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... on the ancient port of MOMBASA, historically associated for thousands of years with the dhow traffic 
from East Africa to India and the Gulf. Now Kenya's well-equipped modern port is the gateway to a market 
of seventeen million people. 
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STRAAT NAGOYA DELIVERED 

FOCUS (opposite) 

Pyrethrum grow ing in the fields, sisa l 
being loaded on pallets, o ld baobab 
trees and a modern shopping parade 
w here Dodwell ( w ho look after RIL's 
Gulf t rade) have their office: these are 
the m1xtures. The sharp lines of the 
Baluchi M osque' (1964) are as ye t 

undimmed, unlike the ancient Mus
lim mosque in the old Arab Town. 
RIL's Representat ive, Mr W inkelman, 
works away in his offi ce, and M r 
R.H. Bezui jen (who supplied these 
pictures) is seen w ith Secretary M rs 
N. Cassam. Flags flutter over the 
office of M ackenzie Dalgety, RIL's 
agents, medieval Portuguese Fort 
Jesus st1ll stands against the sea, and 
old men bask in a sunbaked street. 

On 20th December, at 1500 hours, 
Mr W .M . de Haan accepted the 
Straat Nagoya from the yard of 'De 
Schelde'. The ship w as alongside the 
t he former w harf of the Koninklijke 
Rotterdamsche Lloyd in Rotterdam. 

Because of the prevailing very bad 
weather condit ions, it was a very 
simple ceremony indeed. 

A f ter lowering t he ya rd flag, the NSU 
and AIL flags were hoisted; it was a 
special occasion, as Straat Nagoya 
was t he first vessel in the whole NSU 
group of companies on which the 
NSU flag w as fl ying. 

Because of the rain, speeches were 
not made on deck, as is cust omary, 
but on the bridge. Mr de Haan said 
how glad he was t hat t his vessel was 
to be added t o the AIL fleet and that 
he hoped that it would contribute to 
the welfare of AIL, w hich was itself 
a part of the NSU group. 

The ship, under Captain F. List , 
loaded in Rotterdam and Antwerp 
for W est Africa, and thereafter loaded 
in South Africa for the Far East . She 
will make her fi rst voyage in t he Far 
East -Africa-South America Serv ice 
(A SA S), leaving Japan on 4th M arch. 
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LAUNCHING STRAAT 
NASSAU 
The third of t he Straat N-vessels 
Straat Nassau took to t he water on 
December 16th. She is the second 
vessel of t his class being const ructed 
at the yard of van der Giessen-de 
Noord and she bears the building 
number 828. The launching ceremony 
was performed by Mrs H.M .T.A.H .J. 
Frowein-Gravin W olff Metternich, 
wife of Mr H.W .L. Frow ein, member 
of the Board of Directors of N.S.U. 
After t he bapt ism, Mr W .M . de Haan 
made a speech t o the guests st ating 
that van der Giessen- de Noord's 
yard is very well-equipped for con
structing complicated vessels. He 
said t hat t his was fortunate since 
Straat Nassau and her sisters are 
complicated vessels, suitable for 
carry ing containers, general cargo, 
reefer cargo and liqu id cargo. Be
tween building s.s. Tjibadak in 1929 
and the present occasion, Mr de 
Haan continued, van der Giessen had 
bui lt 62 vessels for shipowners. now 
united in NSU. This impressive tot al 
in itself could be taken as an indica
t ion of how well t he work of the 
yard had been appreciated over the 
years. 

JUBILARIS HOK 

24 

On the morning of January 10 a large 
and convivial group assembled in the 
Harbour Room of lnterocean House 
to celebrate t he 25th anniversary of 
serv ice by Mr S. Ganda - better 
known to all as Mr Gouw Soen Hok 
- as Mr van Echten said in his 
speech. 

Born in Buitenzorg, Mr Hok lived up to the 
reputation of the place where he spent his 
early years. M r van Echten mentioned that 
it was interesting to note t hat M r Hok 
began his career in a di fferent field from 
his present one- he attended an agri
cultural school and went to work at the 
plantation of Tjikembang. However, this did 
not mean worrying only about rubber and 
tea: Mr Hok also had to take care of stores 
and equipment. So it was not surprising 
that w hen he joined the former Java-China
Japan-Lijn ( Rll's t rai l blazer) M r Hok was 
employed in the Stores Department of the 
Djakarta office. Exactly one year later Mr 
Hok was transferred to the stores depart
ment of Hong Kong Head Office, sailing 
from Indonesia on the Tjibadak. Since 1948 
Mr Hok has made himself part of the life 
of Head Office. His career advanced quickly 
and, rising from Clerk II t o Clerk I. before 
long he was appointed to Executive Staff. 

M r van Echten described Mr Hok as " rather 
an internat ional man", saying that he came 
from Indonesia to work for a Dutch com
pany in a Bri tish Colony. Speaking Chinese 
as well as Dutch, English and Indonesian, 

Mr Hok even found his wife in Hong Kong
although she came originally from Macao. 
Mr Hok's career has never been easy and 
it has been particularly difficult since he 
took over from Mr Dreverman in 1969. 
However, during his time in the Stores 
Department. Mr Hok has made himself 
most popular w ith the whole office . Every
one knows how hard he works, alw ays 
managing a pleasant smile even when 
pressure of work is really heavy. He is 
always w il ling to do extra work and always 
ready to give personal help to anyone who 
needs it. In his 25 years w ith Rl l Mr van 
Echten reckoned M r Hok must have actual
ly wor:<ed about 30 years-worth. He has 
always put an enormous amount of t ime 
into his work and Rl l is grateful for what 
he has done both for the company and for 
the Stores Department in particular. 

Finally M r van Echten expressed the hope 
tha t Mr Hok would continue to be with 
the company for a number of years to 
come. Then Mr Kasteleijn strapped on the 
engraved gold wristwatch and greetings 
telegrams w ere read, proving how many 
friends Mr Hok has made throughout the 
years all over the Rll sphere. 

