extended for 
another round trip. Straat Cook, 
which left Australia at the end of 
May, will arrive in South Africa in 
mid June. 

Loire Lloyd has been chartered to 
Safocean to make one sa iling from 
Australia to South Africa . The ves
sel will be delivered in early June. 

The charter vessel Herefordshire 
which effected the March FEW AS 
sailing from Japan, was redelivered 
to the owners in Lagos on 25th 
M ay. 

Wonosobo ca lled at Saigon to dis
charge a shipment of milk powder 
loaded in New Zealand. 
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FULL AND DOWN 

STRAAT NAPIER 

at Santos 

When STRAAT NAPIER left 
Santos early in March, she was 
sailing virtually ' full and down' 
-at least as far as draft 
restrictions would allow. 

(Photos by Mr Arne Bengtsson 
-Santos Agency) 

UNIQUE DRY 
DOCK 

In February, STRAAT SINGA
PORE underwent her annual 
drydocking in Melbourne. 
While the DMO operation itself 
was in no way remarkable, the 
dry dock, which was being 
used for the first time by RIL, 
is probably unique; it is be
lieved to be the only timber 
dry dock in the world. 

Constructed nearly one hun
dred years ago, the dry dock 
was " modernised'' in 1900. 
For those who may be won
dering, we hasten to add that 
more modern dry docks do 
exist in Australia! 

In late March, STRAAT COOK 
had her DMO in the same 
dry dock, although her main
tenance was carried out in 
Sydney. 
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RILTIME IS YOUR TIME 

-A UNIQUE SYSTEM 

Shipp ing documentation has always been slow, because 
of the staggering amount of hand invoic ing, billing , 
copying and paper work involved in keeping information 
up-to-date. 

R .I.L. ( Hong Kong) Ltd ., in its drive to meet the growing 
demand of shipping requirements, is going to use on-line 
connection w ith the ICL 1900 series computer installed 
at the Head Office in Hong Kong and a Rank Xerox 7,000 
copier, to process its ca rgo documentation. Thi s system 
of processing Bills of Lading, which is certa inly unequalled 
in Hong Kong, is believed to be unique in the world. To 
computer people, it is known as a REAL TIME system; 
to RIL people it is known as RILTIME. " RILTIME IS YO UR 
TIME"- as the slogan goes, for the system is primarily 
designed to save t ime, t he t ime of the c lient. Thus th e 
client (the shipper ) is provided with a better, faster 
service w hich speeds up his cashflow and saves him 
money. However as we sha ll see the RILT IME system 
not on ly benefits the shipper but also benefits t he ship
ping company in a multitude of ways. 

Mr H. de Boer and Mr S. Mak ( HK HO EDP) discussing the RILTIME system. 
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Mr Ambrose Ng demonstrates the use of the VDU to 
operator Miss Christina Chu. 

To fully appreciate w hy the RILTIME 
system saves time, we must first 
consider the former method of pro-
cessing ca rgo information to produce 
Bills of Lading ( Bs/L). Because the 
information requ ired for t he Bs/L is 
constantly being amended, work is 
often duplicated in the manual sys
tem in order to maintain speed and 
accuracy in the production of the 
Bs/ L. When a shipper fill s in a ship
ping order, he states detail s of the 
cargo, the name of t he ship and the 
destination. As the final weight and 
measurement of t he cargo is rarely 
known at this stage, an estimate is 
made for stowage purposes and t his 
is also recorded; this estimate is 
amended for freight calcu lation at a 
later stage when the cargo is actually 
weighed and measured. When t he 
cargo is loaded, this fact is recorded 
along with any comments t he Chief 
Officer may w ish to make regarding 
t he condition of t he cargo and its 
loading. Once all this information is 
complete, the freight ca lculations 
can be made; these calcu lations are 



complex and time-consuming and in 
some cases the B/ L cannot be issued 
until they are completed. But o nce 
the cargo is aboard, the shipper 
wants his B/ L as quickly as possible, 
whilst the sooner the shipping com
pany can present the B/L, the sooner 
the sh ipper can collect payment for 
the shipment from his bank. Some
times this demand cannot be met 
quickly by the manual system. 

Using the RILTIME system, all this 
information feeding, storing, amend
ing and processing is dealt with 
through the use of Visual display 
Units remotely connected with the 
Computer at Head Office. Th e in
formation is keyed in through the 
visua l display unit consisting of a 
keyboard (for keying in the informa
tion) and a Visual screen rather like 
a Television screen which displays 
t he information w hen it is keyed in . 
A termi-printer connected to the 
VDU prints out the Bs/ L required. 
The VDU and the termi-printer are 
peripherals to t he computer itself. 
They perform a similar function to 
other more familiar methods of com
puter input and output, e.g. tapes 
and punch cards. But w hereas t hese 
latter computer peripherals can on ly 
be used by computer personnel, the 
V DU is relatively straightforward for 
any operator to use. 

Information " keyed-in" simultaneously appears on the VDU screen. 

At RIL ( HK) Ltd., Mr Ambrose Ng 
is in charge of computer operations. 

His assistants, Mr Lam Yau Kwan 
and Mr Chu King Ping operate two 
of the VDUs which have a termi
printer connected; w ith considerable 
experience of the o ld method of 
issuing Bs/ L, they have been special
ly tra ined to use t he new system. 
Miss Mary Leung and Miss Christina 
Chu are also trained VDU operators 
with previous computer experience. 
They operate the three remaining 
V DUs. In the Kowloon Office the 
V DU and termi-printer are operated 
by two staff members, an operator 
and a coder. 

At RIL ( HK) Ltd., five staff members w i ll be assisting Mr Ng to operate the new 
system. 

This is how the R llTIME 
system works 

The operator calls in the programme 
for the computer to accept the 
shipping order, sworn measurers 
certificate or the mates receipt. Be
fore the information is keyed in, the 
format of the document appears on 
the VDU screen. When the shipping 
order is received, the information is 
keyed in; simultaneously it appears 
on the VDU screen so the operator 
can check if it is correct. When more 
information becomes available, the 
operator simply keys in the B/ L 
reference number to retrieve the 
source information which re-appears 
on the VDU screen. Now the new 
information can be added (keyed 
in) and any amendments can be 
made to the source information. For 
example the estimate of weight and 
measurement can be replaced by the 
actual weight and measurement. 
Then, the computer prepares and 
constantly updates a cargo list for 
each sailing; t his working list is of 
great assistance to the officers plan
ning the loading of the cargo. 
Once the information is complete, 
the computer can make the freight 
calculations. Because the computer 
has already been programmed to do 
this, it produces the results very 
quickly. The inform ation can imme
diately be re-arranged and printed 
out on the termi-printer in the form 
of a B/ L. Thus a great time saving 
is made. Although RIL (HK) LTD. 
operates from two offices, one in 
Hong Kong and one in Kowloon, a 
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B/ L can be printed out in either office 
regardless of wh ere the original sh ip
ping order was keyed in . This is 
another usefu l service to the shipper. 
Once the B/ L is printed, copies are 
made by Xerox; these copies are 
just as valid as the original copy. 

