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... on DJAKARTA, formerly Batavia, capital city of Indonesia with a population of 4% millions. Speed Building 
houses the Owner's Representative. It is a big sprawling city where old and new go side by side. 



MESSAGE FOR 1 972 

It would be nice to be able to say 
in retrospect, " It was an uneventful 
year, all went according to plan .. .... 
Alas, this has never been possible 
and in any case is too much to 
expect of an organization which is 
rendering its services to a great num
ber of countries in various stages of 
political and economic development: 
countries with their own ambitions 
in the shipping industry, ambitions 
w hich in some cases are inspired by 
national pride and political considera
tions rather than economic necessity. 

A lso, considering the turbulent devel
opments in the shipping industry 
itself, which is making extreme 
demands on both management and 
personnel, and not least on t he 
financia l resources of all companies 
alike. we have reason to be thankful 
that notwithstanding all these dif
ficulties, we may look back on a year 
in which RIL held its own, thereby 
proving its unchanged viability and 
flexibility. 

The benefit of AIL's merging into 
NSU will to a large extent make itself 

.---------

FOCUS (opposite) 

A thirty-storey skyscraper contrasts 
with the famous Indonesian street 
cafes. A modern highway sweeps 
out to the suburb of Kebajoran-Baru 
but the main road of the old centre, 
the Djakarta-Kota remains much the 
same. The Djakarta Theatre was 
opened only in 1970 on the new 
modern trade centre, the Dja lan 
Thamrin with its circu lar ending. In 
the port of Tandjung Pnok, Straat 
Clarence discharges a vehicle for the 
waterworks, part of New Zealand 
aid: tea-chests roll up the quay on 
lorries. to be loaded tor New Zea
land: further down, a forklift truck 
handles drums. All this busyness 
does not affect the 'tukang-rokok' 
(cigarette se ller) who is sti ll to be 
lound even in modern Kebajoran
Baru. 

felt in the future, but it is worthy of 
note that the transfer of the fast 
cargo liners of the 'K-kerk' class from 
Nedlloyd to RIL has made it possible 
for us already to streamline our ser
vices; also that the employ of Nieuw 
Holland {the former Randfontein ) on 
the Australia/ Far East passenger 
berth will allow us to continue a 
service w hich has succeeded in per
petuating the very special place 
which Dutch passenger vessels have 
occupied in the heart of the Aus
tralian traveller ever since KPM com
missioned the old Nieuw Holland 
and Nieuw Zeeland in the twenties. 

Having arrived at t he threshold of 
the New Year, we pray that the world 
around will regain its san1ty and that 
conditions of peace wi ll prevail. No 
doubt 1972 will confront us with new 
challenges but we are confident that 
with your help we shall be able to 
cope. 

To all of you we extend our very best 
wishes for a truly happy 1972. 

M anaging Directors 

Straat Korea 

Nieuw Holland 

DIVERSIFICATION-NSU-WORKING GROUP 

'Diversification' is a term that has 
been used ever more frequently 
during the last few years. Under
standably, as nowadays people are 
thinking more and more about the 
idea of the spreading of investments 
over a variety of interests. 

NSU has already shown that all its 
eggs are not in one basket. ( If any
thing happens to t he basket, then all 
the eggs are gone!) . 

The division of NSU into various 
operating companies is a first step 
towards diversification. Develop
ments in shipping (e.g . the order of 
a LNG-tanker), on shore (interest 
in Panalpina) , and in tourism (co
operation of Nespanda with TU I) 
are all examples of a spreading of 
interests. This development is con
tinuing, and in order to make a study 
of and elaborate on the possibilities 

in this field-with a view to expan
sion-the NSU has set up a working 
group. Mr B.E. Ruys (Member of 
the Board of Directors) is acting 
as Cha irman of this Diversification 
Working Group. The other members 
are:-

Mr H. Baron Collot d'Escury 
K. Dirkzwager 
J. Groenendijk 
A .L. de Jong 
Dr A. van Putten 
Mr B.W .J . Steensma 
Drs A.J .D. Blom, Secretary 

It must be real ized that the results of 
th is working group will not be visible 
for a long time. Nevertheless, there 
will be great interest in seeing what 
th is group-composed of representa
tives of all the operating companies 
-will initiate. 
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" Sometimes we see a cloud that's dragonish; 
A vapour sometime like a bear or lion, 
A tower'd citadel, a pendant rock, 
A forked mountain, or blue promontory 
With trees upon' t ... " 

Shakespeare 

The clouds loom up and drift away; the seas grow mountainous and quieten down 
to creamy smoothness. Every voyage, every venture has its share of storms and 
tranquility. Whatever the prospect, the well-found RIL ship sails steadily on into a 
promising future. 



FLEET [)IST~IBUTION 

1971 has seen t he reorganization of many of RIL's liner services, and the finishing touches w ill be put in 1972 with 
the advent of t he four Straat N's, followed by the jumboization of four Straat F-ships. When these are fi tted into 
their schedules, the whole fleet w ill be streamlined to give maximum performance in a consolidated set of services, 
as follows:-

ASAS 

(F.E.-Africa-S. America) 

End month 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Napier 
Straat Nassau 

Mid-month 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Holland 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Honshu 

SAFS 

( S. Africa-F.E.) 

End month 
Straat Agulhas 
Straat Algoa 
Straat Fushimi 

Mid-month 
Straat Futami 
Straat Fiji 
Straat Florida 

FEW AS 
(F.E.-W. Africa) 

Straat Franklin 
Straat Frazer 
Straat Freetown 
Straat Fremantle 

CHIWAS 
(China-W. Africa) 

Straat Bali 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Towa 
Straat Van Diemen 

EA FS 
(F.E.-E. Africa) 

Straat Kobe 
Straat Korea 
Straat Rio 

CHEAS 
(China-E. Africa) 

Straat Lombok 
Straat Madura 
Straat Torres 

LA CAS 
(Latin Am.-F.E.) 
Wonogiri 
Wonorato 
Wonosari 
Wonosobo 

INDIAS 
(India-Australia) 
Straat Cook 
Straa t Johore 
Straat Singapore 

ASTS 
( Australia·Sing.-Thailand) 
Stroot Talbot 
Straat Tauranga 

NZEAS 
(N.Z.-E. Asia) 

Straat Chatham 
Straat Clarence 
Straat Cumberland 

AJHAS 
( Australia.Japan-H.K.) 
Nieuw Hol land 
Tjiwangi 

- ' _:~ . .1~<~ 

ANZS 
( Africa-N.Z.) 

