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. .. on PORT ELIZABETH, a friendly city, offering the facilities of South Africa's third largest seaport, alongside 
beaches worthy of a premier holiday resort; a modern industrial city studded with historic reminders of early 
settler days. 

(Photographs contributed by M r Clive Hull of Wilson Collins-former RIL Durban staff member) . 
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Having completed her trials, Straat Nassau is seen here moored at the Parkkade in Rotterdam. (Photograph by 
Mr C.J.P. Rutten of the Machinery Department) . 

STRAAT NASSAU DELIVERED 

FOCUS 

The familiar shape of the 170 ft. 
Campani le-landmark for seafarers and 
built to commemorate the landi ng of 
settlers in 1820-beckons RIL ships 
into the spacious harbour of Algoa 
Bay. Ashore, the world famous per
forming dolphins, the "Horse Memo
rial" an unusual tribute of compassion 
to an animal, and the dignified City 
Ha ll with its pleasant garden, are 
among many sights the visitor will 
recall. The helpful staff of RIL's 
agent, Wi lson Collins & Co., are 
always busy with RIL ships in port. 
Safocean Albany is seen here about 
to berth alongside the quay. 

On 27th Apri l at 11 a.m. Straat 
Nassau, third of the Straat N quartet, 
after successfully completing trials, 
was transferred from yard to owner 
whi le berthed at t he Parkkade in 
Rotte rdam. Like her sister ship, 
Straat Nagoya, Straat Nassau has 
been built in the yard of van der 
Giessen de Noord, thus furthering a 
long trad it ion of RIL and formerly 
Java Line ships to be bu i lt in this 
yard. 

After Mr W .M. de Haan had com
pleted a t our of inspection, he 
praised the high level of craftsman
ship t hat was evident in this fine 
vessel, wh ich, he said, he was proud 
to add to the RIL Fleet. 

Mr van der Giessen also made a 

speech. regretting that the comple
tion of t his ship marked the end of 
the long-standing close and cordia l 
re lationship between his yard and 
RIL's Naval Architect, Mr G.J . Hoge
wind, who was due to retire in a few 
days time. 

After the flag ceremony, the com
mand of t he vessel was handed to 
Captain D.C.M . van der Kroft, who 
t hanked Managing Directors fo r en
trusting Straat Nassau to himself, 
his officers and crew. 

A few trials of t he main engine had 
sti l l to be ca rried out, but havino 
successfully completed these, the 
ship sailed from Rotterdam on 2nrl 
May. She is now making the SAFS 
Eastbound sa iling. 



SCAN DUTCH 

ScanDutch is the new consortium 
composed of three Scand inavian 
lines and Ned lloyd w hich began con
tainer services between Europe and 
the Far East on the 1st April. With 
Norwegian, Swedish, Danish and 
Dutch-speaking executives, English 
is the working lang uage, both at 
the Copenhagen headquarters, and 
in the reg iona l offi ces in Rotterdam 
(Europe and the Mediterranean ) and 
Hong Kong (Far East) . Employees 
of Scan Dutch-all themse lves former 
employees of the four 'mother' com
panies- find the new company a 
reflectio n of the new European unity . 
Aside f rom t hirty-five ScanDutch 
employees, all others in the Scan
Dutch operation remain employed 
by their original fi rms. 

There wi ll be 51 sh ips in ScanDutch 
service initially, 17 of which w ill be 
chartered from Ned lloyd. This w ill 
enable the company to operate 
thirteen sa ilings a month in each 
direction f rom Europe to t he Far 
East. 
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SCANDUTCH REPRESENTATION 

JAPAN 

ScanDutch is represented in Japan 
by Eurobridge Ltd ., a firm w hich has 
been established as from 1st April 
by Dodwell & Co. Ltd . t he previous 
Agents for Scanserv ice, and RIL who 
were Agents for Nedlloyd . Euro
bridge Ltd. is a joint venture, w it h 
a Japan Management office in Tokyo 
and Branch offices in Tokyo, Yoko
hama, Osaka and Kobe. 

Members of the Board of Directors 
are three senior staff members of 
Dodwell & Co. Ltd ., and from our 
side Messrs E.M. van Rhoon and 
H.M. Roos. Twenty-three staff mem
bers f rom RIL, including two Home 
staff have been temporari ly posted 
to Eurobridge for a period of up 
to three years. Mr H.M . Roos has 
been appointed Dep. Gen. Manager 
Japan and Mr T.E. Henkemans is 
Eurobridge's Kanto Manager. In the 
Japan Management office in Tokyo 
is another wellknown RIL staff mem
ber, Mr T. Osada, w ho is Operationa l 
Manager Japan, w hilst M r Y. Naga
shima is Osaka Manager. The other 
senior posts have been fil led by staff 
members of Dodwell & Co. Ltd. 

In Nagoya t he representation of 
ScanDutch is in the hands of Nagoya 
Eurobridge Agen cy Ltd. , a joint 
venture in t he process of being 
established by RIL, and Nishioka 
M aritime Company Ltd ., t he prev ious 
Agents for Scanservice. Members of 
the Board of Directors, apart from 
Nishioka Sr. and Nishioka J r., w ill 
be RIL's Mr M . Yoda and M r T. 
Petersen. Two RIL staff members 
have been posted to Nagoya Euro
bridge; Mr N. Koizumi of RIL wi ll be 
the sub-manager of t he new firm. 

ScanDutch w ill g ive a total of nine 
convent iona l sailings from Japan to 
Europe each mo nth, w hilst the first 
ScanDutch container vessel, mv 
Nihon, is due to arrive in Japan by 
the end of June. 

SINGAPORE 

Due to fa r reaching cooperation in 
the container trade Europe/Far East 
v.v. between Nedlloyd and Scandina
v ian Principals, the need was also 
felt for an adapted agency set-up in 
the Straits. Subsequently I.O.L. and 
the East Asiatic Company shipping 
d ivision in the Straits area decided 
to work as a fully integrated unit. 

This new organ isation became effec
t ive as f rom 1st Apri l and operates 
as follows: 

- in Singapore under the name of 
lnterocean-E.A.C. Agencies Pte. 
Ltd.; t he E.A.C. shipping depart
ment merged with lnterocean 
Lines (S.E.A.) Pte. Ltd. 