Rep lying, Mr Hok, obviously moved by the 
whole occasion thanked M anaging Direc
tors for having arranged the celebration 
for his anniversary. He said that he could 
look back with many happy thoughts over 
the years since 1947. He said that he had 
always received the highest degree of co
operation from all in the Company, and he 
wished RIL good luck for t he future. 



FAREWELL MR J.l. AARSEN 

December was a very special month 
for Mr J .L. Aarsen of our Amsterdam 
office. On the first day of that month, 
45 years ago he first entered KPM 
service and towards the end of that 
month last year he left service to 
enjoy well-earned leisure after a very 
busy life. To celebrate these two 
special occasions, instead of an 
official celebration Managing Direc
tors arranged a luncheon for Mr 
Aarsen at a waterside restaurant 
near Schellingwoude-bridge; some 
colleagues and friends also attended. 

Mr Aarsen is sti ll in possession of his 
origina l letter of employment and his ser
vice in the Scheepvaarthui s has been 
unbroken, apart from an unhappy spell 
during the war years. This has made him 
quite an expert on the historical develop
ments. architecture and special features of 
the building. 

The most interesting period of Mr Aarsen's 
career was his time as personal assistant 
to KPM's Managing Direct or. Jhr. I.H.A. 
Backer. Since then he has always been 
c losely connected with the inner circ le of 
KPM's top management and eventually he 
became assistant to the secretary of the 
Board of Directors of KPM. In this capacity 
he was always present at the meetings of 
the Board and of Delegate members of the 
Board in order to take down minutes. This 
gave him wide knowledge of the ins and 
outs o f the manogcmcnt o f KPM Lines. 
After the merger of KPM with RIL thi s 
knowledge, coupled with his iron memory, 
proved invaluable. A lthough pensioned by 
KPM at the beginning of 1967, Mr A arsen 

was offered a temporary posting with RIL, 
through which his fund of knowledge be
came avai lable for the benefit of RIL's 
management. On December 22nd an official 
farewell party was organized in the Grote 
Vergaderzaa l to pay tribute to a very 
popular co lleague and to say goodbye to 
a very good friend. M any retired colleagues 
were also able to attend the occasion. 

Mr Dirkzwager outlined Mr Aarsen 's career, 
starting and ending in the Algemene Waken 
Department of KPM. This was no easy 
task in view of the changes brought by 
45 years. M any people came and went, but 
Mr Aarsen remained as firm as a rock. 

Personal messages were received from Mr 
Delprat and Mr Roell, who came to know 
Mr Aarsen well during their terms o f office 
as KPM Board Chairmen. Two former 
bosses - Mr Lucas and Jhr S.G. van 
Weede. were present in person. with the 
latter saying a few well-chosen words 
about how close ly and pleasantly Mr 
Aarsen had always co-opera ted. 

Finally Mr Aarsen explained tha t this fare
well was not for ever. He said that as he 
had been asked to compose an outline of 
KPM's postwar history, he would still be 
seen at the office occasional ly . 

CHASED BY A WATERSPOUT FLEET FACTS 
Waterspouts are not infrequently seen at sea. They are gyrating 
columns of mist. spray and water. produced by the action o f a 
w hirlwind on a portion of the sea and the clouds immediately 
above it. 
It 1s more unusual to be chased by a waterspout, and this is what 
happened to Straat Fiji a few months ago as she was at the entrance 
to the Malacca Straits. sailing eastw ards. 
The ship took avoid ing action as the wat erspout came up from 
behind at a fast rat e (the Straat Fiji was doing about 18 knots) . 
Chief Officer J.W .F. van Hummel (now on Straat Hobart) took a 
photograph which shows how close the waterspout was to the 
stern as the ship swung round. 

Sklerion (Greek flag. balespace 690.000 cu.ft. SOW 15.005 
It) has been chartered for the early February EA FS ( Far 
East-East Africa) / Westbound sai ling (ETD Japan 5/ 2) . 
The vessel was delivered at Yokohama on January 20 and 
wi ll be re-del ivered at Beira in mid-March. 
The following tonnage switches will be effected: 
Straat Clement upon completion of her westbound SAFS 
(South Africa-Far East) voyage in Africa in mid-March. 
will give the March Eastbound A NZS {Africo-New Zea
land ) sail ing instead of Straat Madura. 
Straat Madura, wi ll be transferred into CHEAS (China
East Africa) in p lace of Tjiliwong, which will be worked 
back to the Far East as an extra sailing. 
Straat Rio sailed from South Africa to Japan on a voyage 
speeded up by 14 days in order to be able to undergo 
DMO in Japan and then make one round trip in SAFS-M 
in mid-March, instead of t he early April sai l ing in SAFS-E. 
Straat Futami, after return to Japan in ASAS (Far East
Africa-South America) following DMO in Japan, will give 
the mid-March sailing from Japan in SAFS-M. 
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GOODBYE 

OLD 

FRIEND 

On January 18th M anaging Directors 
held a farewell luncheon to mark the 
ret irement of one of AIL's stalwarts 
for over 30 years, Mr H.F. Veugelers, 
Manager of Conferences, Tariffs and 
Agencies Department for the past 
12 years. 

In his address to Mr Veugelers, Mr 
van K retschmar (in the absence of 
Mr Terwogt) said t hat this was a 
special day for both Mr Veugelers and 
himself. as this was Mr Veugelers' 
last day in the office and Mr van 
Kretschmar's first time to address a 
retiring ho mestaff member. 

Continu ing, Mr van Kretschmar sa id 
that this was also a special day for 
RIL from the historical point of view, 
as it marked the end of the career 
of the last pre-war J CJL home staff 
member. 