Straat Clement 
S traa t Luzon 

EAAS 
(E. Africa-Australia) 

S traa t Lagos 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Luanda 

GESAS 
(Gulf-E/S. Africa) 

Houtman 

STDS 
(Sing.-Timor 0111) 

Musi 

NZUE 
(N. Zealand Unit Express) 

Straat Colombo 

SAFOCEAN 
( S. Africa-Australia) 

Safocean Adelaide 
Safocean Albany 
Safocean Amsterdam 
Safocean Auck land 

(Once again, Captain C. Baak (retired) has come up with another of his beautiful drawings to form the heading to 
our page. The map is a sinusoidal projection) . 
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FLAG FOR NSU 

On the initiative of RIL, an NSU 
flag h~s been designed, drawing the 
attentton of everyone dealing with 
vessels and offices of the various 
o perating companies to the fact that 
they form part of a bigger concern. 

The designer has succeeded in giving 
this flag a suitable symbolism: blue 
for the sea and sky, w hite for the 
land, and orange as the typical Dutch 
colour. The horizontal of the cross 
symbolizes the equator, and the ver
tica l is t he meridian of Rijswijk. 

The triangu lar design fo llows an 
almost forgotten use for flags
other than national flags- flown from 
traditional Dutch ships. 

This kind of f lag was long used for 
the 'society flags' by means of w hich 
Masters indicated the 17th Century 
M ercanti le Society in which they 
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were registered. Their purpose was 
the same as, for instance, the flying 
of a Hanseatic flag-to indicate that 
a vessel was part of a bigger or
gan ization, and t hus to enjoy more 
authority. 

Flags and Pennants 

To avoid wrong terminology: a flag 
expresses the identity of a nation, 
company, society or person. Its form 
can be square, rectangular, triangu lar 
or even semi-circular. A Pennant is 
generally in one, but never more 
than three colours, and its length is 
many t imes its height. A Burgee or 
Standard represents a coat-of-arms. 
A Banner is anything else which looks 
like a flag, for whatever purpose. 

The NSU flag, therefore, is no pen
nant but a flag. 

Flying on t he roof of HK HO 

FISH-EYE VIEW 

This interesting and unusual aspect 
of a RIL ship was photographed with 
the help of Captain H. Koch's fish
eye lens and Third Officer J . ten 
Kate's agility as he scrambled aloft 
on board Straat Towa. It looks even 
better in colour, as a glance at the 
cover of the latest Schedule Booklet 
will show. 



UNIT-LOADER 

1. 

2. 

FLEET FACTS 

Before sailing from Hong Kong on 
her first voyage in the New Zealand 
Unit Express Service (NZUE), the 
newly-jumboized Straat Colombo had 
her holds squared off, and she is now 
a complete unit-loading vessel. 

All the general cargo in Hong Kong 
was loaded on pallets (1) . For the 
New Zea land t rade. t he pallets are 
4' x 6' instead of the 4' X 8' com
monly used for carriage to Australia. 

Straat Colombo carries her own Fork 
lift Trucks on board- six Clark CY 
55 models (2) . 

Straat Nagasaki will be delivered 
towards the end of January and will 
proceed to the Far East via South 
Africa . She will give the early-March 
sail ing in the South Africa-Far East 
Service (SAFS-E). 

Tjimanuk made the December sai ling 
from Hong Kong to Australia in the 
A ustralia-Japan-Hong Kong Service 
(AJHAS) . 

Straat Clement w ill leave ASAS em
ploy at the end of January and will 
make t he early-February westbound 
sailing from Japan in t he Far East
Sout h Africa Service (SAFS-E) . 

Tjibantjet has been sold for cont inued 
trading and will be del ivered after 
completion of discharge in East 
Africa in February. 

C & K Unity (Greek flag, 13.080 
SOW . 574,000 cu.ft.) has been char
tered for a trip from Shanghai to 
West Africa. She was delivered at 
Hong Kong on 1Oth December and 
will be redelivered at Dakar about 
the end of February. 

7 



VISITORS ON BOARD I VASA' IN 1972 OR 1973 

Over ten years ago, RIL Post published an account of the 
salvaging of a wooden Swedish man-of-war which sank 
in Stockholm harbour in 1628. Her name was Vasa, and 
after ten years of constant care she is almost ready for 
public viewing:-

The 1 0-year wet period in the preservation of the 17th 
century Swedish warship Vasa, which has consisted of 
round-the-clock intermittent sprinkling with water, is ex
pected to end in the autumn of this year, which means 
that it may be possible to allow visitors on board the 
ship in 1972 or 1973. After the sprinkling has ended the 
necessary treatment w ill be continued when the museum 
is closed. The final treatment period will require an air 
conditioning installation to maintain an even humidity 
around the hull. The humidity, which is now 98 per cent, 
will first be lowered to 85 per cent, and then step by step 
to more normal figures. The greater part of the preserva
t ion period is now expected to have been completed 
within 12 years, compared with the 25-year period that 

is expected for the small cog found at Bremen in 1962, 
which is being preserved there. The rudder of the Vasa 
has now been re-fitted to her stern by means of new 
hand-wrought hinges, made in the original style, and 
mounted on t he rudder. The rudder had to be shipped in 
the 17th century way, with the aid of pulleys, as t here is 
no space for cranes or other modern lifting gear in the 
limited space at the after end of the ship. When the Vasa 
was found in 1956 the rudder was sti ll in its original 
position, but it was held by on ly one of its seven hinges, 
t he others having rusted away. It had, therefore, to be 
taken adrift and raised separately . This rudder is 34 ft. 
high, and 4 ft. 6 in. at its widest point. It weighs 3 tons, 
about half of which is wrought iron. As the rudder appears 
small for a ship of the Vasa's size-1300 tons displace
ment, 200 ft. long, beam 37 ft. and draught 16 ft .- it is 
believed that t hese 17th century ships were primarily 
manoeuvred w ith the sails while the rudder was used 
only for smaller alterations of course. Her steering engine 
consisted of a w hipstaff w hich is joined with and can be 
moved inside the forward part of t he heavy ti ller. In the 
upper gun deck t he 31-ft. w hipstaff runs through a wooden 
bearing, w hich is made as a lion's face, the w hipstaff being 
the tongue of t he lion. The helmsman moved the upper 
end of the w hipstaff to one side or the other at the same 
time as he pushed it downward or pulled it upwards 
through the bearing, and thus caused the t iller to move 
and turn t he rudder. The arrangement is not particularly 
efficient and it is thought that it must have been fairly 
dangerous for a helmsman in rough weather. The Vasa 
was 170ft. high from keel to masthead and carried 12,378 
sq. ft. of sail. She was armed with 64 guns. On her maiden 
voyage on August 10, 1628, she had sailed only a mile 
across Stockholm harbour when a puff of wind caught 
her, caused her to heel and then water poured through 
her open gun ports, capsizing and sinking her. She_ was 
raised in 1961, w hen her hull was found to be practically 
complete, apart from some damage due to attempted 
salvage in the 17th century. 

