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. . . on Japan, land of islands, land of contrasts, where an ancient civilization flourishes alongside modern 
techniques, making it irresistible to tourists who flock in their thousands. A country which cannot be contained 
within one collection of pictures. We shall publish more later in the year. 
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" In works of labour, or of skill I would be busy too. 

Lau On, Sailor A.B. 

FOCUS (opposite) 

RIL ships are famil iar sights in NKK"s Asano Dock. Modern 
highways and the rocket ing "blue train" contrast with the 
flying carp symbolizing "boy·. Cherry blossom blooms outside 
the Yokohama office. and old stone pines are seen in the 
heart of busy and business-like Tokyo. Art and history attract 
multitudes, snow in the winter lures sk iers to t he high slopes 
and scu lptors north to Sapporo, whilst in t he RIL offices, 
Messrs. Okuda and Nagashima (Yokohama, Ag.) and Mrs. 
Hamamoto (Yokohama Man.) get on with t he shipping busi 
ness. M essrs. van Rhoon and Hens just take time out to 
relish some "sushi" . (Our thanks to Correspondent Oike who 
sent most of these photographs.) 

FLEET FACTS 

Straat Korea w ill remain in the Far East -Africa-South 
America Service (ASAS) until January, 1972. 

Straat Clement, on completion of her extra sailing to 
A frica and return to Japan, wi ll give the early October 
sailing from the Far East in the Far East-East Africa Service 
(EAFS ). 

Tjinegara has been sold for continued trad ing, and will 
be delivered to buyers after completion of her present 
voyage to South America in extra employ. 
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THE FIRST 

TJINEGARA 
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When the first Tjinegara (9.227 G.R.T.) 
and her sister-ship, Tjisadane, were on 
the stocks in Amsterdam, there must have 
been a great deal of faith and hope in the 
old JCJL. It was 1929, the beginning of 
the great depression when the Company 
had eighteen vessels operating seven regu
lar lines. The number of lines was gradually 
reduced to four, and when the two new 

vessels arrived in the Far East in 1931 , no 
less than eight of the older ships were 
sold for lack of employment. 

The new ships were the first to have a 
'passenger-ship' appearance and were the 
first motor ships in the Company. This 
photograph of Tjinegara at Shanghai in 
1934 shows the typical double mast which 
distinguished the Javalijn ships from 1910 
onwards. 

Captain W .Z. Mulder (retired), who so 
kindly sent us these photographs. says:-

"The picture on the flying bridge was taken 
on the departure of Voyage No. 1 with the 
'Kaptein China' on board. (The 'Captain 
China' was the elected representative of 
the Chinese minority in Batavia of those 
days) . Several JCJL figures may be recog
nized: Titus de Meester (seventh from 
left) , Joop Nieuwenhuys-agent (second 
from right) , Bobby (A.L.W.) van Dobben 
-procuratiehouder (half-seen behind a 
lady's hat), and Doll (A.J.J.B.) Masseur
employe, Tg. Priok (centre, back) ." 

When Tjinegara first entered Surabaia har
bour in 1931 , she caused quite a sensation 
with her (for those times) sleek and 
modern lines. There was also some con
troversy over the 'new' diesel engines 
when a breakdown caused a delay in 
departure for six daysl 

Tjinegara, with accommodation for 50 
fi rst·class passengers, began a new era in 
JCJL passenger traffic. Alas. it was not 
to be for long: she was torpedoed off New 
Caledonia in July, 1942. 



FULL AND DOWN 

When Straat Holland sailed from 
Kobe on 8th June, Port Captain Oka 
could not resist these photographs, 
showing the vessel completely full 
and down with a record quantity of 
16,278 freight-tons (of which 126 
were on deck) . 

NEW NAME 

When the yacht Howard Davis 
travelled on board Straat Fiji back 
from Rio to Cape Town (see June 
issue), her skipper, Captain Nankin 
(who is also Commander of the 
'General Botha' Nautical College at 
Cape Town, home of the yacht) was 
so much at home on board, Captain 
Starkenburg reports, that they de
cided to rename the boat 'Straat 
Davis'- see picture. The RIL vessel 
also carried the yachts Elegance and 
Sprinter: the latter was manned
if we may be permitted the expres
sion- by a crew of ladies. 

SHIP SHAPES 

The shape of the th ird Straat N-ship, 
Straat Nassau -seen here at the 
end of May- is beginning to emerge 
in Vander Giessen's ya rd . The vessel 
is due to be launched towards the 
end of the year. 
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Treble-banked 

Double-banked 

SHOALS 

OF 

SHIPS 



CROWDED Ports present problems . ... 

Since the closing of the Suez Canal, 
congestion in South African ports 
has become a commonplace. An 
unusual sight in Durban harbour in 
April {bottom left) was ships treble
banked at the New Pier. Safocean 
Auckland in the centre transhipped 
her Cape Town and South American 
cargo to the Straat Hobart on the 
right, and her Mozambique cargo to 
the little Durban Lines coaster Clair
wood, on the left. This eased the 
harbour congestion, and Safocean 

Auckland returned to Australia on 
schedule. 

