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§ NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE § 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
§ When RIL people meet nowadays, pany, Nedlloyd, is requ ired in order been considerable. It g ives us great § 
~ the following questions inva riably to obtain maximum coordination satisfaction to acknowledge that ~ 
~ crop up: "What is to become of RIL and rationalization. International both at sea and ashore you rose to ~ 
~ in the NSU ? May we continue to sh ipping is head ing for even more the occasion and gave of your best. ~ 
§ work as heretofore?" The answers difficult times and only the strong § 
~ are rela tively simple: RIL is part of will be able to survive . Our motto It is obvious that you have pride in ~ 
~ the NSU and the harder and the shou ld be, " united we st and". working for RIL and RIL is likewise ~ 
§ more effectively we work, the mo re proud of you. Let us all make the § 
~ valuable RIL wi ll be to t he NSU. It Yes, we certain ly may continue to NSU proud to have RIL as one of ~ 
§ is not the intention that RIL wi ll, so work as heretofore, but always w ith their major components! § 
~ to speak, disappear in the NSU; to an open eye for the wellbeing of ~ 
~ the contrary, all the decisions taken the NSU as a whole . We wish you and your families a ~ 
~ so far point to a continuation of Happy New Year. ~ 
§ our activities under our own style. 1972 has seen turbulent develop- § 
~ It is clear, however, that optimum ments and the demands on your ~ 
~ cooperation with our sister com- loyalty, industry and time have M anaging Directors ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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TJITARUM IN DURBAN 

"The large Straat N's, Straat A ' s and 

Straat H's are now a common sight 

in Durban harbour but it is not often 

that we see one of the smaller un its 

of RIL's fleet. T J ITARUM came down 

to Durban for under water painting 

and minor repairs before loading a 

limited amount of ca rgo for the 

Gu lf. She made use of the port's 

sma ll floating dock which has a 

li ft ing capacity of 4,000 tons." This 

photograph was taken by our Africa 

Correspondent, Mr David Shackle

ton, as TJ ITARUM prepared to leave 

the dock. 



RIL LAUNCH 

TO THE RESCUE! 

From /. to r .: RIL rescuers Sailor Leung Sing, Coxswain Lam Fa/ Kan, and 
Engineer Chung Chi Hung. 

An RIL launch, INTEROCEA N 4, hit 
the Hong Kong head lines on Novem
ber 23rd w hen her crew rushed to 
the rescue of three men, w hose barge 
suddenly overturned in the harbour. 
RIL Coxswain Lam Fal Kan, Engineer 
Chung Chi Hung and Sa ilor Leung 
Sing left HK HO as usual at 9 a.m. 
on their way to Blake Pier. It was 
windy and drizzling and the sea was 
rather rough. As they were passing 
Kellett Island, Leung Sing suddenl y 
spotted a vesse l capsizing about 300 
yards away. The vessel, a bunkers 
ba rge full y loaded w ith 6,000 ga llons 
of diesel fuel and proceed ing at 
about three knots, was hit by two 
powerful waves wh ipped up by a 
passing ferry. The first wave hit the 

bow, submerging the deck; before 
the deck could resurface, the second 
wave hit the barge, overturning it in 
a matter of minutes. Lam Fal Kan at 
once proceeded at fu ll speed in the 
direction of capsizing barge. 
As wate r g ushed into t he barge there 
was panic amongst her three man 
crew. The master Mr Chan For-yau 
shouted from t he steering room to 
abandon ship, but heard no response. 
He claimed " none of us seemed to 
know w here the others were." M r 
Chan was especially afraid for Mr 
Lui Ling a 54 year o ld clerk who 
had not been in the water for over 
20 yea rs. He shouted to his young 
deckhand Mr Kwok Chi-keung who 
grabbed Mr Lui just in time, helping 

Mr Lui Ling, who couldn' t swim was rescued by Mr Kwok Chi-keung the 
young deckhand. 

him to the buoy thrown out by 
INTEROCEAN 4. W hen he came 
aboard the RIL launch, Mr Lui was 
suffering badly f rom shock, but by 
the time he reached Harcourt Road 
he was much recovered. 
Once the RIL Crew had the t hree 
men safely aboard, they promptly 
contacted HK HO by radio telephone; 
the office alerted the Marine Police. 
The INTEROCEAN 4 crew have been 
w ith RIL for many years; Lam Fal 
Ka n joined the Company in 1949, 
w hi le Chung Chi Hung and Leung 
Sing joined in 1956. 
After a dramatic rescue and a two 
hour delay, it was back to Blake Pier 
as usual for the crew of INTER
OCEAN 4 . 

The capsized barge was towed to Harcourt 
Road. 
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DUAL CYCLE SYSTEM IN SINGAPORE 

During her maiden voyage, ms. 
Selandia, the second container ves
sel to join the ScanDutch fleet. 
ca lled at Singapore on 16th October. 
Arriving at the Port of Singapore 
Authority's (PSA's) newly opened 
container terminal, Selandia had 
completed the Rotterdam-Singapore 

trans1t 1n a record 18 days 9 hours. 
Within ten minutes of her berthing, 
INTEAC (lnterocean E.A.C . Agencies 
Pte. Ltd .) were busily discharging 
Selandia' s containers. 

Like ms. Nihon before her, ms. 
Selandia's call resu lted in yet another 
"first" for INTEAC in Singapore. 
Since containerisation was imple
mented by Nihon's arriva l on 23rd 
June this year, t he hand l ing speed 
of the PSA cranes has been some 30 
containers per hour with two cranes . 
When Selandia arrived, ScanDutch 
in close co-operation with the PSA 
initiated the "Dua l Cycle" operation 
in Singapore. The " Dual Cycle" 
operation al lows loading and dis
charging to be carried out simu lta
neously; the result of this operation 
was 39.7 or approximately 40 con
tainers per hour with two cranes. 

Captain Lim Theng Toon, Scan
Dutch's ship planner at the PSA 
said, the " Dual Cycle " system has 
already been implemented in other 
container ports which have expe
rienced containerisation earlier than 

Singapore. However, he felt that the 
Republic's container comp lex had 
sufficient expertise to do it as well. 

