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FAREWELL MR TERWOGT 

Signing the visitors book during the farewell luncheon held by M anaging 
Directors on 6th M arch. 

During the first w eek in M arch, RIL 
staff members gathered together on 
several occasions to say farewell to 
Mr F. Terwogt. Mr Terwogt is to 
take up a new post in the Nether
lands as Director Liner Division of 
the NSU and w ill simultaneously 
become a Deputy member of t he 
Executive Board of the NSU. 

On 10th March, Mr and M rs Terwogt 
boarded Straat Rio w hich w il l take 
t hem to Mombasa on the first stage 
of t heir journey to th e Netherlands. 
They intend to take a brief safari 
holiday while they are in East Africa. 

with NSU in the Netherlands. Mr 
Kasteleijn w ent on to say that not 
only wou ld Mr Terwogt still be 
closely connected with RIL, bu t this 
would not be t he last time he would 
visit Hong Kong . 

Proposing a toast, he w ished Mr 
Terwogt a good trip and hoped to 
see him back very soon . 

Mr Terwogt began his speech with 
a joking reference to th e fact that 
the sixth floor had not been designed 
to stand the weight of the entire 
RIL staff and he wa s anxious in case 
it should collapse during his speech! 
On a more serious note he em
phasised his sadness in leaving and 
his hope t hat he would be back for 
a visit in the not too distant future. 
He went on to say that working for 
RIL in Hong Kong had been both a 
privilege and a source of happiness 
to him. Looking back over the 
changes and developments of the 
past ten years in Hong Kong , he 
attributed t hem not to his own work 
but to t he work of the whole st aff. 
He praised the staff for their hard 
work and the high standard of their 
work which he described as solid 
and reliable. 

Mr Terwogt th en proposed a toast 
to the future of R IL in the context 
of t he NSU, stressing that RIL was 
a very important pa rt of the future 
of the NSU. The party gradually 

It was on 7th March that a farewell 
tea party was held on 6th floor of 
lnterocean House to which every 
staff member wa s invited. In his 
farewell speech, Mr G. Kasteleijn 
remarked that a great many of t he 
st aff present have known and work
ed with Mr Terwogt for a very long 
time. He has spent many years 
working in Hong Kong and for the 
last ten years as M anaging Director. 
A lt hough many people will feel sad 
that he is lea ving, at the same time 
t hey will want to congratulate him 
on his new high-ranking posit ion 

Bidding a formal farewell to all RIL staff members during the tea party 
on 7th M arch at HK HO. 
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came to an end as each staff mem
ber in turn w ished Mr Terwogt an 
individua l farewell. 

This party was preceeded by a fare
well party for business relations and 
friends of Mr and Mrs Terwogt. 
w hil st on 6th M arch, t he customary 
fa rewel l luncheon was held by 
M anaging Directors in HK HO . 

Mr Terwogt joined RIL in October 
1946 in Djakarta, after graduating 
from Leiden University as a Bachelor 
of Law. His subsequent post ings 
were to Hong Kong, Durban, Buenos 
A ires, Hong Kong, and to Tokyo as 
Manager for Japan. He returned to 
Hong Kong in April 1963 and was 
appointed Managing Director on 1st 
M ay of that year . For th ree years 
Mr Terwogt has been President of 
the RILSC, and he and Mrs Terwogt 
are keen go lfers and tennis p layers . 

On behalf of all RIL staff we w ish 
Mr and M rs Terwogt much hap
piness in the future . 

Mr Terwogt spoke personally to many RIL staff during the farewell tea 
party. From I. tor. are:-Mrs P. Young-Lo Sui Chue, Mrs M . W ong-Lee 
Mui Yuk and Mr F.F. Setlight. 

Mr and Mrs Terwogt welcome their guests at the farewell party on 5th 
March. 
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- - - SHOWPIECE 

Mr Kam Hing Ho proudly 
shows the young visitors 
the passenger accom
modation. 

These forty students from Ming Kei 
College were obviously del ighted 
with their visit to NIEUW HOLLAND . 

·· So this is all a Captain has to dol" 
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The v1s1t, w hich took place on 19th 
February while the ship was in Hong 
Kong was arranged by HK MH in 

consultation with the M aster, Captain 
F. List. The students were accom
panied by two teachers. 

Without doubt the highlight of the day 
was when Captain Li st showed the 
students the Bridge. Amongst the 
many other things t hat excited their 
interest was the navigational equip
ment; Captain Li st explained its 
fu nctions and how it was put to use 
w hile the ship was at sea. 

The Catering Department introduced 
the students to other aspects of life 
on board; Maitre d 'Hotel SG, Mr 
Kam Hing Ho proudly showed them 
t he passenger accommodation and 
deck areas. 

After a thorough investigation of t he 
vessel, t he young guests were 
served with soft drinks and sand
wiches in the First Class Lounge. 



SNOWBOUND 

Straat Madura's officers 
and crew; cheerful if just 
a trifle chilly. 

Surely this can't be a RIL ship ? 
These are rare pictures indeed for a 
fleet sailing mostly in Far Eastern 
and tropical regions and in the 
sunnier climates of the Southern 
hemisphere. 

In case you don 't recognise any of 
the smiling faces they are the officers 
and crew of STRAAT MADURA; 
despite the freezing conditions they 
seem to be in cheerful spirits. Cer
tainly the snow is providing a change 
from the usual deck sporting acti
vi·ties. with the o::casional snowball 
fight! 

STRAAT MADURA ran into delay 
on account of the bad weather en 
route to Sinkiang. By the time she 
w as wa iting to enter port in mid
January, snow was falling thick and 
fast and temperatures were down 
to -rc. 