(from The Nautical Magazine) 
I_ ................. , ... _ .. _.._._..._.._.._.._._.._.._.._._._._._._._._._. _____ ._.._._.._.._ ..... , .......... _ ....... ~-------.-----------.---. .. ..,.. ...... .._ .. _._.._._._._._.._._._,._._._.._._._,._._.._._ ......... .._ 
I I 

!
1, TEN YEARS AGO :: 

From RIL Post , 1st January, 1962 ~ 

'"Leave them alone and they will come home . ~ 
1 So sang Be-peep to her sheep in the nursery-rhyme. We do not anticipate that the Rl l staff in Sydney followed her ~ 
1 example precisely, but it did look at one time as if 21 va luable Corriedale sheep were making a fruitless journey to • 

~
/ South America. ~ 

The sad story started in July when seventeen ewes and four rams from the "Corriedale Hills" stud embarked on board , 
, m .v . Straat Cumberland in Adelaide amid considerable publicity. There was even a television ' interview'. for these were 1, 
j the first S.A. Corriedale sheep ever to go to Argentina and their commercia l value was considerable. :• 
1. On arrival 1n Durban, this precious cargo was transferred to a quarantine-station to await the arrival of m.v . Tjisadane 1 
~ for the second half of the journey to Buenos Aires ~ 
) A ll went well until they arrived in South America where they were not allowed to disembark. Their papers were in :• 
1 order but they had violated thei r right of entry by landing on African soil while in transit. Meanwhile their food had • 
l d hd ••• 1 

run out an more a to be bought. ,-
1, Eventua lly the sheep arri ved back in South African waters. sti ll on board Tjisadane, w here eager buyers awaited them. i, 

Alas, they had eaten South American fodder and cou ld not be landed in South Africa! 
~ It really seemed then as though the little flock would complete the round trip, but as a result of urgent representations ~ 
1 the Minister of Agriculture allowed them to enter quarantine in Durban, prior to being sold there. ~ 
~ So the woolly passengers disembarked, with little more than a plaintive " Baal" at the vagaries of man.' 1 
............................................................... _._., ........................................... .......,.. .................................................................................................................................................................................. ~ 
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VISIT TO CHINA 

As Assistant Secretary to t he Hong 
Kong Table Tennis Association, Mr 
Chow Chun Kau ( HK MH) was one 
of the lucky men w ho were inv ited 
to Peking as observers of the Afro
Asian Table Tennis Friendship Invita
tion Tournament. 

Mr Chow, w ho is a keen table-tennis 
player (see October issue) found his 
monthlong visit a thrill ing experience: 
the emphasis of t he tournament was 
not so much on winning as on friend· 
ship, and he found it very stimulating. 

Something like 800 visitors, including 
50 competing teams, were present 
in the large indoor stadium, and 
honours eventua lly were divided be· 
tween China, Japan and Korea. 

Each visiting group was very well 
looked after, having one interpreter 
and two liaison officers to help 
them. All meals, laundry, haircuts 
and medical treatment were provided 
f ree of charge. and there was even a 
l ittle pocketmoney ' for postage'. A 
twenty-four hour restaurant service 
in the hotel ensured them food w hen· 
ever t hey were hungry. 

Apart from the excitements of the 
tournament, the visitors' time was 
full y occupied with sightseeing and 
excursions. Visits were made to such 
well·known attractions as the Palace 
Museum, the Ming Tombs and the 
Great Wall, and in addition they saw 
factories, communes, the Zoo and 
performances of Chinese Opera . For 
the latter, each foreigner was able 
to listen to the story of t he opera 
in his own language, by means of 
headphones. An unusual experience 
was to walk through the underground 
railway, which is as yet not open to 
the public. 

An even more unusual experience 
was a visit to a hospital w here an 
operation was being carried out 
with the patient anaesthetized with 
acupuncture, the Chinese system of 
treatment with fine needles. In an 
aston ishing scene, the su rgeon op
erated on the patient's neck, w hile 
she herself-evident ly w ithout pain 
- assisted in translating for the 
visitors' benefit! 

Welcome to a commune-Mr Chow is behind ( centre) 

The Capital Sports Stadium (which can be converted into an iced rome} holds 18,000 people 

After fourteen days in Peking, Mr 
Chow left for Shanghai, a 21 hour 
train ride, where he spent four days. 
Then on to " t he most beauti ful city" 
of Hangchow w ith its famous lakes. 
After three days there, he returned 
to Shanghai to catch a plane back 
to Canton and from there, the train 
to Hong Kong. 

Mr Chow says that the v1s1t was a 
wonderful experience, and he is 
looking forward to returning " maybe 
in 1973." Mr Chow leans on the Great W all 

9 



~~'ll<+~~$U!H£!J:+~+~~~+ ,. 

TRAVELL ING 

A factual ace 

of Cap1 

Mrs lneke in front, with Mrs Bakker (wife of Chief Engineer P. Bakker) in the 
background. 2nd Officer F.L.N. van der Ven is on the left. 

" Fasten your seatbelts- no smoking": the by-now-famil iar 
sign to passengers to prepare (not brace) themselves for 
landing, was switched on for t he last time during t he 
fl ight. A few minutes later a slight bump was felt, and the 
plane had touched the concrete of Kai Tak Airport . The 
dest ination where I would meet my husband was reached, 
and the travel at sea, to w hich I had looked forward so 
much, would soon begin. 

After being cleared by authorities, we went to the Straat 
Clarence, my home for t he fol lowing few months. 

A lthough tired after the long flight, I managed to scramble 
ashore the same evening in order to see something of 
Hong Kong by night, since the ship was to sail for New 
Zealand the next day. Dazedly I t ried to absorb a thousand 
and one impressions. Completely exhausted, we returned 
t o the ship by wa llah-wallah. M y first sleep on board was 
well earned. A few brief hours of shopping concluded our 
stay at Hong Kong. 

And t hen at sea after departure, sitting in a deckchair 
watching t he play of waves and clouds, I really felt like a 
housewife on hol iday. A round me t he crew were washing 
decks, cleaning ship, but for me-except for sewing on 
buttons and doing small washes- furt her domestic cares 
were taboo; I experienced t his laziness with pleasure, 
especia lly after the last days at home which had been so 
very busy. 
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Since I had half expected to travel with my husband, some 
necessary preparations had already been made e.g. the 
obtaining of a seamansbook, vaccinations etc . When the 
news came through that the voyage was definite, t hings 
had to be done rather quickly: first to my parents to 'park' 
my daughter on them, and then the subsequent transfer 
of al l her favourite belongings, starting with four or five 
items, but ending up in an almost complete remova l 
which, of cou rse, included also the pussy-cat. 

The time then came to commence packing . Because of 
the limited weight one is allowed to carry by plane, the 
choice of clothing is difficult. One not only has to consider 
the climate, but also the variety of dresses-important to 
a woman. A tip: the ideal wear on board are trousers and 
pantsuits (not only reserved for the superslim young 
woman). preferably wash and wear. Of course, sundresses 
and bathing-suits are also indispensable. 