The " Dual Cycle" system, which 
looks easy enough, is extremely 
complex in terms of planning. The 
sequence in which containers are 
stacked prior to the arrival of the 
vessel cannot be disrupted. On the 
other hand the benefits of such a 
system if it is wel l mastered are self 
evident. 

During Selandia' s stay in Singapore, 
seventeen students from the Singa
pore Polytechnic School of Nautical 
Studies visited the vessel with their 
senior lecturer, Captain D.C. Mitter. 
Two of the students had been 
awarded scholarships, presented to 
the Polytechnic by the East Asiatic 
Company during EAC's 75th Anni
versary Celebration . They were given 
a conducted tour of the ship by 1st 
Officer T . Pederson; in add ition to 
the engineroom and the navigation 
bridge, the students took a look at 
the computerised equipment in ms. 
Selandia' s control room. 
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PROMOTIONS 

Our Congratulat ions go to t he following sh ips' officers w ho were promoted on 1st January 1973:-

(Some promot ions are subject to the results of examinations w hich have not been received at the time of going to press. A further 
list wi ll be published, therefo re, next month.) 

To Captain 
L.J . Eyken 
To Chief Officer 
K. Beekes 
A . Kruger 
H.W. Lijding 
H. Roorda 

To 3rd Officer 
D.H. Blaauw 
R. Bloemendaal 
T.P. Busch 
J .M .A . Bussing 
R.P. Dros 
B. Feyen 

To 2nd Engineer 
A.C.M . Bli jlevens 
G. Gerritsen 
U. Jetten 
W. P.J . Kooyman 
P.A . Kopmels 
J . van Laa r 

To 4th Engineer 
P.A.M . Bogaert 
J .H.M.G. Bolscher 
G.T. Bouwnan 
U.J. Dijkstra 
F.E. Fo l ke~ts 
M. de Groot 

E.G. van Tellingen 
W. Verbaan 

W.J. Fokker 
H.J. van Gorcum 
G. de J ong· 

J .H.W.M . van Oostveen 
R.J. van der Spoel 

C. van der Have 
M .Th.M. Hengeveld 
H. Huiskamp G. Verkroost 

J.Tj. W ouda 

To 2nd Officer 
H. van de Beek 
L.A .J . te Boekhorst 
P.H.M. Bosman 
U.C.J . Brand 
M . Bijker 
R.W.A. Chevalier 
F.N.M . Dessens 
J. Dolk 
K.G. Frentzen 
R. de J ongh 
P.J . van Kempen 
Ch.F.J . Lucas 
A.A. de Li jster 
R.M. Meister 
Th.G. Snel 
J .C. Vermunt 

FLEET FACTS 

L.W. van Kampen 
J .B.L. Klaassen 
I.M.A. Kl inker 
J .R.L. Lucassen 
A.J .M . van Nieuw land 
J .P. Prince 
A .W . Rietma n 
H.L.W. Speelmeijer 
S. Visman 
C.J . Weststrate 

To Chief Engineer 
A . Fortgens 
J .C. Pasman 
H.L. Uij l 

A .J. Tijsterman 

To 3rd Engineer 
A . Bovenschen 
A.H .J . Buchner 
W.J. le Clercq 
D.M. Conij n 
P.J. van Geuns 
H.R. Gleisberg 
H.C. Haas 
A .G. Kamperman 
J . Kools 
F.R.M. Kousbroek 
R.C. Lammeree 
E.V.A. Muller 
A .C.R. Schreuders 
W .F.J . Smit 
C.Ch.O.J . Teulings 
H. van Twi llert 
H.C. Visser 
J . de Vos 

m .v . Pavlo was chartered for a sing le 
trip t o W est Africa. The vesse l was 
delivered on 23rd November in Yoko
hama and w ill be re-delivered in 
February in West Africa. 

Straat Fushimi wi ll be t he fi rst 
SAFS-E vessel to ca ll at Singapore 
instead of Keelung on the west
bound voyage. Henceforward all ves
sels in this service w ill fo llow this 
route. 

mv. Pavlo seen 
in Hong K ong 
recently. 

M.H. Kegel 
J .A. l(ortz 
G.M. van Koten 
R. Lievense 
P.L. Meijering 
B.A.J. Mes 
A . Monte 
J .H. Noteboom 
A .C. Pij l 
H.L. van Rie l 
C.J. Teekman 
J.H. Weggen 
J .H. Weijermars 
J . de Zwarte 

Straat Chatham was repaired in 

Hong Kong, whereaft er she gave the 

December southbound sailing in 

AJ HAS t o Aust ral ia . On complet ion 

of discharge in Austra lia mid-Jan 

uary, St raat Chatham w ill proceed to 

New Zealand to resume her employ 

in NZEAS. 

Tjitarum w ill make another extra sa il

ing (round-trip ) from South A frica 

to South America to assist t he t ime

pressed A SA S, leaving South Africa 

during the second half of January. 
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FROM COFFEE HOUSE TO SHIPPING EXCHANGE 

When we published the article "RIL 
and its Brokers" in September, we 
inv ited readers t o supply f urther 
details on the term s "Charter" and 
"Charter Party" . Mr H. M eenhorst 
(Traffic Department, Amsterdam) is 
in charge of chartering and he has 
very kindly t aken up his pen to 
provide us with some very lively 
backgro und to these terms. 

First of all, I should like to rect ify 
the misunderstanding that the origin 
of t he Baltic was the Baltic and 
White Sea Conference. The latter 
is the former name of the Baltic and 
International M ari time Conference at 
Copenhagen, which is an organisa
tion of shipowners, shipbrokers and 
chartering agents, P. & I. clubs and 
shipping associates, representing the 
interests of shipowners in general 
and tramp trades in particular. One 
of its main functions is the issue 
and/ or approva l of standard types 
of charter parties and amendments 
of such cha rter parties and the issue 
of specia l recommended "ad hoc" 

clauses, the so-ca lled "Approved 
Documents". Further the conference 
gives information to tramp owners of 
port expenses, loading/ discharging 
expenses, delays, etc. in connection 
w ith the tramp t rades. They also 
provide statistical inform ation on 
shipping and nautical particulars of 
routes and ports to their members. 
BIMCO represent shipowners at 
other shipping organizations and 
committees, such as IMCO, drawing 
up and revising various conventions 
and reg ulations affecting shipping. 
Through NSU, RIL is a member of 
the BIMCO. 