Chief Officer C.H.P. te Lintelo 
captured these moments with hi s 
camera. 

FLEET FACTS 
Servaaskerk after being delivered 
to us in Aarhus on 9th February, 
proceeded to West Africa to load 
for the Far East assisting the time 
pressed Straat Frazer. 
Straat Forcados (ex Servaaskerk) 
will effect the mid April sailing 
from Japan in FEWAS instead of 
Straat Frazer. 
Schiekerk (which will be renamed 
Straat Fresco) will be delivered 
to us in Oslo in mid April, where
after t his vessel will proceed to 
West Africa to effect the East
bound May sai ling from West 
Africa to Far East. 
As from Wonosari 's scheduled 
sailing from Japan in early April. 
LACAS vessels will call at Man
zanillo and Acapulco en route to 
Buenaventura. 
Straat Cook will effect a sail ing 
from Australia to South Africa in 
early April , in charter to Safocean. 
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CARGO 

HANDLING 

SEMINAR 

Captain M arkussen lecturing. 
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In the first week of March (5th-9th) thirty-two delegates, 
twenty-two of t hem from RIL, attended a ca rgo handling 
sem inar held in Hong Kong by the Maritime Division of the 
IKO Consulting Group. RIL members were as follows: 

Captain E.F. Aalberts, NO, (HK 
HO); Mr W .O. Abadee, (lnterocean 
Australia Services Pty. Ltd.) ; Mr W . 

van Alebeek, (Melbourne) ; Mr S. 

Barneveld, VZ, (HK HO); Mr S. 
Bennema, (HK MH) ; Mr J. Bos, NO, 
(HK HO ) ; Mr A.J . Dijkstra, VZ, 
(HK HO ) ; Mr J.M. Feringa, CRD, 
(HK HO ) ; Captain J. Jacobs; Mr 
H.J . de Loos, CTA, {HK HO) : 
Mr G.J .W. Meynen, (Singapore) ; 
Captain W . Mieog; Mr K. Namura, 
{Tokyo) ; Mr H. Oike, (Tokyo) ; Mr 
N.L. Padt, VZ, (HK HO ); Mr Poon 

Kar Yee, (HK MH); Mr A . van de 

Raay, (Auckland) ; Mr V. Rutigliano, 
(Santos) ; Mr R.W . Schats, Safocean 
(Pty.) Ltd., (Durban) ; Mr E.G. van 

Tell ingen, NO, (HK HO ) ; Mr W. 

Tseng K in Wah, (HK MH); Mr J. 
Wiss, (Singapore) . 

Capta in M. Markussen, Seminar 
Director and main lecturer, explained 

that the main t heme of the seminar 

was the unit-load system, with a 
focus on shipper packed units built 

up in the shippers own premises. 
The introduction of a unit -load sys

t em and its effect on every aspect 
of liner operations, for example on 

budgeting and cost control systems 

and agency operations, would if 
necessary be dealt with during the 

seminar. 

The first IKO cargo-handling semi
nars were given in 1965; they were 
originally intended to give Port 

Captains some ideas about modern 

cargo-handling. For the first few 
years, most of them were held in 



Oslo, w here the Maritime Group of 
IKO is based. More recently semi
nars have been held further afield, 
in Rotterdam, Hamburg, London, 
New York and many other cities in 
the United States of America . 

Captain Markussen who is Senior 
Consultant and Director of the Mari
time Division, has been work ing 
full-time in the f ield of cargo-handl ing 
since 1950. With five years expe
rience as Captain of Norwegian 
coastal vessels, he became involved 
in t he introduction of a complete 
new cargo-handling routine in Nor
way; th is comprised the building of 
new ships and term inals for serv ices 
to islands and fjords, many of w hich 
had no road connections. After 
working as a free-lance consultant 
for va rious shipping lines, Captain 
M arkussen became cargo-handl ing 
consu ltant at t he Fred Olsen Line, 
Norway. He joined the Maritime 
Division of IKO in 1965. 

The Maritime Division of IKO is 
involved in many other fiel ds of 
activity apart from ca rgo-handling. 
During the past six years the Divi
sion has held sixty seminars. In 
addition to seminar work they also 
undertake specific studies for ship
ping and stevedorin g compan ies. In 
connection with cargo-handling t hey 
have given advice on packaging, 
unitis ing of goods, and have worked 
on projects concerned w ith harbour 
planning and location . The w hole 
IKO Consulting Group, of w hich the 
Maritime Group comprises onl y one 
division, employs more than two 
hundred consu ltants who advise on 
all k inds of administrative and tech
nolog ica l problems. 

IKO Maritime Consu ltants Mr T . 
Bergli and Mr N. Erikson also gave 
lectures during the seminar. 

Quite a line up for RIL. From I. to r .:- Mr A.J. Dijkstra , Mr S. Barneveld, 
Mr J.M. Feringa , Mr N.L. Padt, M r J . 8os and Captain E.F. Aalberts 
(all of HK HO) . 

Amongst the familiar faces was M r H. Oike ( RIL Post Correspondent 
Japan) ; other RILers from I. to r.:- Mr Poon Kar Yee (HK MH) , Mr 
Tseng Kin Wah (HK MH) and Mr K. Namura (Tokyo ). 
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HET SCHEEPV AARTHUIS 

Het Scheepvaarthuis, situated on the 
corner of Prins Hendrikkade and the 
Binnenkant, is a typical example 
of th e "Amsterdamse" school of 
architecture. For many years, RIL 's 
Amsterdam Office has been housed 
in this famous building . 