Mr Veugelers joined the then Java
China-Japan Line in the Netherlands 
East Indies, in 1941 . He worked for 
a short time in the accounts depart
ment and then joined the army. He 
was made a prisoner of war before 
long. When the war finished he 
reported for duty again at t he com
pany's office in Batavia . He was then 
sent by the Tjisadane to Holland and 
worked for two years in the Amster
dam office, during w hich period he 
also got married. 
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Mr Veugelers was next posted to 
Tokyo for a few months, t hen to 
Shanghai for 1 t years. coming to 
Head Office in Hong Kong in 1950. 
Postings in Kobe. Djakarta and Tokyo 
followed: at the end of 1959 Mr 
Veugelers was posted to the then 
Planning. Conferences and Tariffs 
Department, of w hich he became 
Manager in 1961 . Later t his became 
Conferences, Tariffs and Agencies 
Department. 

Mr van Kretschmar mentioned that 
Mr Veugelers was known in inter
national circles as well as in the 
Company. since he had on several 
occasions been a member of the 
Dutch delegations to ECAFE. 

After 30 years of life and work bound 
up with RIL, Mr van Kretschmar 
said he could well imagine that the 
question of the future was weighing 
rather heavily 011 Mr Veugeler's mind. 
But he said that he was sure the fact 
that he could lead a fu ller fami ly life. 
more united with his children, w hile 
embarking on a new and interesting 
job, would prove sufficient com
pensation for leaving RIL and the 
Far East behind him. 

Finally on behalf of t he Board, Mr 
Terwogt and his colleagues. Mr van 
Kretschmar thanked Mr Veugelers 

for his devotion to the Company over 
so many years. 

In his reply Mr Veugelers said that 
at t he t ime he joined the Company 
no new staff could come out to the 
East Indies f rom Europe because of 
the war. This made him one of few 
home staff members employed out
side the Netherlands. Other peoples' 
bad luck had turned out to be his 
own good luck, he said. 

On re flection, M r Veugelers con
t inued. he had generally had a very 
good and pleasant time in and out 
side the Company during his years 
with RIL. It was quite an upheaval 
to leave well known surroundings 
and friends. However, he was looking 
forward to a new life. He and his 
wife had never lived in the Nether
lands and that in itself would be a 
cha llenge, something unknown. 

Mr Veugelers w ill be taking up the 
post of Onderdi recteur of the Neder
landsche Stoomvaart- Maatschappij 
"OCEAAN " NV. and M eyer & 
Co's Scheepvaart Maatschappij at 
Amsterdam. His new office will be 
close to the Scheepvaarthuis and he 
hopes to maintain his links with RIL 
and o ld friends. 



SHIP PLAYS SANTA 

Who would not like to be Father Christmas? When Straaat Hong Kong was instructed to play the part on behalf 
of RIL, the ship really entered into the spirit of the occasion. 

During the past few years, the Company has had occasion to be grateful several times to the RAF Station on the 
Isle of Gan (Addu Atoll) which has given invaluable medical service when officers and crew have needed emergency 
treatment.* By w ay of saying thank you and expressing their deep appreciation, RIL decided to send a 'Christmas 
hamper' full of seasonal goodies, and Captain J.J.E.M . Bruyn was elected Father Christmas, as his ship was to pass 
near by on just about the right date. He reports overleaf . .. .. 

* Just before Straat Hong Kong's call
on 10th December- Straat Tow a landed 
Sailor Lo Pak Tim for urgent treatment, yet 
another man who has cause to be grateful 
to the RAF. 

1-\NTA 

Written and depicted by Old Santa Bruyn himself. 

-
K .I. l 

Thanks to the beautiful 
accurate tracings of Mr 
Chan Yui Kwei (TO), we 
are able to reproduce the 
original pencil drawings. 
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( contd.) 

. . . learned we had to call at Gan. 
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. .. cried in vain co make contact ... 

" We all entered into this thing with 
the spirit it required . While at Dur
ban, purchases were made for items 
not usually found in a cargo-vessel's 
stores (peaches, lobster tails, ginger 
from Lourenco Marques) , and Messrs 
Dusty Miller at Durban provided a 
packing-case. (Other items were 
whiskey, cognac, Bokma, Gouda and 
Edam cheese, chocolates, sweets, 
smoked sausages and Dutch cigars). 

ETA at Gan was established at 0700 
on 11th December. Radio Officer R.A. 
van der Made tried in vain to make 
contact w ith Gan direct, but suc
ceeded at last via Mauritius and we 
arranged to rendezvous with an RAF 
launch outside the Gan Channel at 
0710. 

The packing-case turned out to be 
too bulky for landing on to a launch 
and we had to look round for other 
means: used tea chests proved to 
be a better proposition, but packing 
presented some problems. With 
carefu l stowing, the problem was 
solved in just three cases. These 
were wrapped in Sisalcraft Paper 
and finally strapped with band-iron. 
Chief Steward SG Sin King Fai, Store 
Attendant Wan Fuk Lun and Cassab 

. . . succeeded at last .. . 

Lo Man had a busy time. Packing 
started on the 1Oth and perishables 
were kept in cold storage until the 
rendezvous. 

VHF contact was established at 0600 
on 11th; the weather was fine w ith 
a freshening westerly breeze and the 
sea becoming a little choppy. We 
arranged that we would make Icc 
on our portside and that the launch 
would come alongside, next to No. 5 
hold . Manoeuvring started at 0711 : 
we turned to starboard, whi le the 
launch closed in on the portside. The 
cases which had been brought up on 
deck were placed in a store-loading 
tray, and Managing Directors' letter 
was attached. 

Boatswain Leung Kui Hung on deck 
and Cassab Lo Man in the crane on 
No. 5 hatch busied themselves under 
the instructions of Chief Officer H.V. 
Lijding to lower the tray safely on the 
foredeck of the launch. Due to the 
different movements of the launch 
and ship, this proved to be not as 
easy as it looked, but after one or two 
attempts they were successful. The 
packages were offloaded and the tray 
hoisted back. 'Finished manoeuvring ' 
at 0726." 