By extracting information from all 
the Bs/L for a particular sai ling, the 
computer can also print out the 
manifest with incredible speed. This 
full specification of everyth ing on 
board the vessel is a document of 
vital importance. The computer will 
also be producing statements for 
accounting purposes such as amount 
of freight collected or outstanding. 

The computer makes the freight 
calculations by referring to two 
stores of information known as a 
reference fi le and a transaction file. 
The reference fi le contains fixed in
formation for example, freig ht rates, 
currency adjustment surcharges and 
other surcharges, particulars of ports, 
shippers and standard information 
on cargo. This file is a permanent 
one and the information it contains 
can be amended and updated w hen 
necessary. The transaction file con
tains all the information for a particu
lar B/ L; this information is only 

• retained while it is in use, whereafter 
., it is stored away on a tape for later 

retrieval if and w hen required. 

As well as providing the client with 
a fast and efficient service, the 
RILTIME system eliminates much 
tediou s ca lcu lation for the shipping 
company . When the shipper inquires 
whether the company can accept a 
particular consignment of ca rgo, the 
computer can estimate the weight 
and measurement of the prospective 
cargo and thus advise quickly 
w hether or not the cargo can be 
accepted. Thus the company can 
make a very fast decision and per
haps accept more cargo; this is also 
a great attraction to the cl ient who 
naturally wants the booking con
firmed as quickly as possible . 

The planning and implementation 
of the RILTIME syst em has been 
carried out in a remarkably short 
time by HK HO EDP ( Electronic 
Dat a Processing) team. They first 
began investigating all the problems 

. involved early in 1972 and worked 
out the complex programming re
quired; four programmers have been 
working f ull time on this project 
since mid 1972. By May the system 
was already "on-line" testing, and 

Some members of the EDP team, from I. to r.:-Mr A.G.P.M . van Onzenoort, Mr 
S. Mak, Mr H . de Boer, and Miss A. Lau with Mr P. Bryan (from ICL) . 
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Miss Angelina Lau ( HK HO EDP) "keying
in" and watching the VDU. 

during June the parallel operation 
will begin . Throughout June Bs/L 
will be produced simultaneously, 
manually and by computer. Thu s 
each step of t he operation can be 
tested and traced for error; while 
staff at MH check the input, and 
more important the output, the staff 
of EDP are check ing for any amend
ments that need to be made to the 
programme. By July, t he system is 
expected to be fu lly operational. A 
remarkab le achievement in such a 
short space of time. 

The RILTIME system offers endless 
possibi lities for t he f uture of ca rgo 
documentation and freight account
ing. A computer can be programmed 
to extract and record stated in 
formation from the transaction files 
(Bs/L and Manifests) which cou ld 
be used to compile valuable statis
tical information about shippers, 
commodities and destinations. 

Ultimately one might envisage a net
w ork of on -line syst ems between 
shipping agenc ies all over the world, 
connected by satellite, wh ich could 
issue Bs/L whenever or w herever 
t hey were requ ired . 



JAPANESE TRADE FAIR 

25th ANNIVERSARY 

Mr H. Okuda 

On 16th April , a gathering was held at Tokyo Agency to 
celebrate Mr H. Okuda's si lver jubilee. Senior staff mem
bers from RIL/ Eurobridge Kanto offices were present. In 
his opening speech Mr F.J .A . Hens, Manager for Japan 
briefly reviewed Mr Okuda's career with the Company. 

Mr Okuda joined RIL on 15th April 1948 in Tokyo but 
was soon transferred to Yokohama Agency where, under 
a number of managers, he developed into a most able 
and respected member of staff. He became Manager of 
that office on 1st November 1966. He held the post of 
Manager Yokohama until 1Oth November 1972 when he 
took over the Tokyo Agency office and was promoted to 
Adjunct Chef on 1st January 1973. 

In praising Mr Okuda's excellent work Mr Hens added 
that a man's performance also depends very much on 
the support he receives from his wife and in this respect 
Mr Hens thought that Mrs Okuda deserved much praise. 

In conclusion Mr Hens proposed a toast to the health of 
Mr and Mrs Okuda, expressing the hope that Mr Okuda 
would be able to continue to serve th e Company for many 
years to come. 

On behalf of Managing Directors Mr Hens then presented 
Mr Okuda with the gold jubilee watch . 

RIL took part in a Japanese Trade 
Exhibition in Sao Paulo from 26th 
March to 8th April. This venture was 
a great success promoting numerous 
useful contacts and a worthwhile 
exchange of information. 

The interior of the stand was de
signed by Mrs M .L. de Muylder 
(wife of Mr G.F. de Muylder, Sao 
Paulo) who is a student of plastic 
arts in her final year. The central 
theme of its striking design was the 
Japanese f lag which drew many 
favourable comments from Japanese 
visitors. 

The success of the RIL stand was 
due in no small measure to the 
harmonious teamwork amongst all 
those involved in its organisation, 
including Mr Ezure, Mr E. Jeanetti 
and Mr K. Gomes. 

The attraction of the stand is here 
further enhanced by a Brazilian lady 
and a Japanese lady who posed for 
this photograph. 

Mr Okuda thanked the speaker and concluded by toasting 
the Company with the wish for many prosperous years 
in t he futu re. 

Many congratulatory telegrams from Managing Directors, 
Captains, Amsterdam, HK HO, Africa, Australia and Japan 
offices were read. 

107 

..... 



LOCOMOTIVE ABOARD 

SAFOCEAN AUCKLAND - 1 973 

The Puffing Billy Preservation Society of Aus

t ralia took possession of another speci men from 

overseas on 30th January, when Safocean 

Auckland d ischarged th is steam locomotive in 

Melbourne. 

