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Amsterdam, lovely capital of the Netherlands, a port of international stature, and home of our Head Office in 
'Het Scheepvaarthuis'. Inside the distinctive building (illuminated in summer), the shipping business goes on. 
Outside, unique 17th century architecture, tranquil waterways and traffic-choked roads add up to a mixture 
which attracts millions of tourists every year. 



The charter ship Despina R was redelivered to 
owners at the end of March. 

Whilst m .v. Tjiwangi was lying at Circular Quay in 
Sydney on 7th March, a fire broke out on D-deck 
between holds Nos. 3 and 5, on the starboard side. 
It was detected at 1225 and completely extinguished 
the same afternoon. The ship sailed at her scheduled 
time. 

FOCUS (opposite) 

Thanks to Correspondent Keller and Cameraman J . de 
Groot (seen at his desk) , we are able to start off a 
new series which will Focus our attention on the 
Company and its interests. In Amsterdam HO are Mr 
Heltzel and Miss Schouten compiling the monthly 
'Verloflijst V lootpersoneel', and the two 'juniors' admire 
the model of Tj inegara in the reception area. The lens 
lights on the tower of a tiny church in the 'Jordaan·. 
the famous 'Montelbaans-tower' on the banks of the 
Oude Waal and the curved sweep of the 'Oudezijdskolk'. 
known to hurried staff w ho take the shortcut to shop 
at Damrak. Though the IJ-tunnel now takes the fast 
traffic, yet pedestrians and cylists must st ill use the old 
Jetties of the IJ-ferry, where from the north side can 
be seen the spire of St. Nico laas' Church and the roof 
o f Central Station. 

J 

FLEET FACTS 

TWICE DOUBLE-BANKED 

Last month we showed Straat 
Agulhas, time-pressed at San
tos, discharging some of her 
cargo to Straat Hobart. On her 
eastward run, the ship found 
berthing delays in Port Elizabeth 
and East London. So here she 
is again, double-banked at Dur
ban with Straat Hong Kong and 
transferring the cargo destined 
for the two crowded ports. 

In Santos, it was 'eyes front'. 
Here we look back to where 
Straat Agulhas' transom stern 
makes a nice contrast with 
the roundness of the eighteen
month older Straat Hong Kong . 

Straat N-

Progress is being made in the building 
of Straac Nagoya, seen here in the 
yard of Van der Giessen-De Noord. 
The keel was laid in September, 1970 
and the vessel is expected ro be 
launched next June. 
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Auckland Centennial 

Before our city was founded, the 
harbour was here. It is the heart of 
A uck land and it is here t hat the story 
of al l of A uckland begins. 
About t he year 925 A.D . a Polynesian 
named Nupe visited us and sai led 
round the two islands. Abel Tasman 
was the first man to cross that 
stretch of water which fitting ly bears 
his name the Tasm an Sea; this was 
in t he year 1642. 
On M onday, 9th October, 1769 
Captain Cook fi rst landed in New 
Zealand . It is strange that Auckland's 
very first immigrants made harbour 
on October 9th 1842 in two little 
vessels, the " Duchess of A rgy le" 
and the " Jane Gifford". They were 
mostly of Scottish origin and were 
dropped on the mud f lats to find 
their way ashore as best they could. 
The conditions of the young cit y of 
Auckland during the first years of 
existence were not env iable. 
Captain Robson purchased Auckland 
for fi f ty-six pounds in cash! A bag of 
sugar, a bag of flour, some hatchet s, 
pipes, sh irts, caps, t rousers, waist-
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by 

Jeff Geddes 
(Auckland City Council) 

coats, and tobacco. The deed of 
purchase is dated 29th July 1840. 
On the 18th of September, 1840 the 
founding of the city of Auckland 
took place. 
The most fundamental aspect of life 
in early Auckland was the link be
tween land and sea. Water was the 
easiest means of t ransport. Across 
the sea came the settlers. news. and 
suppl ies. 
T hose were t he " Tops' l days! Sheets 
and halya rds were bar taut. and the 
rattle of the headsails, and thrashing 
of canvas made sweet music for any 
yachtsman's ear." 
The fi rst Auckland Regatta was held 
in January 1880; the first race was 
for a prize of £100 and a master's 
prize of a sextant. and this drew the 
finest fleet of schooners ever wit
nessed at an Auckland Regatta . 
We must thank yet another ship for 
providing a crew to play the very 
first game of Rugby recorded in New 
Zealand. It was in A uckland, the sh ip 
was the H.M .S. " Rosario" and the 
date- 11th June, 1870. 

It can be seen t hen, that SHIPS 
played the greatest part in the devel
opment of Auckland and the country. 
A pril 24th 1971 marks t he cent enary 
of the A uckland City Council. The 
loca l ship of state sails into its 100th 
year. Auckland was constituted a 
City on that date and the City t hen 
covered 623 acres. 

That Auckland has grown to such 
dimensions and prospered exceed ing
ly is due largely to t he spirit of those 
pioneer settlers. 

The b irth and early rigours of A uck
land was brought about by these 
people who had been wil ling to sa il 
thousands of miles to find opportu
nity. 

Today as you look out over the har
bour you can see boats of all shapes 
and sizes; fre ighters, ocean liners, 
ferries, pleasure boats, and naval 
gun-boats. 

Yes, the harbour is t he focal point of 
our city, and the best way to see it 
is, natura lly enough, by boat. 
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Thanks to the good offices of Mr M . Joughin, Shipping 

Manager of Messrs. Russell & Somers in Auckland, we 

are able to publish something about that city's centenary. 

Ancient canoes and stone houses are seen now only in 

museums (above). Sailing ships are also gone, as well 

as the horses and carts wh1ch came to meet them ( left) . 

To-day's harbour is a busy place, and in the picture below, 

both Straat Le M aire and Straat Singapore can be seen 

in the mid-distance. The former sailed to Africa and the 

latter to Asia. 

Photos: 
Auckland 
Star 
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1 TEN YEARS AGO 
"' RIL Post, 1st April, 1961 

i 
! 
! 

NO ROOM TO SWING A CAT? 

! 
" Since the War, only a few RIL ships have called ~ 
at Pointe de Ga/ets, Reunion. 

On December 15th last, m .v. Tjimenteng called at 
this port which, as the photograph shows, does not 
leave much room for manoeuvring. 

~ ·------~----····-'·-·---·-·-·-·--·-----·-·-------· -..-.-........... --.. .. -...-.·-·---'· 
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MOUNTA INS HIGH! 
Every winter, without exception, one or 
other of the grea t ocean liners arrives in 
port with broken windows, smashed life
boats, as the result of terrific encounters 
with the giant waves o f the winter gales. 
Even our modern floating monuments to 
man's ingenuity and labour are not immune 
from the forces of nature that took such 
heavy toll of the mariners of old. 