In order to set forth on the journey with my mind at ease, 
I informed everyone w ho was supposed to 'care ' for my 
wellbeing of my forthcoming absence. 

A lt hough I am not quite a novice at sea-this being my 
third voyage with my husband- a bit of reconnaissance 
on a different ship seemed to me not superfluous. Not that 
I would go on my own to all parts of the ship to satisfy 
my curiosity. Just like a guest ashore, the rule of common 
politeness also holds good at sea. After having been 



H A HUSBAND 

from the wife 

V. lneke 

ffiR'llt*~lH:t~t~~llw~~.Jfu-1lU+~!ltli-t~Rmmi·~~1h t "' "' 

m Mrs Lynette Lucas from Melbourne. wife "'. m of Third Officer Ch.F.J . Lucas. is another "" 
M w1fe who enjoys sea voyages. She is seen ,. 
~~ here with her husband on board Tjiluwah. " m on her second cru1se to Hong Kong. : 

<+> Mrs Lucas says that her first voyage was 

I
T actually her honeymoon-in 1968 on board 

Van Noort to Bangkok. " It was an idyll : 
,'tl and I loved every moment:· She sailed on / 
,. , Tjiluwah last year and thoroughly enjoyed + 

•t! the cruise to New Zealand-"a wonderful, ~~ ! happy voyage." "' 

~ When Mrs Lucas first went to sea, she 
It\ says that she took her whole wardrobe 
:~l with her, but now she has learned to travel 

!L1:~.' more lightly. She reads a great deal (a ~~.·. 
•· fortunate hobby when a husband is on : 

1 ~, duty), enjoys the sun, sea and swimming, 

11\ anffd i
1
s never bored, though life is made ~ 

W. e ort ess. , 
!f. 
t:i1 Bemg a sensible woman marned to a Dutch 
i~ husband, Mrs Lucas has learned to speak 
W Dutch, and therefore feels very much "one + 
~ of the crowd" on board and far from being _....--_,.....- ,_.....-- f!t 
t~ an OUtSider. "There are no snags," she said. ..----::.-~ - _ ~ m 
H ill 
:t ?.fEtE!f!t~+E~~'fu~!lt!fi*~*~·~!Et:llta:!ti!:t:fr$E~!lS'H~tt+n!~tl·•HE!HE1!'"t:!:!E~fr+Et!Mil 

shown around the different decks and compartments, I 
already felt more at home. 

sometimes feel neglected. And of course a rule is not to 
disturb the other officers during their rest (walls of cabins 
are not very soundproof) . 

As we sai led across the Pacific Ocean, through the 
Philippines and past North New Guinea and the Solomons 
toward Fiji, we met only fine weather. On deck, a sl ightly 
rolling ship has a tranquilizing effect on you. Sun and w ind 
give a nice tan and a good appetite (weight-watchers 
beware!) . 

I know that it can be different sometimes, when strong 
winds and high seas make life most unpleasant. A heavy 
rol ling and pitching ship causes some people to feel very 
miserable. Seasickness tablets obtainable from the ship's 
hospital (personally I prefer Marzine, obtainable from 
Wellcome on a doctor's prescription-they don't make 
you drowsy). l ight food, tea, and forcing yourself to stay 
on deck is the quickest way to recovery. Think of better 
times ahead and you will overcome. 

There were plenty of things to pass the time: reading, 
swimming, sun-bathing and-since some other officers' 
wives were on the ship-the usual feminine talk. The 
regular recurrence of drinks together before dinner, the 
celebration of birthdays, an occasional barbecue, made 
me feel content with shipboard life and I did not find it 
monotonous. 

But it is give and take. Being in his sphere of action-the 
ship-a husband has a job to do, whether it is during the 
day or the night, at sea or in port. A reason why you may 

However. travelling together has in fact a deeper meaning 
than only a holiday for you. It is much more a reunion of 
man and wife, giving her the opportunity to get a better 
insight into her husband 's work, and consequently sharing 
his feelings about it. Better understanding of a seaman's 
life has also the advantage of making letter-writing easier 
when separated. 

As we approached Fiji after a fortnight's sai ling, I was 
far from being the only one who got excited. It was not 
only the foreign land and new experiences awaiting us, 
but also the anxiety of getting news from home, a reason 
for many aboard to watch the pi lot climbing on board . 
" Has he or hasn't he?" Relief was sensed w hen a parcel, 
made fast to a heaving-line, was pulled up from the 
launch. Satisfaction for the man who received mail. 
Disappointment to those who got nothmg. But there was 
always the hope that the Agent wou ld bring a letter later 
on after berthing. 

Notwithstanding the fantastic atmosphere on the ship, the 
feeling of solid ground under your feet is a welcome 
change. The opportunity to do some sightseeing and 
shopping is eagerly taken-if possible with your husband. 
The island, Viti Levu, on which Suva is located, is really 
beautiful; the Fijians are a friendly people, and there are 
tourists galore. 

(continued) 
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A sea-voyage is even more satis
factory when the whole family can 
be together. Mrs S.J. Tamboer
Chrispijn, wife of Chief Engineer J . 
Tamboer, arrived in Hong Kong on 
board Straat Algoa with her two 
sons, Ronald and Wi lbert. It was an 
exciting moment for everyone, for 
the Tamboer family lived on the Peak 
five years ago. and Mrs Tamboer 
was eagerly anticipating reunions 
with people and places. 

It was a conveniently -timed voyage 
for the boys, coinciding more or less 
with the long school holiday in 
Durban, so that little schooling was 
missed. 

The whole family was hoping for 
snow in Japan to "make it a real 
Christmas." 

TRAVELLING WITH A HUSBAND (continued) 

After a-luckily-uneventful voyage, we arrived in New 
Zealand w here t he ship called at Auckland, Wellington 
and M ount Maunganui. For its beautiful beach, this last 
port stole my heart (also the Chief Officer's, but that was 
for another reason: the excellent loading performance) . 

A visit to the ho tsprings of Rotarua made a pleasant day. 
Sailing along the coast, I liked to sit on deck dressed in 
slacks and wind-jacket, because of a cold wind, enjoying 
the scenery. 

The voyage to Bangkok was made via the Great Australian 
Barrier Reef, but was not reached before we had an 
eventful Sunday searching in vain for a life-raft of 
survivors from a wrecked yacht. 

From now on. there was much to see: islands and reefs of 
t he Barrier, volcanoes in the Indonesian Archipelago, 
fishing-proas and sai ling boats {'ships') trading between 
the islands. Visits to bridge and engineroom were 
interesting. The galley was visited often and many a 
favourite recipe was learned from a delighted Chief Cook. 

Highlights in Bangkok were T.I.M. land (Thailand in 
miniature) and the famous floating market. Swimming and 
playing lawn-tennis in the accommodation of the modern 
M ariners Club were good exercise. 