Nowadays, double banking has be
come a regular feature. In West 
Africa, vessels sailing in the China
West Africa Service (CHIWAS) 
and Far East-West Africa Service 
(FEW AS) are not infrequently 
berthed together to help out in this 
fashion, and just recently Santos 
reported that Straat Hobart was 
double-banked with Straat Algoa for 
the transhipment of part of her 
South A frican cargo (top left) . 

TWO NAMES TOGETHER 

.... 
I 

Straat Kobe (ex Kouderkerk) was 
transferred from Nedlloyd on 8th 
July and wi ll give the early August _ 
sailing in the EAFS. "' 

The sister-ships, Straat Banka and Tjinegara, were lying astern at 1A and 18 berths in Darling Harbour, Sydney on 
30th April, the birthday of H.M. Queen Juliana. 
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A PLACE IN THE SUN 

The 'Recreational Activities' group of the NSU (Scheepvaart Unie Reis-en Toerismegroep NV) at The Hague cover 
a wide field , and no doubt many of the staff in Europe have been able to have their holidays arranged by Lissone 
Lindeman travel agency or the Ruys Transport organization. Maybe some flew by one of the MAC planes or sailed 
on boats of the Rederij Ketef on the Rhine . Others again could fly in the planes of Airtour-Nespanda. There are many 
links in the chain, and here to beguile us all is a photograph of one of the three hotels of the Travel and Tourism 
Group, the beautiful Hotel da Balaia in the Algarve in Southern Portugal . 

COMPANY NEWS FROM HONG KONG 

The branch office in Hong Kong (HK 
M H) has been transformed into a 
Hong Kong incorporated company 
under the name of 

R.I.L. (HONG KONG) LTD . 

and has been operating under this 
name as from 1st July, 1971 . Direc
tors have been named as Messrs. 
F.O. van Randwyck and C.A.A.J . 
Sinninghe Damste, with Mr W . Tang 
Hon Wai (HK MH ) as secretary. 
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Within the Company, this office will 
still be known as 'HK MH' . 

RILAIR, which unti l now has been 
functioning as an air cargo division 
of H K M H, has been incorporated 
from the same date into a company 
named 

RILAIR (H .K.) LTD . 

Directors have been named as 
Messrs. F.O . van Randwyck and D. 
Ma, with Mr W . Tang Hon Wai as 
Secretary. 

In connection w ith the aforegoing a 
holding company has been formed 
with the name 

RIL HOLDINGS (FAR EAST) LTD. 

The Board of Directors in this 
company consists of Messrs. F. 
Terwogt, C.L.C. van Kretschmar and 
G. Kasteleijn , and Mr Chan Siu Hung 
( H K HO) has been appointed Secre
tary. 

The legal status of the Head Office 
in Hong Kong remains unchanged . 



THE GARDEN 

This is the name by which our sis
ter company, Nedlloyd 's new office 
building in Rotterdam has become 
known. 

The reason is not far to seek: with
in the spacious open-plan design, 
separation of units is achieved by 
flower-troughs of growing plants. 
The cool green colours provide a 
tranquil accompaniment to work, and 
the banks of plants also provide to 
some extent a dampener of noise . 

OFFICE 

Acoustics are just one of the prob
lems which have received serious 
attention in this well-designed, mo
dern building. All floors are fitted 
with special ceiling tiles to absorb 
noise, and wa ll-to-wa ll carpeting also 
assists in providing a tranquil atmos
phere. 

The desks of senior staff are situated 
in octagonal 'cubicles', shoulder high, 
which are painted in gay hues. Bright 
purple, orange, green and blue enliven 

the office with splashes of colour. It 
is a highly versatile overall design 
which is capable of much adaptation 
as office requirements change. 

A generous allowance of space and 
the light colour of the wood furniture 
makes the Ned lloyd office an attrac
tive place in which to work. A choice 
of working hours for staff takes into 
account everyday human dilemmas. 

The Nedlloyd building is just 150 
metres from the River Maas. 
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LAUNCHI NG: TO START-AND TO STOP IT 

The two abortive efforts to launch NSU's container vessel, ABEL TASMAN, last year (and more recently a small 
boat stuck on a Hong Kong slipway) has focussed attention on the problems of launching. Here, from The Nautical 
Magazine, is a very clear account of some aspects of launching a ship: 