Yet storms that have battered a great 900-
foot leviathan may have left a 40-foot 
fish-boat without damage. It is not always 
size that saves a ship from the fury of the 
elements. In fact it is their very size and 
weight that render liners liable to damage 
from the battalions of Father Neptune 
when the smaller ships come through un
scathed. Where the trawler rises above 
each wave, the mighty liner, disdaining the 
forces opposed to her, smashes her way 
through and, thus, occasionally receives a 
tremendous blow causing great damage. 

Scientists all over the world are studying 
the phenomena of ocean waves, and are 
now agreed that even in the heaviest 
storms, waves seldom reach a height of 
more than 50 feet. 

The height of waves can usually be cal
culated in feet at about half the number of 
mi les per hour that the wind is blowing. 
Thus, a 60-mile breeze will raise a 30-foot 
wave, while a 100-mile-an-hour hurricane 
wi ll raise a 50-foot wave. There have been 
instances of waves running to 100 feet in 
height but these were probably of a tidal 
nature caused by some great submarine 
upheaval or earthquake under the ocean 
bed. 

In the Pacific, where there is a great ex
panse of open sea, and where the water 
is very deep, great waves often rise during 
cyclonic gales up to 70 feet in height. 
Gigantic seas have also been encountered 
south of Cape Horn and the Cape of Good 
Hope, where there is an uninterrupted 
stretch of water for many hundreds of 
mi les. In this notoriously stormy region 
great rollers over 1000 feet in length have 
been noted. 

Science explams the action of ocean waves 
as being caused by the compression of 
numerous 'particles·. If you placed a quan
tity of lead-shot in a bottle and pushed 
your finger down into it you would cause 
a depression which is equivalent t o the 
trough of the sea caused by wind pressure. 

The displaced shot must go somewhere, 
and being prevented from going downward 
by the bottom of the bottle. i t nilturally 
rises upwards and forms a hump on the 
surface which represents the crest of a 
wave. 

If the wtnd is made to take the place of 
your finger, it is taking the place of part 
of the water and part of the water is rising 
into the air. Thus. we have the undulating 
surface we ca ll waves. 
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'Waves', however. are only known to lands
men as such. The sailor alw ays calls them 
'seas·. In fact, on board most shtps you 
will not hear the word 'wave· mentioned 
at all, except when officers are giving 
information to passengers. 

The peculiar thing a bout waves of water is 
that although they may t ravel for thousands 
of miles (the sea wave of Krakatoa went 
half way round the world) the actual water 
never moves at all. This is shown most 
c learly by the refusal of the toy boat to 
come ashore. It merely rides the ir:coming 
waves, keeping consistently out of the 
owner's reach. 

The waves do not move forward until their 
movement is interrupted by the hull of a 
ship, a breakwater. an 'i ron-bound' coast, 
or unti l a shoaling bottom interferes with 
their motion. Then the force of the particles 
is diverted from a ci rcu lar to some other 
kind of motion. That is why the waves 
dash and spray when they meet resistance. 
The energy that has been merely revolving 
is broken up and expends itself in shooting 
wa ter upwards. 

Normally the more violent the wind the 
greater the height and speed of the wave. 
But in some cases, as in a China-type 

typhoon, the gusts can be so violent that 
they blow the sea nearly flat. The speed 
of waves is usually just a little behind that 
of the wind driving it, and this in the 
northern hemisphere is often as much as 
100 mi les per hour. 

A ll this disturbance is on the surface only. 
Underneath the water is motionless. 

Waves reach out very far from their centres 
of disturbance, and this is why you often 
see great waves coming ashore on a wind
less day. Nothing, however. can be to ld 
from their height or speed about how far 
off, or how severe, is the bad weather 
causing them. But if their crests are near 
together. it does mean that the water is 
shallow. Often. also, on a completely calm 
day groups of large waves wi ll arrive 
apparently from nowhere. disturbing an 
otherwise smooth sea. These are caused 
by a passing squall. well offshore, w hich 
has died away and left just those few 
waves instead o f the steady arrival of great 
rollers, which are the normal signs of 
lengthier storms. 

The height of waves is calculated from 
trough to crest. and half the wave is always 



beneath the water-level, thougl- this is 
quali fied by the fact that wind sometimes 
carries the crest h1gher. Their leng~h is 
the distance through their base from one 
trough to another. 

Even in mid-Atlantic, where waves have 
plenty of room t o grow t o full strength, 
they rarely exceed 45 feet. But in the win
ter of 1956. the White Star liner Olympic 
encountered a monster measuring 52 feet 
from Sea-level to crest and it was preceded 
by a 52-foot trough. 

The height is controlled by several factors. 
The creation of even medium waves re
quires plenty of sea-room, and large ones 
need any thing from 600 to 900 miles. Also. 
the height o f deep-sea waves depends 
entirely on their length or 'base' . Sixty-foot 
waves would run about three to the mile, 
so that the casua l addit1on of 20 feet to 
one's favounte 'bounding billow' takes in 
a lot of territory. 

A wave crashing against something solid 
wi ll rise to almost incredible heights. 
Lighthouses, 120 feet high. have frequently 
had green water go right over them. And 
altitudes o f 150 feet have been reached . 
But these are splashes. not waves. 

A trawler. owing to its lightness. rides the 
waves like a cork or bottle. It ri ses with 
the wave and falls with it. slides up on to 
the crest of a roller and 'coasts' down its 
further slope wi thou t plunging headlong 
into it. 

The ltner is much longer, much heavier. 
and moves through the sea w ith a steady. 
pendulum-like motion. ignoring the state of 
the surrounding water. This pendulum-l1ke 
pitch is regular and constant. For instance. 
a 60,000-ton ship p1tches regularly up and 
down every 10 seconds. The roll is. like
wise. regular and constant . Thus. a 60,000-
ton ship rolls every 13 seconds. 

In certatn circumstances the great hull of 
an ocean liner may span the valley or 
trough between the crests of two mighty 
waves. so that the ship's bow is supported 
by one wave and her stern by the other. 
leaving all her midship section. which con
tains her machinery and heaviest weights. 
not adequately supported. Thus. if her con
struction has been skimped. her seams 
begin to open from the keel upwards. 

On the other hand. she may poise herself 
on one mighty crest with troughs ill
supporting her bow and stern, in which 
may be placed her well-filled cargo holds. 
Instantly a ternfic downward strain is 
exerted. causing a weak ship to begin to 
crack from her superstructure downwards. 

These two strains. which are known as the 
'sagging' and 'hogging' strains are, how
ever. well provided for in all so lid ly-built 
ships. and a great factor o f safety above 
any strain she is ever likely to encounter 
is provided for by the marine architect and 
builder. 

For example. 1f a sh1p, 900 feet long. is 
caught by two waves, say 450 feet in 
length, one crest supporting the bow and 
the other the stern. the 'bending strain' is 
approximately 1.050.000 tons. yet a marine 
architect will put the factor of safety in 
every well- found ship at nearly double this 
tremendous pressure. 