-in Penang under the name of 
lnterocean Lines ( S.E.A.) Sdn. 
Bhd.; the E.A.C. shipping depart 
ment merged with lnterocean 
Lines (S.E.A.) Pte . Ltd. 

- in Kuala Lumpur t he East Asiatic 
Co. reta in their name and sh ip
ping department in the present 
manner. 

The organisationa l head office of the 
integrated agencies wil l be in Singa
pore. Mr E.A. Postuma is t he Genera l 
Manager of t he joint organisation 
and Mr W.K. Mink and Mr H. Loesch 
(seconded from E.A.C. ) are joint 
Deputy General Managers. 

The present staff has furthermore 
been strengthened by Mr K. Bonnich
sen (seconded from E.A. C.) for the 
Marketing Department, t hree local 
executives and sixteen clerica l staff, 
which increased st rength is needed 
main ly to cope w ith conta iner devel
opments in the area. 



NEW CONTAINER SHIPS 

Six large container ships have been 
o rdered by t he four companies in
volved in ScanDutch. As t hese con
ta iner ships w ill carry fi ve t imes as 
much as conventional ca rgo vessels, 
t he t otal fleet w il l be reduced as 
t he new container ships come into 
serv ice. Two of these vessels are 
scheduled for de livery in late March 
and mid July 1973 respective ly . They 
w ill be somewhat simi lar to t he Abel 
Tasman in size and design but wil l 
have several modifications. Both w ill 
be pow ered by two Stal-hava l tur
bines capable of 40,450 h.p. each. 
(The Abel Tasman has onl y one 
tu rbine of 32,450 h.p.) . In addition, 
they w ill be equipped with bow 
propellers, each w ith a t hrust of 
1,000 h.p. t o aid in manoeuve ring in 
ports. 

Other Technica l Specifications are as 
fo llows: 

length overa ll 
beam 
draft 

service speed 
capacity( in 20-ft units) 

287m. 
32.24 m. 
12m. 
27 kn ots 

2,580 

A nother new feature of these ves
sels is the increased capac ity for 
refrige rated and/or frozen containers . 

STRAAT NASSAU FlAG CEREMONY (See page 103) 

Each vessel has accommodat ion for 
the equ iva lent of 110 40 f t. units 
with t heir own cool ing apparat us. 
Provision is made for air-coo led units 
on deck and water-cooled containers 
in t he hold. Bot h operate f rom the 
elect rica l system of t he ship, but 
can be powered by shore-side fac il i
t ies if t he containers stay in termina ls 
for longer periods. During land t rans
port , these containers can be cooled 
by power from diesel generators. 

FlEET FACTS 

The Liberian vessel Is land M ari 
ner has been t ime-chartered to 
g ive t he SAFS-E early J une 
sail ing f rom Japan. The vessel 
was delivered in Japan in May, 
loading in Japan and Kee lung 
for South Africa. The ship is 
expected to be redelivered in 
South Africa in July. 

Zonnekerk, of Koninklij ke Ned
lloyd N.V. has been time
chartered to give one sail ing 
in May from Australia to the 
Caribbean and West Ind ies. 
She wil l be redelivered in Port 
of Spain at the beginning of 
June. 
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NSU NEWS 
DAMCO-PRIDE OF THE RHINE 

For many sailors. Rotterdam means the end of the voyage, but more than half the 
cargo their ships carry has to be transported further via the river Rhine. Dutch 
Shipping Companies control 50% of this trade and a great part of i t is done by Damco. 

NSU vessels are busy not only on 
the deep seas, but also on inshore 
waterways. Since 1905, Damco Ship
ping Company (a member of the 
Ruys Transport Group) has been a 
familiar name on the river Rhine . 
Damco is said to have one of the 
finest looking fleets on the Rhine, 
perhaps because many Damco cap
tains were previously private ship 
owners . At present the company 
owns 80 motor vessels, 50 tankers, 
77 tow ing barges and one pushing 
barge. With this fleet they trade 
from Rotterdam, Amsterdam and 
Antwerp, to Germany, Switzerland, 
France and Belg ium. 

Problems for inshore traffic differ 
f rom those encountered by ocean
going transport. In recent months, 
the main problem on the Rhine has 
been the very low water level, en
abling vessels to use only 50 % o"f 
their possible deadweight capacity. 
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Of course, this makes earn ings less, 
but Damco have ga ined an excellent 
reputation by keeping faithfully to 
their contracts. 

Over the yea rs, Rhine traffic has 
undergone many changes. The most 
recent change, from towed barges 
to pushing barges, is one of the most 
revolutionary, greatly reducing t he 
manpower needed. Although two 
branches of the Rhine flow through 
Holland, only the southern arm, the 
river Waal, is easi ly navigable for the 
modern push-boat units. Moreover 
in order to pass t he locks at W ijk 
bij Duurstede on the Amsterdam
Rhine canal, the push-boat units must 
separate . The Dutch government is 
now w idening the locks, but in t he 
meantime, push-boat t mffic to Rot
terdam has increased enormously, 
while still playing an unimportant 
role in the Amsterdam traffic. 

MARTI NAIR ORDER DC1 0 

A considerable part of Martinair's 
business-as much as 20% in 1971 
-is derived from f lights for sche
du led airl ine operators. Thus, it was 
in keeping w ith their fleet policy to 
order one of the new DC1 0 aero
planes from the McDonnell Doug las 
factories. Costing 75 million guilders, 
delivery of t he new plane is expected 
in lat e 1973. 

Offering accommodation for 345 pas
sengers, or 70 tons of f reight, t he 
DC1 0 is an alternative to the Boeing 
747, or the equivalent of using two 
DC8's or aircraft of a similar t ype. 
It is equipped with three ( jet) pro
pu lsion engines; two beneath the 
w ings and one above the body at 
t he tail. These engines were designed 
to make considerably less noise t han 
most aircraft engines in current use. 
Also they do not emit a trail of 
smoke. The fuel tank capacity is 136 
thousand litres. The maximum weight 
for take-off is 251 tons. McDonnell 
Douglas have already received 149 
firm orders for the DC10. 