The trouble with launching a ship 
on the River Tees is how to stop it 
once it starts down the slipway. The 
problem is growing as new buildings 
get larger. This fact was illustrated 
recently when the world's biggest 
ore-bulk-oil carrier, the 28,000 tons 
Furness Bridge was launched from 
the Haverton Hill shipyard of Swan 
Hunter. The river measures 550 ft. 
across and the hull is 965 ft . long. 
When launched, the ship was point
ing almost straight down river and 
620 tons of chains trailed behind it 
as a brake and to swing the hull 
away from the opposite bank. To 
help overcome the problem of sliding 
the Furness Bridge into the water, 
some 11 tons of grease and tallow 
were smeared on the slipway; but if 
the hull showed no signs of moving, 
two hydraulic rams were ready to 
come into action . A Swan Hunter 
officia l said: 'Despite all this the 
whole thing is really in the lap of the 
gods. You pray the ship will start 
moving, then as soon as it does, you 
worry whether the thing will stop.' 
The launching of the 167,000 tons 
d.w. Furness Bridge was worked 
out with a countdown system. It 
was the biggest ship yet built on 
the River Tees, and could only be 
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launched on a spring tide. To do 
this the timing had to be exact. If 
the hull should fail to move down 
the slipway on the appointed day a 
second attempt cou ld be made on 
the following day. If that failed too, 
the ship would have had to wait 
three months for the next daylight 
spring tide. Apart from needing a 
high tide, the shipyard officials also 
needed a fairly calm day. If the wind 
were to rise above about 20 knots 
the launching could be a bit tricky, 
and would be called off. The 86-ft. 
high sides of the ship would act like 
a huge steel sail, making the hull 
difficult to handle. The countdown 
began three weeks prior to the 
launching with the greasing of the 
slipway. At the moment of launching 
eight hydraulic triggers that held the 
ship on the slipway were released 
and the hull, weighing overall 27,950 
tons with the inclusion of its engines 
and machinery, began to inch down 
the slipway. Designers estimated 
that it took 16 to 20 seconds for 
the hull to move the first six inches, 
but that it was moving at 12 knots 
before the impact of the water and 
t he trailing chains slowed it down. 
Mr Dawson, a designer who has 
been connected with about 300 

Here is one lady who was 
determined that 'her' ship 
should not stick for lack of 
a good push .... 

Launching of Antilla Cape, 
the LPG Carrier, in February, 
1968. 

launchings, said at the shipyard: 'The 
ship travelled about 990 ft. before 
the first of the eight piles of chain 
began to slow it down. We calculated 
the ship would travel some 300 ft. 
dragging the chains before it would 
stop. This would leave some 60 ft. 
between the stern and the far bank.' 
Seven tugs hovered nearby to herd 
the carrier into an adjoining berth 
for completion, which is expected 
early in 1971 . The mechanics of 
launching a ship of this size are quite 
complex. The ship is not built on the 
slipway, but on about 2000 four-foot 
square blocks and wooden props. 
The slip way itself consists of two 
concrete arms set 42 ft. 8 ins. apart 
which run the length of the hull . 
They are topped by a wooden run
ner called the " standing way". This 
section of the slipway remains fixed 
and the top of the standing way is 
heavily greased. Three weeks before 
launching another wooden runner 
called the 'sliding way' is greased 
on the bottom and set on top of the 
standing w ay. When the ship goes 
down the slip way the sliding way 
goes with it. Even with the sl iding 
way in position the bottom of the 
ship is still a few inches above the 
slipway. On the day of the launch 
this gap is packed hard with timber, 
then the army of blocks and props 
is knocked away in a pre-determined 
pattern. The hull gradually settles on 
the slipway until only a row of bilge 
blocks on either side of the bilge 
props are knocked away, the last 
two falling just ten minutes before 
the launch time. Until the order is 
given to launch the ship, signalled 
by the champagne bottle smashing 
against a metal lug welded specially 
on to the ship's hull, the sliding way 
and the ship are held on position by 
eight tongue-like triggers that lock 
the sliding w ay to the base of the 
slopway. When these eight triggers 
drop, the w eight of the ship should 
edge it down the slipway. Should it 
fail to move, the hydraulic rams will 
nudge the steel hull on its way. 



TO GO OR NOT TO GO ? 

The Straat Nagoya- shipbui lders, 
Van der Giessen-de Noord- kept 
everyone present in great suspense 
when, at her launching she showed 
reluctance to glide into the water. 
Perhaps this reluctance was partly 
due to the less-than-good weather 
on 19th June, as it was not the 
kind of day to take a plunge in the 
Hollandse IJssel! Or perhaps the 
ship went into shock from t he cold 
champagne which flowed over her 
bow when the bottle broke. 

t~ 

Second 

Straat N -

is launched 

Mrs Fusako Fujisaki, wife of the 
Japanese Ambassador in the Nether
lands, had launched the ship, and her 
anxiety and suspense, added to the 
suspense of the invited guests and 
dockworkers, must have convinced 
the Straat Nagoya that she had a 
duty to perform; aft er two minutes 
she started moving and, accompanied 
by tremendous applause and good 
wishes from everyone present, glided 
graceful ly down the slipway into the 
water. 

The Director of the yard in his speech 
mentioned that the Tjibadak in 1929 
was the first sh ip to be built by his 
yard for the KJCPL. If built today, 
this ship would cost 30 million guil
ders. If casted out by cubic feet, this 
would be much more than Straat 
Nagoya's costs. He concluded by 
complimenting the Japanese ship
building industry. 

Speaking for the directors of AIL, 
Mr de Haan remarked that Tjibadak 
had been a passenger ship which 
cou ld not very we ll be compared 
w ith a freighter. On the maps of 
Japan, one looked in vain for a 
'Nagoya Strait', but he did know of 
some narrows which could qualify 
for the name. He mentioned how 
important the 'Land of the Rising 
Sun' is for AIL, and concluded with 
a few impressive sentences in Japan
ese in which he thanked Mrs Fusako 
Fujisaki on the very festive occasion. 
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A NIGHT IN 

THE BALLROOM 

Poon Bing Chi, Chan Yau Man, lp Wing 
Cheung 

Lam Cheuk Shing 

J.M . Feringa 
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data-logger 
1971 - 04-01-1400 hours- RILSC rejuvenates General Committee, 
1971-06-02-1400 hours-RILSC announces Bowling Tournament, 
1971-06-12-1400 hours-RILSC members have not responded, 
1971-06-22-1400 hours- RILSC members have still not responded, 
1971-06-23- 1400 hours-RILSC alerts HKHOVZ to problem, 
1971-06-23-1401 hours- HKHOVZ enters all-female team, 
1971- 06-23-1402 hours- RILSC is flooded with entrants, 
1971-07-06-1959 hours - HKHOVZ withdraws all-female team, 
1971-07-06-2000 hours- RILSC Bowling Tournament commences. 