Passengers in ships that have met heavy 
weather often state (in addition to the 
inevitable mention of waves 'mountains 
high') that the ship ' nearly turned turtle'. 
Few of these passengers know. however, 
that the factor of safety over and beyond 
the maximum roll set by architects is rea lly 
remarkable. 

The architect o f one great American steam
ship company told me thnt if the mouths 
of the funnels and the other vents and 
ports could be adequately c losed. any of 
his firm's fleet could be put right over until 
half the diameter of the funnel was sub
merged and even then the ship, w hen 
released, would quickly regain an even 
keel. 

The biggest and most destructive waves 
are caused by disturbances on the sea
bottom. They sometimes reach heights 
and speeds which are appalling. and the 
devastation they work ashore is as great 
as the earthquake which. usually, precedes 
them. Where they sweep into a bay or 
estuary. their height increases. though they 
lose speed. Some of them are 100 feet 
high, some even greater. The Krakatoa 
w ave. which is thought to have been about 
300 feet when it star ted. with a speed of 
700 mi les per hour. was ful ly 200 f ee t high 
when i t reached the shores of Java. This 
wave crossed the Pacific. raising the San 
Francisco tide gauges by seven inches. 
while part of it rounded the Horn. passed 
across the Atlantic, and was still two 
inches high in the English Channel. It took 
only 32t hours to make the 11 .000-mile 
j ourney. 

This type of wave 1s nearly as good a 
man-killer as an earthquake. and is even 
more feared by luckless coastal dwellers. 
Sometimes the death-roll is anything from 
10,000 to 50,000 people or more. The 
Japanese wave of 1703 is known to have 
killed over 100,000. Under such onslaughts 
whole towns are swept away or, on the 
retreat of the wave, show themselves 
totally ruined and present the amazing 
spectacle of a tangled heap of houses and 

ships. equally wrecked. In 1692. Port Royal, 
in the West Indies. was submerged under 
30 feet of water. and a British warship 
had the disconcerting experience of being 
swept c lear over a town of 2500 houses 
and back to the open sea in sa fety. 

Height bears little relation to the damage 
w aves can do. Observations made off the 
coost o f Argyll, Scotland, showed thnt 
those hammering at the Skerrymore Rocks 
struck with a force o f 600 lbs. to the square 
foot even in summer. During bad weather 
2000-pounders were quite common. whi le 
one measured wave broke with a force of 
6000 lbs. per square foot! 

Small wonder then that an incoming sea 
at Bilbao harbour in Spain overturned a 
solid stretch o f breakwater weighing 1700 
tons. and at Wick. Scotland, two stone 
blocks weighing eight and ten tons were 
hurled over the breakwater parapet which 
was 21 feet above high sea- level. 

On another occasion the U.S. Navy craft 
Wateree met one wave that lifted it over 
a rai lway embankment at Arica, Peru, into 
a field. 

Even ordinary st orm waves are frightening 
in their violence, and some of their freak 
actions are almost unbelievable. Light
houses on very exposed coast lines. for 
instance, stand an occasional chance of 
having thei r lights put out through moun
tainous seas hurl1ng a colossal boulder at 
them. A piece of rock estimated to weigh 
40 tons was hurled at Eddystone in 1928. 
The rock was l1fted 140 feet above sea
level. 

A stranger risk that such l1ghthouses run 
is of having thei r doors burst open from 
wi thin. due to the vacuum created by a 
huge wave sweeping up the tower. 

Sometimes these furious waves seem to 
be able to bring the sea inland with them. 
as 1n the tragic Galveston inundation of 
1900 when 5000 people lost their lives. 
Such a disaster might be caused by the 
raistng of the water-level into a permanent 
wave by steady wind pressure. It occurs 
frequently in inland lakes and results in 
the water at one end of the lake being 
higher than t hat at the other. while on the 
sea coast it means unusually high tides. 

But the governing factor in the size of the 
sea waves is always that of searoom. And 
that is why in the South Seas. where there 
is ltttle or no land to interfere. and the 
winds have nothing to do but b low clean 
round the end of the world, one could 
probably find the longest and largest and 
grandest o f waves- 45 feet certainly. 
Possibly even 50. And that is also w hy 
even a gale never ra1ses anything on a 
pond in a park higher than about five 
inches. 

PAUL BROCK 

Reproduced by kind permission 
of The Nautical M agazine 
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" WHITE SAILS 

Photo: The Cape Times 

Cape Town - Rio de Janeiro 

Fifty-eight yachts from fifteen different countries made an impressive sight as they crossed the starting line 
at Cape Town on 18th January for the longest ocean race ever held. A sparkling day with an ideal 25-35 
knot southeaster blowing made perfect sailing conditions. As the armada swept towards the horizon, the 
Argentinian Navy yawl, 'Fortuna', which RIL carried aboard Straat Fiji, was lying fourth, just behind the 
Dutch entry, ·Stormy'. 

"Rolling down to Rio" 

Cape Town turned out in full force to see 
the start of the 5,000 kilometre transatlantic 
race. A huge crowd gathered to watch the 
start. They lined the shores, and all main 
roads leading from Sea Point to Cape Town 
were clogged with traffic as motorists 
stopped to watch the lead1ng yachts. 

Sea Point police. who received numerous 
complaints of trespassing, spent the after
noon moving from rooftop to rooftop 
keeping people from the edge and re
moving those who w ere there illegally. 

Photo: The Argus 

From about mid-day people began to settle 
on the roofs of the flats, and beachfront 
balconies filled with people. They perched 
on the roofs of the houses behind and 
clambered on to stepladder::; and up trees. 

Beaches, breakwaters and rocks w ere 
packed with spectators, some of whom 
even waded into the water to get a better 
view. It was wonh seeing. Under a clear 
sky, the billowing sails of the craft, flying 
pennants from fifteen different nations, 
made an impressive sight ll::i they headed 
we~tward . 
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CROWDING" 
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Photo: Sun-Herald 

Sydney - Hobart 

The annual Australian yacht classic starts from Sydney each year on Boxing Day. At the start, the harbour 
is heavily congested with competitors and spectator craft, and during this period the port is closed to 
commercial shipping . Last December, the leading yacht 'Apollo' (Sail No . R.100) was seen clearing Sydney 
Heads, surrounded by a multitude of spectators, while Safocean Amsterdam laid in the roads awaiting entry. 

In a masterly report on the race, the Aus
tralian magazine 'Seacraft' described the 
tribulations of the fourteen boats which 
did not finish . In fact Apollo (seen above), 
the second largest boat in the race, was 
the first to withdraw with a snapped rudder 
and a broken boom. 

" In its predictably unpredictable manner, 
the Tasman Sea ate up a record number 
of entrants in this year's Sydney to Hobart 
race , which happened to be the final selec
tion race for the 1971 Admiral's Cup team . 