When in use as a passenger plane, 
t he cabin is d ivided by two gang
ways into rows of t hree, four and 
two seats respectively. Two pilots 
and an engineer man the cockpit, 
and ten stewardesses take care of 
the passengers. The kitchen, in the 
hold below the cabin, can be reached 
by two lifts. 

In just twelve hours, the Martinair 
DC1 0 can be converted into a cargo 
plane. In t he early stages, it was 
recognised that many airports would 
not have suitable l ifting equipment 
ava ilable to bridge the five meters to 
the freight door of t he plane. Th is 
problem has now been solved in co
operation w ith McDonnell Douglas, 
w ho are developing a self -load ing 
dev ice, to be carried in the hold of 
the DC10. 



CHANGES IN NSU TOP MANAGEMENT 

The following internal bu lletin has been issued by t he Board of Directors of the Nederlandse Scheepvaart Unie: 

" We herewith announce that Mr H . Harinck, in connection 
with his reaching the age of retirement, has expressed 
the wish to resign as a member of the Board of Directors 
at the annual meeting on 5th June 1972. 

We have decided, also as from 5th June, to grant the 
personal title of substitute member of the Board of Direc
tors to: Mr B.B .G. Lagers, President-Director of Holland 
Bulk Transport; Dr. A. van Putten, Director Concern 
Development; Mr E.A. van Walsum, General Director of 
Ruys Transport Group. 

In connection with these appointments those members of 
the Board of Directors who are Delegates of the Board 
to Holland Bulk Transport and Ruys Transport Group will , 
as from that date, no longer act in this capacity. 

Furthermore it is the intention that during the second 
quarter of 1973 Ned/loyd and Royal lnterocean Lines will 

be placed under a united supreme management in Rotter
dam, which will consist of Mr J. Groenendijk, Managing 
Director of Ned/loyd and Mr F. Terwogt, Managing 
Director of Royal lnterocean Lines in Hong Kong. 

When the above has been executed, both gentlemen will 
also receive the personal title of substitute member of 
the Board of Directors. 

At the same time, the following members of the Board of 
Directors, Mr W .M . de Haan, Jhr. M .F. van Lennep and 
Mr B.E. Ruys, at present Senior Managing Directors of 
Ned/loyd, and also acting as Delegates of the Board, will 
resign from their Ned/loyd directorships. Mr H.M . van der 
Schalk and Mr W .M . de Haan, members of the Board of 
Directors, will at the same time relinquish their positions 
as Managing Directors of Royal lnterocean Lines and as 
Delegates of the Board to Royal lnterocean Lines." 

FIFTH MANAGERS' CONFERENCE 

Seated in the Conference room in HK HO in April were the fo llowing (from I. tor. ) :-Messrs. T .H. van 
Marie, J .G. de Harde, W . Boogerman, F.O. van Randwyck, H. Wever, E.M . van Rhoon, P. Hulleman, 
K. Dirkzwager, C.L.C. van Kretschmar, F. Terwogt, G. Kasteleijn, G.D.M . Boot, E. W il lems, J . van 
Middelkoop, E.A . Postuma, P. van Schaardenburg, S.R. Elgersma, S. Bakker, G.J .J . Wernink (Secretary) . 

"l 
I 
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When twenty yachts set sai l from 
Hong Kong's Junk Bay, at noon 
on 26th March, RIL was well repre
sented. Managing Directo r C.L.C. 
van Kretschmar, veteran of four 
previous China Sea Races, was 
entering for the first time his new 
36 ft. sloop 'Wing Song' . Currently 
the Commodore of the Roya l Hong 
Kong Yacht Club, Mr van Kretschmar 
was prepared for any eventuality en 
route, by numbering amongst his 
experienced crew, a doctor, a legal 
adviser, a French Chef and a film 

'Super Duck' crossed the line too early. 
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SIXTH 

CHINA SEA 

RACE 

Lined up for the start. 

star. Apparent ly the combination was 
a good one, as Wind Song was 
placed 5th overall, and first in Class 
Ill-for vessels rating between 21 
ft. and 25.5 ft. 
The race started quietly, but before 
the end of the first day, two dis
appo inted entries turned tail, before 
winds gusting to 34 knots and ten 
to twelve foot waves, one with a 
broken mast, the other with a broken 
back stay. 
Mr J.H.W. Rullmann ( HK HO PZ) 
was also waving the RIL flag whi le 

crewing aboard 'Super Duck' , owned 
and skippered by Mr T. Hsueh. 
Needless to say there was a good 
bunch of RIL supporters, watching 
t he start. 

The China Sea Race has gradually 
come to the fore in t he ·sa il ing' 
world, since it began ten years ago 
w ith a modest five entries. It has very 
recently been granted recognition by 
the Royal Ocean Racing Club, under 
w hose auspices it wi ll be run from 
this year onwards . A biennial event, 
lasting four to six days and covering 
a gruelling 610 nautical miles be
tween Hong Kong and Corregidor 
Island off Manila Bay, it has become 
the most exciting ocean racing event 
in the Far East. Attracting increasing 
international interest, entries include 
Yawls, Ketches and Sloops of al l 
sizes and designs, manned by crews 
numbering between six and twe lve. 

RACING SAILS 

Hong Kong's modest sai l-making in
dustry has become one of the world 
lead ing exporters of racing sai ls. Over 
three quarters of the sails used in the 
China Sea race were made in Hong 
Kong . The industry has developed 
recently. The first factory opened 
commercial ly j ust nine years ago, 
and now four factories meet orders 
from boatbuilders as far afield as 
Europe and the USA. Indeed 95 % 
of t he sai ls produced in Hong Kong 
are exported. Racing sails, t hough 

Managing Director C.L..C. van Kretschmar's made to last seven to eight years, 
'Wind Song'. are usually replaced every year. 



Mr Rullmann gives his personal account of the race. 