The orig in of the Baltic Mercantile 
and Shipping Exchange, more fami
liary known as the Baltic, goes much 
further back . It originated from the 
use of 17th cent ury London's coffee 
houses and tave rns as meeting places 
for sh ips' captains, merchants and 
other businessmen to transact busi
ness. Before that time, t he buying 
and se ll ing of ships, their hire by 
charter part y and letting the ca rgo 
space by bill of lading, w hich must 

Sydney's imposing Royal Exchange could never have started life as a coffee house. How
ever. for many years it was the social as well as the business centre of the city. By night it 
w as transformed into an el egant ballroom or concert hall. This drawing was made in 1861. 
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have been going on since mediaeval 
t imes at least, was carried out direct
ly between the princi pals, owners, 
masters and merchants. 

This merchant and shipping com
munity in London mainly met at the 
Royal Exchange or in the streets 
around, and much of the business 
of London was done every day by 
word of mouth, to be formalised 
later in documents drawn up by the 
scrivener or the notary. 

The o ld Exchange, however, was 
burnt down in the Great Fire of Lon
don in 1666 and, al though re-bu ilt 
after several years, never regained 
its old status. Much of the walking 
and talking business life of the City 
had taken itself to the new-fang led 
coffee-houses. It w as also about this 
time that shipping transactions grew 
to such a size that it was difficult to 
make direct contact between t he 
principals. A specialized c lass of 
intermediary in shipping transactions 
-the shipbroker- was coming into 
sight. 

While marine underwriters took to 
meeting in Edward Lloyd 's coffee 
house, shipping men in the ea rly 
18th century favoured the Jerusa lem 
coffee house, where sh ipowners or 
their representatives, merchants, bro
kers and shipmasters could arrange 
freights, interview their captains, and 
exchange t he necessary information. 
When shipping business expanded, 
the shipping men began to use the 
Virginia and M aryland coffee house, 
known from 1744 onwards as the 
" Virg inia and Baltic" . The Virg inia 
and Baltic was so named because 
the varied merchandise dealt with 
the re came most ly f rom the pl anta
tions of the American co lon ies or 
from the countries of the Baltic 
Seaboard. The proprietors of the 
coffee houses provided newspapers 
and commercial inform ation for their 
patrons besides refreshments, thus 
inst ituting a system of commercial 
intell igence, and it was quite usual 
for a sale-room to be on the premises 
where cargoes were auctioned. Sale 
at the auctions was "by the candle", 
bids continuing until the inch of the 
candle burnt itself out. 



By 1810 the increase in the vo lume 
of business made it necessary for 
the Baltic members to move to larger 
premises and the Antwerp Tavern 
in Threadneedle Street was acquired 
and re-named the Baltic. At about 
this time ta llow (particularly for use 
in candles and soaps) had attained 
outstand ing importance, particularly 
in the trade which Britain had w ith 
the Baltic countries and with Russia . 
In 1823 a committee of Baltic mem
bers drew up rules and regulations 
for the Baltic to control the Baltic 
affai rs and reg ulate membership 
( limited to 300* ) and decreed that 
a d ining-room and a sale-room be 
prov ided, and " that wine, tea, coffee, 
chocolat e and sandwiches be fur
nished in the coffee-room". The 
servants at the Baltic to-day are still 
known as " waiters". From this point 
onwards the membership and impor
tance of the Baltic grew stead ily. 
Although tallow continued as the 
basis of freight unti l 1890, the impor
tance of tallow diminished, and in 
its place the grain trade came to 
predominate. This process was ac
celerated by the Repeal of the Corn 
Laws in 1846, by wh ich the importa
tion of fo reign g rain was no longer 
barred . The effect was t hat a great 
number of fore ign merchants came 
to the Baltic, many f rom Greece, 
with whom a big trade developed, 
as Britain became compelled to 
import the greater part of its gra in 
from overseas. At that time it cou ld 
not have been foreseen that grain 
would become one of the capital 
commodities w it h which the shipping 
world wou ld concern itself. 
In 1857 the Balt ic bought the South 
Sea House. This building had been 
the head -quarters of the Honourable 
Soc iety of Merchant Ventures, whose 
coat of arms the Baltic adopted. 
In the following decades two devel
opments revolutionised world ship
ping, increasing the membership of 
the Baltic in the process. These were 
the beginning of the tramp steamer 
and the opening of the Suez Canal 
In 1891 the London Shipping E:x
change was founded to meet the 
needs of liner shipp ing and became 
an institution whose activities over
lapped, if they did not seriousl y rival , 
those of the Baltic. Both institutions 
were in need of more space and 

better facilities and a joint committee 
representing both exchanges was 
established to plan a merger and to 
purchase a su itable building site. In 
1900 the Baltic amalgamated w ith 
the London Shipping Exchange to 
become the Baltic M ercantile and 
Shipping Exchange. Jeffrey Square 
in St. M ary Axe was eventually 

PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS ... 

purchased, and in 1903, the Exchange 
as it is today had been bu i lt. 
* There are now 700 limited com
panies, w it h some 2400 individuals 
represent ing member companies, 
w ho are ent itled to use the Exchange. 

Mr Meenhorst's explanation of the origi n 
of the term "charter party" will appear in 
our next issue. 

RIL Post does not often have the opportunity of learning about life for deck 
crews. Bosun Amir Amzar sent us this eloquent cartoon of what happened 
during the cleaning of the deeptank of Straat Madura. Explaining the cartoon, 
he wrote:-

" We tried with long bamboo and home made " Tangga" {ladder). The "Neos" 
(cleaning agent) and the steam gave us a headache. So we used " Iappen" 
(rags) to protect our noses, but they still cried. Being in the deeptank had 
the same result as washing our working clothes with "Neos". 
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40th- Mr J.L. Portier 

One might wonder why Mr Portier, 
who entered KPM service on 23rd 
June 1930, should celebrate his 40th 
Anniversa ry more than two years 
" too late" ! It was not an oversight 
of PZ-Department, but simply caused 
by an interruption in his service. 