Judging from the results one would have to 
surmise that the big boats were favoured 

"The little guys took the brunt . ... " 

by the weather this year, as they took the 
first six places on handicap. No one yacht 
under 40 feet took any of the major placings. 
The only thing the little guys really took 
was the brunt of a south easterly gale 
which no boat escaped completely. Only 
the soar makers will remember this race 
with fond memories." 

Broken spars, broken rudders, lost masts 
-these were the stories as the boats 
battled against 40-50 knot headwinds. 
Many were forced to heave to. One boat, 
having lost its mast, drifted for three ner
vous days off Flinders Island before finally 
putting out a Mayday call. The 43-foot 

Rum Runner turned turtle in heavy seas; 
when she righted herself, her sai ls were 
on ly shreds of cloth . 

So it went on. Every entry had its own 
story of vicious seas and ea rsplitting, 
terrifying crashes as the boats rolled off 
12-foot waves. All credit to Pacha who, 
with one of the most experienced crews, 
was overall winner. 

Seacraft concludes: 

" How, then, did the crews of the smaller 
yachts make out? They must have taken 
a terrible hiding- and they are the real 
heroes of the epic." 
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THE LAST ' WORKHORSE ' LEAVES 
ss. T JIPONDOK sold for breaking 

Tjipondok's American ongm is in
dicated by this notice, one of many, 
which certifies the wheelhouse, ac
cording to regulations in the United 
States. 

This photograph hung in the officers' 
messroom on board Tjipondok for 
26 years. 

Named by the United States M aritime Commission 
in tribute to Hillsdale College, located at Hi ll sdale, 
Michigan, the s.s. " Hillsdale Victory" , siM hundred 

~r';-~~,\r~~~ah~~n~~i'M:t~it1! ~Yor~~ra~.~~.8R~c:~~~~ 
CalifOrnia , was launched from Yard One at 11 .30 
p.m. on Saturday, June 23. 1945. 
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Sponsor 

fra JUAN GUZMAN CRUCHAGA 

M atrons of Honour 
M rs CARL FLESHER 

W1fe of U.S.M .C. Regional Director 
Mrs. CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS 
Wile of U .S. Army Flyer 

Speaker 

Or. LEON 8 . REYNOLDS 
Hi llsdale. Class of 1906 

Professor of Engineenng, Stanford University 

Invocation 
Chaplain H.P. McNAllY 

Commander U.S.N.R. 

Triggerman 
His Exc. JOAQU IN FERNANDEZ 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chde 

" Peace hath her victories 
No less renowned than war." 

The two ships which the old Javaline 
named TJIPONDOK had two th ings in 
common; they were both steamships 
and they were both purchased ' ready
made'. The first vessel was SMN's 
' Banka', bought in 1927 and sold for 
breaking in 1934. The second, bought 
from the Netherlands Government on 
30th October, 1946, was ' Hillsdale 
V ictory', built in 1945 by the Per
manente Metals Corporation, Rich
mond, California, and subsequently 
chartered to the De La Rama steam
ship Co. of San Francisco before the 
Netherlands Government bought her. 

Now the time has come for the 
second Tjipondok to go, and with 
her goes not only the name but also 
the last of the Javaline steamships. 
She has had a good run. 

After Tjipondok was delivered to the 
JCJL at San Francisco, the ship 
sailed for Europe via the West Indies, 
in time-charter to the KNSM. On 
arrival at Amsterdam, some repairs 
and alterations were carried out to 
make the ship more suitable for 
service in the tropics. She left for 
Indonesia in February, 1947, carrying ' 
four tugboats on deck, Army and 
Red Cross cars in the holds, as well 
as general cargo . For this outward 
voyage she had been chartered by 
the 'Nederland ' Company. On her 
way to Genoa. the vessel encountered 
stormy weather in the Atlantic and 
finally arrived with a leak in her fore
peak which resulted in a seven-day 
delay for temporary repairs. She left 
Genoa on February 20th and reached 
Indonesia without further incident. 

During the remainder of 1947, 1ji
pondok was employed in the Japan
Indonesia Service (JIS) , and from 
January to May, 1948, she was char
tered by the KPM for the carriage of 
flour and sugar, calling occasionally 
at Mauritius. From June 1948, the 
ship w as employed in the Malaya
lndonesia-Australia Service (MIAS) 
-afterwards ca lled the East Aus
tralia Service ( EAUS ) - in which she 
gave more or less regular services 
until May, 1949. The Far East -Africa
South America Service (ASAS) then 
saw Tjipondok for a year and a half 
until December, 1950 when she was 
placed in the Japan-lndonesia-Ser-
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vice (JIS), w hich in 1959 extended 
to include Hong Kong . There was a 
short 'excursion' in 1959 to West 
Africa, and then in 1960, Tj ipondok 
entered the Far East-East Africa 
Serv ice ( EAFS) where, with her 
sisterships, Tj ibodas and Tjikampek, 
she became a fami liar sight for the 
next decade. 

By present-day standards, Tjipondok 
was 'plain and simple' but there was 
a spaciousness in her decks which 
led to informal gatherings outside 
at all hours. This informality may 
have been t he reason for the cheer-

1 ful atmosphere w hich was always 
apparent on the steamship. Like her 
sisters, she carried refrigerated con
tainers on her deck, and from time 
to time also was crowded with cages 
as wild animals t ravelled to Asia 
f rom East Africa . 

Her builders were still prepared for 
war in 1945, and Tjipondok's strong 
lines incorporate steel platforms for 
the gun turrets w hich might have 
been installed. W e hear that they 
have come in handy nowadays for 
the boxing and judo which has been 
part of the officers' daily workout. 
There is also a wartime flying bridge 
on her t op deck, w ith two enormous 
searchlights c lose by. A derrick-rest 
fitted on her funnel seems to indicate 
a possible handling of ammunition 
to the Oerlikons, and in the wheel
house is a special switchboard for 
wartime half-voltage illumination. 
The radar in the corner is the smal lest 
in the RIL fleet. 

Happily, it has been twenty-six years 
of peacefu l sailing and many full 
cargoes. Even on her last cal l at 
Hong Kong, there was the usual tight 
crowd of junks waiting to offload 
tobacco, asbestos, cotton, soda ash 
and coffee in between rain showers. 
and the decks were full of black
wood for Japan. 

Staff in lnterocean House at North 
Point ran to the windows on 27th 
February as a long, mournful siren 
sounded; it was Tjipondok's farewe ll. 
W e hope that Captain Brons and 
everyone on board could see the 
handkerchiefs as HK HO waved 
Goodbye to a ship which has served 
the Company well. 

As the old steamship laid at the 

buoy in Hong Kong on her last voy

age, the RIL Post camera roamed 

round her decks. Up on the flying 

bridge, Second Officer A.C. Hartman 

demonstrated her wartime use, in

cluding the two big searchl ights, one 

of which is seen on the left . The 

round gun platform and the empty 

derrick-rest on the funnel are also 

reminders of the past. Down below, 

in the wheelhouse is "the smallest 

radar in the Fleet" . 

