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Encouraged by the response to t he colour photographs pub lished last 
month, RI L Post is looking for more, of t he same high stand a rd, on sub jects 
re levant to the Company. We know that more photographers a re using 
co lour nowadays, so we hope t o see negatives (and a set of prints if 
possible) flocking in. These will be ret urned sa fely if requ ired. 

Not a few RIL ships in. the pa st 
have been involved tn rescue 
operations , bu t a most rema rka ble 
one has just been achieved by 
Straat Frema ntle , the sec ond in 
her history (five yea rs ago, under 
Captain Scheybeler, she rescued 
the craw of a ship on the Pa ra
eels). On the right, Mr Law Pi ng 
Chuen (HK MH) is leading d own 
the gangway the c rew of a smal l 
fishingboat who have reason to 
be grateful- pages 5 and 15. 

Dry-docking is not essential, and 
guessing is a thing of the past 
page 16 shows how underwater 
c leaning is viewed. 

Contents, wi th t he exception of articles derived from other sources, moy be 
reprinted; acknowledgement of the source, however, would be appreciated. 



NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE 
The Board of Directors ha·v'e sent to everyone working for the NSU a message from which we quote the fol lowing: 

"A year has just come to an end, and it is not only usua l, but also usefu l to look 
back as well as to look ahead: 

This has been a special year for the near 18,000 persons who a re involved in the 
well-being of the NSU. Even before the merger started in January, 1970, mental 
switchovers had begun, and since then full integrat ion has been achieved. 

By this we mean that you have been working on the setting up of a rationa l and 
effic ient structure for the NSU, now consisting of five main groups, each with its 
own character and activities. Work is still being ca rried out to improve them but 
the framework is there. 

We bel ieve thaf within the new structure , we have t he best chance to develop 
our company so that we can cont ribu te something positive and worthwhi le 
na tionally and internationally- in a world in which economic, social and t echnical 
interests are changing so quickly. With these thoughts we enter the New Year." 

As Manag ing Directors of Roya l lnterocean Lines, we are naturally ext remely gra t eful that the careful pla nning is 
now welding the five groups into a very strong concern. RIL also has had its share of additional work following 
the merger, and we look forwa rd with the utmost confidence to the part we shall play in the shipping world of 
tomorrow. 

The fact that we are confident must in no small way be attributed to the faith we have in our staff- both sea
going and shore- whose efforts will make our futu re. Our than ks go to them all, and our best wishes for a 
very happy New Year. 

NEDLLOYD K-

The artist's impreHion is of one of five ships bought on the slip in Japan by Nedlloyd. These well-equipped 16,000-ton 
vessels have three double hatches, six hydraulically operated sideports, and can each carry up to 294 20' containers, 84 of 
them on deck. Length: 162.5 metres, breadth : 22.86 metres. First of the fir;e, Nedlloyd Kyoto, is a.'ready sailing, 
and the other four will be delivered during 1971. 
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Capt. ,\/.f. Taal & Ch. Off. H.J. Min
derlwud discuss last minute affairs in the 
Captain 's cabin . 

4th Eng. R.f. Keizer in tvorkw g rig . 

Strnttt Talbot makes ready for her first RIL voyage. 

"GOEDE REIS" 
Right up to the last minute before 
sailing for Japan, Straat Talbot (ex 
Ocean Prima) was busy cleaning sh ip 
and tidying up after her refit in Hong 
Kong. 
Pa inters put the last touches as the 
empty ship rode high out of the 
water, and the aft deck had tem
porarily become a paint shop. 
RI L Post caught staff 'on the run' as 
everyone in Kowloon Bay made ready 
for sea. 

All hatcl1es closed. 
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Actg . C/1. Std. f.G. Ta11g Tung prepares 
his papers. 

3rd Off . L .A .f. te Bockhorst gives advice 
to App. Off. A van den Bijllaardt on how 
to fi.r tlu: firehose. 



The rescued men about to disembark at Hong Kong. 

A MIRACULOUS RESCUE 
'Fishing' for Men 

If it had not been for Typhoon Opal, C a pta in J. de Jong 
would not have altered cou rse on his way to Hong Kong 
from Durban, and if STRAAT FREMANTLE had not been 
off the normal route , she would never have spotted a 
sinking Taiwanese fishing boat, so small a dot in the 
ocean that it did not even show on the radar screen. 