Th e locomotive had just made the 
5899 m ile sea voyage f ro m Sout h 
A frica . The project was made pos
sible by the generous offer of 
Safocean Pty Ltd . to carry it f rom 
Durban to M elbourne f ree of f reight 
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against out of pocket expenses only. 
The locomotive has gone to the 
Museum at Menzies Greek; it w ill be 
th e 10t h of its kind in t he Museum's 
possession and t he second f rom 
overseas; t he first came from Tai-

\ 
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wan in 1972. The 2 ft . 6 ins. gauge 
locomotive comes from Gold Fields 
Property Co. Ltd. , at Dunnot lar in 
the Transvaal. Unt il last June, this 
Company w as using t hree steam 
locomotives to operate a f ive mile 
narrow gauge rai lway, hau ling gold 
bearing ore f rom t he mine shafts to 
the reduction works. T he engine of 
th is locomotive is in good working 
order although it is of 1931 vintage; 
built by Orenstein and Koppel Ltd ., 
Germany. Empty, it weighs 12! tons. 

W hen t he Preservation Society first 
considered adopting t his new 
Puffing Bill y, t hey approached the 
Sout h Africa T rade Commission for 
advice on how to cut down on 
sh ipping fre ight charges. The Trade 
Commission contacted the Mel 
bourne agents of lnterocean Aust ral ia 
Services Pty Ltd., who at once got 
in touch with the society to discuss 
the problem. A fter obtaining all t he 
details, t hey represented th e Society 
to their Principals, and then came 
t he offer of free t ransport on a 
Safocean vessel. The stevedoring 
companies concerned w it h t he ship
ment in Durban and Melbourne 
ag reed to make a similar gesture for 
loading and discharging costs . 



T JIBESAR -1939 

No they aren't museum pieces! These photographs taken 
in 1939 show six brand new locomotives on their way 
to the new rail link between Indo-China and China. Their 
passage was not as smooth as that of Safocean Auckland 
as Mr A.L. Schatborn who was aboard Tjibesar explains . 

The six locomotives were en route from Djibuti to 
Haiphong in a German freighter when on September 1st 
1939. war broke out in Europe. German freighters at sea 

immediately sought refuge in neutral ports, and this 
particular freighter anchored at Makassar. As the locomo
tives were urgently needed for the Indo-Chinese railways, 
T jibesar was chartered in November 1939 to transport 
them to Haiphong. 

The load consisted of six bodies of 40 tons each, and 
twelve bogies of 37 tons each. Only No. 2 hold had a 40 
ton derrick and so all eighteen pieces had to be loaded 
in or on this hold. The German captain had offered his 
crew a good fee for loading the locomotives on board -
the offer included the sale of any dunnage left over
but the offer was politely declined. Thu s the entire opera
tion was carried out by our own officers and crew under 
the supervision of Captain C. Hen. 

First the bogies were pulled by winch alongside No. 2 
hold on rails which had been fashioned with planks on 
the wharf. The bogies cleared the hatch opening w ith just 
2 inches to spare; six were stowed in the lower hold and 
six in the lower tweendeck. The bodies were too long 
to pass through the hatch opening and had to be stowed 
on deck. They were 10 ft. wide, so with a ship's beam 
measurement of only 63 ft. t here wasn 't much space to 
play with! 

At Haiphong, the bodies had to be unloaded onto flat cars 
while the bogies were discharged, and then lifted again 
and placed on the bogies. "ready to roll" . As you can 
imagine this involved quite a balancing act, the correct 
balance being eventually obtained using local volunteers 
as "human deadweight"! 
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Once again w e are indebted to 

Captain W .Z. Mulder (retired) for 

another knowledgeable article on 

shipping and the Orient. Captain 

Mulder, well known to Rll Post 

readers as the author of " The Dutch 

East lndiamen", now translates from 

a Chinese Guidebook on Japan of 

1624. 

During a very pleasant and fruitfu l 
seven week stay in Hong Kong, we 
came across a chapter of consider
able interest in a Chinese work ca lled 
"Wu Pei Chih". ( ~ rr.n .:t ) 

Wu Pei Chih, Notes on Military 
Preparation, is edited by MAO Yuan 
I who lived during the latter part 
of t he Ming Dynasty. Its preface is 
dated 1621, and it must have been 
printed soon afterwards as the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong 
owns a printed edition of 1624. 
M AO Yuan I was t he grandson of 
MAO K'un ( 151 1-1601) a close col
laborator of various men engaged in 
coastal defence and the author of 
various treatises on the sea, charts 
and naval w arfare . 
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Th e chapter we refer to is entitled, 
"A Survey of Japan". It starts with 
the words, "Master MAO says", 
w hich indicates that Yuan I was 
quoting grandfather MAO K'un. 

After the introduction there is a 
summary of Japan's division into ad
ministrative units e.g.: the "KINAI", 
consisting of the 5 central provinces, 
(subdivided in 53 districts) . Then 
fo llow t he 7 "circuits" o utside the 
Kinai which are similarly subdivided 
into provinces and districts i.e.: 
Tokaido (Eastern Seaboard ); Tosan
do (Eastern Mountains) ; Hokurikudo 
(Northern Lands); San indo (Moun
tains' Shadowy-side) ; Sanyodo 
(Mountains' Sunny-side) ; Nankaido 
(Southern Seaboard); Sa ikaido 
(Western Seaboard) -the last is 
correctly described as including the 
islands of lki and Tsushima. 

These seven circuits were posted 
with 414 "stations" (stag ing-posts) , 
whe re more than 70,000 fam ilies 
lived; 883,329 persons were em
ployed in total. These figures should 
not amaze us: the stations had to 
provide labourers for everyone who 
travelled by road to carry their sedan 
chairs, luggage and merchandise. to 
look after their horses and their 
retinues, the latter often cons isting 
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of several hundred people as for 
example when provincial lords pre
sented themselves at Court. In 
addition, all these people had to be 
lodged, fed and cared for, not to 
mention the repairs and replacements 
t hat were needed en route. 