The site of the Scheepvaarthuis was 
reclaimed during the 17th century; 
it was from here that the first mer
chant fleet departed for the Dutch 
East Indies. The building too has 
an interesting history. When their 
existing offices became too small, 
the Boards of Directors of Royal 
Netherland Steamship Co., Neder
land Line, and Royal Paketvaart Co. 
jointly decided to erect a building 

68 

in w hich all three companies could 
be accommodated. A separate com
pany was founded w ith a paid up 
capital of D.fl. 1,000,000 and three 
directors of the abovementioned 
companies were on the Board, J.K. 
Hummel, J .B.A . Jonckheer, and Paul 
den Tex. 

Thirteen houses were demolished in 
order to clear the 1,400 square 
meters of space required . Two 
prominent architects Mr van Gerdt 
and Mr van der Mey were com
missioned to design the building . 
The style of the building was to be 
in keeping w ith the historic houses 
in the surrounding area. 

Het Scheepvaarthuis as 
it was in 1916 when its 
fi rst offices were occu
pied; t he building was 
not completed until 1929. 

Bui lding started in 1913, and the 

first offices were occup ied in 1916 

although the building was not com

pleted until 1929. The facades are 

decorated with various scu lptures; 

amongst them are the faces of 

famous d iscoverers li ke Roggeveen, 

van Diemen, van Noort and Bon

tekoe. Other famil iar faces include 

t he first fou r captains to reach the 

Dutch East Indies, Houtman, van 

Heemskerck, Barendsz and van Neck; 

these four are all well-known names 

to RIL. Other decorations depict the 

commodities which the resident com

panies carried to Europe. 



The ground floor of t he building was 
originally occupied by the passage 
department of the Nederland Line 
and Royal West Indies Service, the 
latter of which was later incorporated 
into KNSM. Climbing the monu
mental metal staircase with its costly 
lead and glass roof, one reaches the 
first floor which is occupied by 
KNSM. The second floor was occu
pied by the Nederland Line and the 
third by KPM and Java-China-Japan 
Line. A garden was built on t he roof 
which in t hose days was quite a 
novelty. 

Each company residing in the build
ing has been symbolically depicted 
in a sculptured motif. KNSM, which 
sa ils in t he Mediterranean, is de
picted by Hercu les embracing the 
Straits of Gibralter; Nederland Line 
by the zodiac sign of Libra, the 
balance (signifying the Equator) sur
rounded by a string of emeralds; an 
anchor between the constellations 
of Cancer and Capricorn is the KPM 
emblem; the constellations sym
bolise the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn w hich were the boundaries 
of KPM waters. The emblems of t he 
China Java J apan Line are of course, 
the Dragon, the Chrysanthemum and 
the Buddha. 

Today, only KNSM is left from 
amongst t he original owners who 
founded the Scheepvaarthuis with 
the motto " Navigare necesse est" 
(to sai l is necessary) . The Dutch 
Government put the Scheepvaarthuis 
on its anc ient monuments li st in 
order to protect it along with many 
of the famous o ld houses w hich line 
the city's cana ls. 

25th ANNIVERSARY 
Mr F.O. van Randwyck 

From /. to r. :-Mrs F. Terwogt, Messrs F.O. van Randwyck and E. W illems, Mrs 
van Randwyck and Mr F. Terwogt. 

On 28th February, a celebration was 
held at MH for Mr van Randwyck's 
silver jubilee. Sen ior staff members 
were present and also Mr H.C. Wu, 
Manager of RILair and his deputy 
Mr S. Wong. In an opening speech 
Mr F. Braches welcomed Mrs van 
Randwyck, Mr and Mrs Terwogt 
and guests from HK HO, Messrs 
W. Boogerman and E. Willems. 

Mr Terwogt praised Mr van 
Randwyck for his 25 years good 
work for RIL, and in particular his, 
"spiri t of independence" w hich had 
helped HK MH to develope its own 
image. This spirit, he sa id, had been 
fostered by t he events of Mr van 
Randwyck 's career; at an early age 
he was in charge of Manila, a small 
office where he was responsible for 
all aspects of Management. His 
responsibilities were further in
c reased as Representative for East 
A frica . When he came to Hong 
Kong. M H was in a transition period 
and has benefited greatly f rom his 
energy and guidance in developing 
new fields of activity. Mr Terwogt 
passed on congratulations, f rom his 
colleagues in Holland, upon Mr van 

Randwyck's achievements at MH . 
He praised his wife as a "blessing 
to her husband in his career" . He 
then presented t he Company' s ju
bilee gift, a Mongolian antique. 

On behalf of t he staff of RIL HK Ltd. 
and RILa ir, Mr Braches said how 
much these relatively young offices 
had profited from Mr van Randwyck' s 
leadership . Despite disappointments 
and difficulties, he had always pointed 
out new horizons and adhered to 
the motto, "Step forward or you 
might stay behind. " Mr Braches 
presented the staff's g ift, a book 
about China . 

In his reply Mr van Randwyck 
thanked the speakers, and he praised 
hi s wife for her support during the 
past fourteen years. He c laimed that 
he had been lucky to join RIL when 
it first started and to have had the 
good fortune to work for a good 
company under good direction and 
w it h a fine fleet of ships. In a w ord 
of adv ice to his younger colleagues 
he said "Know the past , study th e 
present but th ink of the future. " 

69 



FROM PLANT TO BALE 
During the spring season, RIL ships carry bales of sisal 
f rom East Africa to the Far East. Grown for export in 
Kenya and Tanzania, sisal is a v ital cash earner for these 
East African countries; conversely, East Africa is an 
important world source of sisal. Centra l America is 
another important source, in fact t he plant takes its 
name from a smal l port. south of Progreso in Mexico. 