Packing presented some problems ... 

The following cable was later re
ceived :-

THE STATION COMMANDER, OF
FICERS, AND AIRMEN OF RAF GAN 
WISH TO THANK ALL ABOARD 
STRAAT HONGKONG AND THE 
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF 
ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINES FOR 
YOUR VERY GENEROUS CHRIST
MAS PRESENT STOP OUR ENJOY
MENT OF CHRISTMAS ON OUR 
ISOLATED ISLAND WILL BE EN
HANCED AS MUCH BY THE CON
TENTS OF YOUR HAMPER AS 
BY THE KIND THOUGHT WHICH 
PROMPTED THE GIFT STOP ALL 
ON GAN WISH YOU AND YOURS 
A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR STOP IT 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF THE 
TEXT OF THIS MESSAGE COULD 
BE TRANSMITTED TO YOUR OWN
ERS 

It seems to have been more a case 
of 'Heave ho' than 'Yo ho ho' on 
board Straat Hong Kong, but the 
right spirit was there . 

. . . the problem was solved ... ... and three cases did hold everything . 

. . . after one or two attempts ... . . . were successful . 

29 



THE VINTA 

When steaming through the placid 
waters of the Philippine archipelago, 
nothing attracts the eye more than 
the Vintas with their colourful sails. 
Often the wildest patterns and the 
brightest colours are displayed. 

A fragile boat dwarfed by a sail with bold geometrical designs 

The Vinta is a paddling or sailing 
canoe w ith double outriggers, seen 
mainly in the Basilan Strait off 
Zamboanga, in the Moro Gulf and 
Sulu archipelago, in the southern 
Philippines. In the old days, they 
carried lantakas, small brass cannons 
with which the Samals battered the 
Spanish stone fortifications guarding 
Christian settlements along the trade 
routes. Today, the Samals are among 
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the peaceful Moros who sail with 
copra and fish , occasionally diving 
from the prows of their vintas to seek 
the fabulous pearls of the Sulu Sea. 

The canoe is a dugout, the sides of 
which are raised by planks; the stem 
and stern are forked, the lower point 
being horizontal. On the stem, a tail
shaped splashboard is fastened, and 
the stern is sometimes adorned with 
woodcarving. The central portion of 
the boat is decked by portable split 
bamboo matting or nipa leaves. The 
mast is a tripod of bamboos. Bamboo 
is also utilized for the yards, to which 
the sail is sewn with coir yarn, and 
for the partly supported outriggers . 

Without the outriggers, the narrow 
dugout with its large sails would 
soon capsize. The sail too is made 
of the lightest material. Long leaves 
of grass are made into tassels
called Jambul- which are tied to 
the corners of the sails and fly in the 
wind as the vinta glides over the 
water. The boat is kept on course by 
a paddle near the stern. 

Vintas can only sail with fair winds 
and cannot beat against the wind. 
This, however, is not a problem . The 
Mora, or Muslim Filipino sails off 
to the fishing grounds in the early 
morning with a favourable landbreeze, 
and returns with his catch to the 

beaches in the afternoon with an 
even stronger seabreeze. Paddling
with inherent slow progress- is the 
alternative to sailing . (Some vintas, 
used for transport, are now fitted 
with outboard motors) . 

The small sailing vinta attains high 
speeds and skims (or is it planing, 
surfing, or wave-riding?) in only a 
moderate breeze, and is almost in
stantly stopped when the enormous 
sail is dropped . 

Here are two vintas with a 'Straat A' 
speeding along in the background. It 
is like a crossroads: the ancient and 
the modern . 

C. Baak (C apt., retired) 
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N . 
IS 

for 

New 

When designing and selecting the 
many different parts of an installation 
for new ships it is a challenge for an 
engineering department to obtain an 
installation which is economical and 
easy to operate- not only for the 
time being but also for the foresee
able future. 

The machinery arrangement of the 
" Straat N" -ships was designed to 
meet the request for an engine room 
which could remain unattended under 
favourable conditions . This involves 
being able to manoeuvre and control 
the main engine from the bridge. The 
bridge control is achieved with a 
Controllable Pitch Propeller (CPP) 
which makes it very simple for the 
deck officer to navigate the ship 
merely by moving a small handle 
forwards or backwards. 

With this CPP, the main engine is 
normally running in one direction 
with fixed revolutions which makes 
it possible to install a shaft alternator 
with direct AC electric power supply 
to the main switchboard. 

This direct connection on the line 
without special complicated fre-
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quency precautions is another un
usual feature. 

The electrical energy is generated 
from the main engine working on 
low cost heavy fuel oil. 

As the shaft alternator is of ample 
capacity, the auxiliary diesel engines 
need not be used at sea, which again 
saves maintenance costs. 

This means it will be possible to re
cover the extra investment costs of 
the CPP in due course. 

An "unattended" engine room re
quires a rather extensive and reliable 
warning-installation which must g ive 
the engineer outside the engine room 
quick and accurate information about 
any abnormal situation in any part 
of the equipment. 

An audible warning sounds for the 
engineer on duty. 

As soon as he enters the engine 
room, he will find a group monitoring 
panel giving information about the 
location of the abnormal condition 

and he will be able to go straight 
away to the right place as indicated 
by a so-called "local panel". 

Seriously abnormal conditions which 
can directly influence the propulsion 
of the ship are also brought to the 
bridge as a "reduce power" alarm. 

By reducing the pitch angle of the 
propeller the output of the main 
engine is decreased and possible 
serious damage to the engine may 
be prevented . 

To avoid completely dismantling the 
CPP and withdrawal of the tailshaft 
for the four-yearly tailshaft inspection 
requ ired by the Classification Society, 
the stern tube bearing can be re
moved in the tube-shaped tunnel 
(see layout drawing). 

It is hoped that this machinery in
stallation will work to the satisfaction 
of the many, many skilled engineers 
of our company and that the un
manned engine-room will also make 
a positive contribution to the social 
life on board. 