Tjipondok's decks were crowded 

with logs of blackwood for Japan, 

and the attendant craft show her 

still busy up to the last moment. 
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CARGO AIRSHIPS 

) Monocoque Hull 
Cargo Elevator Shafts Hetipad 

Retractable 

I 
_, 

Straat BlimP 

Bridge 
Computer Room 

A new class o f ships for RIL, Straat B's 
Blimp. Balloon, Bombast. . . . . Is this so 
much hot air, or is it possib le that an air
ship cou ld be the transport o f the future? 

The reputable 'Nautical Magazine' says: 
" A i rships- this time cargo-carrycng ones 
-are again being contemplated by respon
scble authorit ies in U.K."" 

Ind ications are that there is a growing 
number of scientists and business experts 
who are planning a new revo lution in world 
transport, a system of cargo dcstribution 
that would greatly reduce cargo-handling 
costs 

The drawbacks of the o ld 'Zeppelin" con
cept w ere the prohibitive cost of the 
heavy skeleton structure of ring frames 
and girders, and the combustible nature 
of hydrogen gas as lifting power. Now 
modern materials. new construction tech
niques (including computer ca lcu lation) . 
and the avai labi lity of helium at a greatly 
reduced cost have made it possible to 
consider the airship as a prac ti ca l means 
of carrying and distributing cargo in the 
1980's. 

One company, Cargo Airliners Ltd .. has 
actua lly been formed in t he U.K .• and their 
drawing - not an exact b lueprint- serves 
as a guide to indicate some of the features 
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Cargo Decks 
Crew Quarters 

that could be incorporated in the design. 
Mr Max Rynish, the M anaging Director of 
the company, is carrying out a feasibi lity 
study o f the economics of airship opera
tion in the cargo-carrying sphere. We are 
indebted to the International Shipping 
Journal 'Fai q.>lay', for the drawing (with a 
few addi tions of our own!) and for many 
of the detai ls. 

Such an airship wou ld be 1200' in length 
and 250' w ide. To-day 's airship would have 
a monocoque hull i .e. its strength would 
be in a stiff outer shell made from light
weight alloys or com posites. This would 
be not only stronger and more streamlined 
- thereby producing savings on engine 
power and fuel - but would also allow a 
great proportion of the airship's gross lift to 
be utilised for its payload. The monocoque 
hull w ould need less manual labour for 
construct ion and would lend itself easi ly 
to mass-production techniques. 

W hilst the power ini t ially w ould be diesel 
electric. eventually the airships could be 
nuclear-powered, and atomic engines w ould 
give them unlimited range. The prospect 
of a virtually silent aircraft w hich could 
stay airborne for six to seven years is a 
fascinating one. 

Cargo would be in standard 20' I.S.O. 
containers, carried to and from the ai rship 

0 

by straddle helicopters as i t hovered in 
the air above a factory or container base. 
The ai rship i llustrated has a pay load of 500 
tons carried in 40 containers. and has a 
speed of 100 m.p.h. A n airship with nuclear 
power could have a speed of over 200 
m.p.h. These figures make an mterestcng 
comparison w i th the jumbo jet 's payload 
of 50 tons. 

The use of ai rships could mean a dramatic 
change in cargo-carrying. W ith a totally 
flexible system of distribution, containerised 
cargo could be ferried from the carrier to 
any surface in the world, operating in
dependently of existing surface systems. 
The pressure on overcrowded roads of 
developed countries could be eased . Under
developed countries would not need to 
depend on the bui lding of expensive roads 
or airfields in order to progress with in
dustry. It is an interes ting thought. 

Just as the age of ships gave rise to 
coastal trading centres. and the age of 
ri:l ilwi:!ys opened huge inland industrial 
towns, the age of the ai rship with con
taineri sed freight and computer control, 
cou ld bring new towns centred on light 
industry and huge container bases. M ere 
:;peculation ? Perhaps, but as one w riter 
has said: " If the global v illage is now m 
many ways a rea lity, the global warehouse 
cannot be too far off." 



ANNIVERSARIES 

GOLD and ... 

Mr K. Lammerse 

" Fifty years of service is an excep
t ional celebration. which does not 
often occur in a company's history, 
especially when most of those years 
have been served overseas." With 
these words, Mr van der Schalk 
opened the proceedings in Amster
dam to celebrate Mr K . Lammerse's 
jubilee on 8th February. 

At the age of 16, Master Lammerse 
applied for admission to the KPM 
training school at Flushing. beginning 

. .. SILVER 

On 1st February, Miss M . Mooiweer. 
secretary to Mr van der Schalk, 
celebrated her silver jubilee. She 
began 25 years ago as No. 3 of 
the post-war staff in the Accounts 
Department. 

Three years later. Miss Mooiweer 
became secretary to Mr Dijkshoorn 
for part of her time. 

In her position as secretary to the 
Managing Director, Miss Mooiweer 
has proved to be of great value in 
her competent handl ing of all the 

* ·.... . 
(continued on next 'page) 

a career that would 
last for fifty years. 
In 1920, he was 
sent out as a 
Fifth Engineer by 
s.s. Rindjani {how 
m any readers re
call that name?) . 
Promotio n was 
very quick in those 
days: within seven 
years he was pro
moted to Second 
Engineer . Ten 
ye a rs late r , in 
1937. he became a 
Chief Engineer and 
served the KPM 
in this capacity for 
fifteen years. 

After his vessel 
w as bombed at 

Padang, Mr Lammerse spent the war 
years as a prisoner-of-war until his 
liberation in Singapore, when he was 
posted on board s.s. Sidajoe - still 
occupied by the Japanese - and 
made the first post-war tobacco trip 
from Belawan Deli to Singapore. 

Plancius was Mr Lammerse's last 
vessel as Chief Engineer. and he left 
it to join the KPM's Home Staff at 
Djakarta . Here he took part in the 
reorganization of the Purchasing and 

M r Dirkzwager congrat
ulates Miss Mooiweer, 
whose sister is on her 
right. 

Stores Departmen t, setting up a new 
coding-system designed by himself. 
Finally he said Farewell to the Far 
East in 1954, but the 'well deserved 
rest' was not to last for long: three 
months later he joined t he KPM 
M achine-build ing Department to code 
for t he KPM/ RIL new buildings. In 
1956 he took charge of the technical 
purchases fo r KPM and NTPM. and 
following the KPM / RIL merger. he 
was transferred to TO / TIAC. For 
various reasons. his resignation at 
the age o f 65 was postponed, but 
now on 1st Apri l, aged 68. his task 
wi ll definitely come to an end. 
Mr Lammerse wi ll be remembered 
-as Mr van der Schalk said- as 
a devoted fellow worker. serious in 
the carrying out of his tasks. helpful 
and aimable to his colleagues. and 
always full of sparkling humour. As 
he handed the Company's present of 
a contribution towards the purchase 
of a new car (represented by a 
model! ), Mr van der Schalk thanked 
him again for all he had done in his 
long and outstanding career. 