We started out aboard 'Super Duck' 
at noon on Sunday, encouraged by 
fair weather and a good wind. Un
fortunately we were on the line a 
few seconds too early, and so had 
to return and start again w ithout 
hinderi ng the other contestants. Once 
away, after a few hours of exhilera
ting sa iling, we greatly enjoyed our 
first lunch on board; t his turned out 
to be our last meal for two days, as 
the wind was increasing to a steady 
30 knots and we were struck by sea 
sickness. By dusk, the fleet was 
already scattered over a vast area, 
and only one or two of ou r opponents 
could still be seen behind the ever 
growing waves. At about 9 p.m., we 
had to reef the mainsail and change 
the big genoa jib for a smaller one. 
Neverthe less, the yacht still pro
ceeded at an amazing 8t knots . 

This weather continued for two days, 
and partly because of the heavy 
working in the steep swell, we dis
cove red next morning that our mast 
had dropped down about two inches 

and was now only resting on the 
cockpit roof. We managed to shorten 
our stays, and decided to carry on 
to M anila, mainly because we anti
cipated that t he weather would 
improve as we sailed southwards. 

Indeed, the weather did improve, 
and we had an excellent sail along 
the coast of Luzon, w ith dolphins 
frequent ly playing around our bow. 
It was only unfortunate that the 
improved weather conditions slowed 
us down considerably. W hereas we 
cove red the first t hree hundred mi les 
in 48 hours, the next t hree hundred 
took us three and a half days. 
Nothing is more boring than to be 
in an ocean race, in a complete calm, 
with your sai ls flapping uselessly 
around as t he vessel proceeds slowly 
ove r the waves. 

However, we reached Corregidor and 
Manila safely, afte r a good sai l which 
w as a great experience and at the 
same time tremendous fun , as was 

Mr J.H.W . Rullman of RIL (centre) was 
crewing aboard 'Super Duck", owned and 
skippered by Mr T. Hsueh. 

the hearty and hospitable welcome 
we were given by the Manila Yacht 
Club. 

EGGS AHOY 

When the Catering Department is
sued a form headed, 'Non-routine 
issues of Provisions I Beverages,' 
they were prepared for a few sur
prises. However the recent request 
from Straat Rio's Deck Department 
for "24 eggs to m ix with the funnel 
paint," really took them unawares . 
Everyone has heard of 'egg-shell ' 
colours, but to use real eggs is 
surely a little unusual. Inquiring 
among yachting enthusiasts, t hey 
discovered that egg-w hites can be 
mixed with paint to give a yacht a 
shinier surface. We know that each 
RIL sh ip likes to p reserve its in
dividuality, but we suspect that 
Straat Rio may have sta rted a con
spiracy to outshine the rest of the 
RIL fleet. 

W hat do you say Straat Rio? 

Cartoon by H.J. Kers ( HK HO TD) . 
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13 vessels alongside Mount Manganui Wharf in 1971, just before 
construction of the 5,600 ft. wharf was completed. (Photographs 
by Aero Surveys New Zealand Ltd.) 

by Mr M .A . Hawes 

Publ icity Director 

(Mount Manganui & Tauranga Stevedores Ltd .) 
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TAlJ RANGA 
- focal poin1 

Geographically the Bay of Plenty is a large bight on the 
East Coast of New Zealand's North Island. From M ercury 
Bay in t he North its shoreline stretches South and thence 
Eastward to Cape Runaway at t he magnificent ly rugged 
extremity of the East Cape. It is one hundred and f ifty 
miles across by sea, more than three hundred miles 
around by road and the Port of Tauranga is situated 
almost exactly in its centre. 
Polynesian migrational canoes from Hawaiiki landed on 
these beaches about 1290 A.D. and numerous Maori 
tribes became firmly established along the shores of both 
the Bay and the many magnificent lakes and rivers within 
its hinterland. Captain Cook aptly named the Bay of 
Plenty, when he passed through it w ithout landing, in 
1769. Tauranga, meaning 'anchorage', was equally suit
ably named by the ancient Maoris, since it is the finest 
natural anchorage on the coast between M ercury Bay 
and Wellington. The first recorded visit of a European 
vessel to t he port was the missionary schooner " Hera ld" 
in 1828. The British Navy surveyed and charted t he 78 
square miles and 170 mile harbour foreshore in 1853 with 
such accuracy, that fifty years later, the next survey party 
found no significant changes. A Harbourmaster/ Pilot was 
appointed in 1864 and for the next two years his official 
residence was a tent . During t he same yea r a naval 
blockade was imposed on the port to prevent the running 
of arms to hostile Maori tribes. European settlement in 
the Bay of Plenty was increased with the arrival of t he 
2,138 ton sail ing vessel Lady Jocelyn in January 1882 
with immigrants from England aboard . Ninety-five days 
out from Gravesend, the Lady Jocelyn struck unfavourable 
w inds off t he port and suffered the indignity of being 
towed in for a negotiated fee of £40. 
The isolated pioneer settlements which sprang up around 
the Bay of Plenty had to rely on sea transport for com
munications. From 1881 to 1927 a weekly cargo and 
passenger coastal sh ipping service connected them with 
each other and with the rapidly developing provincial 
capital of Auckland. 
Although the Tauranga Harbour Board was established 
in 191 2, it was 1950 before dramatic changes in the 
economy of the Bay of Plent y area dictated a government 
decision to commence the construction of a deep-water 
w harf in the Port of Tauranga. The unprecedented rate 
of growth during t he following twenty years, both at the 
Port and w ithin the whole district, resulted in t he Board 
recently changing its name to 'The Bay of Plenty Harbour 
Board '. During the economic recession of the late 20's and 
early 30's, the N.Z. Government set out to utilize hundreds 
of thousands of acres of waste pumice plains in t he high 
central plateau of the North Island. Earlier experiments 
had shown that the exotic Californian pine, Pinus Radiata, 
would under New Zealand's cond itions reach maturity in 
about twenty-five years, approximately half the t ime re
quired in its native habitat. Faced with increasing numbers 
of unemployed, the Government ini t iated an aforestation 
scheme which resulted in what has been claimed as the 
world's largest man-made forest, exceed ing half a mill ion 
acres. Today with a continuing pol icy of land uti lization 
combined with re-planti ng, t he forest areas are ever 
increasing, and many other varities of exotic timber have 
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also been established. Throughout New Zealand there 
are now 1.4 mill ion acres of exotic forests of which 
approximately 60 % are w ithin the area served by the 
Port of Tauranga. 
Utilization of the maturing forests began in earnest during 
the 1950's w hen the Tasman Pulp and Paper Company 
was established to manufacture news print, pulp and 
sawn timber, at Kawerau. a small settlement 60 miles 
South-east of Tauranga . Further inland New Zealand 
Forest Products, now one of the largest industrial com
panies in New Zealand. were establishing mills to produce 
kraft and fine papers as we ll as pulp and sawn timber. 
To serve the raw material requirements and to export the 
finished products, the construction of a w harf to be 1.225 
feet long commenced in 1953 at Mount Maunganui in 
the Port of Tauranga. Unexpectedly rapid and continuous 
growth together with diversified trading, necessitated a 
continuous programme of extensions to this quay-type 
wharf over a period of eighteen years. 
Throughout this period associated work was carried out, 
to straighten and deepen approach channels and to c reate 
and construct storage areas, sheds and roads. Two 
powerful tugs were purchased. Two hundred and fifty 
t housand square feet of reclaimed land. behind t he wharf. 
were made available by the Board for the construction 
of a cool-store with a capacity of 19,000 tons, to export 
dairy products. Export of butter from this store started 
in 1968, and for the year 1969/ 70 reached 37,440 tons. 
Combined with other dairy products such as milk-powder 
and casein this produced a total for that year of 11 2,500 
tons. So the Port, w hich was initially conceived to service 
the Bay of Plenty fo rest industries and had duri ng the 
1960's become t he Dominion 's foremost export wharf in 
terms of tonnage handled, was by 1970 well on the way 
to becoming the premier dairy outlet as well . A five mile 
railway tunnel, currently being drilled through the Kaimai 
Ranges which protect the coasta l area, will , w hen com
pleted in the middle of this decade, provide access to the 
great dai rying area of the Waikato Valley . 
The greatest period of expansion was really from 1958 
w hen the port was handling slightly over 0.5 million tons, 
almost even ly divided between export and import, to the 
present day, with annual tonnage in excess of 2.5 million, 
approximately 70% of which is export cargo. 
A triangular area known as 'The Tourist Diamond of the 
Pacific", with the Bay of Plenty as its base and the 
central North Island mountains as its apex has a wealth 
of attractions within a remarkably confined area. In the 
ocean first-class big game fishing, Marlin, Tuna, Kingfish, 
M ako sharks and other species are plentiful. Glorious surf 
beaches, the world famous Waitomo glow-worm caves, 
the thermal spectacles of Rotorua and geo-thermal power 
scheme at Wairakei, the mountain skiing grounds, superb 
t rout fis hing in the numerous lakes and rivers, together 
with deer and wild pig hunting in the forests and bush, 
provide a unique and fascinating tourist potential. With 
a cl imate that is never extreme, w ith excellent road and 
air communication , and authoritative predictions of strong 
and conti nued economic g rowth, it is little wonder t he 
Bay of Plenty is thought of as a favoured area in w hich 
to live and work . 