A .A. Nagelkerke/C.J.P. Rutten . 





GOOD CHEER! 

At the end of December the crew of Tjiluwah held a 
farewell party. Judging by the photograph and also the 
stories R I L Post has received this was an extremely cheer
f ul affair. 

MR. HANDEL RETIRES 

When the Sydney office had its 
annual Christmas party this year. a 
special period was set aside for a 
presentation to be made to Mr K.F. 
Handel w ho was to retire on 31st 
December after 41 years of service. 
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Mr W ever, Gen
eral M anager for 
Australia & New 
Zealand, spoke at 
l ength of Mr 
Handel's very long 
se r vice. during 
which he rose to 
the position of 
Assistant General 
M anager. 

A large oi l painting 
was presented on 
behalf of Nedlloyd 
(Mr Handel looked 
after the VNS in
terests for many 
years). t oge ther 
with a letter of 
co mmendatio n 
from M a nag ing 
Directors in Hong 
Kong. 

Mr A.F. Hayward 
read out the many 
co ngr a tul a tory 
t e I e grams, a fter 
w hich the Chair
man of t he Social 
C lu b, Mr P. F. 
Kingsmill present
ed a lu xurious 
armchair on behalf 
of the staff. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr W .M. de Haan ( Board of Directors. NSU ). accom
panied by Mrs de Haan flew on t he inaugural KLM flight 
from Holland, arrived in Hong Kong on 21st January, and 
returned on 29th January. 

Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar (Managing Director) left Hong 
Kong on 29th January for a week's visit to Sydney. 

Mr G. Kasteleijn (Managing Director) flew t o Holland on 
21st January on the inaugural KLM flight from Hong Kong, 
return ing on 1st February. 

Mr H. Wever (General Manager for Australia & New 
Zealand ) called at Hong Kong for discussions in mid
January. on his way back from leave. 

MrS. Bakker took over as M anager. HK HO CTA on 21st 
January, on the departure of Mr H.F. Veugelers on retire
ment. 

Mr P. van Schaardenburg took over on 16th January as 
M anager for South A merica in place of Mr J . Dekker, who 
left on retirement. 

Mr H. Noort (HK HO TO) left Hong Kong on 10t h January 
for a three-week business trip to Singapore. 

FAMILY NEWS 

New Arrivals 
Mr Yeung Sum W ing (HKMH) : a daughter, Yeung Wai Kwan, on 
July 29, 1971 . 
Mr Chan Tak Tung ( HKM H) : a daughter, Chan Wai Ting, on October 
6, 1971 . 
Mr Lo Kwan Wai ( HKMH) : a daughter, Lo Mei M ei, on October 10, 
1971. 
Mrs Ng Siew Hua (Smgapore) : a son, Reuben Ng Lee Kwong. on 
December 5, 1971. 
Mr Leung Ping Kai ( HKM H) : a son, Leung Wai Shing, on December 
21 , 1971. 

Weddings 

4th Engineer W.J.M. Uytterhoeven ( leave) to Miss A.M. Wolfert 
on December 8 at Terneuzen. 
4th Engineer A . Bovenschen (leave) to Miss N.H. Hiensch on 
December 10 at Veenendaal. 
Mr H. Stnjd (Amsterdam) to Miss E. Jager ( typist Amsterdam 
office) on December 14. 
2nd Officer D.B. Kubbe ( leave) to Miss J . Heuvelink on December 
16 at Arnhem. 
3rd Engineer W . van Eyndhoven ( leave) to Miss K. D. Nerad on 
December 18 at Chtcago lllino1s ( USA) . 
5th Engineer J .L. Streur (leave) to Miss S.M . M acdonald on 
December 20 at Voorburg. 
3rd Officer T.P. van der Heyden ( leave) to Miss J .E. Johnson on 
December 21 at Den Haag. 
Acting 3rd Engineer P.E. HUizing (Houtman) to Miss C.M . Konings 
on December 21 at Mombasa. 
2nd Engineer H. Verburg (Straat A lgoa) to Miss E.C. Boot on 
December 23 at A lphen a/ d Rijn 



FAREWELL MR OUDEMAN 
On December 15th, a great many 
members of the Amsterdam staff 
gathered in the 'Grote Vergaderzaal' 
to pay t ribute to Mr Oudeman and 
his w ife, because t he former w as to 
retire on a w ell-ea rned pension on 
t he 31st. 

M r Oudem an jo ined t he Company in 
1947 and was posted to the Pension
fund department, becoming Admin
istrator of t he Pension-fund on 1st 
October, 1957. During his 24 yea rs 
there, quite a lot has been changed 
in t he pension field, at first because 
following t he pension-fund law of 
the early fifties, the RIL pension-fund 
became a separate inst itut ion. W ith 
the grow t h in the numbers of per
sonnel, the scope of the pension-fund 
also increased. 
Though possibly only a few readers 
of RIL Post realize this, a good deal 
of w ork has to be done to keep the 
regulations up to date, and effi cient 
investment of the money is required 
to secure the pensions of all con
cerned. 
Because of the merger with KPM, 
Mr Oudeman also became admin
istrator of the KPM pension-fund, 
increasing the responsibility of his 
department by over 100%. 
So much for t he g rowth of his 
responsibil ities, but as a person Mr 
Oudem an's scope of interest has 
been far beyond his job. Because of 
the f act t hat he is quite experienced 
in the field of real estate, he has 
assisted numerous members of sea
going, home and Amsterdam staff in 
buy ing a house and arranging for a 
mortgage. It is not known how many 
t housands of guilders Mr Oudeman 
has saved for those concerned by 
his businessl ike approach, but it must 
have been qu ite a sizeable sum. 
A ll t hose w hom he has helped and 
all with w hom he has worked w ill 
w ish Mr Oudeman and his fam ily a 
happy fut ure. 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 
On 1Oth J anuary, messages were 
broadcast by Radio Nederland to 
Straat Agulhas, Straat Talbot and 
St raat Lombok. They had been pre
recorded in Hol land by relatives of 
officers on board. 