Mr R.J . de Vries, M anager TD/ TIAC 
presented an electric grill from all 
the Amsterdam staff, and then Mr 
Lammerse himself thanked everyone 
for all the good he had received on 
the fifty years. It was hard to say 
Goodbye. 

Miss M . M ooiweer 
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ANNIVERSARIES - MISS MOOIWEER 
( conti nued from previous page) 

details and in her 'cast iron memory' 

of things that are not recorded. These 

qualities have also been appreciated 
by the Board. When presenting the 
Jubilee watch, Mr van der Schalk 

added his own personal gratitude to 
that of the Company. 

Mr Poesiat then took the floor, and 
after having read the telegrams of 
cong ratulation, he presented Miss 

Mooiweer w ith a Spanish cupboard, 
w hich- much to her surprise on 

opening the door- contained a 

fondue set from the staff. 

In her speech, Miss Mooiweer ex

pressed her thanks, not only for the 
presents, but also for the under

standing, the satisfaction and the 

cooperation she had always encoun
tered in working for RIL. 

PERSONALITIES 

Drs. G. van Weelden (NSU- Man
agement Development) flew to Hong 
Kong in mid-March for discussions. 

Mr G. Kasteleijn (Managing Director) 
left Hong Kong on 11th March for 
discussions in Singapore, Austra lia 
and New Zealand. and will thereafter 
fl y to Holland via the United States 
on leave. 

Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar (Man
aging Director) , accompanied by 
Mr H.F. Veugelers (Manager, CTA) 
flew to Tokyo from Hong Kong at 
the beginning of March for the 
three-day Principa ls' Meeting of 
ANZESC/ ANSCON (Austra lia-New 
Zealand/ Eastern Shipping Confer
ence, A ustralia / Northbound Shipping 
Conference) . 

Mr B.A . Hinwood (Sydney) also 
attended this conference, and cal led 
at Hong Kong for discussions on his 
w ay back to Sydney. 
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Drs. R.B. Lenterman (Manager, Audit 
& Control ) and Mr W .A . Mulock 
Houwer (Manager. Planning) left 
Hong Kong on 4th M arch for a busi
ness trip to South America. 

Mr Soong Kuang I (HK HO CD ) 
made a short business trip to Japan 
at the end of February. 

Mr E.A . Postuma (Manager, Inter
ocean Lines (SEA) Pte. Ltd ) , to
gether with Mr P. Meeth ( Ned lloyd ) 
and Mr H. Rootliep (Ned lloyd) flew 
to Hong Kong from Singapore in 
mid-March for a business discussion. 

Mr H.C. Wu (Asst. Manager, RILAIR, 
Hong Kong) made a business trip to 
the United States between 13th and 
24th March. 

Mr P. Hulleman (General Superinten
dent) left Hong Kong on 18th M arch 
for a two-week business trip to 
Africa. 

T JIPONDOK'S LAST VOYAGE 

·r . 
•f: -.,... 

..J ...... .. ~ .. 
' ~ - ~'-'! 

.. ·. '"" ...... 
. . -

The Chinese characters on Tji 
pondok's side stood out clearly as 
the o ld ship laid at the buoy in Hong 
Kong for the last time. The name in 
Javanese means 'Tj i' - a river, and 
'pondok' (or pendek) meaning a 
seminary. In other words it cou ld be 
a short river or one not far from 
where an institute for students of 
religion may be located . 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

Straat Bali. Safocean Adelaide and Straa t 
Banka were the fortunate recipients of 
messages from relatives in Holland on 8th 
M arch. Through the good offices of Radio 
Nederland, the messages w ere pre-recorded 
at Hilversum on 3rd March. 

TO THE EDITOR 

" As I have said farewell to the sea, 
I herewith want to give m y best 
wishes to all my RIL friends ." 

BORIS BRUINSMA 

ex 3rd Engineer 

Good luck for the future Mr Bru insma 

* * * 
" On behalf of my wife and myself, 
I wish to thank all concerned with 
making my 25th Anniversary celebra
tion such an enioyable and mem
orable occasion, and to express my 
sincere appreciation of the letters 
and telegrams received." 

F.M .H. BECKERS 

Chief Engineer 



METEOROLOGICAL AWARD 

When Safocean Adelaide arrived at 
Durban early in February, Mr J. van 
Middelkoop (General Manager for 
Africa) went on board to present 
a Silver Medal to Captain Noe on 
behalf of the Royal Netherlands 
Meteorological Institute. 

Officers and crew on board Straat 
Tauranga can now claim to be rea l 
'Cape Horners'. The sh ip left Mel
bourne on 7th February at 1600 hours 
for Buenos A ires, and the intent ion 
was to sa il via the Straits of M agellan. 
However, the weather forecast was 
so good that the ship vent ured right 
round Cape Horn. 
Capta in H. Muys w rites that although 
the weat her was du ll and overcast 
for most of the time, with occasiona l 

Captain J.J.E.M. Bruyn of Tjibantjet sends 
this photograph of a RIL container in un
fami liar surroundings: 

"While on leave some time ago, w e ob
served a goods train ent ering the Neukirch 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 
M r C.F. Smit (Durban) to Miss L. den Ouden on 19th December at Alblasserdam. 

MissY. Tsunoi (Yokohama Ag.) to M r Sate on 7th February. 
Thi rd Officer W.J. de Wolf (leave) to Miss B. Blaauboer on 1st March at Amsterdam. 

Fourth Engineer R. Koot ( leave) to M iss I. de Groot on 5th March at Leeuwarden. 

New Arrivals 

M r L. Smorenburg (Durban) : a son, Carl, on 19th January . 
Mr Leung Man H in (HK MH) : a daughter, Leung Kim Mei, on 20th January. 
3rd Engineer G.J . Nij land (leave) : a son, Michael Geofr~y. on 22nd January. 
Chief Officer B.G. Coops ( Straat Franklin) : a daughter. Mariette Alexandra, on 4th 
February. 
Mr J . Eikelenboom (Amsterdam): a daughter, Kristel Arjenne Sigrid, on 15th February. 

Mr Fong Bun ( HK HO Stores): a son, Fong Yeuk Ling, on 20th February. 
Mr N.R. Pearce-Smith (Port Swettenham) : a son, Julian Roger, on 23rd February. 