There then follows a Survey of 
Japanese ports:-

'The country has t hree ports w here 
all merchant shipping converges like 
the rivers that flow into the ocean . 
On the Western Seaboard Circuit 
there is BONOTSU in Satsuma 
province, HAKATA in Hizen province. 
and ANOTSU in lse province. Hakata 
is the main venue and all ships 
coming and going must make Hakata 
their main port of call for the port 
is prosperous, densely populated and 
China 's overseas merchants have 
settled here. The mainstreet is called 
Great Tang Street named after the 
T ang Chinese who have lived here 
since those times; at present it is 
wholly occupied by Japanese. 
Anotsu is not really much of a port; 
it l ies far f rom the mountains, near 
to a castle; sometimes trade goods 
are abundant but at other times they 
are in short supply; only in the main 
port can one find everything one 
wants. 
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OF JAPAN 

Trading is done through brokers who 
are called 'nakagi' and silver, gold 
and bronze coinage is used. The 
coinage is that which was cast in 
the Tien Shun period {1457-1465), 
the Yung Lo period (1403-1425) and 
the Hung Wu period (1368-1399). 
It is obtained from the Ryukyu 
islands and from Korea . 

The basic currency unit is one ryo 
of silver (38 grammes). {the ryo is 
the equiva lent of the Chinese tael) ; 
a smaller unit is the fen, 100 fen= 1 
ryo; nominally there are also 333 
mon to one ryo, so 3 mon=one fen. 
The largest currency unit is worth 
1,000 fen and is called a kamme (a 
kamme is the equiva lent of the 
Chinese kuan) . 

Rice is measured by the koku ( 180 
litres) ; one koku is usually priced at 
one ryo, (the Chinese hu equals 
three koku) ." 

The text goes on to say, "Amongst 
our fine silks, the flowery patterns 
fetch 3 or 4 ryo while the plain 
colours fetch 2 ryo; the bright red 
silks fetch 7 or 8 ryo." 

Then follows a 19 page introduction 
to the Japanese language; this is the 
first time we have come across a 
systematic treatment of Japanese in 

a Chinese text. Nevertheless com
munication was quite possible with
out knowledge of Japanese because 
the Japanese had been using Chinese 
characters for centuries and one 
could always look for a literate 
Chinese or Japanese person to write 
the message down. That is what 
happened when the first Portuguese 
drifted ashore on Tanegashima: there 
was a monk aboard their Chinese 
junk while in the village there was a 
Japanese scholar, so they all sat 
around on the sandy beach and 
scrawled Chinese characters in the 
sand. 

The words list in the "Survey of 
Japan" was obviously composed by 
someone who knew what a Chinese 
merchant would need when trading 
in Japan. The list consists of 11 
keywords on astronomy, 17 on time, 
9 on geography, 81 placenames in 
Japan, 6 on directions, 8 on valua
bles, 69 on human re lationships, 94 
on human conditions, 14 on the parts 
of the body, 45 on utensils, 10 on 
clothes, 20 on food, 9 on flora, 11 
on fauna and 16 numerals, besides 
27 practical and useful expressions. 

After two pages about si lks and 
texti les, we eventua lly reach three 
pages on the subject of boats. These 
we shall translate :-

"When the Japanese construct a 
ship, it is of a foreign design. They 
are obliged to use large trees which 
are then sawn into planks. These 
are joined together, not using iron 
nails, but merely connected by 
means of an iron plate. They don 't 
use hemp-core (oakum) and Tung
oil, but just stop-up the seams with 
a grass called distemper grass. It 
requires a lot of effort to build the 
ships and without them it is not easy 
to advance in trading with Japan. 

The Japanese who come to China 
as pirates are the poor from their 
islands. It has been reported that 
they have built thousands of ships 
but this is a false rumour. Their large 
ships carry 300 men, the medium 
sized ones one to two hundred men, 
and the small ones 40 to 50 or 
sometimes 70 to 80 men. The ships 
are low and squat and when they 
meet our larger ships, we are sus
ceptible to attack as our vessels 
can be sunk by their iron battering 
rams. Thus all Kuantung and Fukien 
ships fear them and the Kuantung 
ships have even strengthened their 
sides like a city-wall. Their ships 
bottoms are flat and cannot cleave 
the waves; their sails are hung from 
dead-center of the yard on the mast, 
unlike the Chinese sails which are 
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hung to o ne side. The mast is con
stantly moving un like the Chinese 
mast w hich is shrouded. They can 
only take advantage of a following 
wind and in the case of a calm or 
contrary w inds t hey lower the mast 
and row their ships with sweeps; 
under sa il they cannot go about. 
Thus w hen these Japanese vesse ls 
cross t he ocean it takes a month or 
more. Nowadays it is easier for them 
because v illains on the Fukien and 
Chekiang coasts, sell t heir locally
made ships overseas w ith a heavy 
bottom w hich is sharp and can 
cleave the waves . These vessels 
proceed easily, never fearing quarter
winds or gales, and in a few days 
they are across . 
On all t he Japanese ships, each man 
ca rries some 400 catties ( 248 ki los) 
of water, roughly 800 bowls. Each 
day he uses 6 bowls of water, they 
take very good care of th at, con
stantly guarding the storage spase 
for it. The taste of t heir water is 
different to ours; they w ill not drink 
seawater w hich is brackish and 
wou ld g ive them diarrhoea. 
Thu s when they depart from their 
country they have to call in at the 
Goto islands for water, and coming 
close to China they call in at Pa 
Shan, Chen Ch ' ien and such places 
( Chusan Archipelago) to renew their 
water. In winter and cold weather 
the replenish ing of water may cause 
long and arduous delays. 
As t here are vast seas and unpre
dictable winds and waves they 
cannot plan to bathe until they pass 
the islands of China. However, th e 
sai lors wash their hands and faces 
w ith seawater or island water; t here 
are some w ho say that this washing 
with seawater comes close to en
quiring into the unnatu ral, resulting 
in a black flesh and skin. Some 
Japanese know a secret method of 
boiling water from a well until it 
bubbles and leaving it in an earthen
ware jar w here it can remain for 
as long as two weeks without 
deteriorating." 
After this eulogy on the cleanliness 
of t he Japanese t here follows three 
pages of what are described as 
" useful articles", mainly details on 
Japanese swords and sword-furni
ture, always in great demand in 
Ming Ch ina. Th e survey ends with 
a four and a half page description 
of t heir battle technique in the field . 
However practical thi s information 
was, at the t ime of printing t he 
information about the th ree ports 
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guerilla-vessel. On 
the sides are the 
so-called POGAN 
~6 ~ s p e c i a II y 
designed against 
Japanese pirates. 
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was already out of date. This is not 
surprising since MAO Yuan I was 
merely quoting grandfather M AO 
K'un, w ho had most likely gathered 
his materia l a full century before. In 
the mid-16th cent ury, Hakata lost 
much of its importance to Hirado 
and when in 1571 Nagasaki was 
designated the central port for over
seas trade, many of t he Hakata 
merchants, Japanese as well as 
Chinese, moved their business to 
the new port and city . By this time 
A notsu had been abandoned for 
Hyogo ( now Kobe) and Saka i ( now 
part of Greater Osaka) . 