Man Pak-la i 

Ng Yun lam 

Mok Ho Shum 

And so, at eight o'clock sharp, Mr A .J. Kleber, Chair
man of the R.I.L. Sports Club and holder of the 1969 
" Most Exotic Throw" Award (see page 159) , set the 
ball rolling in the first·ever RILSC Bowling Tournament 
at the 39 automatic lanes of the air-conditioned South 
China Bowling Centre at Caroline Hill, Hong Kong. 

Acte de Presence 

Most of the RILSC Committee. the Bowling Convenor 
Mr Dick (lie) Linggo and his two enthusiastic daugh
ters, supporters, w ives, girlfriends, baby-of Mr (EDP) 
& Mrs (ACC) Fok-, a stunt man. a robber, RIL Post 
photographer Peter, and a few extra barkeepers. 
In short supply, the stock of boatsized bowling shoes, 
these premises not being accustomed to such a high 
rate of big·footed shipping men. 

Roll call 

First-Accounts-fielding not less than four very strong 
teams, highlighted by King·pin Mok Ho Shum, who 
scored a stunning 230 I 
Then, NO, right in their element, roll ing and pitching. 
Lekko boys-Boom is Ho ! 
Captain Aalberts to correct that starboard list, lest he 
and his crew land at the bottom. 
Trust the Finance boys to come up with some striking 
figures-witness their score sheet and their marker 
(yes, it 's you Miss ... . .. ) . 
Next, CTA-business as usual-with some very precise 
pin-pointing. 
M issing, A&C, in mourning at the announced departure 
of their boss; however, the team is bouncing back and 
w ill have matters well under control by the next 
session. 
Bold bow ling by the w ell·oiled TO team; their balls 
found their bearings and split the pins. 
HK MH, all their ballistic experts into one team, not 
to be lightly dismissed. 
VZ- Iining up two teams 

AAA ably led 
BBB wildly cheered 
by 
XXX Captains Vincent Ho and Chan Yau Man 
YYY Misses Josephine and Gracie 

Incidentally, The VZ side contains the few surviving 
members of that once famous tea m " Duim in't gat" 
(thump in' hole) who proved that they needed only a 
few (dozen) beers to reach their former high (spirited) 
standards. 

Trying to pin down the mood, it can be said that 
everyone had (more than) a ball. 

Ballyhoo 



Mr Shum Kwok Chuen 

It is surprising how much space can be gained when office 
desks are pushed aside, or so HK MH found when it was 
decided that the whole office staff should join in the 
celebration of 25 years' service by Mr Shum Kwok Chuen. 

Baron van Randwyck addressed the large gathering, which 
included Managing Director van Kretschmar, remind ing 
everyone that Mr Shum was the son of the late ' Mina' 
who in his day had given over 50 years' service to the 
Company-a great record. 

Mr Shum himself had worked in a general capacity at 
first until he went to the Passage Department. When the 
time came to find a reliable person for the Filing Depart
ment, he had proved to be an excellent choice, being a 
hardworking and dedicated worker, and his section had 
run very smoothly. 

The Manager for Hong Kong & China then congratulated 
Mr Shum and presented him, on behalf of Managing 
Directors, with an engraved 'jubilee' watch. 

Mr Lo Cheuk Man followed w ith the presentation of a 
tape-recorder from all the staff. 

Mr Shum concluded by thanking everyone and proposing 
a toast to the prosperity of the Company. 

CORTEGE 

Straat Fushimi lowered her flag to 
half-mast as she entered Durban har
bour on the day of the funeral of Dr. 
Verwoerd, himself an Amsterdam
born man. At the same moment, a 
procession of flamingoes paraded by, 
almost like mourners. This unusual 
incident was caught in the lens of a 
pressman's camera, and w as fea
tured in a Durban exhibition of press 
photography. 
Photo: Laurie Bloomfield of The Daily 
News. 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

The Jubilee watch is fastened on Mr Shum's wrist by 
the M anager for Hong Kong & China. 



A MARATHON 

Which produces Comrades 

One of the toughest road races in the 
world, 57 miles of jarring tar, rising 
or descending some 5000 feet on a 
switchback course, is described by 
Brian R. Brown (Durban, Tranship
ment} who participated this year:-

The Comrades M arathon is an annual
ly held road race run over a hilly 57 
mile course between Pietermaritzburg 
and Durban, and vice versa in alter
nate years. The 1971 race w as the 
'down' run to Durban and attracted 
over 1200 entries. 