ROUND THE HORN 

rain and fog, the ship was fortunate 
enough to have only a few days with 
very rough seas during the crossing. 
"We passed 'Cabo de Hornos' on 
25th February at 2100 hours. Strange 
as it may sound, t hat day was the 
best we have had so far during t his 
voyage - clear skies and a ca lm sea 
( Pleasant anti-clim ax after expecting 
all the time rough weather) . The pit y 
was t hat we passed this well-known 
Cape after dark, so t hat we were 

ITS A SMALL WORLD! 
Hbf and, behold, on the first wagon behind 
the engine rode a container. proudly dis
playing the RIL crest. A few hours lat er, 
the container wagon was shunted into the 
express-goods yard where the container 
was lifted off on to road transport. Of 

A RIL container in 
unfamiliar territory 

not able to take any photos. Officers 
and crew were of course very dis
appointed about t his, after all having 
come such a long way to see on ly 
the light of Cape Horn." 

The Captain (who was preparing to 
leave the ship at Buenos Aires for 
leave) finished by w ishing another 
ship more luck in the f ut u re. We 
t rust that he referred t o t he t aking 
of photog raphs and not to t he lack 
of t he notorious huge seas! 

course w e recorded these events .. .. 

To stop our f riends in HK HO LB from 
checking their fi les and peering over charts 
of Germany to try and find out how and 
where one of their pieces of equipment 
went so far astray, we had better reveal 
that all this took place in HO-scale on the 
rai lway layout of the undersigned. The 
layout includes Neukirch rai lway station as 
w ell as part of the imaginary town of the 
same name. 

It might be of interest to know that it took 
me seven years to build this sca le model 
during my leave periods. But, alas. all good 
things must end. At the end of last year I 
moved to a new address and so everything 
had to be taken apart. I do not despair. 
Re-assembling will keep me busy and 
happy during the leaves to come." 

Good shunting Captain Bruyn! 
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LEAVE 
Mr H.K. Kruk Ch1ef Officer 
.. H.H.A.E. Kwaad 
.. J .L. Nobels 
.. J .W . Swaving 
.. W .R.M. van der Veld 
.. P.O. A lgra 2nd 
.. A .C. Hartman 
.. C.N. Hoppenbrouwers 
.. J .J. Kol 
.. H.W. Lijding 
.. Wiebe Verbaan 
.. J .G.J . Alblas 3rd 
.. P. Boatsman 
.. Ch.J . Hemker 
.. J . J onkers 
.. J .M .W. Schmidt Crans 
.• G. Koster 4th 
.. R.L.N. Olieroock 
.. W.C. Geistdorfer 2nd Engineer 
.. J .H. Saat 
.. C. van der V ring 
.• W .F. Ketelaar 3rd 
.. W .A . Kok 
.. K.P.H. Peneder 
.. J .W . Boidin 4th 
.. D.W . Bras 
.. P. Brommers 
,. A .G. Kamperman 
.. J . Kools 
.. H. van Twillert 
.. P.J .A . Moereels 5th 
.. W .M .H. Romkens 

Those who returned are: posted to 

Mr T.R. de Groot 
.. G.J . van der Heiden 
.. J .W.F. van Hummel 
,. J .G. Ormel 

.. H. Samson 

.. W . Boot 

.. F.C. Leliard 

.. J . Meyler 

.. E.G. van Tellingen 

.. C.J .G. van den Hurk 

.. C.M. Kuiken 

.. J . van Aa lsburg 

.. W .F. Weerman 

.. C.F.H.G.M . Goorbergh 

.. C.D. Tijsterman 

.. H.L. Uij l 

.. W.A.G. Verhulst 

.. P.A. Alstede 

.. G.J . Leuning 

.. E.B. Saalmink 
C.H.M. van Bennekum 

.. Tj. A . Hiddes 

.. K.J . Jansma 

.. H. Knip 

.. Th.J .I. Rutgers 

.. A .C.L. van Gamercn 

.. P.L. Meijering 

.. L. de Regt 

.. K.H. Stap 

Chie f Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Engineer 

.. 
3rd 

4th 

5th 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Straat l ombok 
Tjiluwah 
Straat Fij i 
Ocean Unity 

(Supercargo) 
Straat Cumberland 
T jiwangi 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Ho lland 
Tjiliwong 
Straat Freetown 
Suaat A lgoa 
Straa t Florida 
Straat Frazer 
Straat Florida 
Straat Van Diemen 
Safocean Albany 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Fiji 
Stree t Megelhaen 
Houtman 
Straat Tauranga 
St1aat Fiji 
Straa t Banka 
Straat J ohore 
Struat Van Diemen 
Straa t Tanga 
Tj iluwah 
Straat J ohore 
Tjitarum 

Mr J . van der Lijn was transferred from Singapore to HK MH. 
Mr N. Koizumi was transferred from Nagoya to Kobe. 
Mr Y. Nagashima was transferred from Yokohama (Management) 
to Yokohama (Agency) . 
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TRANSFER OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain J . de Jong, M aster of STRAAT HOBART went on home 
lcovc . 
Captain J .Ch. Beynon w as posted to STRAAT HOBART following 
home leave. 
Captain S.Tj . Doornbos, Master of STRAAT VAN DIEMEN went 
on home leave. 
Captain G.W.E. Gerritsen was posted to STRAAT VAN DIEMEN 
followmg home leave. 
Captain D.C.M . van der Kroft, Master of STRAAT FRAZER went 
on home leave. 
Chie f Officer R.J . Piso of STRAAT FRAZER was {temporarily) 
appointed Acting Captain. 
Captain W . lneke, Master of STRAAT FLORIDA went on home 
leave . 
Captain J . Verburg was posted to STRAAT FLORIDA fo llowing 
home leave. 
Captain H. Muys, M aster of STRAAT TAURANGA went on home 
leave . 
Chief Officer l.J. Eyken, was posted as Acting Captain to STRAAT 
TAURA NGA following home leave. 
Captain H. Koch. Master of STRAAT TOWA went on home leave. 
Captain J . Bruin was posted to STRAAT TOWA following home 
leave . 
Captain H.J. Brons. M aster o f TJ IPONDOK went on home leave 
after the delivery of the vesse l to her new owners. 
Captain R. Severien. M aster of STRAAT LE MAIRE went on home 
leave. 
Captain J .L. van Schoondrager was (temporari ly) posted to 
STRAAT LE MAIRE . 
Captain J .J. van de Riet. Master of STRAAT LUANDA went on 
home leave. 
Captain M . Peddemors was posted to STRAAT LUANDA following 
home leave. 
Captain H. Buth. Master o f STRAAT MADURA went on home leave. 
Capta in L.P. Weststrate was posted to STRAAT MADURA following 
home leave . 
Chief Engineer D.J .B. Va lk of STRAAT BALl went on home leave. 
Chie f Engineer J. Tamboer w as posted to STRAAT BALl following 
intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer C. Krul of SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Verdonk was posted to SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer J.J. Pieterse of STRAAT RIO was transferred to 
STRAAT FRAZER. 
Chief Engineer P. Reuvers of STRAAT FRAZER was transferred to 
STRAAT RIO. 
Acting Chief Engineer R.C.L. Camphorst of STRAAT CLARENCE 
w as transferred to TJ IWANG I as 2nd Engineer. 
Chief Engineer P. Bakker was posted to STRAAT CLARENCE 
following intermediate leave . 
Chief Engineer G.H. M enses of STRAAT CLEMENT went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer C.H.A . den Boogerc of SAFOCEAN ALBANY resumed 
home leave and was subsequently posted to STRAAT CLEMENT. 
Chie f Engineer J .J. Kalkhoven was posted to SAFOCEAN ALBANY 
following intermediate leave . 
Chief Engineer A .M .I' Herminez of STRAAT COLOMBO went on 
intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer A .J .G. Strengholt ~vas posted to STRAAT COLOMBO 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer E.M . van de Ven of STRAAT LE MAIRE went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .E. Hartzuiker was posted to STRAAT LE MAIRE 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chie f Engineer H.J. ter Stege of STRAAT TORRES w ent on home 
leave. 
Chie f Engineer F. Huizinga was posted to STRAAT TORRES fo l
lowing intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer W .H. van der Poel relinguished his duties after the 
sa le of TJ IPONDOK. 
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SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr P.C. Klaassen 2nd Officer I 6/ 1/ 71 