At present sisal is going through a " boom" period; prices 
have nearly doubled since last year although production 
worldw ide has in fact decreased, causing a world shortage. 
Thus for some time Tanzania has been embark ing on 
large replanting schemes; the new areas are expected to 
sta rt producing next year. 

1 The mature sisal is ready for cutting. 

The sisal hemp plant resembles a large cactus. When its 
lo ng straight leaves are pulped they yield tough durable 
w hite fibres, 3-5 ft . in length. The fibres are used to make 
bale and binder twines, ropes and cordage, sacks and 
matting . They are being used increasingly in t he manu
facture of plastics and plaster board, in car upholstery 
and in padding for mattresses. Valuable chemical deriva
t ives can be extracted from sisal waste and these are 
used in the manufacture of medical drugs on a small but 
commercia l scale. 

Mr R. Bezuijen (Wellington) visited the Amboni Sisal 
Estate outside Tanga, Tanzania , and sent us these 
photog raphs. 

3 First the sisal fibres are spl 
different lengths. 

2 The cut sisal leaves are stacked and transported to the 
processing plant. 4 Fibres of similar length are I 



Loading Sisal aboard 
Straat Clement 

and then they are sorted into 
5 The fibres are left on racks to dry in the sun. 

6 Bound in open wire bales, the sisal is ready for shipment. 



.ANNIVERSARIES -JOINT CELEBRATION 

From I. to r.:-Mr Tong Wai , Mr F.F. Setlight, Mrs L. Yip-Kwong, 
Mr Kwan Pui Shing, Miss Silva and Mrs A. Chan-lsmail. 

On 9th March a celebration was held in HK HO for six 
staff members. Mr F.F. Setl ight of PZ was celebrating 
his forty year jubilee; t he five silver j ubilee celebrants 
were Mrs A. Chan-lsmail and Mrs L. Yip-Kwong of PZ, 
and Mr Kwan Pui Shing, Mr To ng W ai and Miss Silva 
of AZ. Mr G. Kasteleijn and Messrs P. Hulleman and 
E. Wi llems and W . Boogerman were present as well as 
all PZ and AZ staff members. 

In his address, Mr Boogerman described the careers 
of the three PZ celebrants. Mr Setlight first joined KPM 
in 1933; by 1937 he was a qualified Home Trade Mate, 
when his eyesight disqual ified him from sea-faring. During 
the second world war Mr Setlight had an incred ible and 
heroic sea-faring career during w hich he narrowly escaped 
death on three occasions. By 1949 he was back w ith 
RIL working in t he "seago ing" side of PZ. Apart from 
his w idespread reputation for always being ready to give 
others a helping hand, no-one in the office has a greater 
knowledge of sea-faring facts . 

Mrs Chan- lsmail was t he first staff member to work fo r 
PZ and was already there w hen Mr Boogerman arrived; 
joining RIL in March 1948, w hen PZ was still part of 
AZ, by 1st September she was work ing for PZ fu ll-time. 
Mrs Chan is an excellent Steno-typist and has a good 
knowledge of Dutch . For some years she was the unpaid 
secretary of t he RILSC. 

Mrs Yip-Kwong also joined RIL in M arch 1948. After 
working in AZ, the typing-pool and helping out in SO, 
in 1969 she joined PZ where she has been an immense 
help. At one time Mrs Yip was the exclusive typist for 
RIL Post , starting w ith ex-Editor Mr van Vliet ; now she 
has many other duties but she still types th e personnel 
particulars for t he magazine. 
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Mr Bonsen began his speech by welcoming family mem
bers of the guests of honour who had been able to 
attend th e celebration . Speaking of Miss Silva, M r Bonsen 
said she is an efficient and tire less telephone operator 
known for her friendly voice. Although isolated by her 
job she is very popular with everyone in the office for 
she is always kind-hearted. We shall miss her very much 
w hen she retires in April. 

Mr Kwan, apart from being such a cheerful person, is 
an excellent driver and has been the personal dr iver 
of several M anaging Directors including Mr Kasteleijn . 
Illustrating how much Mr Kwan's services have been 
appreciated Mr Bonsen mentioned a congratulatory tele
gram from Mr and Mrs R. Pronk. 

Addressing Mr Tong Wai. Mr Bonsen sa id, " the numerous 
things wh ich you have made for t he office during t he 
past 25 years as our carpenter testify t hat you are a 
professiona l in your job. " In particular he mentioned Mr 
Tong 's latest creations, the plant boxes on the 4th floor 
w hich everyone admires. He concluded by saying "even 
in typhoon weather you have always been w ill ing to give 
us you r services ". 

Mr Kasteleijn presented the anniversary souvenirs. 

Mr F.F. Setlight 
receives his medal 
for 40 years ser
vice to RIL. 



CREW CELEBRATIONS 

Every vessel in the Rll fleet celebrates Chinese New 
Year, but for some ships there was a double cause for 
rejoicing as a number of crew members were celebrating 
their 25th service anniversaries with Rll. 

On board Nieuw Holland it was Mr Wu Siu, Cabin 
Steward SG, w ho was the guest of honour at a party 
held in the fi rst c lass lounge, to which all Senior Officers, 
Petty Officers and Crew members were invited. Mr Wu 
has also been working with RIL for 25 yea rs. Captain F. 
List presented the watch to him on behalf of Managing 
Directors. 