That I injured my left foot in another Mariners Club-at 
Port Swettenham-was very disappointing, but it did not 
stop me from going ashore at Singapore. With a foot in 
plaster, and walking with the aid of crutches. I saw among 
other things Change-alley and the Peoples' Pari<. (Try to 
stop a woman looking for a bargain!) . 

Because of this unfortunate accident, I did not go back to 
Holland from Singapore as was the intention. Six weeks' 
plaster on doctor's orders and rest on board . From New 
Zealand we hope to fly home together, since my husband 
will shortly be due for leave. 

I have enjoyed my stay on Straat Clarence and regret 
going back to the kitchen-but not to my daughter. 

M.A. lneke-de Vos 

" MY DAD WORKS FOR RIL " 
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Is your child busy with a painting to enter in the RIL Post Painting 
Competition (see November issue)? 

We hope to be swamped with entries, and look forward to publishing 
the winning pictures. 

CLOSING DATE: 30th APRIL, 1972 



BIRDMAN 

When both the Master of Straat 
Clarence and RIL's Tauranga agents 
write about a certain Third Engineer, 
then RIL Post picks up its ears. We 
quote from t he Bay of Plenty Times: 

" To Dutchman Henk De Lange, the 
skyways of the world are all suitable 
for one thing . . . soaring free in a 
glider alone in a stark, silent retreat. 
Whether it be thousands of feet 
above the soil of Holland, Italy, South 
Africa, or NZ, does not really matter 
to Henk, a 26-year-old third class 
(sic) ship's engineer. What really 
matters is the chance to fly like a 
bird. So if you like, you can call 
Henk the Birdman of Holland, Italy, 
South Africa and NZ, all rolled into 
one. 

Currently the third class engineer 
aboard the Dutch freighter Straat 
Clarence, which calls at Asian and 
NZ ports, Henk has limited oppor
tunity for following his devoted sport. 
There are no gliding clubs in Bangkok 
and Singapore, which the Straat 
Clarence visits. But last weekend, 
Henk hired a taxi and went to the 
Tauranga Gliding Club's drome at 
Belk Road while the Straat Clarence 
was in port at M ount M aunganui. 

On Saturday, flying conditions were 
not too good and Henk was only 
really getting the feel of his sur
roundings. But on Sunday, he went 
solo and soared to 14,000 feet, after 
the towline had been released at 
3,200 feet. This gave Henk an altitude 
gain exceeding 10,000 feet, which 
qualified him for part of the prestige 
gold C badge award. 

To complete his gold C badge, Henk 
hopes to fly the required distance of 
186 miles, when he signs off from 
yet another ship in South Africa next 
year. He already has two of the three 
qualifications for the badge-the re
quired 10,000 ft . and a single flight 
of five hours duration. 

Before he joined the Straat Clarence 
eight months ago, Henk was on a 
freighter which visited Johannesburg. 
(Is that so? . . . Ed.) While in South 
Africa, a Dutch friend arranged for 
Henk to fly with the Randhart Gliding 
Club, near Johannesburg. 

'There are perfect conditions for dis
tance flying in South Africa: said 
Henk, while at the port of Tauranga 
this week. 

When he returns to South Africa, 
Henk hopes to fly the 186 miles, (300 
kilometres) , which will qualify him 
for the gold C badge. He will then 
aim for the three diamonds to the 
gold C. The diamonds are given for 
an altitude gain of 18,000 feet; a 
flying distance of 500 kilometres; and 
flying a stipulated triangle course of 
300 kilometres. 

On previous trips to NZ the likeable 
Dutchman has flown with the Auck
land and Upper Hutt Gliding Clubs. 
'Unless you are an actual member 
of the Auckland club, you are not 
allowed to fly solo,' explained Henk. 
'So three months ago, I paid the $35 
membership fee .' He must be the only 
financial member of the Auckland 
club who is nearly always overseas! 

On an earlier trip, Henk also made 
solo flights at Christchurch and 
Dunedin. Being a ship's 
engineer gives Henk very 
little time for gliding. He 
even admits this will prob-
ably be his last trip to 
NZ-'for a long while at 
least.' He will sign off from ( 'I 
the Straat Clarence after 
this latest trip and go back 
to his native Holland for 
four or five months' leave. 
Then he w ill rejoin a 

The glider just before takeoff 

freighter on the South African run . 
After all, Henk reasons, South Africa 
has better atmospheric conditions for 
distance gliding than NZ. 

Achieving part of his gold C badge 
with a flight reaching an altitude gain 
of 10,000 ft. has been one of Henk' s 
aims for quite a long while. 'And the 
Tauranga Skies gave me the chance 
to perform the feat,' he said. Holland, 
says Henk, is a very flat country, with 
no mountains or ridges, so necessary 
for wave flying . Wave flying allows 
the glider pilot to use the fluctuating 
up and down air currents by a moun
tain range. This is where a glider can 
soar thousands of feet. There are 
only four or five gliding clubs in 
Holland and it is extremely difficult 
for the Dutch pilot to gain his com
plete gold C badge because of the 
flat land. 

This was one reason why Henk and 
some friends went to mountainous 
Italy last year to try and reach the 
gold badge stipulated altitude gain 
of 10,000 feet. 

'W e stayed in Italy three and a half 
weeks. It was winter and we man
aged to fly only one day. The rest 
of the time we were snowed under.' 

Henk, who flew solo after only 
three hours' instruct ion in 1967-
his 17-year-old brother only needed 
two hours before going solo,- has 
inspired at least two Tauranga Gliding 
Club members, who both achieved 
altitude gains of 10,700 feet on 
Sunday." 

~arold Cuming 
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All Rll BASEBALL 

RIL's Kanto and Kansai offices met 
once more in Yokohama on 23rd 
November for their annual baseball 
match. The exhibition matches were 
played first, for which Mr F.J.A. Hens 
(in the absence of Mr van Rhoon, on 
leave) threw the first ball. 

The sluggers then got down to busi
ness and at the end of six innings, 
the Kansai team had won 11 :7. 

BETTER LATE THAN ... 