'Straat Chatham' loading milk-powder at the Port of Tauranga. 
(Photograph by Peter Hoggard, Industrial Photography, Tauranga) . 

Fine dairy stock graze on lush pasture. W ith the new tunnel, 
Tauranga will become New Zealand's leading dairy produce ex
porter, outlet for the Waikato Valley and the Bay of Plenty. 

Timber for export, from cultivated pine forests, created the initial 
demand for greater facilities at the Port of Tauranga. 

(Other photographs by courtesy of Air New Zealand). 



25th ANNIVERSARIES 

Mr F .J . van Amesvoord 

Although Mr van Amesvoord 's 25th Service Anniversary 
w ith the Company fell on 1st March. on account of his 
trip to the Far East and subsequent annual leave, the 
ce lebration took place on 18th Apri l. 

Mr J .C.J . Dreverman 

On the 21st Apri l. another Silver Jubilee celebrat ion took 
place in Amsterdam. that of Mr J .C.J. Dreverman . 
Mr Dreverman, better known in RIL as "Carel," started 
his seafaring career in t he highly specia lised job of ' radar 
operator'. Upon join ing RIL however, he decided to work 
in quite a different capacity and joined the Catering 
Department. After a brief period sa il ing with the s.s. Nieuw 
Holland. Mr Dreverman was posted ashore and took 
charge of the stores in Hong Kong. Well-known for his 
straightforwardness and his logical approach to daily 
stores problems. he was also beloved for his wi llingness 
to help ind ividuals with the smallest of personal sto res 
needs. 
After just over twenty-one years working in HK HO, 
in 1969 Mr Dreverman transferred to a similar job in 
Amsterdam. With his customary improvisation. he settled 
down at once in his new work ing environment. Apparently 
Mr Dreverman has not been forgotten at all by Home 
Staff, since the inevitable question of any such staff 
member on leave is. "Where is Care l's desk?" 
At the ce lebration , Mr K. Groeneveld addressed Mr 
Dreverman on behalf of Manag ing Directors and presented 
him with the customary engraved gold watch . Mr A.G . 
de Rooy addressed Mr Dreverman on behalf of the staff. 
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Mr van Amesvoord entered the service of JCJL in 1947, 
and in the customary way of that time, started his 
career in the Accounts Department. assisting with the 
UMA administration. Shortly afterwards however, when 
a Freight Department was created for the newly-formed 
KJCPL, Mr van Amesvoord was amongst those who 
joined this new Department. Th is marked the beginning 
of a highly successful career. Working his way up th rough 
the ranks, he eventually became Freight Department 
Manager in 1968, upon the retirement of Mr Marree. 
Mr van Amesvoord is renowned. amongst other things, 
for his keen linguistic fee ling. He wages a continual war 
for t he correct use of his mother tongue, and has himself 
a fluent style. He also has a proficient command of the 
German language, which has been extremely usef ul in 
his contacts with German and Swiss shippers. Linguistic 
abil ity combined w ith an acute interest in Economics. 
make him pre-eminently suitable for compil ing the com
mercia l part of the annual report, as wel l as the regular 
reports on behalf of the Managing Directors. 
W hen Mr H.M. van der Schalk presented the customary 
engraved gold watch on behalf of Managing Directors, he 
outlined some of the memories of the past 25 years and 
expressed pleasure that so many from the early days of 
the Freight Department were present. Mr H.C.G.L. Ribbink 
presented a gift on behalf of the staff. 
Mr van Amesvoord ' s popularity with his business con
tacts was apparent from the large number of RIL agents 
from Belgium. Great Britain, Germany and France who 
were present. Indeed after a lively reception for staff and 
relatives, the gathering developed into an informal agents' 
meeting. 