Force 7 winds whipped up heavy seas, and when the 
main engine of the 17-ton Hung G et Shing b roke down, 
the trawler drifted helplessly for two days. The eng ine 
room was flooded and the vessel was sinking. 

STRAAT FREMANTLE usual ly passes on the west side 
of the Macclesfield Bank, but in order to weather the 
northeaste rly winds and heavy seas, on this occasion she 
passed to the east. 

Some 210 miles south of Hong Kong, Chief Officer 
Willem Verbaan, on duty, was the fi rst to spot a sma ll 
light just before dawn, and on looking through his 
binoculars he saw a red distress fl a re shoot up into the 
sky. It was in fact the only one that the Hu ng G et 
Shing possessed. 

STRAAT FREMANTLE tu rned cautiously towards the 
spot, b eaming her searchl ig ht towards the drifting boat, 
but heavy seas with 25-foot waves prevented her from 
getting too close. A ll available officers and crew were 
called up on deck, and the ship prepa red for rescue 
work, rigging up nets along her sides. 

Capta in de Jong now turned to put the sea on his port 
quarter, g iving a little bit of lee to the Hung G et Shing 
and slowing down its drift. Three rockets were fired in 

an attempt to get a line across, but the f ishing-boat 
failed to pick t hem up. As a fourth was being prepa red , 
four desperate young men f rom the trawle r jumped into 
the raging seas with inflated rubber tyres, and with 
great courage and strength succeeded in swimming with 
a line and scrambling up STRAAT FREMANTLE's nets . 

Now the little 17-ton boat could be b rought to within 
a short d istance of the ship 's starboard side. Still dark, 
with both vessels ro lling heavily , it was a perilous opera
t ion. The searchl ight helped, a ll the crew wore lifejackets 
as a p recaution against sneaking waves, and then the 
heavy surge gave rise to an amazing scene which was 
subsequently to be extensively reported in the press, on 
radio and television: as the sma ll craft was tossed up 
almost to the level of the freighter, rescuers snatched 
the fishermen, one at a time, off the deck . Seeing a 
chance to salvage at least some of t heir meagre be
longings, the Ta iwanese slung them over to STRAAT 
FREM ANTLE's deck also with each upward lift . Fo r a 
short time , it seemed to the freighter that men and 
bundles were com ing in al l directions , but not a single 
one was missed, and the story has it that big Willem 
Verbaan was hauling in two men at a t ime- one in 
each hand! It was a mi raculous rescue, when STRAAT 
FREMANTLE became 'fishers of men'. 

Fifteen men we re subsequently landed at Hong Kong on 
17th October and flew home to Taiwan the next day. 
As each man left STRAAT FREMANTLE, television 
cameras recorded the wide g rat efu l smiles and the 
fervour of the handclasps as they said goodbye , a 
speechless tribute to the teamwork which had saved them 
f rom certain death. 
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Last month saw Straat Cumberland 
getting ready for a bulk load at 
Queensland, a nd eventually setting 
course for J apan. a lmost full and 
down with raw sugar. 

The d ischa rge at Japan has been 
just as ab ly documented by C hief 
Officer F.E. de Nieuwe in these 
excellent photographs and others 
which we plan in the future to be 
the b ackgro und of an article on 
the suga r trade. 

The ship here lies a t Ensuiko sugar 
wha rf in Tokyo (1) . a nd as t he b ig 
grab d ips into the first mound of 
sugar (2) . it can be seen how 
necessary it was to mark on the 
coamings t he position of the 
beams hidden below. When the 
g rab comes close to the freezer 
doors (3) . the wooden panels p ro
tect them f rom accidental knocks. 

As the camera moves to the b ull
dozer pushing the sugar from the 
tween decks in t he lower holds 
(4), one mig ht almost be in the 
Sahara ! 

Sheets of canvas have been rigge d 
to catch t he spi ll . 