Pira tical activities of the Japanese 
against Chinese shipping had also 
diminished considerably ; t he last of 
th e once formidable WAKO (Japan
ese pirates) had perished in Hide
yoshi's 1592 campaign against Korea 
on his way to China - at least t hat 
was w here he thought he was going. 

But at one time piratica l activities 
had been serious and t he Chinese 
had even designed a special ship to 
counter the attack of the low-lying 
Japanese pirate vessels. These spe
cial ships were built up like a fortress 
and manned by 800 soldiers. On 
each side three heavy hardwood 

- · -"!:'.. _-:: ·. 

battering rams, some 50 ft. long, 
had been mounted and placed on 
a swivel (probably a gooseneck 
sort of contraption like our cargo
derricks) . It was t he Japanese prac
tice to creep up to a range where 
t he Chinese ships' cannon were 
ineffective, protecting themselves 
w ith semi-circular rattan shields 
covered w ith wet cowh ides against 
incendiaries. Then the Chinese would 
release the tops of the battering 
rams and th e impact was expected 
to smash the light Japanese craft. 
It is not known how these heavy 
Chinese ships were propelled. 
BONOTSU ( ~~~ ) 31 ° -19' N & 130° -
12' E, at present 10,700 inhabitants. 

HAKATA ( tlf~ ) 33°-27' N & 130° -
18' E, it was t he scene of the two 
Mongol attacks on Japan in 1274 
and 1281 . Its intercourse with China 
dates back to A .D. 57. It is now part 
of the city of Fukuoka ( i million). 

ANOTSU ( ~~~ ~) Originally ANA no 
TSU , contracted to ANOTSU, at 
present it is ca lled simply TSU shi, 
t he town of TSU . 
117,200 inhabitants, some industry. 
In o lden t imes it used to be a landed 
estate of the ISE shrine, some 36 
KM to the South. (concluded) 



25th ANNIVERSARY 

Miss R. Kuiper 

Miss R. Kuiper (stenotypist T .D. 
Amsterdam) jo ined KPM in 1948 
and to celebrate her Si lver Jubilee 
a receptio n wa s held o n M ay 1st in 
the Bantam kamer of Het Scheep
vaarthui s. 

Mr van Haastert acted on behalf of 
Managing Directo rs of RIL w ho were 
attending the inception of the new 
organisation in Rotterdam. 

Miss Kuiper, who was accompanied 
by her sister, was warmly praised 
by M r van Haastert for the work she 
has done for t he Techn ical Depart
ments o f KPM and KJCPL. 

Special reference was made to t he 
many occasions on which Miss 

Mr W.K. Mink 

Kuiper has been of assistance to 
her fellow members of staff. 

On behalf of Manag ing Directors Mr 
van Haastert presented Miss Kuiper 
with an anniversary gift, a sewing 
machine. 

Tribute was also expressed by Mr 
de Baaker w ho presented a spec ial 
gift from all of Miss Kuiper' s col
leagues. 

Our photograph shows Miss Kuiper 
giving her speech of thanks, in which 
she expressed the hope, that although 
a number of her colleagues may join 
other departments, they will maintain 
the warm relationship w hich has 
been built up over so many years. 

The entire execut ive staff of lnterocean-EAC Agencies 
Pte. Ltd. ( INTEAC) was present to celebrate the 25th 
Service Anniversa ry of Mr W .K. M ink on April 10th. 
Also attending were staff members who are closely 
connected with t he Office of the Owners' Representative 
in Singapore. 

joined RIL 25 years ago in Jakarta, whereafter followed 
postings in M acassar and Hong Kong (both Local Office 
and Head Office) until 1959 when he was transferred to 
Sydney. In 1961 he returned to HK HO as Acting Assistant 
Passage Manager. Thereafter he held a variety of posts 
including t hose of Assistant Manager HK MH and Acting 
M anager CTA. Singapore was to benef it from Mr Mink' s 
wide experience when in May 1971 he was appointed 
Operational Manager. In January 1973 Mr Mink was 
appointed RIL Owner's Representative. 

The reception started w ith the presentation of a bouquet 
of orchids to Mrs Mink in appreciation of the role she 
has played in her husband's career. 

Praising Mr Mink's serv ice w it h the Company, Mr J . 
Balhuizen out lined his career, starting from t he time he 

Mrs Mink and their son Peter were present at the celebration. 

It was also recalled that Mr Mink served as a member 
of the Edito rial Committee of the RIL Post during 1958 
and 1959. 

Mr Balhuizen concluded his speech by paying t ribute to 
Mr Mink who, with his extensive knowledge of RIL 
matters, played no small ro le during the formation of 
INTEAC. 

Mr Balhu izen then presented Mr M ink with the customary 
Company Jubilee Gift, but not, however, in the customary 
way. The gift a colourful Shiraz carpet, was too large 
to be 'handed over' and instead Mr M ink and all present 
were invited into Mr Balhuizen's office where the carpet 
was displayed. 

Further t ributes were paid by the Executive Staff who 
presented a ship's barometer and staff members who 
presented Selangor pewter w are. 