A RACE TO THE ALTAR 
From Captain A.M. Frigge of Straat Le 
Maire comes this story of a race against 
time when Second Officer J.A.J.P. van Riet 
and Miss J.F.M. van Wegberg got married 
at Dar-es-Salaam on 10th December:
"There was a rea l good atmosphere on 
board Straat Le Maire when she arrived 
in Dar-es-Salaam in the afternoon of 9th 
December. Without any delay we got a 
pilot, who berthed us at A-berth in the 
harbour. 
The next day our Second Officer was to 
be married in Dar-es-Salaam to Miss van 
Wegberg who would arrive from Holland 
the same night. Of course, some plans had 
been made on board, but due to crew 
changes, the town and date for the wed
ding had been unknown until the last few 
days. 

So now we had some time to organize 
things. but with a shock realised that all 
offices and shops were closed, because 1t 
was the Tenth Anniversary of Tanzania's 
Independence Day. 
Fortunately, the agent- who had already 
been in formed by cable- had been able 
to make appointments for Second Officer 
van Rie t with the Registry Office and so
licitor. in order that the wedding cou ld 
take place on the l Oth. 

In the meantime, things could be discussed, 
and after a very busy morning with the 
agents and everyone concerned, the cere
mony w as arranged for 1400 hours- just 
in time be fore the Regist ry Office closed 
at 1415! 

The agent had ordered three cars to take 
the young couple, witnesses and officers 
to the Registry Office. To be exactly on 
time, the cars had been ordered at the 
J etty for 1330 hours. At 1315 on the dot, 
the dressed motor- launch came alongside 
but on arrival at the jetty, there were no 
cars waiting. It appeared that nearly all 
the main roads had been closed because 
Presiden t Nyerere was making a tour of 
the city, and the cars had been unable to 
reach the jetty. 

As soon as this news reached Mr Luis. 
acting Manager of the State Trading Cor
poration ( AI L's agents). he immediately 
took action and in a very short whi le he 
had o rganized a dressed Company car for 
the brida l couple, whi lst us1ng his own car 
and that of Mr Munis to bring the witnesses 
and officers to the Registry Office. For all 
the cars, it became a very speedy drive 
through all the back streets of Dar-es
Salaom to get there in time, but they made 
it and the weddmg ceremony was able to 
take place. After only fifteen minutes, the 
happy couple drove with everybody back 
to the jetty, where the launch waited to 
take them back to the sh;p. On board, 
everything was in readiness for a reception 
and a very nice wedding dinner. 
We have yet to find out w ho was more 
relieved. the brida l couple or the o rganizers 
on board, that the race against the c lock 
had been won and that the wedding fina lly 
took place 

We are 1ndeed grateful to Mr Luis and his 
staff in Dar-es-Salaam for their enormous 
assistance. Wi thout them, we are sure that 
the wedding cou ld not have taken place 
at such short notice. 

Many thanks also to Amsterdam and 
Mombasa off1ces for their cooperation." 

COMPANY CALENDAR 

The 1972 AIL Calendar has certainly made 
its mark- albeit a black one for the 
more conservative! Camera enthusiasts are 
particularly excited over the unusual photo
graphs used for the two-coloured pictures 
of aspects of the fleet. Public discuss1on 
has shown that, whatever the reaction. the 
AIL Calendar cannot be ignored. 

Here 1s one boy's request which met w1th 
an immediate response:-

" / have much pleasure in understanding 
that your company will issue a lot of 
precious calendars this year I should 
be most grateful indeed if you would 
let me share a copy of it. " 

FISH DINNER ANYBODY ? 

Fifth Engineer M.Th.M. Hengeveld on 
board Houtman just had to grab his 
camera when Chief Steward Tang 
Tung caught this enormous garoupa 
at Port Reitz (Mombasa) . The mon
ster weighed over 350 lbs. 
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NEW PERSONNEL 
A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
personnel who recently took up employment: 
Mr W .H.M . W eteling " Reizend lnspecteur" Civie le Dienst 

PROMOTION 
Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
were promoted to 5th Engineers: 
Mr R.J . Bersma as from 20/ 9/71 

.. R. Hofland 26/ 10/ 71 

.. D. Jongeling 13/ 8/ 71 

.. W . Kars 28/ 8/71 

.. J .A . van Oortmerssen 31 / 8/ 71 

.. A .A . van Pel 2/10/71 

.. J .M . Schamper 14/ 9/ 71 

and to the following who were promoted as from January 
1st 1972: 
to 2nd Engineer 
to 4th Engineers 

G. Feringa 
P.F. van den Blink 
D.J .C. Scholtsz 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 
Our congratulations go to the following 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

officers. who 

Mr L.J.P.W . Hilckmann 2nd Officer 
.. J .F. Huizenga 
.. R. Rijckaert 
.. J .F.E. van Dijk 
.. Th.P. van der Heyden 
.. D.J . de Jong 

G. Koster 
.. S.J . Swaerts 
.. A .O. Vuurens 
.. J.H. Saat 
.. K.J .A . Bouma 
.. G. Feringa 
.. P.F. van der Blink 
.. A .J .M . Claesen 
.. A . Roozendaal 