Starting in 1930 as junior clerk, Mr 
Portier became " Locaal Employe" on 
1st January 1953. A lways working 
in the Accounts Department he spent 
his last Indonesian yea rs unt il Decem
ber 1957 at KPM 's Head Office in 
Djakarta . 
In 1960 Mr Portier came to the 
Netherlands and in April 1960 he 
joined KPM in Amsterdam. He con
tinued his former task in " Freight 
Accounts" until three years later 
when he was transferred to " Per
soneelsverrekeningen". 
Shortly before the KPM / RIL merger, 
an opening arose in PZ and Mr 
Portier entered RIL service. Since 
then he has undertaken the vital task 
of supplying families in Holland with 
the latest information on vesse ls' 
movements, a task w hich demands 
considerable concentration. Thus he 
is t he indispensable link fo r main
taining correspondence between cap
tains and officers on board and their 
relatives at home. 
Mr K. Dirkzwager addressed Mr 
Portier and presented him, on beha lf 
of the Company, w ith a radio-stereo 
combination . Mr R.A . Koning pre
sented a set of records on behalf of 
the staff. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 
25th - Mr A. Apituley 

On the 11th of October w hen the 
Musi was moored alongside the 
wharf of t he Port of Singapore 
Authority, a party was held on board 
to celebrate the 25th Serv ice Anni
versary of Mr A . Apituley. All officers 
from the ship were present whi le 
Mr E.A . Postuma (General Manager, 
INTEAC) and Mr J . Wiss (Opera
tions Manager, INTEAC ) were repre
senting the office. Captain Samsoon 
t raced the career of Mr Apituley 
from the time he jo ined K.P.M . as 
cargo clerk on 27th September, 1947. 
Mr A pituley w as promoted to Home 
Trade Mate {IKV) on 1st January, 
1958 and in th at rank has served on 
board many I< .P.M . vessels. Perhaps 
t he most familiar of all the ships he 
has served on is the Musi itse lf , on 
which vessel he has been in com
mand since 1967. From December 
1962 until 1966 Mr Apituley was 
!Jeconded as Captain to vessels 
belonging to the Delta Steamship 
Company, a subsid iary of K.P.M . at 
Singapore. 

Captain Samsoon praised Mr Apitu
ley as a keen and conscientious 
navigator and one w ho shows great 
interest during DMO of vessels on 
w hich he is serving . 

Captain Samsoon then presented 
Mr Apitu ley with the Anniversary 
Watch. In reply Mr Apituley thanked 
the Company and all present for 
making that day a memorable one 
for him. 

25th- Captain A.J. Zonnevijlle 

Had Straat Fushimi not made an 
incidental t rip in EAFS, it might have 
been a long time before Mombasa 
saw another anniversary . As it was, 
Captain & Mrs Zonnevijlle were the 
centre of a lively gathering in Straat 
Fushimi's bar when the vessel was 
berthed alongside on 28th October. 

Mr Winkelman cited the milestones 
of Captain Zonnevijlle's career, com
mencing in October 1947 when he 
was seconded as 4th Officer to the 
reconversion of ss . Kokomo Victory 
into ss. Tjibodas. During his career 
Captain Zonnevijlle has been posted 
five times on Straat Banka. In 1961, 
when she was Trade Mission ship 
holding exhibitions of A ustral ian 
goods in Singapore, Ceylon and 
India, Chief Office r Zonnevij lle as 
liaison officer in no sma ll way con
tributed to the success of the opera
tion . 
Promoted to Captain in 1962, Cap
tain Zonnevij lle is a born seaman, 
giving excellent leadership and main
taining a good atmosphere on board. 
He also has good friends ashore both 
in the Company and among business 
contacts. 
After the presentation of the gold 
watch, Chief Officer Coops spoke for 
officers and crew and particularly 
welcomed Mrs Zonnevijlle who had 
flown to Mombasa to be present at 
the celebration . 
Strengthened by a splendid cold 
buffet, most guests stayed until well 
into the afternoon. 



FAREWELL 

Mr E.M. van Rhoon 

On 4th October, a farewell luncheon 

was held at HK HO for Mr E.M . van 

Rhoon. Mr & Mrs van Rhoon had 

made their way to Hong Kong from 

Japan aboard Straat Towa. Many 

senior staff members attended the 

luncheon, as we ll as Managing 

Directors. 

In his speech, Mr Terwogt traced 

the events of Mr van Rhoon 's career. 

Leaving the Netherlands aboard the 

NIEUW HOLLAND in 1945, Mr van 

Rhoon began his career with JCJL in 

Indonesia where he arrived on 6th 

January 1946. During his first eight 

years, spent in Indonesia, he was 

not only working for JCJL, but also 

for " NICA" (Netherlands Indonesian 

Civil Administration) , "NISO" (N.I. 

Shipping Organisation) and " NIHE" 

(N.I. Harbour Establishments), draw

ing up plans for the reconstruction 

of the Company's buildings damaged 

during the war. 

In the years which followed, Mr van 

Rhoon undertook a wide variety of 

posts in Indonesia as wel l as working 

at HK HO and HK MH. He spent 

three turbulent years between 1947 

and 1950 in a very understaffed 

Shanghai office. In 1959 he spent a 

year as General Manager in Indonesia 

before being posted to Hong Kong as 

Manager of the Freight Department. 

In 1961 he became 'Chef van Dienst', 

and since March 1963 he has been 

Manager for Japan excepting a few 

brief months in 1966 when he was 

Manager for Hong Kong & China. 

Mr van Rhoon celebrated his 25th 

jubi lee in Japan in January 1971, and 

in April 1972 he received the Royal 

Distinction, Chevalier in the Order of 

Orange Nassau, for his services to 

Netherlands shipping. 

With his easy character and friendly 

nature, Mr van Rhoon was a pleasant 

Manager to work for and well-liked 

and respected by his subordinates. 

Mr and Mrs van Rhoon are renowned 

for t heir great hosp ital ity reflected 

in their enormous circle of friends, 

ashore as well as aboard our fleet. 