Mr A.G. de Rooy congratulates Mr Dreverman. 



ROYAL AWARDS 

Mr G.J. Hogewind 

It was the 28th Apri l, and for Mr G.J. Hogewind (Manager 
Shipbuilding Dept. Amsterdam) the last day of service 
with RIL. Whatever Mr Hogewind anticipated happening 
on that day, it came as a complete surprise when he was 
told by the Burgomaster of his home town, Bloemendaa l, 
that Her Majesty Queen Juliana had appointed him Knight 
in the Order of Orange Nassau. 

The presentation ceremony, held at the Town Hall Am
sterdam, was attended by Mr K. Goeneveld who was 
representing M anag ing Directors . Later in the day, it 
became increasingly busy in · Het Scheepvaarthius', and 
by 4.00 p.m ., the 'Grote Vergaderzaal ' was buzzing with 
the voices of staff, business associates and several pen
sioners of the Shipbuilding Department, who had come 
to say goodbye to Mr Hogewind. 

Mr W.M. de Haan outlined Mr Hogewind's career, which 
started with KPM in 1945 after a couple of years in the 
Netherlands Royal Navy. More recently with RIL, Mr 
Hogewind has established his reputation while in charge 
of the design of the 'Straat A's' and 'Straat N's', vessels 
which have aroused interest everywhere in the sh ipping 
world. Moreover, Mr Hogewind has completely won the 
confidence of management for his expert judgement of 
new technical developments. During his 26 years of ser
vice Mr Hogewind has been involved in the construction 
of 70 vessels for KPM, 40 for RIL, 5 for NTPM, and 4 for 
HVM. Mr de Haan concluded his speech by offering Mr 
Hogewind the 'd raagmedaille ' of his newly acquired roya l 

Mr J .L. Aarsen 

Mr van der Guissen bids Mr Hogewind farewell . 

award. Then his successor, Mr B. Roeterink. presented 
him with a farewel l present on behalf of the staff. 

After Mr Hogewind had replied with thanks. a dinner 
party was held on his behalf. 

The 28th April was also a memorable day for Mr J .L. 

Aarsen (Amsterdam retired) . w hen he received the Gold 

Medal of Honour of the Order of Orange Nassau, bestowed 

on him by H.M. Queen Ju l iana. The Medal was presented 

to him at Amsterdam Town Hall by Burgomaster Sam
kalden . 

The picture shows Mr Aarsen together with Mr Sjakie 
Swart, also decorated on the Queen's birthday. You may 

wonder why we print this picture to commemorate the 

honour bestowed on Mr Aarsen; as Mr Swart is one of 
the best footballers in the Netherlands- second only to 

Johan Cruyff-playing for the Ajax Football Club. and Mr 

Aarsen has been a supporter of t hat club for almost half 

a century, we thought it a rather striking photograph. 

113 



FENCING WITH RIL 

When 114 competitors set out t o w in a 
Fence Painting Competition in Brisbane 
recently , one man was not deterred by a 
broken leg. Here he is, more o r less com
fortabl y esconced, w ith his RIL bag handy 
to carry all necessities. (Received from M r 
F. Botto mer of Dalgetys, Brisbane). 

VISIT FROM NEPTUNE 

When in Khorramshahr two young 
passengers boarded ms. StraatTorres 
for Durban. It soon became clear that 
they had never crossed the Equator 
before. The high standard of seaman
ship on board RIL vessels ensured 
that on the position oo o' N 48°22, 
5' E they were initiated as seafa rers 
according to the ancient traditions, 
as is shown by this photograph sent 
in by Mr R.W.A. Chevalier, acting 
2nd Officer of ms. Straat Torres. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr S. Oka (Kobe) arrived in Hong 
Kong on business on 17th April , 
returning to Osaka on 29th April. 

Mr D. van der Werf (Amsterdam 
New Building Department) came to 
Hong Kong on 26th April for a brief 
business trip. 

Mr J.G. de Harde (Manager HK 
Audit & Control) went to Durban on 
30th Apri l on business. 

In early M ay, Mr B.J. van Liemt 
Mr J.H.W. Habermehl and Mr K. 
Groeneveld came to Hong Kong for 
a few days, for consultation:;. 

CHILDREN'S PAINTING COMPETITION 

On 14th May, Mr C.L.C. van Kretsch
mar (Managing Director) and Drs. 
S. Bakker (Managing HK HO CTA) 
left Hong Kong with Mr J.C.P. van 
Diepen (Sydney), in order to attend 
a Conference meeting in Kawana, 
Japan. 

Mr E. Willems (Financial Director) 
made a brief business trip to Tokyo 
on 20th May, returning the following 
day. 

Mr B.C. Faase and Mr C.J . Feith 
(both of HK HO LB) went to attend 
a Cargo Handling Seminar in Oslo 
on 26th May. 

Eddy and Adam Petersen, sons of M r T. Petersen (Tokyo) took joint first prize in the Under 7 age group. Other 
prize winning entries on page 118. 



FAMILY NEWS 

W eddings 

Mr H. Lai Kai Hang (HK HO LB) to Miss A . Chan Wan Hi ng on 
27th March. 
Miss M . Kajigawa (Yokohama AG) to Mr M . Takei on 2nd April. 
Mr Lau Chan Sing ( HK HO IMD) to Miss Chung Kat Ngoi on 4th 
April. 
3rd Officer E.E. Kip (leave) to Miss H.J. Kerseboom at Den Helder 
on 28th April. 
3rd Engineer W.P.J . Kooijman (Safocean A lbany) to Miss M .A . 
van Baal at Terneuzen on 28th April. 
3rd Engineer P.A .J .M . Pennings (leave) to Miss C.A .J. Looymans 
at Boxtel on 28th April. 
M iss Th.J . Cooper (Amsterdam) to Mr G. La Rooy on 28th April. 
M r R. Bisunath (Durban) to Miss B. Singh at Durba n. 