LEAVE 
Mr M.F. Gout 

.. P.J. van Leeuwen 

.. F. van der Linden 

.. J . Ozinga 

.. A. Treffers 

.. P.F. Bijl 

.. W.Th. Breeder 

.. P.G.A. Gerretsen 

.. P.G. Langeveld 

.. A .Ch.O. M eynderts 

.. J. Tj. Wouda 

.. L.J.M. Bauman 

.. H. van de Beek 

.. M . Boomgaard 

.. W .E. Creyghton 

.. J.P.G. Florie 

.. J. Vlugter 

.. R.J . Zwiers 

.. H.J . Nieuwland 

.. J.C.M . Noordermeer 

.. D.G. van Bennekom 

.. J.W . Ruck 

.. J.M . Schaap 

.. A .J . Smits 

.. Sjoerd H.J . Vell inga 

.. R.C. Lammeree 

.. J . de Vos 

.. G. Derks 

.. H.L. van Riel 

.. R. Visser 

.. J .H. W eggen 
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3rd 

Ch. Eng'i'neer 
2nd 

4th 

Ch. Officer 

2nd Officer 

3rd 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Th.l 
II 
II 
II 
Th.ll 
II 
II 
c 
B 
B 
A 
A 
A 

15/ 12/71 
10/ 11 / 71 
25/ 11/ 71 
13/ 12/ 71 
15/ 11 / 71 
7/ 12/71 

10/ 12/ 71 
23/ 12/ 71 
29/ 11 / 71 
22/ 11 / 71 
15/ 11 / 71 
20/ 12/ 71 
24/ 11/ 71 

9/ 12/ 71 
17/ 11 / 71 

Those who returned are: 
Mr H.L. Brandes Ch. Officer 

.. G. Daman 

.. H.A. van Geldere 

.. H.K. Kruk 

.. R.J . Piso 
H. Samson 

.. R. van Willigenburg 

.. P.O. Algra 2nd 

.. L.J.P.W . Hi lckmann 
H. Roorda 

J.F. van Santen 
.. A.J .M. van Schijndel 
.. F.L.N. van der Ven 
.. A.O. Aardse 3rd 

R.Th. Kerkhoff 
.. S.J. Swaerts 

M .H. de Vries 
A.O. Vuurens 
H.H. van der Wilt 
W .J . Fokker 4th 

.. J .B.L. Klaassen 

.. A .W . Rietman .. 

.. G. Feringa 2nd Engineer 

.. C.F.H.G.M. van den 
Goorbergh 

.. A.A.C.M. Wouters 

.. P. Huigen 3rd 

.. P.L.Ph. Otter 

.. D. van de Vlies 

.. A.J .M. Claesen 4th 

.. D.M. Conijn 

.. H.C. Haas 

.. F.W . van Lienden 

.. H.C. Visser 

.. W. Kars 5th 

.. R. Wiegers 

.. W.W. Luikinga 

.. P.C. de Moor 

.. J .M . Schamper 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

posted to 
Straat Cook 
Safocean Auckland 
Straat Clarence 
Safocean 

Amsterdam 
Nieuw Holland 
Straat Frazer 
Straat Futami 
Straat Kobe 
Straat Johore 
Supercargo 

C. & K. Unity 
Straat Agu lhas 
Straat Cook 
Straat Frazer 
Straat Fremantle 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Tauranga 
Safocean Auck land 
Tjitarum 
Straat Hongkong 
Straat Talbot 
Straat Towa 
Tjiwangi 
Straat Fushimi 

Straat Nassau 
Straat Bali 
Straat Johore 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Franklin 
Tji liwong 
Straat Futami 
Straat Cook 
Straat Florida 
Straat Talbot 
Straat Luanda 
Straat Futami 
Straat Florida 
Straat Madura 
Straat Cook 

Captain H.N. Schepman, Master STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE went on 
home leave . 
Captain M . Peddemors was posted to STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE 
following home leave . 
Captain S.Tj. Doornbos. Master STRAAT A LGOA went on home 
leave and was subsequently reposted. 
Captain J.J.E.M. Bruyn, Master STRAAT HONG KONG went on 
home leave. 
Captain E. Pels was posted to STRAAT HONG KONG fo llowing 
home leave. 
Captain J.J. van Nus, Master STRAAT MAGELHAEN went on home 
leave. 
Captain W.C. Bouter was posted to STRAAT MAGELHAEN fol
lowing home leave . 
Captain N. Kroone, Master STRAAT RIO w as transferred to 
STRAAT FUTAMI. 
Captain P. Maas was posted to STRAAT RIO following home leave. 
Captain B. den Hoed. Master STRAAT FUTAMI went on inter
mediate leave. 
Captain E.P. Heileman. Master of STRAAT TALBOT went on inter
mediate leave . 
Captain M .M . Adamse was posted to STRAAT TALBOT following 
home leave. 
Captain L.P. Weststrate, Master of STRAAT CLARENCE was trans
ferred to TJIBANTJET . 
Captain F.W. Kaptijn. Master of T JIB ANT JET was transferred t o 
STRAAT CLARENCE . 
Captain Th.H. Rappard. Master of STRAAT JOHORE went on sick 
leave. 



Ch1ef Officer W . Flach of STRAAT CUMBERLAND was temporarily 
appointed Act. CapUlin STRAAT JOHORE and subsequently reverted 
to his substantive rank. 
Captain M .J . Taal w as posted to STRAAT JOHORE following home 
leave. 
Captain H. Pronk, Master of TJ IMANUK went on home .leave. 
Captain S. Westerweel was posted to TJ IMANUK followmg home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer A.M . I'Herminez of STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE w ent 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Birza w as posted to STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer F.L.Th.M . Pietersma was posted to STRAAT KOREA 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer A. Geurts of STRAAT FIJI went on home leave: 
Chief Engineer R. Jonker was posted to STRAAT FIJI followmg 
sick leave. 
Chief Eng1neer G.H. Menses o f STRAAT COOK went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer E.M. van de Ven was posted to STRAAT COOK 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Dirkse w11s posted to Newly-Bui lt STRAAT 
NASSAU, following home leave. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 
Mr P.A . Saman was transferred from Hong Kong Head Office after 
subsequent home leave to Yokohama Supt. 
Jhr J .B. van der Wyck was transferred from Hong Kong MH to 
Penang. 

, . 