In his speech of thanks Mr Mink proposed a toast to t he 
continued prosperity of RIL and INTEAC. 
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25th ANNIVERSARIES 

Mr Kassim bin Mohd. Yassim 

Mr Kassim bin Mohd. Yassim joined the Company on 
1st May 1948. As his si lver jubilee fell on a public holiday, 
a satay party was held in his honour on 2nd May. 
Apart from a very short period in th e Passage Depart
ment, Mr Kassin has been attached to the Operations 
Department throughout his career with K.P.M . and R.I.L. 
Starting as a messenger, he soon joined the clerical staff 
and established a reputation for diligence and quietly 
getting on with the job. He is also respected for his 
ability to get on well with colleagues and superiors alike . 
After Mr J . Wiss, Operations Manager had presented 
Mr Kassim on behalf of the staff of the Operations 
Department with a beautiful clock, Mr Balhuizen presented 
the Company's gift, a gold wrist watch. 
Mr Kassim thanked the Company and his colleagues for 
the gifts,- thereafter it was satay and refreshments all 
the way. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 
3rd Engineer R.J. Wolters (Leave) to Miss E.G.M. Klein Gebbinck, 
on 5th Apri l at Luhtenvoorde. 
2nd Engineer H.B. Wiersma (Musi) to Miss L. Veltman on 19th 
Apri l at Gouda. 
5th Engineer Ch.J . Bakker (St Johore) to Miss A.P. White. on 
14th April, at Adelaide. 
Miss S. Hoh (Tokyo Ag.) to Mr Harukawa Kazunori, on 21st April. 
4th Engineer U.J . Dijkstra (Tjiwangi) to Miss J. Pool, on 1st May, 
at Drachten. 
4th Engineer H.Y. Sperling (Straat Towa) to Miss A . Jellema, on 
3rd May at Den Helder. 

New Arrivals 
Mr Tan-Ong Poh Kan (Penang); a son, Danny Tan Wai Mun, on 
5th March. 
Mr J . Yiu Chi Tai ( HK HO AZ); a son, Yiu Wai Sheung, on 2nd 
April. 
Mr Lim Poh Ghua (Singapore) ; a son, Lam Kok Boon, on 14th April. 
Mr J . Teo Hock Soon (Singapore) ; a son, John Teo Seng Leong. 
on 17th April. 
2nd Officer P.G. Langeveld (Leave) ; twin sons, Michael Andre and 
Timothy Eugene, on 21st April. 
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Mr Wong Kam 

On 7th May, Mr Wong Kam, Sailor of lnterocean I, cele
brated his 25th Anniversary. Mr F. Braches congratu lated 
Mr Wong on behalf of Managing Directors, during a brief 
ceremony at MH, whereafter Mr Wong was entertained 
at a "Dim Sum" luncheon. Mr Wong was then presented 
with the customary jubilee watch on behalf of Managing 
Directors. 

NEW NAME 

3rd Officer B. Feyen captured this shot of Straat Freetown 
at Yokohama on 16th March, while she was being re
named Asian Ensign. Asian Ensign is now employed 
in the Asia / Australia Express ( AAE) under a charter 
arrangement with CNC. 



MORE AND MORE WINE 
FROM ARGENTINA 

Last month we showed Straat 
Nagasaki sh ipping wine containers 
from Argentina and thus playing an 
important role in this fast growing 
export trade. Mr P. van Schaarden
burg tells us a little more about the 
shipper, Vinos Argentinas S.A.:-

"Vinos Argentinas Export Corpora
tion is the premier consortium for 
exporting Argentine w ines . It co
ordinates and manages the industrial 
and financial resources of five major 
wine growers in t he M endoza region. 
Its objectives coincide with Argen
t ina's present policy of encouraging 
non-traditional exports, and thu s it 
is taking an active part in the national 
export drive. Vinos Argentinas is 
engaged firstly in market research, 
in making its wines and grape juice 
known all over the world and in 
obtain ing experience in t he tastes 
of foreign consumers, tastes N hich 
vary from one country to anoth er . 

It is an arduous experience to dis
patch w ine overseas, in its several 
forms of shipment, to ensure its 
arriva l at destination in perfect 
condition and on time. Wine and 
concent rated grape juice is loaded 
in bulk in ships' deep tanks previous
ly coated in specia l paints; it is also 
loaded in containers of different 
sizes, from 2,000 to 25,000 l itres. 

Vinos Argentinas, exports large 
quantities of wine to the U.S.A ., 
Switzerland, the U.K., Germany, 
Canada and South American coun
tries. For the first time last February, 
contracts were signed w ith the 
Okura Trading Co. in Japan, for the 
supply of about one million litres of 
bulk red and wh ite wines for 1973. 
This has inspired Vinos Argentinas 
to build special 20 ft . liquid-ta iners 
w hich are now being used for this 
trade. 

With the excellent services given by 
Royal lnterocean Line s, th e first ship
ments have been transported on 
their vessels with very good results . 
Vinos Argentinas have now decided 
to ship the total volume mentioned 
above on RIL vessels" . 

TJI CLUB 

Twelve years ago, a Tji club was 
formed in Australia by passengers 
w ho, over the years, had t ravelled 
aboard Tjiluwah and Tjiwangi. Today 
the club is still going strong, and 
recently its members took their an
nual R I L trip, t his year for the first 
time aboard Nieuw Holland. 

According to club member Mr Bert 
White, everyone had more than a 
good time. As a token of t hanks for 
all t hey had done for the v isiting 
group, Purser Breese van Groenou 
was presented with an Eastern Com
mand plaque, while Captain List 
received a Diggers Hat, normally 
only worn by members of t he Aus
tral ian army. As Mr White concludes, 
"everyone was more than pleased 
w ith the friendship and service 
shown to us during the excursion ; 
we are now looking forward to the 
next trip. 

Recently we received the following tech
nical information from Stork W erkspoor 
Holland:-" newly ordered exhaust valve 
housings will be provided with a BRAZED 
- ON NOSE" I 

Any suggesti ons from readers on how to 
solve the " fitting-problems" of these new 
housings, will be greatly appreciated by 
HK HO TO . 

PERSONALITIES 

On 28th April , Mr K. Groeneveld 
made a business trip to Hong Kong, 
returning to Amsterdam on 19th 
May. 

Mr C.L.C. van Kretschmar (Managing 
Director ) left Hong Kong on 5th May 
to make a business trip in South and 
West A frica . He returned to Hong 
Kong on 29th May via the Nether
lands. 

On 8th May, Mr E. van't Sant 
(Superintendent Engineer) spent a 
week in Singapore and Indonesia. 
He took part in a symposium in 
Jakarta. 

Mr H. W ever (General Manager 
Austral ia & New Zealand) made a 
brief business t rip to the Netherlands 
and Hong Kong returning to Sydney 
on 17th May. 

Calling all vessels w ith 
STORK Main Engines! 