On 7th March a party was held in the Crew Department 
at HK HO to celebrate the silver jubilee of Mr lau Tim, 
Steward Sr. Joining RIL in 1947 as Steward aboard 
Tegelberg, Mr Lau remained with th at vessel until she 
was sold in 1968. Since then, he has worked on board 
Straat Banka, Tjibantjet, and Straat Fiji. He signed off 
Straat Fiji in December 1972. 

Miss L. Chui addressed Mr Lau at t he celebration and 
presented him with t he souvenir watch. 

It was Mr lo Che Cheung, Steward Sr. and Mr Chow 
Chow, Fitter, who were in t he limelight on board Tjiwangi. 
Because the ship arrived at Sydney on Chinese New 
Year's Day, the celebration was postponed ti ll 7th Febru
ary, but the delay certainly didn 't make the party any less 
enjoyable. Captain E.P. Heileman presented the watches 
to t he two celebrants. 

(Photo by Chief Engineer J.P. Kalma) 

Straat Rio was on her way from Mombasa to Kobe w hen 
a dinner party was held on her passenger deck to cele
brate Chinese New Year. Mr Yeung Sun, Ch ief Cargo 
Clerk, vvas the guest of honour on t his occasion as he 
was celebrating his silver jubilee. In fact it was most 
appropriate that t he celebration should take place aboard 
Straat Rio as Mr Yeung was also Chief Cargo Clerk 
during t he maiden voyage of t hat vessel. The presenta
tion of the anniversary watch however did not take place 
during the party but after the ship's arrival in Yokohama. 
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A Round Dozen FAMILY NEWS 

W eddings 

3rd Officer P. Talsma (Straat Luzon) to Miss J . Mol. on 7th 
February, at Emmen. 
Mr H. Kaneko (Yokohama Ag.) to Ki yomi, on 10th February. 
4th Engineer P.F. van den Bl ink (leave) to Miss M . t en Brug, on 
20th February, at Leeuwarden. 
Chief Officer R.J . Vleerbos ( Straat Fi ji) to Miss l.R.A. Wammes. 
on 26th February, at Leiderdorp. 
3rd Engineer H.R. Bos (leave) to Miss I.M.B. der Kinderen. on 
2nd March. at Breda. 

New Arrivals 

Mrs N-Hui-Cheung (HK HO FIN ); a daughter, Hui Kwan Wai, on 
17th January. 
2nd Engi neer G. Gerritsen ( Straat Singapore) ; a daughter. Simone 
Geraldine, on 10th February, at Groningen. 
3rd Engineer P.A.J .M. Pennings (Nieuw Holland); a daughter, 
Heidi, on 12th Februa ry, at Vlissingen. 
3rd Officer G. Carstens (Leave); a daughter, Laura. on 18th 
February, at Bergum. 
5th Engineer J .P. Schroeder (Leave); a son, Jeroen Thijmen. on 

······~·~!:"' :.::.:> 3rd M arch, at Hilversum. 

No-one could testify better to t he pleasures of a round 
t rip aboard Tjiwangi than Mr and Mrs A.W. Absolom; 
they have made at least 12 round trips on board if not Our dearest Mama-San 
more. 

On 26th January there was a very gay gathering on board 
when the couple were presented with a delightful model 
of the good ship Tjiwangi . The model was provided by 
HK MH with the co-ope ration of RIL's Sydney office. 

During their trips on Tjiwangi, the Absoloms have become 
well -known among their fellow travellers as kind and 
friendly peop le; they have also gained a reputation as 
great champions in deck sports and indoor games. Their 
home is in Glenorchy, Tasmania, where Mr Absolom is a 
publican and hotel owner. 

All aboard Nieuw Holland 

See page 64 
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According to 2nd Officer J .A. van Riet ( Straat Korea) , 
a certain Okonomi-yaki shop in t he fast-changing Moto
machi District of Kobe has become a real home-from
home for RIL people in port. He t ells us, "Amongst RIL 
Officers, Mama-San is very well -known; for nearly twenty 
years she has been preparing her famous dishes like 
Okonomi-yaki and Yaki-soba. It is a must to visit her on 
every call in Kobe . Her shop has become a real meet ing 
place for RIL people in port. We are sorry that "Opoe" 
is ailing now, bu t we have no need to worry for t he 
future as the next generation is assisting already. 



PERSONALITIES 

Mr C.l.C. van Kretschmar (Mana
ging Director) and Mr S. Bakker 
(Manager HK HO CTA} left for 
Austra lia on 3rd March to attend an 
owners meeting of the Australian 
and New Zealand/Eastern Shipping 
and Australia Northbound Shipping 
Conferences; they returned to Hong 
Kong on 13th and 1Ot h March 
respectively . 

Mr G.H.J . van Echten (Manager 
Catering Purchasing & Stores Dept.) 
visited Japan on business on 5th 
March, returning to Hong Kong on 
board T jiwangi on 17th March . 

On 12th March, Mr D. Kuiken 
(Marine Superintendent) started a 
business trip to Australia, New 
Zealand and Singapore. 

Mr J. van Middelkoop (General 
Manager A frica) and Mr H. Wever 
(General Manager Austral ia and 
New Zealand} arrived in Hong Kong 
on business on 12th and 13th March 
respectively. 

MrS. Barneveld (HK HO VZ) made 
a business and orientation trip to 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and 
South Vietnam, departing from Hong 
Kong on 18th M arch. 

On 19th March, Mr C.L.C. van 
Kretschmar left on business to the 
Netherlands, returning on 30th 
March. 