1098 of us left Pietermaritzburg on 
the stroke of 6 a.m. on 31 Gt May, 

AHH! 
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and after ten miles encountered rain 
and very cold weather. Th is persisted 
until about 20 miles from Durban, 
where we had some very welcome 
sunshine to warm the cramped mus
cles. The last 10 miles w ere particu
larly difficult, but seeing the city in 
the distance acted as a real tonic to 
us. The winner of the race was Dave 
Bagshaw who finished in about 5 
hours, 48 minutes, and the last run
ners to qualify for a medal finished 
in just under the time limit of 111 
hours. 925 official entries completed 
the course within this time, my 
position being 277th in just over 8-! 
hours. Two ladies, as well as a cou
ple of Africans and an Indian also 
finished the course. 

I was amazed at the encouragement 
given by various runners and specta
tors along the route, and found the 
'Comradeship' w as wonderful. The 
race became not a matter of beating 
the other man, but beating myself, 
that is, conquering the pain and 
fatigue that makes one so badly 
want to sit down and give up. With
out the wonderful support of helpers, 
spectators, and other runners the 
Comrades M arathon would be an 
impossible task for most people who 
attempt it. Yes, the COMRADES 
MARATHON is very wel l named. 

We iust knew that 
the homely bar mid
ships in Straat T anga 
would be a convivial 
place. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr F. Terwogt (Managing Director) 
returned to Hong Kong from South 
America via Amsterdam on 15th 
July. 

Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar (Man
aging Director) flew from Hong Kong 
on 8th July on home leave. 

Mr H. Wever (General Manager for 
Australia & New Zealand) made a 
week's business trip to Hong Kong 
early in July. 

Mr J .M. Feringa ( HK HO VZ ) made 
a week's business trip to Japan in 
mid-July. 

FISHING HOLIDAY ? 

Our old friend Morris Crawford, who after 
44 years with the shipping scene in Mel
bourne retired in 1970 as Manager of the 
Melbourne Office, has turned his talent for 
assisting people and making friends to 
opening a small Fishing Lodge at Wonboyn 
Lake where he can accommodate six 
guests in three double rooms. He also has 
a self-contained. three-bedroom house to 
let some 500 yards away. He writes:-

"Wonboyn is off the Princess Highway 
iust 15 miles on the New South Wales 
side of the border with what is now an 
excellent road 7 miles in from the High
way. It is 350 miles from Melbourne and 
is a comfortable 7 hours drive. The same 
applies from Sydney . {There is a daily 
Air Service Sydney/Merimbula which is 
only 40 miles away, and arrangements 
can be made for us to pick up there) . 

The property is situated right on the lake 
side with its own private jetty and boat 
house. W e expect to be ready to receive 
guests from September 1st. 

Wonboyn offers excellent bream fishing, 
and in fact fishing of all kinds: lake, river, 
rock and surf. Howe ver. for those who 
do not fish we can recommend it for a 
few days com.olete rest in the peace and 
quiet of some of the most beautiful bush
land in Australia .. . . " 

There you have it. A nyone interested in 
spending leave in that part of Austral ia 
should write to Bream Lodge. Wonboyn 
Lake. N.S.W . Australia (Tel: Wonboyn 
Lake 69115). 



FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

Miss W .P. Love (Sydney) to Mr P.W . Field on 14th May. 
Miss Foo Tiew Lee (Singapore) to Mr Wee Kheng Soen on 20th May. 
Miss H.J .H. Brachel (Amsterdam) to Mr A .S.A . Bijl on 11th June. 
M iss P. Wayboer (Amsterdam) to Mr W .C. van Rekum on 11th June. 
3rd Officer J . Teygeler (Straat Honshu) to Miss E.L. Edelman on 17th June at 
Tokyo. 
3rd Officer S.N. Zuurbier (leave) to Miss C.P.H.N. van Egeraat on 23rd June at 
Dordrecht. 
4th Engineer P. Huigen ( leave) to Miss J . Vos on 26th June at Nijmegen. 
3rd Engineer P.L.C. de Kunder (leave) to Miss B. Reisiger on 2nd July at Tilburg. 
Miss L. Peursum (HK HO PZ) to Mr. H.C. Tam on 12th July. 

New Arrivals 

Mr Teja Singh (Singapore) : a son. Ajmerjit. on 14th April. 
Mr Y. Notake (Yokohama, Man.) : a daughter, Miho, on 18th May. 
2nd Officer F.C. Leliard (Straat Mozambique): a son, Kevin Francis. on 23rd May. 
Mr T. Yano (Yokohama. Man.): a daughter. Atsuko. on 24th May. 
3rd Engineer B. de Buyzer (Straat Torres): a daughter, Yvonne, on 14th June. 
2nd Officer H.K.C.B. Veenhuysen (Safocean Albany) : a daughter. Kirsi Iris 
Giannina, on 15th June. 
Captain R. Severien ((Straat Cumberland) : a daughter. Claudine Giralda, on 16th 
June. 
Chief Engineer W . van Oam (leave) : a son, Willem Jacobus, on 17th June. 
Mr J .W .H. W eissink (Tokyo, Man.) : a son, Alexander Maurits Jan, on 19th June. 
Mr K. Nishide (Osaka) : a daughter. Chikako. on 19th June. 
Mr L.W. W armenhoven (HK HO TD) : a daughter. Leonieke, on 6th July. 