{I 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty w elcome is extended to the following new R IL 
Personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr B.J . Bokhove 
A alpoel 
Bos 

.. H.A.J . Oort 

PROMOTION 

Asp. Appr. Officer 
Asp. Appr. Officer 

5th Engineer 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
were promoted to 5th Engineer: 

Mr H.W . Bates as from 
.. 0 . van Foeken 
.. R.G.W. van Ho lland 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

17/ 2/ 73 
1/ 12/ 72 

29/ 11 / 72 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr A .E. Rouffaer 2nd Officer Th.l 27/ 3/ 73 

" 
P.J . van Deventer 4th Ill 5/ 4/73 

" F.J . Smelik Ill 27/ 3/ 73 

" 
J .L.E. Dijkstra Ill 6/ 4/73 

" A.J .J . Bijman 3rd Engineer B 4/ 4/73 
. , G.J . Dekker 5th A 22/ 3/ 73 

LEAV E 

Mr F.J. Broersma Chief Officer 

" 
J.J. Duit 

" 
J .Ch. Hermans 

" 
A. Kruger 

" 
B.C. Steevensz 

" 
J.W. Swaving 

" 
W. Verbaa n 

" 
D.F. van Woerdekom 

" R.M . Meister 2nd 

" 
F.H . Santman 

" N.E.F.M . van der Schrieck 

" 
L.J .M . Bauman 3rd 

" 
R. Bloemendaal 

" 
J .H. va n Dijk 

" J . Jonkers 
" R.P. Koerse 

" J .A.M . van Raamsdonk 

" R.L.N. Olieroock 

" S. Visman 

" J . V lugter .. K.J .A . Bouma 2nd Engineer 

" w .c. Geistdorfer .. P.A . Kopmels .. A . Bovenschen 3rd 

" D.M. Conij n 
" R.G.A .J . Gabler 

" P. Huigen 

" A .G. Kamperman .. A . Sattler .. D. van de Vlies 
" 

J.W. Dieters 4th .. J .A. Kortz .. F.W . va n Lienden .. J .H. Weijermars 

" J.J.B. Jongma 5th 

" E.A . Remmelzwaal 

" 
R. van Suylekom 

" 
A . Hoek man Appr. 
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TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 
Captain J .Ch. Beynon, Master of STRAAT NAGOYA went on home 
leave. 
Captain A.J . Zonnevijlle was posted to STRAAT NAGOYA fol
lowing home leave. 
Ca ptain J . de Jong, M aster of STRAAT NAGASAKI went on home 
leave. 
Captain J.D. Jelijs w as posted to STRAAT NAGASAKI following 
home leave. 
Captain W. lneke, Master of STRAAT NASSAU went on home 
leave. 
Captain B.L. Legemaate was posted to STRAAT NASSAU following 
home leave. 
Captain J .J .E.M . Bruyn, Master of ASIAN ENTERPRISE went on 
home leave. 
Captain M.J. Taal was posted to ASIAN ENTERPRISE following 
home leave. 
Captain H.J . Brons, M aster of STRAAT HOLLAND went on home 
leave. 
Captain P. Starkenburg was posted to STRAAT HOLLAND fol
lowi ng home leave. 
Acting Captain R.J. Piso, Master of STRAAT BALl went on home 
leave. 
Captain H. de Geest was posted to STRAAT BALl following home 
leave. 
Captain S.Tj . Doornbos, M aster of STRAAT CUMBERLAND went 
on home leave. 
Captain J .A. H. Faber w as posted to STRAAT CUMBERLAND 
following home leave. 
Captain J .J . van de Riet, Master of STRAAT JOHORE went on 
home leave. 
Captain L.J. Eyken was posted to STRAAT JOHORE following 
home leave. 
Captain C.W . de Jong, Master of STRAAT COO K went on home 
leave. 
Captain Th.H. Rappard was posted to STRAAT COOK following 
home leave . 
Chief Engineer R.K.K. Lie of STRAAT NAGOYA went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer D.W .J .B. van Hattem w as posted to STRAAT 
NAGOYA fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer M .G. Beunder of STRAAT NAGASAKI went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Schriemer was posted to STRAAT NAGASAKI 
follow ing home leave. 
Chief Engineer A . Vink of STRAAT NASSAU went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Dirkse w as posted to STRAAT NASSAU fol
lowing home leave. 
Chief Engi neer J .H.M. van Miltenburg of STRAAT NAPIER went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Birza was posted to STRAAT NAPIER following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.E. Godscha lk was posted to ASIAN ENTERPRISE 
fol lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .C. Meulenberg of ASIAN ENTERPRISE was 
transferred to STRAAT A LGOA. 
Chief Engineer H.J .G.A . Otten of STRAAT ALGOA went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer R. Jonker of STRAAT BALl w ent on home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.L. Frenks was posted to STRAAT BALl following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer G. Barendregt of STRAAT TAURANGA w ent on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.H. M enses was posted to STRAAT TAURANGA 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.A. Klazema of STRAAT LOM BOK w ent on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer H.C. Smeenk was posted to STRAAT LOMBOK 
fo llowing home leave. 
2nd Engineer- CMK- F.H.A. Crooymans of MUS I went on home 
leave. 
2nd Engineer H.B. Wiersma was posted to MUSI as 2nd Engineer 
-CMK-. 

TRANSFERS OF SHORE STAFF 
Mr P.H. Blok was transferred from Durban to Hong Kong M H . 
Mr F.W. van Riet w as transferred from J ohannesburg t o Hong 
Kong Head Office. 
Mr J. van der Lij n was transferred from Hong Kong M H to Hong 
Kong Head Office. 



Those who returned are: 
M r P.O. A lgra 
.. G. Daman 
.. W . Flach 
.. T.R. de Groot 
.. R. Hoi 
.. F.E. de Nieuwe 
.. H. de Baat Doelman 
.. R. Dasia 
.. A .C. Ekelschot 
.. R.A. Groenendijk 
.. P.C. Klaassen 
.. G. Mulder 
.. W.J. Fokker 
.. S.A. Hoven 
.. W .F. W eerman 
.. P.J . van Deventer 
.. F.J . Smelik 
.. A.C. Hulst 
.. H.J . Nieuw land 
.. A .W . Noort 
.. N. Poort 
.. L. Smit 
.. W . Westerhof 
.. A.A.C.M. Wouters 
.. H.R. de Lange 
.. A .J . Niehof 
.. C.F. von Stein 
.. F.J .J . Berting 
.. P.A.M. Bogaert 

W .K.C. du Bois 
.. M . de Groot 
.. B.J . Knegt 
.. H.Y. Sperling 
.. K.H. Stap 
.. Ch.J. Bakker 
.. G.R. Bauritius 
.. N.P.C. Claus 
.. W.W. Luikuiga 
.. J .R. van der Duim 
.. P.J.A. Moereels 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