Mr and Mrs van Rhoon are now 

aboard Straat Towa on their way to 

South Africa where they will settle 

at Kloof near Durban. 
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SANTOS EXPRESS 

Straat Napier and Straat Nagasaki made a 

special ca ll at Kawasaki last Autu mn when they 

loaded 8 locomotives for d ischarge in Santos in 

mid-October. The locomotives are pa rt of a 

programme to moder;l ise t he Brazilian railways. 

1 Each locomotive weighed 110.8 long tons and 

consisted of a body (38.8 long tons) and two 

bogies (each 36 long tons) . Because of their 

giant dimensions, the bodies had to be stowed 

in the ship's longest and deepest holds; thus 

each locomotive occupied one side of holds 2 

& 3, accompanied by some cases of locomotive 

parts. In the lower tween decks above each 

locomotive body, the two corresponding bogies 

were stowed. 

2 

The complex task of dis

charging the locomotives 

was entrusted to a heavy 

floating crane. The bogies 

were lifted first. When 

each one was securely 

held, it was carried, at 

least two ship' s lengths, 

along the quay by the 

crane, and lowered care

fully onto the railway 

tracks. 



3 
The locomotive bodies were discharged 

in a similar way, being carried by the 

crane some distance along the quay. 

The original plan was to discharge the 

bodies straight onto the bogies on the 

track. With only a milimeter to spare, 

this operation would have involved the 

intricate weighting of the body while 

it was being lowered onto the spindle. 

In the event, this plan was abandoned 

as it would have been too time con

suming. 

You may observe that the gear lifting 

the body is also Japanese. It was 

especially made to fit the load and was 

despatched aboard Straat Napier with 

the locomotives. 

I 
4 

Even discharging the body onto 

ordinary bogies was a skilful 

operation. A representative of 

the consignees was there to 

supervise, having flown to San

tos to meet Straat Napier. He 

will stay for a year in Brazil to 

train local staff. 

1 Once all the locomotives were 

safely on the quayside, they 

were towed to Sao Paulo. 
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THE LACAS SCENE-part 4· 

In this final art icle Mr N.L. Padt ( RIL Representative, W est Coast 
South America) completes his fascinating account of the LA CAS 
scene today and yesterday with a description of the Southern 
Coastal Cultures of Peru . 

Nazca ceramics 

The Paracas Culture 

( ± 1250 B.C.- 400 A. D.) 

Paracas is situated on the bo rders of 
t he beautiful natura l bay of the same 
name, just south of Pisco. The vast 
sand hills have been and are still 
hid ing here the remains of one of 
t he most interesting cultures of 
Peru, the Paracas Cu lture, famous 
for its lustrous texti les w hich were 
embroidered with beautiful colours 
and designs. 

Paracas pottery was decorated by 
incision w hich outlined designs 
(usuall y feline) in blue, green, black, 
red and ye llow paint . The painting 
was done after firing. 

The pottery has a great simi larity to 
that of the contemporary CHAV IN 
Culture of the North (see our pre
vious artic le Ill ) wh ich suggests that 
t here was communication between 
the men of these two cultures. 
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The lea and Nazca Cultures 

( ± 400 - 1438 A.D.) 

A bit further south of Pisco and 
further inland, around the towns 

Nazca fabric-3rd-8th centuries 

which still bear the same names, the 
peoples of lea and Nazca hid in their 
graves those fine examples of textiles 
and pottery which earned them their 
fame for posterity. 

In their pottery the emphasis was on 
colours; they did not show great 
ski ll in representational modeling, nor 

did t hey depict the rea listic scenes 
and people in everyday surround ings 
in t he way that the northern Peru
vians did ( Mochica's and Chimu ). 

The designs which were painted on 

the Nazca pottery were mostly 
stylized, e.g. demons w it h fantastic 

heads. Bodies were usually placed 
in the graves in a c rouched positi on 
(in the Nort h the bodies were mostly 

extended) . 



The " Nazca Lines" 

In the desert just North of Nazca a 
curious pattern of long, straight lines 
has been found which still puzzles 
archaeologists. The generally accept
ed theory is that this was a ca lendar. 

Paracas ceramics 

Trucks carrying bags of 
fishmeal line up at the 
entrance to the new port 
of Pegerrey, about 22 
miles from the town of 
Pisco. 

In the same region there are enor
mous desert drawings of animals, 
mostly monkeys, birds and spiders . 
There is one of a spider with a 
diameter of as much as 90 meters. 
In the case of most of these drawings 
one can only see what they depict 
from the air. 

Puerto San Martin (Pisco) 

South of the fishing village of Pisco, 
on the western border of the bay of 
Paracas, lies the modern port of 
Puerto San Martin. 

Through this port pass such exports 
as fishmeal , fishoil , cotton, copper 
and lead concentrates. 

Flamingoes, flocked together in the 
shallow part of the bay provide a 
charming sight. Less attractive for 
swimmers is the presence of sting
rays and many a fright has been 
caused by the bobbing-up of a drip
ping sea- lion head. 

It was here that General San Martin 
set foot on land in 1820 (ex Ar
gentina), to begin his campaign to 
liberate Peru from the Spanish 

CONCLUSION 

The Inca Empire 

1250-1532 

More well-known outside Peru is the 
culture of the Inca 's w ho conquered 
the whole of Peru and great parts of 
Ecuador and Chile . 

They developed wonderfu l organiza
tional systems in all fields of activ ity 
(irrigation, harvesting , land govern
ing, housing, road building, armies 
etc.) , often benefiting from the 
knowledge gathered from the peo
ples they subdued. Many of their 
irrigation systems are still in use 
today. They were conquered by the 
Spanish under Francisco Pizarro in 
1532. 

colonial rule. Inca ceramics 
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WEDDING NSU STYLE 

Alliances within the NSU group of 
Companies are not always of a purely 
business nature. KNL Chief Officer 
0. van de K ooi proved this in the 
summer when he married RIL tele 
phone Operator Miss C. Knobbe. 