From the foreship . the sugar drops 
through a hoppe r into a conveyor 
belt which will take it up to the 
p lant (5). That tale remains yet 
to be told. 
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"Congratulations" 

"I would rather save the lives of IS men than stand here" 
said Captain J. de Jong , protesting his nervousness as 
he was feted by Managing Directors at Hong Kong on 
the occasion of the celebration of his 25th Service Anni
versa ry. However, the captain did not show any signs 
of strain, either from this or from 25 yea rs of seagoing 
life. as he was congratulated b y the Captain and Chief 
Engineer of Tjiwangi a nd senio r shore staff fro m HK HO 
and HK MH. He was, of course, referring to the resc ue 
(see page 5) by Straat Fremantle , the ship he had ju st 
left to join Straat Hoba rt. 

Mr van Kretschmar made reference to this rescue in his 
speech, saying that the Company was proud of the 
d isplay of good seamanship, one more of the challenges 
which had always appea led to Captain de Jong, but 
hoped that he would never have to do it again! It must 

TWENTY-FIFTH 

Captain J . de Jong 

have given him the greatest satisfaction to save those 
lives from the ocean which was big and friendly but 
could sometimes be frightening. Since Captain de Jong 
joined the KPM 25 years before, he had always been 
particularly interested in cargo handling and stowage 
problems. He had been a successful Captain for the 
last nine years, and the Company hoped that there would 
be many more to come. So saying, Mr van Kretschmar 
presented the eng raved gold watch. 

In his reply, Captain de Jong particularly referred to 
his wife , to whose understanding and steadfastness he 
owed so much. He had in fact never intended to go 
to sea , having originally set his heart on a flying career, 
but the 25 years were not regretted and he hoped that 
the future would be as lucky as the past. He concluded 
by proposing a toast to the future of the Company. 

Mr H.G . Rienstra 

" On going through your 25 years of R.l.L.-service I see 
that many tasks have been allotted to you, beginning with 
the liquidation of the " Stichting Week- en Maandbrieven" 
and now Manager P.A. Dept. and that these tasks have 
always more or less been related to work on behalf of 
personnel." 

A bouquet was presented by 
Miu M.C. Tiepkema (PZ) 
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Those were the words spoken by Mr va n der Schalk when 
he addressed Mr H .G. Rienstra on the occasion of his 
silver jubilee, celebrated on Wednesday November 4th 
(the actual day being a Sunday), thus enabling Mr 
Rienstra to have his three sons attend this occasion 
(Wednesday is the traditional afte rnoon·off for sc hola rs). 

To emphasize these words Mr Groeneveld read out t he 
telegrams from staff in many parts of the world, who 
in some way felt indebted for what Mr Rienstra had done 
for them. 

In particular many Captains and Officers will recall 
the assistance given by Mr Rienstra to their wives in 
former days by completing their income tax returns. 
This special form of se rvice had to come to an end and 
was replaced by a nother job of no less importance when 
he-as Manager of P.A. Dept.-became responsible for 
everybody getting the money due to t hem on time. The 
importance may be illustrated by mentioning t he large 
amount which in one way o r another is yearly p aid out 
for sala ries , delegation etc . 

Mr Rienstra thanked Mr va n der Schalk for his kind words, 
as we ll as for the Company's presents (a slide-projector 
and screen), saying he was glad that many of his old 
managers/colleagues, now pensioned, could a ttend this 
reception . Regrettedly, Mr J. Dijkshoorn, who engaged 
Mr Rienstra 25 yea rs ago, had had to excuse himself. 

An animated reception then followed. 



ANNIVERSARIES 

Captain A.N. Kloots 

Captain Kloots ' 25th Service Anniversary was celebrated 
on 30th November in the Conference Room on the fourth 
floor of the 'Scheepvaa rthuis' in Amsterdam. 

Some of the Amsterdam staff, and Captains and Chief 
Engineers on leave gathered to meet Captain and Mrs. 
Kloots a nd t heir fou r child ren , and a bouquet was 
presented to Mrs. Kloots. 