" J .F. van Santen Th.l 24/ 12/ 70 
.. C. Oudendijk 3rd II 7/ 1/ 71 
.. J .C. Vermunt Th.ll 21/ 1/ 71 
.. J .N. Sol 3rd Engineer B 18/ 1/71 

" W .J . le Clercq 5th A 21/ 1/ 71 

" 
G.Th. Pauli A 15/ 1/ 71 

.. R.H.G. Scheider A 19/ 1/ 71 

.. H.C. Starn A 22/ 1/ 71 

.. K.H. Stap A 18/ 1/ 71 

" G. Stijweg A 18/ 1/71 

100- NOT OUT I 

Many congratulations to Mrs von Stein, widow of the 
late Mr C.L. von Stein, KPM Chief Engineer who died in 
1913. She will reach the age of 100 on 18th April. 

Mrs von Stein's son, M r L.F. von Stein (who died in 
1967) was employed by the KPM from 1931 to 1958 in 
the Kalimati docks in Tg. Priok, and his son, Mr C.F. von 
Stein is now a Third Engineer with RIL (just joined Straat 
Futami from Tjipondok) . 

We hear that Third Engineer von Stein's mother has 
t ravelled from the Netherlands to Australia to commemo
rate the centenary of her mother-in-law who lives at:-

Hoskin Street, 

Sandgate, 

Brisbane 

It wi ll indeed be a special occasion. 

• GOING DUTCH' IN AUSTRALIA 

(page 78) 

Anyone interested in joining the 
Society should contact : 

Mr J . Brekelmans, 
87, Carina Road, 
Oyster Bay, 2225 
(Tel: 528.8598) 

ROYAL BIRTHDAY 

Photo: M ax Koot 

Mother of three daughters, grandmother to six 

grandsons, and Queen of the Netherlands . . .. 

H.M . Queen Juliana 

30th April 

IN MEMORIAM 

W e announce with regret the deaths of the following:

A. Stram rood (retired Captain, !<PM) on 7th February at Amstel
veen, aged 67. 

H. Haak (retired Employe, KPM) on 11th February at Wassenaar, 
aged 74. 

R.P. Schonheer (retired Adj. Chef, KPM) on 20th February at The 
Hague, aged 69. 

J . Beynink (retired Employe, KPM) on 26th February at Amsterdam, 
aged 75. 
H.J. Bouman (retired Captain, KPM ) on 3rd March at Groningen, 
aged 73. 

G.J. Boom (retired Employe, KPM) on 3rd March at Amsterdam, 
aged 65. 

It is with much regret that we have to 
announce the death on 19th February of 
M rs Wong-l eu So Nui w ho had worked 
as a seamstress in the linenroom at HK 
HO since M arch, 1965 when her husband, 
Crew Cook Wong Tze W an, died. She 
was a very hardworking, sympathetic and 
kind woman who will be much missed by 
her many friends. Our deepest sympathy 
goes to her two children of 11 and 13 years. 
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' GOING DUTCH ' IN AUSTRAliA 

In many countries, visitors of a 
different nationality form groups to 
protect memories of their homeland. 
However, in Sydney, a Dutch Car
naval Society group ca lled " The 
Boomerangs " have really become 
part of the local entertainment scene. 
Apparently the term 'Carnaval ' began 
many years ago in Ho lland and it is 
on record that in 1792, Swedish King 
Gusto Ill attended a Carnaval Ball . 
Further records show that in 1880, 
Franz Liszt, J acques Offenbach and 
Richard Wagner attended a Carnaval 
in V ienna, indicating that this form 
of entertainment was popular in 
Europe. 

In A ustralia 'The Boomerangs' hold 
six balls per year, and guests are 
normally invited on o 50:50 basis, 
Dutch/ A ustralian content. In doing 
this, t he Boomerangs Executive Com
mittee intends that the enjoyment of 
'Carnaval' should be shared amongst 
the local population rather than re
tained exclusively for themselves. 

At t he fi rs t ba ll of t he season, the 
Carnaval Prince is chosen, and it is 
he who presides over each ball for 
the balance of the season. At the 
final ball, the Prince 'dies', leaving 
t he way clear for t he selection of a 
new Prince for the fo llowing year. 

Correspondent Polain, w ho has kind
ly gathered all these details, adds: 

"The photographs were t aken during 
the final ball of the season at the 
Marrickvi lle Town Hal l, filled to 
capacity with approxim ately 800 
revellers (tickets at $2.00 each were 
sold o ut some two months ahead) 
and the entertainment was provided 
by two dance bands, plus one brass 
band, together w ith dancing girls 
and what have you." 

The Boomerangs' own magazine 
concludes its report on the occasion 
w it h: 

"What a night it was. What a funeral, 
w hat a wake and what a headache 
next m orning " 

(Would-be joiners- see page 77) 
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1st April- and RIL Post is not fooling when it moves its masthead to the back 
pi:lgtl. Much quizzing has evinced the fact that many readers turn first to the ms1de 
of the back cover. We hope to direct their attention to the contents. 

This gives us a chance to put important things first and FOCUS attention on 
vari ous aspects of the Company. Amsterdam leads the way (page 62) and we 
hope that the many excellent Company photographers will join in and send their 
own collections of black-and-white photos to put the spotlight on, not only large 
cities, but also smaller aspects of our RIL life. Any number, shape o r size will 
be w elcome. 

Readers who are looking for the ever-important Personnel news will find i t as 
easy as before: Tao Ho Des gn have drawn a new heading for this page. as well 
as for ·company Logbook". Anyone recognize the heading? 

Thanks to our good friends in Ye Olde Printerie, RIL Post now has one of the 
most modern type faces. W e hope that you noticed and enjoyed its first appear
ance last month. 

Despite 1ts altered shape, RIL Post still has the same end in view: to bring 
Company news to the Company. With all your help, it w i ll continue to do so. 
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