TEMPORARY POSTING ASHORE OF SHIP'S PERSONNEL 

Ch1ef Engineer A.M.P. van der Avert to HK HO TO. 

IN MEMORIAM 

W e announce with regret the deaths of the following:-

H. Henn1nk (retired Chief Engineer, KPM) at Bilthoven, on December 
4, aged 74. 
W . Hoekstra (reti red Chief Engineer, KJCPL) at Gouda, on December 
9, aged 69. 
H.A.B. Koopman (retired Employe, KPM ) at Amsterdam, on Decem
ber 9. aged 78. 
J . Sti l (retired Adjunct-chef, KPM) at Wenum, on December 25, 
aged 68. 
W P. Hagenzieker (retired Chief Engineer. KPM) at Doorwerth. on 
December 30, aged 80. 
G. Riemsma (retired Chief Engineer. KPM ) at Groningen, on Decem
ber 30, aged 76. 
R.J. Voll (retired Heademploye, KPM ) at Capelle a/ d IJssel, on 
December 31 , aged 72. 
H.R. Anakotta ( retired employe, RIL) at Hong Kong on January 2, 
aged 55. 

Mr Yeung Kwai Ning 

It IS with much regret that w e have to report the sudden 
death on 31st December, whilst on duty in the kitchen of 
HK HO, of Mr Yeung Kwai Ning, Pantryman, aged 56. 
Mr Yeung, who was known to many as the expert behind the 
scenes who produced the well -known delicious 'small chow' 
for RIL parties, started his career with the Company in 1946 
aboard ship, left the sea in 1958. and had worked in the 
kitchen of lnterocean House ever since. He was a well
balanced, quiet man. and he wi ll be much missed by his 
colleagues who had come to rely on his even temper and his 
delibera te, w ell-organized way of working. 
Our sympathy goes to his wife, three sons and a daughter. 

37 



25TH ANNIVERSARY Captain M .M . Adamse Accompanied by his wife and two children, Captain 
Adamse (on Home Leave) came on board Tjiluwah on 
6th December at Sydney to celebrate his twenty-fifth 
Service Anniversary, which fell due just two days before. 
His close relatives, colleagues from other vessels, and 
senior Sydney office staff were also present. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 

Captain J.A. Haringsma 

The weather in Hong Kong on 5th 
January was cold and grey, but in
side the messroom of Straat van 
Diemen the atmosphere was warm 
and friendly during the celebration 
of Captain Haringsma's 25th service 
anniversary. Visiting shore staff, as 
well as officers and wives from 
Nieuw Holland. Tjiwangi, Tjibantjet 
and Straat Towa all enjoyed the 
ship's hospitality. 

In his address, MrTerwogt mentioned 
how very quickly the Captain had 
made promotion in the earl ier stages 
of his career after joining the KPM 
in December, 1946; he had had to 
wait longer before being promoted 
to Captain in 1963, and had entered 
the RI L fold fol lowing t he final merger 
in 1967. He had served on very many 
I<PM ships of every type, including 
some of the small coasters and river 
boats, and had commanded seven 
RIL vessels. 

There had been no dramatic happen
ings in Captain Haringsma's career. 
and this was as it should be, for all 
the ships he had commanded had 
been well run; he was a very good 
navigator, always pleasant and al
ways correct. His had been a good 
career and the Company always 
knew t hat t heir ships were in com
petent hands under his command. 
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Mrs Adamse was presented with a bouquet of flowers 
by Miss E. Browne (Sydney). 

The General Manager for Australia & New Zealand, Mr 
H. Wever, addressed the gathering and spoke of Captain 
Adamse's career which began as a Fourth Officer with 
KPM in 1946. He rose to the rank of Captain in 1962, 
and t ransferred to R I L at the time of the merger in 1967. 
Mention was made of the excellent service given by 
Captain Adamse on board Keerkring in 1960; the ship was 
then under special charter (transporting military personnel 
in East Indonesian waters) which gave rise to many prob
lems as a result of the difficult operating conditions. 

In his reply, Captain Adamse thanked all concerned for 
their help and assistance through the years, and made 
particular mention of Captain Maan who not only loaned 
his cap to Captain Adamse in order to complete his 
wedding rig, but had also ' loaned' Tjiluwah for this anni
versary celebration! 

So saying, Mr Terwogt presented a 
gold engraved watch on beha lf of 
t he Board of Directors and w it h t he 
compl iments of his colleagues. 

Following the reading of telegrams by 
Mr J .J . Leurs (Manager, PZ Officers) , 
Chief Officer J . Meyler made a very 
sincere speech on behalf of all t he 
officers, saying that on these occa
sions it was the custom to say many 
nice things about the 'Jubilaris' which 
might or might not be true. With 
their hands on their hearts, the 
officers of Straat van Diemen could 
vouch for the fact-even though they 
had known him only tor a few months 
-that he was a warmhearted human 

person who was w illing to listen to 
and understand t he problems of other 
people. The officers on board were 
proud of him and hoped that he 
would enjoy t heir present to him 
(binoculars) for many years to come. 

Capta in Haringsma had one more 
surprise presentation of a Chinese 
picture from Chief Steward J .G. Lo 
Chun Fai on behalf of the catering 
staff. 

In his reply, the Captain said that he 
had not expected it, but that h1s 
anniversary had turned out to be a 
really great moment and he thanked 
everyone for their kind words. 
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Everyone will be interested to 
see the new RIL vessels- the 
Straat N-s. Once the visible, 
external features have been 
appreciated, there will still be 
many unanswered questions for 
most observers. First of all, of 
course. the question of just how 
the ships wil l move and just 
what they w ill have in the way 
of special machinery arrange
ments. 

Next month we hope to take a 
look at both the Nieuw Holland 
and also some of the other 
fentures of the Straat N-s. In 
the meantime. just to get us 
underway. we have a most lucid 
description of what is being 
scrutinised in the picture on 
the righ t. Turn to pages 32 and 
33 for more deta ils . ... 
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