New Arrivals 

Mr A. Cheng ( HK M H); a son, Cheng Man Tsun, on 21st March. 
Mr Leu ng Hung Kay (HK HO VZ); a daughter, Leung Bo Chi, on 
23rd March. 
M r 1<. Tanaka (Kobe); a daughter, Saho Tanaka, on 18th April. 
2nd Officer J .W.J . Soenve ld ( leave); a daughter, Colette J oyce, 
on 30th April. 
3rd Engineer P.A . Weenink ( leave); a daughter, Kasja, on 1st M ay. 
Chief Officer M .L. van den Arend ( Straat Fij i); a daughter, Catharina 
Louise Christina, on 5th May. 

SYDNEY OFFICE REORGANISATION 

In connection w ith the reorganisation of the Sydney 

Office, in which the Management and Agency activities 

have been separated for administrative reasons, Mr B.A. 

Hinwood wi ll be Manager of the Sydney Agency. 

MRS L. PETTY RETIREMENT 

A cockta il party was held in HK HO on 20th April , on 
account of the retirement of Mrs Lenna Petty, after more 
than ten yea rs as Ed itor of RIL Post. Mr F. Terwogt made 
a brief speech, thanking M rs Petty for all she had done 
for RIL Post and promising her a presentation photograph 
album as a record of her ca reer as Ed itor. On beha lf of 
t he Company, Miss T .A . Galloway the new Editor, pre
sented Mrs Petty with a bouquet of flowers. 

REVEREND ZYLSTRA- 25th JUBILEE 

The Reverend Zylstra, Pastor to the Merchant Navy, has 
recently celebrated his 25 year Jubilee. Since he took up 
his appointment as Pastor in 1952, Reverend Zylstra has 
become very well known to many RIL staff, both ashore 
and afloat. On behalf of all those who have known 
Reverend Zylstra, we send him our warmest congratula
tions. 

STRAAT COLOMBO 

Straat Colombo is here seen berthed at Cashin Quay 
W harf in Lytt leton harbour, New Zealand. This pictu re 
was taken in mid February, w hile the ship w as in the 
midd le of her tour to four New Zea land ports. 

Third Engineer P.J . van Geuns is quite preoccupied with 
the task of overhauling the piston of Straat Colombo's 
main engine . He is being assisted by 2nd Engineer, H.A .C. 
Hauer. 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr H.Th. Snip 
R.C. Rijsmus 
P.C.J .M.M. Legein 
Postma 
A . Hoekman 

4th Officer 
Asp. Apprentice Officer 
5th Engineer 
5th Engineer 
Apprentice Engineer 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr E. van Hoek 
.. M . Bijker 
.. E. Dam 
.. G. Koster 
.. R.L.N . Olieroock 
.. W . Westerhof 
.. N.R. Klaus 
.. P.A. Weenink 

A.M. H. van Wersch 
.. J.H.M.G. Bolscher 

J .A. Kortz 
.. R. Lievense 
.. J .H. Weyermars 

LEAVE 

Mr W . Flach 
.. T.R. de Groot 

R.L. Hessel 
R. Hoi 
J. P. Duyn 
F.H. Elkhuizen 
A.J. Martijn 
H.J . Minderhoud 
J .V. Mulder 
J .P. Prince 
A.W. Noort 
J.N. Sol 
C.H.M. van Bennekum 
A .J. Keller 
G.J . Nijland 
J .G. de Rooy 
A. Sattler 
F.J.J . Berting 
B.J . Knegt 
M .C.M. Rade makers 
F.E. Folkerts 
A.A.M. Groot-Antink 
P.J . Vink 

Those who returned are: 

Mr M.L. van den Arend 
.. W.J . Florie 
.. P. Hoogland 
.. H. van Kapel 
.. P.J. van Leeuw en 
.. F. van der Linden 
.. H.W . LouiH Feisser 
.. R. Rei tsma 

A. Treffers 
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2nd Officer I 12-4-72 
3rd II 21-4-72 

Th .ll 5-4-72 
II 7-4-72 
II 11 -4-72 

2nd Engineer Th.C 13-4-72 
3rd B 20-4-72 

B 10-4-72 
Th.B 12-4-72 

5th A 5-4-72 
A 12-4-72 
A 16-3-72 
A 4-4-72 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

4th 
2nd Enginee r 

" 3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted to 

Chief Officer Straa t Fiji 
Straat Johore 
Straa t Honshu 
Straa t Van Diemen 
Safocean Auck land 
Straa t Singapore 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat M agelhaen 
Straat Napier 

Mr G.J. van den Berg 
.. Th.J .H. Groeneve ld 
.. G. V erkroost 

.. J .Th.M . van Bergen 

.. G. Koster 

.. R.L.N. Olieroock 

.. R. Bloemendaa l 

.. L.W. van Kampen 

.. J .A.M. van Raamsdonk 

.. H.W. va n der Molen 

.. J . van Doorne 

.. G. Gerritsen 

.. W.P.J . Kooyman 

.. A .H.M. van Wersch 

.. G.J. van de Haar 

.. M .C.M. van Ravenstein 

.. A . Roozendaal 

.. J . de Vos 
,. A.F.M . Doove 
.. R.J. Keizer 
.. J.L. Streur 
.. S.J . Voogt 
.. J.H. W eijermars 

2nd Officer 

.. I 
Supercargo 

3rd Officer 

4th 

2nd Engineer 
3rd 

4th 

5th 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Straat Napier 
Straa t Nagoya 

Island Mariner 
Straa t Luzon 
Straat Korea 
Straat Colombo 
Straa t Lombok 
Straa t Towa 
Straat Napier 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Freetown 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Cook 
Safocea n Amsterdam 
Straat Fremantle 
Straat Napier 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Fiji 
Straat Madura 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Luzon 