PERSONALITIES 

M r G.D .M . Boot (Commercial Direc
tor), Mr S. Bakker (Manager CTA 
H K H 0) , Mr P. van Schaardenburg 
(Representative for South America) 
and Mr J .W.H. Weissink (Dept. 
Manager Tokyo Man.), v isited San 
Francisco in early December to at
t end the Principa ls Meeting of the 
Far East Riverplate Far East Freight 
Conference (F.E.R.P.F.E.F.C.). 

Mr Woo Siu Hung (HK HO EDP) 
left for Singapore on 7th December 
where he spent several weeks on 
business. 

14 

FAMILY NEWS 

W eddings 

Miss L.A. Greenslade (Durban) to Mr 
C.J .M . Chambers, on 4th October. 
Miss S. Kuroda (Kobe) to Mr S. Yano, 
on 8th October. 
Miss Y. Ohya (Tokyo Man.) to Mr 
Fumio Tomisato, on 21 st October. 
M r Y. Amada (Tokyo Ag.) to Miss 
Yukiko Kinoshita, on 3rd November. 
Miss J. Hanafusa (Osaka) to Mr Y. Kita, 
on 9th November. 
Miss K.E.M. Buysman (Amsterdam) to 
Mr C.B. Timmermans, on 17th Novem
ber at Oudenkerk a/ d Amstel. 
3rd Engineer J. van Laa r (Straat Fushimi) 
to Miss M.F. Adriaansen, on 17th Novem
ber at Hoogerheide. 
M r M . Enomoto (Yokohama Ag.) to 
Miss Keikon, on 23rd November. 
3rd Officer J .J. Bakker (Leave ) to Miss 
K.J .F. Rutgers, on 24th November at 
Veere. Mr H. Torii (Osaka) to Yoko, on 
26th November. 
2nd Officer A.E. Rouffaer (Leave) to 
Miss M .A .J . Spri nger, on 4th December 
at Arnhem. 

Apprentice Engineer J .F.V .R. van Beuse
kom (Leave) to Miss J .S. Belzen, on 
7th December at Middelberg. 

New Arrivals 

Mr C.F. Smit (Johannesburg) ; a son, 
Jan Arie, on 7th September. 
Mr Inoue Masami (Kobe); a daughter, 
Inoue Noriko, on 21st October. 
Mr Lau Yiu Fai ( HK HO VZ) ; a son, 
Lau W ai Kau, on 23rd October. 
2nd Engineer W. Geerlings ( Straat 
Cook) ; a son, Mark Willem Francis, on 
1st November in Australia . 
4th Engineer W.F. den Dulk (Straat 
Agulhas); a daughter, Carla Louise, on 
6th November at Pietermaritzburg. 
2nd Engineer H. Baas (Straat Freetown) ; 
a daughter. Lorraine Yvonne, on 19th 
November at Zwolle. 
Mr Cheung Koon Chung (HK HO NO) ; 
a son, A lan Chung Ngar Lok, on 23rd 
November. 
3rd Engineer J .W. Derks (Leave) ; a son, 
Bart, on 4th December at Nijmegen. 

SELANDIA IN SINGAPORE 

When the second ScanDutch container vessel ms. Selandia called at Singa
pore's new container te rminal, her master Captain F. Bech hosted a luncheon 
and cocktail party on board . 
Representatives of t he business community, including some INTEAC staff, 
were present as well as representatives of the Government and t he Port of 
Singapore Authority . 
Photograph shows from left to rig ht : Mr Loh Heng Kee (D irector of Operations 
PSA); Mr H. Loesch (Deputy General Manager INTEAC); M r J . Reinholdt 
(Genera l Manager EAC Ltd .) ; and Captain F. Bech. Mr & Mrs W .K. Mink 
are looking on . 
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Rll CRICKET MATCH AT NAPIER 

Once again the RIL Cricket Match between Auckland 
Agents and Wellington Agents turned into a spectacular 
and exciting event. The two teams, with help from Napier 

and New Plymouth Agents both on and off the field, play 
annually for the 'Russell & Somers Challenge Cup ' which 
was finally won for the first time ever by the very un
professiona l Auckland team. 

The Wellington side batted first and made 179 runs 
before being all out. A notable performance amongst the 
Wellington side was a fine 84 not out by A . Fitzgibbon. 
The Auckland side, more determined than ever, opened 
well but then as wickets started to fall and runs started 
to mount, a c lose finish was iminent. 

They finally made 182 runs for nine w ickets, a very c lose 
w in indeed for the Auckland side. In the Auckland team 
G. Carey scored a very accomplished 122 not out. 

Ice-cool refreshments were provided during and after the 
match by Napier Agents, which was greatly appreciated 
by all. 

Next year's match will be at New Plymouth, when Auck
land Agents hope to hire an ex-Test Cricketer to retain 
the Challenge Cup. 

RIL SHIPMENT FOR MACAU GRAND PRIX 

Three rac ing cars were awa1tmg shipment on Straat 
Nassau at the Port of Singapore Authority 's wharves in 
mid November. One of them belonged to Miss Anne 
Wong, one of Singapore's racing aces. Al l of them were 
destined for the M acau Grand Prix . 
W hile Anne was watching her car being taken aboard, 
she confided how very much the Macau circuit meant 
to her. It was there that her meteoric rise to fame and 
success began. " Macau at this time of year becomes, or 
rather is, transformed into a racing community. Due to 
its small size, the w hole island is easily infected with the 
racing fever so t hat anybody who is present, whether 
they are participating or not, inevitably gets invo lved in 
the event one way or another." 