Captain Kloots was engaged as an Apprentice Officer 
by the KPM in 1945 and sailed fo r the Far East on 
the Straat Soenda, returning after one yea r to sit the 
examination for his Third Mate's ticket. When he left 
Holland again, it was for a much longer period on board 

Nieuw Holland . Then followed service in a great variety 
of K PM vessels, particularly the passenger ships and the 
Si-types. He was promoted to Captain in 1961 and for 
the last few months has been in command of one of the 
newly·built A sh ips, St raat Accra. 

Mr de Haan, after t hanking Captain Kloots for the many 
years of service to the Company, presented him with an 
engraved gold wristwatch. 

Before the gathering relaxed into a friendly and animated 
party, congratula to ry telegrams from all over the 'RIL 
Area' were read out , and Captain Kloots thanked every
one in a few we ll-chosen words. 

Chief Engineer H. Weevers 

The decks were clea red for action as STRAAT 
MOZAMBIQUE prepared to celeb ra te the 25th Service 
Anniversary of Chief Engineer H. Weevers at Hong 
Kong on 4 th December. In other words, furniture was 
moved out of the way, and only the new, comfortable 
bar was left as visitors c rowded in. Ente ring from a 
b leak ha rbour, the warmth of STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE's 
welcome was at once apparent. 

Captain J .J. van Nus, on behalf of the officers, had 
al ready g iven the Chief Engineer an inscribed silver mug 
on 21st November, the actual jubilee date. Miss P. Prata 
(HK MH) p resented a bouquet of flowers. 

In his speech, Mr F. Terwogt reminded his listeners that 
here again was one of the by-now-famous (or is it noto
rious?) band of young KPM officers who sailed on the 
Rangitiki to Australia in 1946. He understood that the 
deck officers had been kept busy on the bridge, but what 
were the engineers doing as the vessel sailed with 500 
girls (war-brides) aboard? 

Mr Weevers started as a Fifth Engineer on board s.s. 
M ERAK, and a fte r barely seven months' service was 
posted to s.s. KHO EN HO EA as Acting Fourth and 
Acting Third Engineer between September, 1946 and 
May, 194 7. It was very rapid promotion, and he be
came Chief Engineer in 1957-in eleven years only. Ten 
years later, afte r having served on a tremendous variety 
of vessels, he joined t he ranks of RIL. 
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Muc h thanks must go to Mrs Weevers in Holland, who 
-like so many wives-must have given g reat support to 
her husband in his seagoing ca reer. 

With thanks for his highly va lued service, on behalf of 
the Board of Directors and his colleagues, Mr Terwogt 
concluded by presenting a n engraved gold watch to Mr 
Weevers. 

In a b rief reply. the Chief Engineer thanked everyone 
and proposed a toast to the Company's fu t ure. 

A 111arm atmosph~r~. 



By stages we travelled to the southern
most tip of India, where the sands of 
Cape Comorin are of three different 
colours-marine blue, plum red and 
pale gold-washed up in distinctive 
swirls by the Indian Ocean, the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Benga l. 

This is an important place of pil
grimage, not only for the ancient 
temple which is dedicated to the 
goddess of the sea, but also for the 
Gandhi memoria l shrine which stands 
just above the shore. Here Gandhi 's 
ashes we re cast into the confluence 
of the three oceans. Even now, 
twenty years after his death, visitors 
throng this shrine, and countless bare 
feet have already begun to wear 
smooth the stone steps. 

We saw the Gandhi shrine in the 
dusk, and then moved a few ya rds 
to the I ,000 year old temple of 
Gu hanathaswami with its deity watch
ing over seafarers. By this time it 
was dark and we were stunned by 
the dramatic lighting which flares 
across the b road b lack stone pillars, 
highlighting the intricacies of the 
ca rving. 

We joined the line of patient pilgrims 
who waited to pass the sanctuary and 
to glimpse the goddess whose face 
is decorated by a diamond, said to 
be so bright that it served as a 
beacon to ships before the temple 
was enclosed. Certainly, seeing it 

10 -

gleaming in the dark sanctuary, we 
almost found the story plausible . 

South Indian temple music is par
t icu larly striking, with a beat and 
ins istence all its own. A penetrating 
reed instrument marks out the melody, 
wh ile resonant drums make their own 
variations on the rhythmic pattern. 
The volume of sound produced by a 
handful of mus icians is tremendous, 
and the notes echo and re-echo 
around the stone interiors of the 
iemples. In th is temple we could 
appreciate t he purpose of the music, 
as its strident sounds seemed to stir 
the pilgrims to ecstasy. 