" We are really sorry to see you 
leave. knowing that it wi ll be very 
difficult to do without you." So said 
Mr J . Dekker. Manager for South 
America, to Mr G.A. Logan at a 
farewel l luncheon party held in the 
American Club in Buenos Aires on 
30th June. 

Mr Logan joined the B.A . office in 
1962 when it was going through 
rather difficult times due to the 
departure of Mr Dashwood for the 
States and Mr Sweijen for Brazil. 
The Company was fortunate to find 
an old hand in shipping with a great 
deal of experience. Not only that. 
but he proved to know practically 
everyo:1e whom it was worth know
ing in local shipping circles, and 
many people said how lucky RIL was 
to have engaged a very good man. 
In a sense, this had its origin in an 
earlier period, during his heyday as 
a rugby player. 

Speaker continued: "Another char
acteristic, possibly developed at a 
later stage, was Mr Logan's admir
able patience and politeness when 
dealing with our Conference co-

FAREWELL-AND THANKS 

members. In this I am referring to 
him as Secretary of the FERBC. As 
the name implies, this Conference 
for many years covered the trades 
from the River Plate as well as Brazil. 
The Secretariat took a lot of t ime 
and effort, and Mr Logan handled 
all this almost singlehandedly. W e 
came to value this, particularly after a 
separate Conference covering Brazil 
was set up and the secretarial affairs 
for that area were transferred to Rio 
de Janeiro. That office initially needed 
frequent adv ice 
from Buenos Aires 
- me ani ng Mr 
Logan-and now 
employs four or 
five people." 

Mr Dekker con
c luded with thanks 
on behalf of Man
aging Directors, 

Mr R.F. Janssens, Mrs 
/. Barrera. Mr & Mrs 
Logan, Correspondent 
van Schaardenburg. 

ON INTEROCEAN HOUSE 

Wooden shuttering now entirely covers 
the new storey at H K HO and cement 
mixing is the feature of the day's work. 
In the floors below, despite electric drills, 
thumps, hammering, and- for one horrid 
week - a cut in air·conditioning. the RIL 
staff continues to work . 
It is understood that there is no truth in 
the suggestion that any staff to be recruited 
in the period before completion must be 
midgets! 

adding: " surely we shall still see you 
from time to time and therefore this 
is not 'goodbye' but 'hasta luego'. 

After expressing his appreciation, 
Mr Logan said that whenever so re
quired, he would be glad to help out 
on certain matters. His successor, 
Mr Fajdiga, then presented him with 
a crystal whiskey decanter on behalf 
of the staff and also paid tribute to 
Mrs Logan and her background sup
port. 



NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr P.J. Vink 
.. Verstraet en 

5th Engineer 
Appr. Engineer 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr B.W. Janse 2nd Officer I 2-6-71 
L.J .B. Lagendijk Th.l 7-6-71 
H. Andre de Ia Porte 3rd II 10-5-71 
F.H. Bregman II 26-5-71 
G. Carstens II 14-6-71 
Th.P. van der Heyden Th.ll 13-5-71 
R. de Jongh II 7-6-71 
N.E.F.M. van der Schrieck 

2~d Engi'neer 
I 16-6-71 

H. V erbu rg Th.C 1-6-71 
A.J. Bongers B 28-5-71 
TJ. Veenstra 3rd Th.B 10-6-71 
A.M. Zandee Th.B 25-5-71 
T.B. den Haak 4th A 21-1-71 

" G.J. van de Haa r A 21-5-71 
" C.J. van der Have A 28-1-71 
" J .W . Hermans A 17-6-71 
" J J ongman A 19-5-71 
" G.H. Meijerhof A 9-6-71 
" M.C.M. van Ra venstein A 19-5-71 
" L. de Regt A 22-2-71 

PROMOTIONS 

Our congratulations to the following officers who were 
promoted as from 1st July, 1971 :-

To Second Officer 
A.C. Ekelschot 
F. van Woerkom 

To Third Officer 
M . Gotje 
A .J . Oranje 
J.Ch. Roelse 

To Second Engineer 
J . Pleizier 

To Third Engineer 
J.J. de Beer 
P.A .J .M. Pennings 
R.L Sinnema 

To Fourth Engineer 
M .A. Brons 
H.J. de Bruine 
A. Eijgenraam 
G.J. van de Haar 
C.J. va n der Have 
J .W. Hermans 
R.L. Kooiman 
J . van Lare 
R. van Lelieveld 
M .C.M. Rademakers 
M.C.M. van Ravenste in 
A .A. Schraverus 
G. Stijweg 
W . Uiterwijk 
W. Winte r 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr C.A.A .J . Sinninghe Oamste was transferred from Yokohama 
(Management) to Hong Kong M.H. fo llowing home leave. 
Mr F. Braches was transferred f rom Lima to HK HO VZ fol lowing 
home leave. 
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LEAVE 

Mr F. Bakker 
F. Monteiro 
W . de Best 
E. van Hoek 

.. A .J. Martijn 
G. Verkroost 
D.F. van Woerdekom 
L.P.F. Baks 
C. Coumou 
J . ten Kate 