Anne added, "Royal lnterocean Lines has been very kind 
in assisting; besides my being in Macau, it is so essential 
for my Mini Cooper to get there as we ll ." Anne took part 
in the Senior Production Car race as t he only lady driver. 
Well-known American racing driver Harvey Simon was 
also at the wharves to supervise the loading of his Elfin 
6008. Harvey who recent ly won the Selangor Grand Prix, 
was a newcomer to the M acau circuit but fe lt he stood 
a good chance with a car specially built for racing in Asia. 
By sea, however, he was re lying on RIL to get his car to 
Hong Kong as soon as possible. 
The other racing car belonged to Teddy Yip, who was in 
Hong Kong at the time . 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
Personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr G.J . t er Poorten 
E.A . Koerse 

.. Ch. L. Oosterwaa l 

.. H.W . Bates 
W . Wille 

PROMOTION 

Home Staff Employe 
4th Officer 

Appr. Eng. 
Appr. Eng. 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
were promoted to 5th Engineers: 

Mr D. Claus 
G. de Groot 
J . van Selm 

.. R. van Suylekom 

.. H. Vogelpoel 
P.R. de Wispelaere 

as from 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

29/7/ 72 
24/ 9/ 72 
18/ 8/ 72 
26/ 7/72 
16/ 9/ 72 
18/ 9/ 72 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, w ho 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr A .F. Ku iper 
.. J .T.M . van der Ven 

C.J . Bruchner 
.. F.H. ldema 
.. J .Ch. Roelse 

J . V lugter 
D.P.J . Brugman 

.. W .C. Geistdorfer 

.. J .J . de Beer 

.. A .J . Tijsterman 
F.R. W ijkel 
F.E. Folkerts 

LEAVE 

M r F.G. van Amersfoorth 
M .L. van den Arend 

.. J .M . J:Jnsen 
P.J . va n Leeuwen 

.. H.J . M inderhoud 
G.J . va n den Berg 
H.W. Lijding 

.. C. Oudendijk 

.. J . Rei tsma 
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2nd Officer 

3rd 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

5th 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

15/ 11 / 72 
27/ 10/ 72 

II 6/ 11 / 72 
II 13/ 11 / 72 
II 28/ 9/ 72 
II 7/ 11 / 72 
c 24/ 10/ 72 
Th C 20/ 10/ 72 
B 18/ 10/ 72 
B 10/ 11 / 72 
B 5/ 10/ 72 
A 14/ 11 / 72 

Mr U.C.J. Brand 
.. W .E. Creyghton 

E. Dam 
J .G. van Delden 
J.F.E. van Dijk 
P. Talsma 
H.H. van der Wilt 
P. Hoving 
R.C.L. Camphorst 
G. Feringa 
A .C.M. Bl ijlevens 
H. Blok 
J . va n Doorne 
G. Gerritsen 
H.R. de Lange 
A .J . Smits 
P.A . Weenink 
R.J . Wolters 
A .M. Zandee 
E.V.A. Muller 
M.C.M . van Ravenstein 
A .C.R. Schreuders 
J .L. Streur 
J .E. Wijnans 
F.A .C. Borsboom 
P.H. de Bruyn 
R.S.E. Engelken 
W .W . Luikinga 
A .M .H. Pagnier 
A .A . van Pel 
M .J . Rijnberg 
G.R. Bauritius 
J.R. van der Duim 
J .L. Vinhuizen 
W .K. Schaalma 

Those who returned are: 

Mr E.E. Lubach .. W .H.C. Wijnhorst 
J .A . van Es 

" F.J .H. Roelofsen .. J .F. van Santen 
N.E.E.M . van der Schrieck .. F. van Woerkom 
C.J . Bruchner 
F.H. ldema .. D.J . de Jong .. J . ten Kate 

" 
R.Th. Kerkhoff 
A .O. Vuurens 
J .F. Quast 

" 
H. Baas .. H.C. Versluis .. J . van Laar .. D. van de V lies .. M .C. Wildschut .. A .J.M. Claesen .. J. Evers .. R. de Knecht 
A . Kolkman 
H. van Twillert .. F. Chielie .. J .J. Koers .. M .A . Peters .. R.B. Poeteray 
L. Poort .. R. van Suylekom 

" 
J .H. Weijermars 

3rd Officer 

4th 
2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Appr. 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted to 

Straa t Clement 
Straat Honshu 
Straa t Florida 
Straa t Hong Kong 
Straat Napier 
Straat Agulhas 
Nieuw Holland 
Straat Frazer 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Bali 
Safocean A lbany 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Holland 
Straa t Johore 
Straat Freetown 
Straa t Agulhas 
Straa t Fushimi 
Straa t Hong Kong 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Chatham 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Holland 
Straat Van Diemen 
Straa t Bali 
Straa t Nagasaki 
Tjiwangi 
Straa t Napier 
Straat Nagoya 
Straa t Lagos 
Nieuw Holland 
Straa t Napier 



TRANSFERS OF CAPT A INS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain G. van der Spoel, Master of STRAAT ALGOA went on 
home leave. 
Captain J .H.W. Voigt was posted to STRAAT A LGOA following 
home leave. 
Captain G.W.E. Gerritsen, Master of STRAAT HONG KONG went 
on home leave. 
Chief Officer H.K. Kruk was appointed as Acting Captain to 

STRAAT HONG KONG. 
Captain W .F. Klute. Master of STRAAT VAN DIEMEN went on 
home leave. 
Capta in W . Lautenbag was posted to STRAAT VAN DIEMEN 
following home leave. 
Captain G.P. Proper. M aster of STRAAT RIO went on home leave. 
Chief Officer R.J . Piso was appointed Acting Captain to STRAAT 
RIO followi ng home leave. 
Captain A .N. Kloots, M aster of STRAAT FREETOWN we nt on home 
leave. 
Captain N. Kroone w as posted to STRAAT FREETOWN following 
home leave. 
Captain J . Kalf. Master of STRAAT CHATHAM went on home leave. 
Captain H. Koch was posted to STRAAT CHATHAM following 
home leave. 
Acting Captain P. Hoogland, Master of TJITARUM went on home 
leave. 
Chief Officer W.R.M. van der Veld was posted to TJ ITARUM as 
Acting Captain following home leave. 
Chief Officer (BMC) F. van der Linden of MUSI went on home 
leave. 
Chief Officer R. Edsen was posted to MUSI as Chief Officer (BMC). 
Chief Engineer W . van Dam of NIEUW HOLLAND went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer J .B. Nolthenius was posted to NIEUW HOLLAND 
followi ng home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Spruyt of STRAAT NAPIER went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J.H .M. van Mi ltenburg was posted to STRAAT 
NAPIER fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.J. van der Veer of STRAAT ALGOA went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.J.G.A. Otten was posted to STRAAT ALGOA 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer M .G. de Wever of STRAAT BALl went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer R. Jonker was posted to STRAAT BALl following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .C. Meulenberg of STRAAT FLOR IDA went on 
intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer G. van Beek was posted to STRAAT FLOR IDA 
foll owing home leave. 
Chief Engineer Th.J. Bronsvoort of STRAAT SINGA PORE went on 
home leave. 
2nd Engineer J.C.M. Noordermeer was posted to STRAAT SINGA
POR E following home leave as Acting Chief Engineer and sub
sequently transferred as 2nd Engineer to NIEUW HOLLAND. 
Chief Engineer G.H. Menses was posted to STRAAT SINGAPORE 
fo llowing sick leave. 
Chief Engineer J.C.S. van Bijsterveld of TJITARUM went on home 
leave. 
2nd Engineer D. van Huizen was posted to TJITARUM following 
home leave as Acting Chief Engineer. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr W.R. Oord, Home Staff Employe, was transferred from Durban 
to Lagos. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret t hat we have to report the sudden 
death of Mr Peter Tse, aged 53, on 17th December in 
hospital in Hong Kong. 