We much regretted that we were not 
ab./e to include a photograph of Mr 
A. Ykema when reporting his 25th 
Anniversary last month. However, 
here he is now, arriving with Mrs 
Ykema and their two sons. 
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FAMILY NEWS 
Weddings 
Mr T. Akaeda (Kobe) to Miss Taeko Morimoto on 22nd September. 
Mr Tan Chwee Gek (Singapore) to Miss N. Lim on 2nd October. 
3rd Engineer J.H. van Doornik (Straat Johore) to Miss A .C. Snijders on 11th October. 
Miss L.E. Mierendorff (Sydnev) to Mr A . Greiq on 30th October. 
Mr W .J .A. Admiraal (Amsterdam) to Miss A .M .M . de Groot on 9th November. 
4th En~ineer J .W. Dieters ( leave) to Miss L. Pikkert on 10th November at Groningen. 
5th Enaineer J .J .B. Jonqma (leave) to Miss T. Verberne on 12th November at Sterksel. 
Mr S. Kunishige (Yokohama, Man.) to Miss Eiko Takakura on 14th November. 
Mr Martin Wong Kwai Poon (HK HO PZ) to Miss Lillian Cheuk Lai Kwan on 17th 
November. 
4th En01neer D.M . Conijn (leave) to Miss W . Boson 19th November at Diemen. 
Miss M . Kondo (Yokohama. Man.) to Mr Kenichi Noie on 20th November. 
3rd En~ineer J.H.W .M . van Oostveen (Straat Futami) to Miss P.G.C. Koeleman on 24th 
November at Den Bosch. 
4th Engineer C.C.O.J. Teulings ( leave) to Miss P.A .M . McCurdy on 24th November at 
Box tel. 
Miss H.C. Assendelft (Amsterdam) to Mr H.J Menage on 1st December. 
4th En~inee r L. Jansen (leave) to Miss K. van Rossum on 3rd December at Goedereede. 
4th Enqmeer A .M .H. van Wersch (leave) to Miss M .E. Frings on 6th December at 
Hoensbroek. 

New Arrivals 
Mr M . Kashihara (Kobe} : a daughter, Jun. on 3rd September. 
Mr Kasman1 b. Kasbee (Singapore): a son by adoption. Aldhamir b. Ahmad, on 30th 
September. 
5th Engineer Ti. R. Tooee (leave) : a daughter, Claudia Victoria. on 6th October. 
Mr Lim Yew Chuan (Singapore): a dauqhter, Callixta Lim See Poh, on 18th October. 
Mrs Lie Sai Cheng (Singapore) : a daughter, Christina. on 1st November. 
2nd En~ineer P. J ansen (leave) : a dauqhter. Marielle Paola, on 7th November. 
3rd En~inee r C.U. Topp ( leave) : a daughter, Marguerite Desi ree Ceci le, on 15th November. 
Mr Pang Wai M an (HK HO IMD) : a son, Pang Kin Yuen, on 22nd November. 
2nd Engineer J .H. Sa at (leave) : a son. Robertus Johannes Gerard us. on 24th November. 
2nd Engineer H.D. Kwaytaal ( leave): a daughter. Annem1eke. on 27th November. 
Mr J .B.A . Jonckheer (Singapore) : a son. Pieter Adriaan, on 29th November. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr Men so de Jong (Adviser on Gas 
Tankers, HBT) made a short business 
trip to Hong Kong early in December. 

Mr E.A. Postuma (Manager, Singa
pore & Malaysia) made a short 
business trip to Hong Kong early in 
December. 

Mr P.R.S. van Heeren (Ned lloyd 
Representative in Indonesia) arrived 
in Hong Kong at the end of Novem
ber for a short business trip. 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

In the last two months, six ships 
have been able to receive recorded 
messages from relatives in Holland. 
They were relayed by Radio Neder
land, on 8th November to Tjiwangi, 
Straat Hong Kong and Houtman: and 
on 20th December to Straat Futami 
Straat Florida and Straat Clarence. ' 

IN DOCK 

Seen in Melbourne recently, at No. 2 
Victoria Dock, were (1. tor.) Messrs. 
E.O.E. Fernand, R.S. Hadley, H.M. 
van der Schalk and H. Wever. 

Photo: M elbourne Harbour Trust 



ANNIVERSARIES 

During 1972, the following anniversaries wi ll be celebrated: 

40 Years 

Mr J.L. Portier (Amsterdam) 

25 Years 

Mr Goh Gek Seng (Smgapore) 
Mr S. Gandu-Gouw Soen Hok-(HK HO ) 
Mr Moenir bin Kastawi (Singapore) 
Maitre d'Hotel (J.G.) J.L.W.M. Brand 

(Straat Luanda) 
Mr G. Kasteleijn (Managing Director) 
Mr E. Wi ll.ems (HK HO ) 
Captain R. Severien 
Captain H. Koch 
Mr F.J . van Amesvoord (Amsterdam) 
Mr J. Tang Ah Soh (Singapore) 
Mr J.C.J . Dreverman (Amsterdam) 
Mr J. Proost (Amsterdam) 
M r F.P.H. Heltzel (Amsterdam) 
Mf Mohd. Hussein bin Shariff (Penang) 
Mr O.K. Linggo-K.D. Lie-(HK HO) 
Mrs J . Fonkert (Amsterdam) 
Mr G. Grondman (Amsterdam) 
M r Anwar bin Abdu llah (Singapore) 
Chief Officer J .W.F. van Hummel 
Chief Engineer A. Vink 
Mr J. van Middelkoop (Durban) 
Mr Loke Fook Choon (Singapore) 
Mr H. Chia Chin Lock (Singapore) 
Captain E.P. Heileman 
Mr C. de Knegt (Amsterdam) 
Captain L.A. Cijsouw 
M r J.C. Hulsbos (Amsterdam) 
Mr P. Chu Hin Cheung ( HK HO ) 
Chief Engineer J . Schriemer 
Mr P.H. Lasschuit (Amsterdam) 
Mr K. Dirkzwager (Amsterdam) 
Capta in A .J . Zonnevij lle 
Mr F.W. Bensen (HK HO) 
Mr A.M. de Jongh (Amsterdam) 
Chief Engineer J . van Wi lligen 

15th November 

3rd January 
10th January 
20th January 

28th January 
3rd February 
3rd February 

10th February 
12th February 
1st March 

14th April 
21st April 

6th May 
1st June 
1st June 

11th June 
23rd June 

1st July 
1st July 
7th July 
7th July 

11th July 
16th July 
18th July 
30th July 
15th August 
28th August 

1st September 
2nd September 

22nd September 
1st October 

15th October 
27th October 
17th November 
1st December 
6th December 

The fo llowing Crew anniversaries wil l be celebrated at 
Chinese New Year (15th Feb.):-

40 Years 

Asst. Pantryman Wong She 

25 Years 

Ch. Std. (SG) Cheng Cheung W an 
Std. (SG) Lee Chow Wing 

Tjiwangi 

Tjiwangi 

- - _j 

Mr Joseph C.W . To (HK MH PRO) supervised the RIL/Nedlloyd 
stand during the Opening Ceremony of the Shipping Exhibition 
which was part of the recent Festival of Hong Kong. 

SHIPMATES 

Another trio of staunch supporters for one ship has come 
to our notice from Straat Bali. As Captain H.L. van Dam 
says: "they are quite happy on board, know the ship 
inside out. and are not the roving type." This picture from 
Radio Officer J . Henzen shows three contented men. 