Gezinskontakt Zeevarenden 

Gezinnen van Zeevarenden kom je 
overal in het land tegen . Kontakt 
met andere zeemansgezinnen is een 
behoefte van iedere vrouw van een 
zeevarende, "omdat je in hetzelfde 
schuitje zit" . Gezinskontakt Zeeva
renden probeert, mensen met elkanr 
in kontakt te brengen via bijeenkom
sten zoals: kontaktavonden, ochten
den en middagen. 

De bijeenkomsten zijn meestal bij 
iemand van de groep thuis. Wat er 
gedaan wordt kiest de groep zelf, 
zoa 1s: engels ophalen, bloemschik
ken, samen een kursus volgen of 
informatie krijgen over een interes
sant onderwerp van een deskundige, 
met elkaar praten en denken over 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

In · the first month of the year of 
Kwai Chow, I happened to be posted 
to Nieuw Holland; thus by chance I 
was able to be present at the 25th 
anniversary of my old friend Mr Wu 
Shiu. There was a dinner to celebrate 
the occasion, and Captain F. List 
presented the souvenir watch to Mr 
Wu . 

In tribute to Mr Wu, I must say he 
is a truly honest and diligent man; 
it was not just by chance that he 
should have earned the honour of 
this occasion and so I have written 
a poem to commemorate:-

gemeenschappelijke dingen. 

In 35 plaatsen in het land bestaat 
een groep. 

Bent U ge"interesseerd: bel of schrijf 
dan naar 

GEZINSKONTAKT ZEEVARENDEN 
Willemskade 13 
Rotterdam 
Tel. 010-119260, 

waarn a een van onze kontaktperson
nen afspraak met U maakt om in 
een persoonlijk gesprek U volledig 
op de hoogte te stellen over bete
ken is, doe! en werkw ij ze van de 
Stichting . 

The ea rth and t he sky seemed t o be 
sorrowing; the sea w as surg ing up 
angri ly in ten thousand swells; how 
come then that there was joy moving 
the shadowy clouds. 

At t he banquet on board a thousand 
people emptied their glasses; as I 
w rote this poem I was moved w ith 
emotion. 

After weather-beaten years I am still 
healthy; my friends today are sti ll as 
sincere as they always were. Fame 
and profits are worth noth ing. Mr 
Wu's devot ion to his work shou ld 
be our example. 

With Thanks 

Mrs A . Chan-lsmail, Mrs L. Y ip
Kwong and Mr F.F. Setlight w ish 
to express their appreciation and 
t hanks for the celebration in the 
Managers Messroom on 9th March 
and for t he Ch inese dinner party 
given by the staff of PZ, PZ-Off., 
PZ-Crew and Mr Poon Yau Kee 
(HK MH) in the Country Club on 
14th March. 

Mrs A. Chan-lsmail would also like 
to thank Miss F.G. van de Windt 
for her congratulations and also 
Mr J. van Zuylen and Miss W . 
Bastiaanse for t heir gifts. 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
Personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr H. va n der Laan 
G.W. van Hout 

PROMOTION 

4th Officer 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
were promoted to 5th Engineer: 

Mr G.R. Bauritius 
.. P.G. van den Braken 

R.K. Eerhart 
.. W. Hijkoop 
.. H.B. Jansen Schipper 
.. J .B. Speelberg 
.. J .W. Tak 
.. J .L. Vinhuizen 
.. L. Zuurmond 

as f rom 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

231 8172 
161 8172 
6111 172 

21 1 8172 
241 8172 
151 8172 
8112172 

19112172 
141 9172 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, w ho 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr D.B. Kubbe 
.. J . Orsel 
.. J .N.M. Smit 

Th.J . Machiels 
B.V. Mevius 

.. S. Wessics 

.. H. Bijl 

.. H. J ansen 

.. N. Poort 
J .N. Sol 

.. P.L.P. Otter 

.. J .M. Schaap 

.. S.H.J . Vellinga 

.. F.R. Wijke l 

.. M .C.M. Rademakers 

.. P.J .A. Moereels 

.. J.J . van der Schoor 

.. P.J . Vink 

LEAVE 

Mr P.O. A lgra 
.. F. Bakker 
.. K. Beekes 
.. H.L. Brandes 
.. G. Daman 
.. H. de Meyer 
.. H. de Baat Doelman 
.. R. Dasia 
.. A .C. Ekelschot 
.. A.J. Martijn 
.. G. Mulder 
.. F.L.N. van der Ven 
.. F.D .R.L.A. Berger 
.. J .M.A. Bussing 
.. S.A . Hoven 
.. E.E. Kip 
.. J .B.L. Klaassen 
.. J .P. Prince 
.. A .J. Bongers 
.. H.W.M. Veugelers 
.. A .A .C.M . Wouters 
.. W.J. le Clercq 
.. A .W. Huve 
.. N.R. Klaus 
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2nd Officer Th.l 81 2173 
I 17 I 1/73 

Th. l 1 I 2173 
3rd II 221 1173 

Th. l 151 2/73 
4th Ill 16111 172 
2nd Engineer c 291 1/73 

c 271 2/73 
Cl 141 2173 
Cl 91 2/73 

3rd Bl 71 2173 
Bl 171 1173 
Cl 91 2173 
Cl 131 2173 

4th Bl 171 1173 
5th A 261 1173 

A 61 2/73 
A 91 2173 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

Mr D.G. van Lopik 
.. G. V. Nijdam 
.. P.A.M. Bogaert 
.. U.J . Dijkstra 
.. A . Eijgenraam 
.. M . de Groot 
.. B.J . Knegt 
.. H.Y. Sperling 
.. H.C. Starn 
.. R.S. Sikkes 
.. J . de Zwarte 
.. H. Dijkgraaf 
.. W .J . Mast 
.. J.P. Schroeder 