Know n high and low in Hong Kong simply as " Peter", he 
sta rted photographic work for RIL in 1948, f irst as a free
lance and later on a more permanent basis. He has been 
the faithful photographer for RIL Post since it s earliest 
days and has also done a t re mendous amount of work 
for t he former Passage Depart ment and for AZ . Renowned 
for his reliabi lity as well as his photographic skil l, Peter 
was always prepa red to come at a moment's notice t o 
any RIL function , be it a si lver jubilee or a farewell party. 

As well known on RI L ships as he was on shore, Peter 
t ook many excellent pictures on board. In 1964 he made 
a round trip as ship's photographer on Tjiwangi and sent 
back a tremendous supply of photographic materia l fo r 
RIL Post. 

Peter had many friends in Hong Kong w ho wi ll g reat ly 
miss him. Our sympathy goes to his family. 

It is with much regret that we have to report the deaths of: 

F.A. Breuer (reti red Employee) on 10th November, at Den Haag, 
aged 83. 
J .K. Minderhoud (retired Captain) on 10th November, at V lissingen, 
aged 62. 
C. Zuidscherwoude ( retired Capta in) on 12th November. at Am
sterdam. aged 63. 
A. F. de Bruijn ( retired Captain) on 13th November, at Zeist. aged 65. 
E.C. van Eick (reti red Employee) on 14th November, at Amsterdam, 
aged 78. 
B.W. J onkmans (retired Heademployee) on 1st December, at 
Apeldoorn, aged 63. 
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Oh Why Are We Waiting ! 

Patiently awaiting St. Nicholas in the Island Room at HK HO. 

Accord ing to Dutch legend, w hen 
Sinterklaas arrives each year on 5th 
December, he comes by sea; this 
year, to the delight of Dutch chi ldren 
living in Hong Kong , he stepped 
ashore at HK HO from an RIL launch. 

In fact he was a little late arriving 
in Hong Kong this year, and on 
December 9th all the children of 
the Dutch commun ity were waiting 
anxiously outside HK HO, scaning 
the harbour for a first g limpse of 
him. Suddenly there was a hush 
as the launch approached and St. 
Nicholas, accompanied by three fine 
Black Peters bearing their mysterious 
sacks, stepped onto the land ing 
stage. 

As the special g uests made their 
w2y through the crowd and into 
lnterocean House the chi ldren were 
in hot pursuit, but when St. Nicholas 
took the lift to the 5th floor, his faith
ful followers lost ground climbing 
the st airs! Patiently awa iting him in 
the Cont inental room, they sang the 
traditional we lcome, accompanied 
on the accordion by Mr W . Bakker 
( HK HO TO) . 

There was a burst of excitement as 
t he Black Peters entered the room 
throwing specia l cookies and peper
noten to the children from their 
sacks. Then silence once aga in as 
Sinterklaas opened his big book to 
comment on t he behaviour of each 
child in turn and of course to give 
each child a present. 

For any Allers who may be un 
familiar w ith t he Dutch legend, St. 
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Nicholas the patron saint of sea
farers-more popularly known as 
Sinterklaas-comes to Holland once 
a year from Spain. Mounted on his 
white horse, on the night of 5th 
December he rides the rooftops . 
Every child-fearing to misbehave 
lest he be carried back to Spain in 
Black Peters' mysterious bag-hope
fully places a shoe before the hearth 
along w ith a carrot, some hay and 
some water for the horse. With luck 
Black Pete r will climb down the 
chimney during the night and leave 
a present in the shoe. 

The legend apparently originated in 
the 4th century in Asia Minor 
( modern Turkey ) with the Bishop 
of M yra about whom very little is 
known. In fact St. Nicho las was only 
recognized in the east until 1087 
A.D. when South Itali an seafarers 

bore his relics from Myra to Bari . 
With the Huns his fame spread north 
and he became the patron saint of 
Amsterdam. 

As the legend changed, Spain re
placed Italy as the homeland of the 
saint and he acquired Moorish ser
vants. hence the Black Peters. 

Dressed in a bishop's apparel, the 
saint alw ays carried an anchor sig
nifying his patronage of seafarers. 
He also carried three gold balls on 
a book representing three daughters 
of a poor land lord. saved from dis
grace when St. Nicholas paid their 
marriage doweries. At his feet three 
ch ildren sat in a tub; these three, 
after being decapitated by an angry 
innkeeper were rescued by St. 
Nicholas and brought back to life 
by being laid in a tub of salt-or so 
the legend goes! 

St. N icholas makes his way towards lnterocean House 
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With pleasant memories 
of the festive season sti ll 
fresh in our minds, we 
look forward to w hat 1973 
holds in store. RIL Post 
will try to present events 
and developments w hich 
we hope will be of interest 
to you. as they occur. 

However RI L Post is noth
ing without its readers 
and so we would like to 
say a most grateful "thank 
- you" to everyone who 
has contributed articles, 
photographs, stories and 
cartoons during the past 
year. What would we do 
w ithout you. Do we need 
to say "encore" ! 
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