Doyen is No.1 Fireman Tang Kau (centre) w ho now has 
fifteen years' steady service on board Straat Bali, apart 
from a brief spell of sick leave. In strong support is No. 1 
Cook Yuen Woon (left) with fourteen years' service with 
RIL, all on board Straat Bali . He sees to it that all his 
duties are carried out by himself alone, and it is reported 
that " he is part of the ship." Th ird of the shipmates is 
Leading Steward Kwok Wing Kwong who has had an 
unbroken thirteen years aboard. 

It says a great deal for their own character, as well as the 
pleasant atmosphere on board, when three men stay to
gether on one ship for so long. 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr A .J . Broek 
.. D. Hoekstra 

A.J . van Rookhuijzen 
.. F.H.J. van der Sloot 
.. J .L. Vinkuizen 

PROMOTION 

Asp. Appr. Officer 

Appr. Engineer 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
w ere promoted to 5th Engineers: 

Mr P.J . Adriaanse 
.. R.S.E. Engelken 
.. E.V . Haag 
.. R. Hoekstra 
.. P.A . Hopmans 
.. J .J.B. Jongma 
.. P.H. de Kroon 
.. R.W .A . Renssen 
.. M .J . Rijnberg 

as from 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

30/ 8/ 71 
10/ 8/ 71 

7/ 9/ 71 
4/ 9/ 71 

11 / 8/ 71 
16/ 9/ 71 
23/ B/71 
16/ 9/ 71 
17/ 8/ 71 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr J.P. Duyn 
.. R. van Wi lligenburg 
.. D.J . de Jong 
.. S.J. Swaerts 
.. J.A. Thijsse 
.. V.J.W. Hendriks 
.. J.C. Pasman 
.. H.L. Uijl 
.. A .A .C.M . Wouters 
.. A .J .J . Bijman 
.. P.L.C. de Kunder 
.. B.J. de Knegt 

LEAVE 

Mr F.J. Broersma 
.. J .P. Goossens 

J .Ch. Hermans 
G. IJrsma 
H.H.A .E. Kwaad 
J .G. Ormel 
W .R.M . van der Veld 
W .H.C. Wijnhorst 
A .C. Ekelschot 
A . Kruger 
J.D.H. Maaskant 
J.W . Moerbeek 
B.C. Sreevensz 
J.A . Tazelaar 
J . J onkers 

.. U.C. van Baal 
H. Bijl 
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W .C. Geistdorfer 
E.H. Schiffer 
Hielke S.J. Vellinga 
H.C. Versluis 

2nd Officer I 13/ 10/71 
I 

3rd Th.ll 20/ 10/ 71 
Th.ll 8/ 10/71 
II 18/ 10/ 71 

2nd Engineer c 22/ 11/ 71 
Th.C 15/ 10/ 71 
Th.C 12/ 10/71 .. Th.C 12/ 10/ 71 

3rd Th.B 18/ 10/ 71 
B 5/ 10/ 71 

5th A 15/ 10/ 71 

Ch. Officer 

2nd Officer 

3rd 
2nd Engineer 

Mr P.A. Alstede 3rd Engineer .. J .J. de Beer .. J .W . Derks .. D.G. van Lopik .. P.N. Meeuwsen 
.. J.G. Meyer .. C.U. Topp 

AM. Zandee 
" W .F. den Dulk 4th 

AG. Kamperman 
J .J. Meijer .. H van Twillert .. P.A .M . Bogaert 5th .. A R. Christoffel .. T .H. Dittmar .. J .M .A. Frings 

Those who returned are: 

Mr T.R. de Groot Ch. Officer 
R. Hoi 
F. Monteiro 
R.B. de Vries 
R.F. Backer Dirks 2nd 
P~ .M . van den Ende 
H.J . Minderhoud 
D.F. van Woerdekom .. M .H. de Vries 3rd .. D. van Huizen 2nd Engineer 

.. J .H.W.M . van Oostveen 
N Poort .. P.L.C. de Kunder 3rd .. AJ. Niehof 

.. E.B. Saalmink .. S. de Wilde .. J .A. Nieuwenhuis 4th .. A. Sattler .. A.C.R. Schreuders .. P.F. van der Blink 5th .. A.J .M . Claesen .. R.S.E. Engelken .. R.H. van Krimpen .. L. Poort .. M .J . Rijnberg .. D J .C. Scholtsz .. J .A. Tomassen .. TJ.R. Topee 

TRANSFERS OF CAPT A INS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

posted to 

Straat Honshu 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Cumberland 
Straat Magelhaen 
Tjibantjet 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Fiji 
Straat Florida 
Straat Singapore 
Tjiwangi 
Straat Futami 
Straat Agulhas 
Straat Holland 
Straa t Agulhas 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Madura 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Bali 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Florida 
Straat Nagoya 
Tjiluwah 
Straat Bah 
Straa t Tanga 
Straat Talbot 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Singapore 

Captain E.P. Heileman. Master of TJIWANG I was transferred tem
poranly to STRAAT TALBOT. 
Captain P.L. Eichhorn. Master of STRAAT TALBOT went on home 
leave. 
Captain Tj. van der Molen, Master of STRAAT AGULHAS went on 
sick leave. 
Captain J . Verburg was posted to STRAAT AGULHAS following 
home leave. 
Captain D.C.M. van der Kroft, Master of STRAAT FRANKLIN went 
on home leave. 
Capta~n G.E. Kaersenhout. Master of STRAAT TORRES was trans
ferred to STRAAT FRANKLIN. 
Chief Officer A . Bikker of STRAAT FIJI was transferred to STRAAT 
TORRES as Acting Captain. 
Capta1n H.J . Brons, M aster of STRAAT FREMANTLE went on home 
leave. 
Capta~n J .G. ten Bhomer was posted to STRAAT FREMANTLE 
following home leave. 
Capta1n H. Buth, Master of STRAAT FREETOWN went on home 
leave. 



Captain P. Starkenburg was posted to STRAAT FREETOWN fol
lowing home leave. 
Captain J.J . van de Riet, Master of STRAAT LUZON went on home 
leave. 
Chief Officer P. Cox was posted to STRAAT LUZON as Acti ng 
Captain following home leave. 
Chief Enginee r H. Spruyt, of SA FOCEA N AUCKLAND wen t on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer G. Zweegman was posted to SAFOCEAN AUCK
LAND fo llowing home leave . 
Chief Engineer A. Vink of STRAAT HONSHU wen t on home leave. 
Chief Engi neer D.J .B. Va lk was posted to STRAAT HONSHU fol 
lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.J .C. Bevelander of STRAAT FIJI went on home 
leave. 
2nd Eng ineer V.J.W. Hendriks was posted to STRAAT FIJI as 
Acting Chief Enginee r, fo ll owing home leave. 
Chief Eng ineer C.F. Nicolai of STRAAT FLORIDA went on home 
leave. 
Chief Enginee r J.C. Meulenberg was posted to STRAAT FLORIDA 
following intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer G.G. Peek of STRAAT TALBOT went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer R.K .K. Lie of STRAAT LOMBOK was transferred to 
STR AAT TALBOT. 
2nd Eng ineer J.H. Saat was posted as Acting Chief Engineer to 
STRAAT LOMBOK following home leave. 
Acting Chi ef Engineer N.M. Mei nsma of STRAAT CLE M ENT went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer D.W.J.B. van Hattem was posted to STRAAT 
CLEMENT following home leave. 
Acting Chi ef Enginee r A. Volk ert of STRAAT LUZON went on 
home leave. 
2nd Eng inee r H.B. Wiersma oi STRAAT LUZON was tempo rarily 
appo inted Acting Ch ief Engineer. 
Acting Ch ief Enginee r J. Schat of TJIMANUK went on home leave. 
Acting Ch ief Engineer V.J.W . Hendriks of STRAAT FIJ I was trans
ferred to TJIMANUK . 
Chief Enginee r A. Geurts was posted to STRAAT FIJI following 
home leave. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr J.H.W . Rullmann was transferred from HK MH to HK HO. 
Mr N. Koizumi was transferred from Kobe to Nagoya . 