Those who returned are: 

3rd Engineer 

4th 

5th 

Mr F.G. van Amersfoo rth Super Cargo 
.. M .L. van den Arend Chief Officer 
.. J . de Boer 
.. J.M . J ansen 

.. F. van der Linden 

.. H.W. Loutit Fe isser 
.. H.J . M irderhoud 
.. A. Treffers 
.. R.J . Vleerbos 
.. U.C.J. Brand 2nd 
.. J.V. Mu lder 
.. C. Oudendijk 
.. R. Riici<nert 

F.A. Scheffer 
C.E. Bemelmans 3rd 
E. Dam 
J .G. van Delden 
Th.P. van der Heyden 
J . Hoogstad 
B.V . Mevius 
P.L. Ro ll ingswier 
L.J . Feuerberg 2nd Engineer 
G. Gerritsen 
B.G. Hakstege 
J . van der Kooy 
E.H. Schiffer 
J .N. Sol 
W . Westerhof 

A .. .J . Gulmans 
.. P.A.J .M . Pennings 
.. L.A .J. van Eyck 4th 

.. G. H. Meijerhof 

.. M.C.M. Rademakers 

.. M .C.M . vnn Ravenstein 

.. A .A. Schraverus 
.. J . Steutel 
.. J.L. Streur 
.. CA. Tempelaars 
.. W . Viso:;er 
.. J .E. Wiinans 
.. H.W. Braam 5th 
.. F. Kalkman 
.. W . Matzinger 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

posted to 

Herefordshire 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Napier 
Servaaskerk 
( Str. Forcados) 
Straa t Rio 
Straat Towa 
Straat Cook 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straa t Fiji 
Straat Nassau 
Straat A lgoa 
Straat Kobe 
Straat Madura 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Van Diemen 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Moza mbique 
Straat Clarence 
Straa t Cook 
Straat Bali 
St raa t Madura 
Straat Holland 
Straa t Singapore 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straa t Talbot 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Rio 
Servaaskerk 
( Straat Forcados) 
Straat Holland 
Nieuw Holland 
Straat Agulhas (i .s.o 
Straat Van Diemen) 
Safocean Adelaide 
(i.s.o Safocean 

Auck land) 
Straa t Futami 
Sa focean Auckland 
Straat Nagasak i 
Straat Singapore 
Straat Clarence 
Straat Rio 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Franklin 
Straa t Singapore 
Straat M agelhaen 

Mr M. Pach was transferred from Hong Kong Head Office to 
Tokvo. nfter subsequent home leave. 
M r P.J. Bruls was transferred from Lagos to Hong Kong Head 
Office. 
M r C. Moes w as transferred from Accra-Tema to Lagos. 
Mr E.H. Carpentier Alti ng w a3 transferred from Johannesburg to 
Hong Kong Head Office. 



TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain H. Boeree. M aster of STRAAT NAPIER went on home 
leave. 
Captain B. den Hoed, Master of SAFOCEAN AUCKLAND w as 
transferred to STRAAT NAPIER. 
Captain J . J acobs was posted to SA FOCEAN A UCKLAND fo l
lowing home leave. 
Capta in J.L. van Schoondrager. Master of STRAAT FRANKLIN 
we nt on intermediate leave. 
Captai n W.F. Klute w as posted to STRAAT FRANKLIN fo llowing 
home leave. 
Captain M .J . Taa l, Master of STRAAT FRAZER went on home 
leave. 
Captain H.N. Schepman. was posted t o STRAAT FRAZER fol
lowing home leave. 
Captain Tj. van der Molen, Master of STRAAT KOBE went on 
home leave. 
Captain A. N. Kloots was posted t o STRAAT KOBE fo llowing home 
leave. 
Captain O.J. van der Baan, M aster of STRAAT TALBOT w ent on 
home leave. 
Captain J .l. van Schroondrager was posted t o STRAAT TALBOT 
fo llowing intermedia te leave. 
Captain J .G. ten Bhomer. Master of STRAAT FLORIDA went on 
home leave. 
Captain G.E. Kaersenhout was posted to STRAAT FLORIDA fol
lowing home leave. 
Captain E. van de Wetering, M aster of STRAAT LUZON w ent on 
home leave. 
Chief Officer P. Hoogland was posted t o STRAAT LUZON as 
Acting Captain following home leave. 
Captain M . Peddemors. M aster of STRAAT TOWA w ent on home 
leave. 
Capt<:in G.W.E. Gerritsen was posted to STRAAT TOWA fo llowing 
home lea ve. 
Chief Engineer B.L. Herkemij of STRAAT FRAN KLI N w ent on 
home leave. 
Chie f Engineer W . van Dam, was posted to ST RAAT FRANKLIN 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer A . Geurts of STRAAT FRAZER w ent on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Spruyt was posted to STRAAT FRAZER fol
lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.E. Godschalk of STRAAT FREETOWN went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.J . van der Veer was posted to STRAAT 
FREETOWN fo llowing home leave . 
Chief Engineer H.R. M eyjes of SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM went on 
home leave . 
Chief Engineer F.M .H. Beckers of STRAAT LE MAIRE w ent on 
intermediate leave and was subsequently posted to SAFOCEAN 
AMSTERDAM. 
Chief Engineer J . Verdonk was posted to STRAAT LE MAIRE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.l. Frenks of STRAAT HOLLA ND went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Tamboer was posted to STRAAT HOLLAND 
fol lowing home leave. 
Chi ef Engineer A. Volkert of STRAAT KOBE w ent on home leave . 
Chief Engineer F.L.Th.M . Pietersma was posted to STRAAT KOBE 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .G. Maijoor of STRAAT FUTAMI went on home 
lea ve. 
Chief Engineer A . Fortgens w as posted to STRAAT FUTAMI fo l
lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .E. Hartzuiker of STRAAT CUMBERLAN D w ent 
on home leave. 
Chief Enginee r J .C.S. van Bijsterveld was posted to STRAAT 
CUMBERLAND following home leave. 
Chief Engineer E.M . van de Ven of STRAAT COLOMBO went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Hooyberg w as posted to STRAAT COLOMBO 
following sick leave. 
Chief Engineer J .H. Saat of STRAAT LAGOS went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Schat w as posted to STRAAT LAGOS fo llowing 
home leave. 
Ch ief Engineer W .H. van der Poel of STRAAT TOWA w ent on 
home leave. 