" 4th 
,, ,, 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted t o 
Straa t Nassau 
Schiekerk 
Straat Colombo 
Sloterkerk 
Straat Kobe 
Asian Enterprise 
Straa t A lgulhas 
Safocean A uckland 
Straat Ta lbot 
Safocean A msterdam 
Straat Korea 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Rio 
Straat Fiji 
Straat Bali 
Straat Fremantle 
Straa t Nassau 
Straat Fresco 
Straat Nassau 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Chatham 
Straat Fukuoka 
Straat Forcados 
Straat J ohore 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straa t Talbot 
Tji tarum 
Straat Tow a 
Straat Napier 
Straa t Cook 
Straat Fi ji 
St raa t Florida 
Straat Tow a 
Straat Luzon 
Straa t Johore 
Straat Bali 
Nieuw Ho lland 
Straat Clarence 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Honshu 

MELBOURNE LOADING 
International Harvester Co. of New Zealand re
cently launched i ts Acco-A series truck which 
was developed and manufactured by Internat ional 
Harvester, Aust ralia. The initial shipment of ten 
trucks w as carried from M elbourne to Dunedin 
per m.v . Nederlek, which w as chartered by RIL 
for New Zealand and the Caribbean. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with much regret t hat w e report the deaths of:-

H. Kwast ( retired Chief Engineer KPM ) , on 16th A pril, at A m
sterdam, aged 79. 
G.P.W. Li jbers ( retired 1st Officer KPM) , on 22nd April, at 
Fuengiro la, aged 71 . 
G.A.J . van M unster ( reti red Chief employee KPM) , on 25th Apri l, 
at Amsterdam, aged 76 . 
G.J. Verkaart ( retired Chie f Engineer KPM ) , on 29th Apri l, at 
Renesse, aged 69 . 
J. Brommersma (retired Capta in KJ CPL) , on 30th April , at De 
Koog, aged 67. 

Mr Vim Keung, aged 54, in Hong Kong on 2nd March . 
Joining the Company in 1947, throughout his long ca reer 
w ith RIL Mr Vim w orked as a Dresser. He was particular
ly w ell-known aboard m.v. Ruys, joining th e vessel in 
1949 and continuing to serve with her until she w as sold 
in 1968. In 1972, he joined m.v. Nieuw Holland as Dresser 
SG, and remained with t he ship unti l February 1973 when 
he w as given sick leave. 

With a reputation for being reliable, effic ient and very 
capable in his job, Mr Yim will also be remembered for 
his kind and helpful manner. 

Our sympathy goes to his wife and three children. 

Dr. Robert Eidelberg 

It is with much regret that w e have to report the 
death of Dr. Robert Eidelberg, on 11th M ay, in 
Buenos A ires, aged 64. 

Since 1940, Dr. Eidelberg has attended our ships 
and shore staff, amongst w hom he earned the 
respect and sincere friendship of so many. He will 
be great ly missed by RIL staff in many parts of 
t he w orld . 

Our deep sympathy is extended to his wife and 
daughter. 
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ROYAl HONOURS 

We announce with great pleasure t hat H.M . 
Queen Juliana of the Netherlands has been 
pleased to confer upon Mr F. Terwogt the 
distinction of Officer in t he Order of Orange 
Nassau, and to appoint Captain J . Maan, Knight 
in the Order of Orange Nassau. 

In the Netherlands, Mr and Mrs Terwogt were 
inv ited to the Foreign Office at the Hague on 
27th April where the investit ure was conducted 
by His Excellency W .K.N . Schmelzer, Minister 

, ________________ _ 

ANNIVERSARY FOR INTEAC 

1st April , 1973 being a Sunday, the 
first anniversary of INTEROCEAN

E.A.C. Agencies Pte. Ltd . ( INTEAC) 

was celebrat ed on the 2nd April and 
the whole staff was invited to have 

a piece of t he large cake, model led 

after t he container vessei-N/HON 
As that day also marked the first 
anniversary of ScanDutch, Scan

Dutch Princi pals presented INTEAC 

with the cake. 

Mr J. Balhuizen is seen helping Mrs 
F. Chan, an INTEAC secretary, to 

cut the cake. 
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of Foreign Affairs . After the ceremony a lun
cheon party was held, attended by Mr J.R . 
van Osselen, Mr J.M. Hens, Mr H.M. van der 
Schalk, Mr E. W illems, and M r K. Dirkzwager. 

The investiture of Capta in M aan took place in 
M elbourne at a reception held in honour of 
Queen Juliana's birthday on 30th April. 

RIL Post sends its congratulations on behalf 
of t he whole company. 

BIRTH OF A DRAGON BOAT 

On 5th June Hong Kong breaks into festive 
mood for the annual dragon boat races. 

The origins of the Dragon Boat Festival 
are familiar t o many Al lers, but few have 
experienced the initiation ceremony which 
takes place when a dragon boat is born. 

This fine 90 ft. specimen was built by the 
people of Cheung Chau Island to replace 
their dragon boat which had been in use 
for more than twenty years. Once the 
construction was completed. an auspicious 
day was chosen and a Taoist priest was 
invited to perform the ceremony. Serene 
in his brilliant red robes, he lay before the 
vessel trays of roast pork, vegetables, 
oranges and a bowl of holy water. For 
fifteen minutes he chanted prayers, simulta
neously burning joss paper and occa
sionally striking a tiny gong. The ceremony 
reached it s climax as the priest dipped his 
pen in the holy water and dotted the eyes 
of the dragon boat. 

As the boat, decorated w ith colourful 
banners, quietly slipped into the water. 
the crew knew they must at once start 
strenuous exercises to prepare for the 
dragon boat races. 
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COVER CHANGE 

The signal fl ags w hich have formed the basis of the RIL Post 

cover since 1969, have been lowered. 

Using a more complicated technique for his latest work, Henry 

Steiner has produced w hat is thought to be the perfect design 

for the magazine of a Shipping Company. 

A design t heme based on " patterns of reflections in water" 

wi ll provide flexibi lity and interest for many months to come. 

It seems appropriate that the introduction of t he new cover 

should coincide with this month 's article on the RIL computer. 

both evidence t hat R I L keeps ahead of the times. not just 

abreast of them. 
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