.. C. Dudendijk 
O.J. Pannevis 
J .W.J. Soenveld 
J.G.D. Kramer 

.. L. Balje 
W . Westerhof 
L. Smit 
A .J. Gulmans 
N.R. Klaus 
J . van Laar 
J . Smit 
P.A . W eenink 
A .W . Huve 
A .M .H. van W ersch 
A .W . Brouwer 
F.E. Folkerts 
R. Gast 

Those who returned are: 

Mr H.J .J. Kessenich 
C.H.P. te Lintelo 

.. J . Ozinga 
A . Treffers 
G.J. van den Berg 
E.A. Nolten 

.. J . T j . Wouda 
R. Zwenk 

.. J .C. van A peldoorn 
L.A.J . te Boekhorst 
G. Carstens 

.. J . Mennega 
P.P. Nolten 
N.E.F.M . van der 

Schrieck 
J.C. Vermunt 

.. M . Boomgaard 
l.M. Drewes 
S.L. Schuurman 
L.M.A . van Kesteren 
J . Pleizier 
H.G. Franzen 
J . Hemrika 
C.F. von Stein 

.. J .K. van Zalinge 
A . de Bree 
W .F. den Dulk 
C.J . van der Have 

.. P.E. Huizing 
A .J. de Kok 
R. van Lelieveld 
F.F. Tan 
E.H. Claassen 
A .J .M. Claesen 
Th. Dekker 
G. Derks 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
Engi~eer 2nd 

3·;d 

4th 

5th 

Chief Officer 

4th 

2~d Engi~ee r 

3~d 

4th Engi~eer 

posted to 

Straat M agelhaen 
Straat Chatham 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Kobe 
Straat Kobe 
Tjibantjet 
Straat Madura 
Straat Algoa 
Straat Towa 
Safocean Amsterdam 
Straat Agulhas 
Straat Kobe 
Straat Tauranga 

Straat Lagos 
Straat Tanga 
Straat Kobe 
Straat Clarence 
Straat V an Diemen 
Safocean Adelaide 
Straat Cumberland 
Straat Algoa 
Straat Chatham 
Straat Lombok 
Tjitarum 
Straat Rio 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Towa 
Houtman 
Straat Chatham 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Freet own 
Houtman 
Straat Cumberland 
St raat Cook 
Straat Kobe 



TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain Tj. van der Molen. master of STRAAT HONG KONG w as 
transferred to STRAAT FUSHIMI. 
Chief Officer J .M. Jansen of STRAAT HONG KONG was temporarily 
appointed Acting Captain and subsequently reverted to substantive 
rank. 
Captain J .J .E.M. Bruyn w as posted to STRAAT HONG KONG 
following home leave. 
Captain A .N. Kloots, master of STRAAT FUSHIMI went on home 
leave. 
Chief Officer C.W . de Jong of STRAAT TAURANGA was transferred 
to TJILIWONG as Acting Captain. 
Captain Th.H. Rappard, master of TJILIWONG w ent on home leave. 
Captain F.W . Kaptijn, master of STRAAT CHATHAM went on 
intermediate leave. 
Captain J .G. ten Bhomer w as posted to STRAAT CHATHAM fol
lowing home leave. 
Captain F. List was posted to STRAAT KOBE following home leave. 
Captain W .F. Klute w as posted to STRAAT FRAZER following 
home leave. 
Captain B.L. Legemaate. master of SAFOCEAN AUCKLAND w ent 
on home leave. 
Captain G.J. Nee w as posted to SAFOCEAN AUCKLAND following 
intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Tamboer of STRAAT BALl w as transferred to 
SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE. 
2nd Engineer J . Mazereeuw of STRAAT FUSHIMI w as transferred 
to STRAAT BALl as Acting Chief Engineer. 
Chief Engineer H.A. Klazema of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE w ent on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Spruyt of STRAAT HOLLAND went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer H.B. Visser w as posted to STRAAT HOLLAND 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .G. Maijoor of STRAAT TANGA w ent on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer G. Barendregt was posted to STRAAT TANGA 
following intermediate leave. 

Chief Engineer F.L.Th.M. Pietersma of STRAAT FRANKLIN w ent 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.J.G.A. Otten w as posted to STRAAT FRANKLIN 
following home leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer C. Ligtenberg of STRAAT FREMANTLE went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Weevers was posted to STRAAT FREMANTLE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.M. Deggens of STRAAT TAURA NGA went on 
home leave. 
2nd Engineer R.C.L. Camphorst w as posted as Acting Chief Engineer 
to STRAAT TAURANGA following intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer Th.J. Bronsvoort of STRAAT TOWA w ent on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer J .J.A. Guitoneau w as posted to STRAAT TOWA 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.C. Smeenk w as posted to STRAAT KOB~ fo l
lowing intermediate leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer J.H.M .Th. Smulders of ms. STRAAT M AGEL
HAEN went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J.C.S. van Bi jsterveld was posted to ms. STRAAT 
MAGELHAEN following home leave. 