CONFERRING IN HONG KONG 

{from L. toR.) M essrs. W. Boogerman , A. van Putten, 
E. Willems , P. Hulleman, B.E. Ruys, H.M. van der Schalk, 
F. Terwogt, C.L.C. van Kretschmar, G. Kasteleijn , G.D .M . 
Boot . 

PROMOTIONS 

Our congratu lat ions go to the fo llowing ships' officers who 
were promoted on 1st January, 1972:-

(Some promotions are subject to the results of examinations which 
have not been received at the time of going to press. A further 
list will be published, therefore , next month. 

To Captain: 
C.W. de Jong 
M.J . Taal 

To Chief Officer: 
J.L. Bakels 
H.L. Brandes 
H. de Haas 
E.E. Lubach 
B.C. Steevensz 
R. van Wil ligenburg 
D.F. van Woerdekom 

To 2nd Officer: 
J.C. van Ape ldoorn 
P.G.A . Gerretsen 
C.J .G. van den Hurk 
H.A . Noo rland 
L.Ch .J.L. van Oijen 
J. Reitsma 
F.J.H. Roelofsen 
N.E.F.M . van der Schrieck 
J.W .J . Soenveld 

To 3rd Officer: 
A.O. Aa rdse 
L.J .M . Bauman 
G.J .A . van den Berg 
M . Boomgaa rd 
W .E. Creyghton 
J .G. va n Delden 
L.M . Drewes 
J.G.P. Florie 
J.M . Hoogesteger 
R.Th. Kerkhoff 
J.G.D. Kramer 
A.J . Muys 
L.A. Oosthuizen 
J.H. Ravesloot 
W. H.J. Scho lte 
S.L. Schuurman 
E.C. Snoek 
D. Tha len 
M.C. Valoi s 
J.A.A. Vat 
H.J.M . Verdegaa l 
H.H. van der Wi lt 

To 3rd Officer: (Continued) 
R.J. Zwiers 

To Chief Engineer: 
A.M.P. van der Avert 
V .J.W. Hendriks 
C. Ligtenberg 
J .H. Saat 

To 2nd Engineer: 
W .G. A lberda 
K.J.A. Bouma 
C.P. Herrebout 
P.L. C. de Kunder 
C. Rag 
J .N. So l 

To 3rd Engineer: 
A. Bloemendaa l 
J.W. Boidin 
F. Boquer 
D.W . Bras 
J.M . van Ede 
R.G.A.J . Gabler 
A.P. van der Hoeven 
J .S. Hoog lander 
A.W. Huve 
L. Janse n 
R. van Lelieveld 
G.V. Nijdam 
A . Sattler 
J.M . Schaap 
D. van de Vlies 
A.H.M . van Wersch 
R.J. Wo lte rs 

To 4th Engineer: 
A.J .M . Claesen 
R. Dinkelaar 
L.A .J . van Eijck 
R. de Knecht 
B.J. Knegt 
A . Rozendaal 
C.A . Tempelaars 
L. van Wageningen 

IN MEMORIAM 

We announce with regret the death of Mrs E.J .M .M. von 
Stein (widow of the late Mr C.L. von Stein, Chief Engineer 
KPM, who died in 1913 ) on 23rd November, aged 100. 
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1. 

2. 

AMONG THE ISLANDS 

With Captain H. Zeylstra (retired) 

The island of Nias off the northwest 
coast of Sumatra had four ports of 
ca ll at which KPM ships called regu
larly. To be more exact, the vessels 
dropped anchor in the roads. Calls 
were also made at two of the very 
small adjacent islands of Hinako and 
Pulan Tello . The latter place was 
very pretty and had some interesting 
aspects . 
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The roads of Pulan Tello, south of 
Nias, were always crowded with 
small craft (3) and the pasar (mar
ket) next to the jetty (2) was a busy 
place, with outriggers from adjacent 
smaller islands bringing in their own 
produce. It is a scene representative 
of many landing places. 

The ever-fam iliar sight of landing 

copra in the surf is seen from the 
beach of Siromba ( 4) on the west 
coast of Nias. It is a nostalgic scene 
for old-timers-maybe still to be 
seen today? 

On the northern tip of Nias is land 
is Lahewa, and here the crowded 
lighters are bringing copra out to the 
ship (1 ) . 

3. 

4 . 



P.O. Box 725. Hong Kong 

Editor 
Mrs L.M. Petty 

Area Correspondents 

Holland P.W.A. Keller 

Japan H. Dike 

Australia 8 . Polain 

Africa J. H. Meurer 
S. America P. van Schaardenburg 

Singapore J . Tan Swee Ann 

Contents. with the exccpuon of a rticles from olher 

sources, may be rep·<nted ; acknowledgement of the 

source. nowever. would be appreciated. and the 

editor would lake to receive a copy of the reprint. 

PRINTEO BY YE OLDE P I~ 1NTERIE LTD HO NG. 1'\0 N G 

CO NTEN TS 

SHIPS Fleet Distribution 

Straat Colombo, Unitloader 

Fleet Facts 

STAFF Message from M anaging Directors 

Birdman 

Promotions 

Anniversaries 

NSU Committee 

FEATURES Travelling w ith a Husband 

Visit to China 

Visits to the Vasa 

Among the Islands 

There is a tendency at the end of 
a year to look backwards. RIL Post 
is looking forward, and 1972 has 
some interesting prospects. We 
shal l be showing Nieuw Holland 
in detail at an early date, fol lowed 
by Straat Nagoya, first of the new 
class of ships . The other three 
wi ll follow in line astern. W inning 
chi ldren's paintings wi ll be pub
lished in due course, and we shall 
be keeping our NSU background 
in view. Readers, what more do 
you want? 

The smi li ng faces of children on board 
would be reward enough for most 
parents. Wives find other attractions 
too-pages 10 to 12. 
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