Chie f Engi neer V.J.W. Hendriks was posted to STRAAT TOWA 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.H. Menses of STRAAT SINGAPORE went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer A.M . I'Herminez was posted to STRAAT SINGA PORE 
fo llowing home leave . 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with much regret that we report the deaths of:-

D. Hartman (ret ired Chief Engineer KPM), on 13th February, at 
Haarlem. aged 64. 
M. de Kok { reti red Adjunct Chef KPM) , on 20th Februa ry, at 
Rotterdam. aged 71. 
W. H. Geertsema {ret ired employee KPM). on 23rd February, at 
Den Haag, aged 74. 
A . M eyer { retired Chief Engineer KJCPL) . on 27th February, at 
Zeist, aged 60. 
L.J . Pierlot {retired Chief Engineer KPM). on 5th March. at Bussum, 
aged 76. 
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Mr Lai Huen, aged 61 , in hospital in Ho ng Kong on 11th 
February. Jo ining RIL in 1931 . in January 1970 Mr Lai 
celebrated his 25 years of service with t he Company. Mr 
Lai has worked on a great number of RIL ships inc luding 
many of the old " Tji " ships, for example Tjibadak, 
Tjipondok and T jiluwah. For most of his career he 
worked as a Crew Cook. He left his last posting aboard 
Straat Holland in Janauary 1971 . Throughout his long 
caree r Mr Lai proved himself to be both reliable and good 
at his job . He will be missed by his many f riends working 
aboard RIL ships. 
Our sympathy goes to his w ife and two chi ldren. 

Mr Wong Kan, aged 50, in hospital in Hong Kong on 19t h 
February . W hen Mr Wong jo ined RIL in 1962, he worked 
as Don keyman aboard Straat Cumberland. Since then he 
has served aboard many RIL ships, working most ly as a 
Fireman. rvlr Wong lef t his last post ing as No 4 Fireman 
on Straat Bali in January 1973. During his career with 
RIL, Mr Wong proved himself to be both able and 
industrious in hi s job. 

Our sympathy goes to his wife and six children. 
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SEAL OF APPROVAL? 
While we have never doubted the 
safety and security that RIL ships 
offer to passengers and cargo alike, 
we were most impressed by the 
supreme confidence expressed by 
this baby sea l ion; settl ing down 
comfortably on Straat Colombo's 
rudder, he found it an admirable 
resting-place and decided to stay for 
his afternoon snooze. After a peace
ful hour, oblivious of the cl icking 
cameras, he slipped back into the 
water. 

Despite the fact that this seal ion 
has apparently become a famil iar 
sight around the Auckland wharfs 
during the past few weeks, it was 
his brief v isit to Straat Colombo 
which inspired news coverage in the 
"Auckland Star" on 12th January. 
As the "S tar" reports, " the animal 
provided a light moment for the 
Chinese crew of the Straat Colombo, 
some of whom cl imbed out on the 
mooring ropes in order to get a 
close look." 

25th ANNIVERSARY 

Mrs. H. Hamamoto 

.. - -
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On 2nd February, a silver jubilee 
celebration was held in the Tokyo 
Management Office for the ''first lady" 

of RIL Japan, Mrs H. Hamamoto. 

Mrs Hamamoto joined RIL on 1st 
February 1948; for the past twent:y

five years she has been working as a 

Steno-typist and she has earned a 
r·eputation for being very hard
working. When the Yokohama Man

agement office opened on 17th May 
1965, Mrs Hamamoto transferred 
from Tokyo to Yokohama. However 
in November 1972, when the new 

Japan Management was established, 
she returned to Tokyo . 

Many sen ior staff members from 
Tokyo Ag., Yokohama Ag., and 

Eurobridge Tokyo came along to the 
Tokyo Management office for the 
ce lebration. Mr F.J .A. Hens, Manager 

for Japan addressed Mrs. Hamamoto, 
congratulating her and praising her 
long and diligent service to the 

Company; he also wished her many 

more happy years with R I L. Then he 
presented t he Company's ann iversary 
gift, a typewriter and a transistor 
radio. 

Many congratu latory telegrams were 
read inc lud ing t hose from Managing 
Directors, senior staff members f rom 

HK HO and from the coasta l offices 
in Japan. 
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Final Farewell 

During the farewell 
party on 7th March 
to w hich all RIL staff 
members were in
vited, every guest 
bid M r Terwogt a 
personal farewell. 

MrTerwogt left Hong 
Kong aboard Straat 
Rio on 10th March 
on the first stage of 
his journey to t he 
Netherlands w here 
he w ill take up his 
new post as Director 
Liner Division NSU 
and will s imulta
neously become a 
Deputy M ember of 
t he Executive Board 
of t he NSU. 
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