IN MEMORIAM 

We announce with regret the deaths of the following:-

J.A .M . van Swieten ( retired Employe, KPM) on 23rd May at The 
Hague, aged 87. 
Miss L. Engles ( retired Employee, KPM) on 5th June at The Hague, 
aged 70. 
J .A. Willemsen (retired Employe, KPM) on 23rd June at Hilversum, 
aged 52. 
W .F.G. Henskens (retired Captain, KPM) on 26th June at Ridder
kerk. aged 69. 

~~~:,:-1 
! M .V l 

TO THE EDITOR 

. when the old Nieuw Holland 
went to w ar, the first troops she 
carried were Australians. The first 
souvenirs taken from the ship were 
the brass nameplates above the 
ladies' bathrooms, which read in 
Dutch: " Bad Dames" ('bad'-bath, 
'dames'-ladies) ." 

C. BAAK 
(Captain, retired) 

~ STRAAT : 

1 BANKA I 

~ ~ 
I ~ 
~ AUSTRALIAN ~ 
I 1 
~ TRADE ~ 
$ SHIP ~ 
~ 1961 1 

~ " Captain - you've been on the wrong side of the counter." ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Reproduced by kind permission of the · Hobart Mercury .' ~ 

-..-.-..· .. -.·.-.-.w .. -.. -..-.-.w......,..,._w.-.,~· •. ,.,.......,._-...._._._._._._ .. _._._._...,..._._..._._._ •.. ,._.._...,._..,..,._..._ 
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COMPASS 

CONTACT DAY 

Unfortunately, the photos have not yet 
reached us, but we shall hope to include 
them next month. 
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the magnetic compass nearly 3000 
years ago. From them it is believed 
the knowledge of its construction 
and use spread to the Arabs who in 
turn introduced it into Europe. The 
exact date when this happened is not 
known, but a primitive form of com
pass w as being used by European 
sailors in the 12th century. Th is 
consisted of an iron needle that had 
been stroked with a lodestone. It 
was placed on a pivot or floated on 
w ater, so that it could turn freely and 
in this way was able to come to rest 
in a position that was approximately 
north and south. The first recorded 
reference to the mariner's compass 
is that of Francesco da Buti, who 
in 1380 wrote that 'sai lors use a 
compass at the middle of which is 
pivoted a wheel of light paper, on 
which wheel the needle is fixed 
and the star (wind rose) painted '. 
Flemish navigators are believed to 
have been responsible for naming 
the intermediate sub-divisions of 32 
points or rhumbs about 1390. But 
before the compass w as developed 

Once more- and again favoured by 
perfect weather - R I L arranged fo r 
the annual meeting of officers' fami 
lies residing in Holland. 

This 'contact-day ' took place on 
June 3rd, and at 10 o'clock t he 
spacious lounge of m .v. Erasmus 
started to fi l l as the group met in 
Rotterdam. Old acquaintances had 
happy reunions, and when everyone 
was on board (except for a party 
of three, who luckily were able to 
embark a few miles upstream) , the 
vessel headed for the Maas bridges, 
which are only opened for shipping 
at fixed hou rs. T he first part of the 
trip was to Krimpen a/d IJssel to 
have a look at Straat Nagoya under 
construction in the yard of Van 
der Giessen-de Noord . Then v ia the 
River Noord- giving a look at the 
Kinderdijk 's famous windm ills- to 
the Oude M aas at Dordrecht, and via 
Rozenburg, w ith a sidetrip to look at 
V erolme's mammoth tanker build ing, 
to the Nieuwe W aterw eg. The hustle 
and bustle of the world 's premier 
port contrasted strongly with the 
rural Oude Maas as the trip neared 
its end. 

wind direction and sta rs . Their charts 
contained a wind rose or 'rosa 
ventorum', which was marked off to 
show the eight w inds on which 
they depended . On t he w ind rose 
t he north point was marked with 
a T for 'tramontana', or, later, a 
broad arrowhead, spear or fleur de 
lis. The east was marked with an L 
for 'levanter' or, later, a cross. The 
compass cards had their cardinal 
points also ornamented w ith various 
motifs, sai ling-ships, birds, fish, rep
ti les or sea monsters, bulls, leaves, 
triangles, and stars. In the 17th 
century the compass roses began 
to be developed into degrees that 
gave more accurate readings, but it 
was not until the 19th century that 
t he division into 360 degrees from 
t he north c lockwise, w as devised . 
The modern form of t he mariner's 
compass is due to the work of Lord 
Kelvin, 1824-1907, who perfected it 
in the 19th century, along with some 
other notable nautical devices. He 
replaced the long heavy needle with 
the present short needle. 

Everyone was in high spirits, as the 
photographs show, and Spido's abun
dant catering must be given credit 
for some of th is. 

In addition to officers on home leave, 
w ho were of course inv ited, some 
thirteen children were also on board. 
There w as strict separation during 
luncheon, but later on they w ere 
brought together in peace and cheer
ful harmony. They too had a mar
vellous day, as Monique van der 
Kroft (12 ) , prize-winner in RIL's 
essay-contest, wrote:-

.... . Jammer genoeg waren we weer 
bij het M onument 'De Boeg' . 0 , wat 
vonden wij dat tach jammer. W e 
hoopten, dat we elkaar nog zouden 
zien. Nadat we iedereen een hand 
hadden gegeven, gingen we van 
board at. lk vind het maar fijn dat 
de K.J.C.P.L. van zulke leuke dingen 
organiseert! " 

A special vote of thanks to Mrs 
M .A. lneke-de V os who organises, 
and with her own enthusiasm helps 
to make these 'contact-days' such 
pleasant occasions. 
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