Captain Th. Terhorst, M aster of SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM w ent 
on home leave. 
Captain J. Jacobs was posted t o SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM fo l
lowing home leave. 
Captain S.Tj. Doornbos, M aster of STRAAT A LGOA went on home 
leave. 
Captain G. va n der Spoel was posted to STRAAT ALGOA fo llowing 
home leave. 
Captain A.J . Zonnevij lle, M aster of STRAAT HO LLAND went on 
home leave. 
Captai n G. Verkerk w as posted t o STRAAT HOLLAND fo llowing 
home leave. 
Captain E. van de Wetering, M aster of STRAAT TANGA went on 
home leave. 
Captain H. Prank was posted t o STRAAT TA NGA fol lowing home 
leave. 
Captain L.P. Weststra te, Master of STRAAT FRANKLIN went on 
home leave. 
Captain H.L. van Dam was posted to STRAAT FRANKLI N following 
home leave. 
Acting Captain L.J. Eyken, Master of HOUTMAN went on home 
leave. 
Captain J . Kalf was posted t o HOUTMAN fol lowing home leave. 
Captain H. Boen~e was posted t o STRAAT NAPIER fo llowing home 
leave. 
Chie f Engineer J.G. Maijoor of NIEUW HOLLAND w ent on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer W. van Dam w as posted t o NIEUW HOLLAND 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.R. Meyjes of TJ IWANGI w ent on home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.M. Deggens was posted to TJIWANGI following 
home lea ve. 
Chief Engineer J. Tamboer of STRAAT ALGOA w ent on ho me leave. 
Chief Engineer H.J. van der Veer was posted to STRAAT A LGOA 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.C. Smeenk of STRAAT KOBE was transferred t o 
STRAAT LOMBOK. 
Chief Engineer J.H . Saat of STRAAT LOMBOK was transferred to 
STRAAT KOBE. 
Acting Chief Engi neer F.H.A. Crooymans of STRAAT TA URANGA 
went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J.C. van Dinteren was posted to STRAAT TAURAN
GA followi ng home leave (Co rrection RIL Post No . 5) . 



Chief Engineer J .J . Pieterse of STRAAT FRANKLIN went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer Th.J . Bronsvoort was posted to STRAAT FRANKLIN 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer R.F. Schols of STRAAT FUSHI M I went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer C. Ligtenberg was posted to STRAAT FUSHIM I 
following home leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer H. Jansen of STRAAT MADURA went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .C.S. van Bijsterveld was pos ted to STRAAT 
MADURA following home leave. 
Chie f Engineer H. Spruyt was posted to STRAAT NAPIER following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.A. Klazema of STRAAT HOBART went on home 
leave. 

Chief Engineer G.J .C. Bevelander was posted to STRAAT HOBART 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer D.W.J.B. van Hattem of STRAAT CLEM ENT went 
on home leave. 
2nd Engineer H.L. Uijl of SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM was transferred 
as Acting Chief Engineer to STRAAT CLEMEN T. 
Chief Engineer J.J.A. Guitoneau was posted to STRAAT LUANDA 
followi ng home leave. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr A.M. Lommen of HK HO went on home leave and subsequent 
re tirement. 
M r N. Koizumi of Nagoya was seconded to Nagoya Eurobridge 
Agency Ltd. 

IN MEMORIAM 
It is with much regret t hat w e have to report the deaths 
of the following:-

c. Fehr (reti red employe KPM) on 10th April at Den Haag, aged 69. 
J.F. Perei ra (retired employe KPM ) on 15th A pril at Zeist, aged 78. 
H.J . Pruim (retired Captain KPM) on 26th Apri l at Deventer, aged 
84. 
F.T. Mentel ( ret ired Head employe KPM) on 28th April at Hilver
sum, aged 65. 

Mr Li Yu Tien, aged 54, who has worked as a clerk at HK HO since 
1951. Start ing work in the old Inspection Department, since 1956. 
Mr Li has worked in AP where he has been exclusively responsible 
for our Crew M ail. He was a quiet and responsible man and highly 
esteemed by his colleagues. Our sympathy goes to his wife and 
five chi ldren, of w hom the eldest two are in China. 

A pprentice Officer A .T . Ludden 

It is w ith deepest regret that we an
nounce the death of Apprentice Officer 
A.T. Ludden, as the result of a fata l 
accident on board Straat Hobart at 
East London on 23rd May. Apprentice 
Officer Ludden, who only joined RIL on 
1st July 1971. w as posted to Straat 
Chatham from 28th July unti l 27th 
December 1971 w hen he was transferred 
to the Straat Hobart. On board both 
these vessels he proved t o be a dil igent 
and eager young Officer, showing a 
keen interest in his chosen career. His 
modest and kind character made him a 
likeable companion for his colleagues, 
and his superiors esteemed him as a 
co-opera tive young Officer who showed 
great promise. Our deepest sympathy 
goes to his parents and family in the 
Netherlands. 
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DESERVING WINNERS 

" M y Dad Works For RIL'' 

Do you remember our invitation for 
RIL chi ldren to enter our Children 's 
Painting Competition in November 
last year? We asked children whose 
parents work for RIL, to convey in 
the form of a picture t heir idea of 
what ' RIL' is. Children are often 
mystified by what their parents do 
at work. but some of t he entries 
ce rtainl y opened our eyes as to how 
' RIL', and in particular RIL ships, 
appear to five and six year o lds! 

A ltogether we had some most im
pressive ent ries and the judges were 
faced w ith a very hard task . Here 
are t he results. 

Under 7 
Joint 1st Prize- Eddy Petersen, 

Age 4, A dam Pet ersen . Age 6, 
sons of Mr T . Petersen {Tokyo 
Man.) . 
(See Page 114) 

7- 11 
1st Prize- M aurits Huizinga (Dur

ban) , Age 9, son of Chief 
Engineer F. Huizing a (Straat 
Mozambique). 

Highly Commended- A ndrew Ter
horst (Natal ), Age 10, son of 
Capt. Th . Terh orst (leave) . 

12- 15 
1st Prize-Nicolaas A ntonie Kloots 

(Netherlands) , Age 15, son of 
Capt. A.N . Kloots {leave) . 

Well done Winners! 

Your Prizes are on the way. 
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Nicolaas Antonie Kloots, won 1st prize in the 12 to 15 age group with 
this art ist ic impression of a RIL ship. 
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" Straat Banka in Sydney Harbour," by Maurits Huizinga . His father Chief 
£ngineer F. Huizinga was 4! yrs on Straat Banka. 
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