The same sound is now the dominant 
memory of many other temples which 
we visited, although not of the 
temples of Mamallapuram (Mahabali
puram) about forty mi les south of 
Madras. Here we were enchanted 
by the cluste rs of temples and shrines 
from the seventh century , scattered 
on the outsk irts of a tiny vi llage in 
the Bay of Bengal. 

One group of small ( 15 t o 20 feet 
high) shrines lies in a shallow sandy 
dip. The shrines were made from sin
gle yellow sandstone rocks, hollowed 
out and then carved in bold pillars 
and capitals. Some have dramatic 
panels of sculpture on the inner, 
sheltered wall. The most famous of 
these show t he boar and the dwarf 
incarnations of Vishnu, groups of 
rulers and legendary scenes. 



Nearby, is an enormous 'whaleback' 
rock, some 250 feet long and 50 feet 
high, covered with a sculpt ured panel 
showing the 'Descent of the Ganga' 
or 'Arjuna 's Penance' . It is a beauti
ful blending of the River and Snake 
cults, which underlie so much legend 
and symbolism in the South of India, 
where every vi llage has its stone
carved snake wi t h many tails . 

As we turned from this panel towards 
the sea, new delight awaited our eyes 
in the shape of the Shore Temple of 
Mama llapuram. Un li ke the rock-cut 
shrines, this is more e laborate , built 
of blocks of cut stone. 

What we enjoyed even more than 
the very beautiful temple itself, was 
the flood of pi lgrims moving into the 
sea to meet the waves, brass bowls 
in hand to pour the water over the ir 
heads, regardless of their exotic saris . 
Afterwa rds t hey came out of the 
water, draped dry saris or dhoti s 
(sarongs) on top of wet, removed the 
we t garments and held all six yards 
out to dry in the sun and wind. I 
shall neve r forget the sight of those 
strips of brilliant colour billowing over 
the beach. 

The city t hat we enjoyed most in 
India was Banga lore in Mysore State. 
This is truly a garden city, with 
flowering trees lining the wide roads. 
When we were there the jacaranda 
trees were in full bloom and a ll t he 
pavements seemed to be carpeted 
with the fa llen blue flowers. 

INDIAN ODYSSEY (continued) 

Wanderings through the Sub-Continent 

by Mrs J. Ram (HK HO VZ) 

From Banga lo re we travelled ISO 
miles by road to the 12th century 
temples of Belur and Ha lebid. The 
journey itself was a chance to see 
the groves of graceful betel nut trees 
with t heir scarlet flowers crown ing 
the long, bare trunks , and the banyan 
t rees with monkeys swing ing on t he 
tra iling aerial roots. 

Mysore State even today is renowned 
for the skill of its ivory and sandal
wood carvers , who produce elaborate 
perforated sc reens. We saw imme
diately the resemblance between the 
sk ills of today's craftsmen and those 
of eight centuries ago-with the only 
difference that those of the past 
wrought the same magic using stone 
as their medium . Fortunately, the 
type of stone they used was peculiar 
in that it hardened with t ime instead 
of crumbling or wearing under the 
elements. Thus the detai l is still 
almost unblemished. 

Both temples are similar in t hat they 
were bui lt on raised platforms some 
three feet high, so that one misses 
little o f t he decoration . The basic 
st ructure is star-shaped; each point 
of the sta r has the same row-upon
row of panels running right ro und 
the whole temple. At the bottom 
come elephants, then peacocks, then 
abst ract scrolls, lions and stories from 
H indu epics . The most elaborately
carved are the half life-s ize figures at 
eye-level. Every detail of drapery, 
ornament and headd ress is perfect. 

Somewhat dazzled by this exuberant 
d isp lay of perfection, we went further 
back in time to an enti rely different 
style of decoration at the tenth cen
tury cave temp les of A janta and 
Ellora. But t hat story will follow .... 
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Mr Chiang Pun Kwong 
25- "A Quarter of a 

On 23rd November, Mr Chiang Pun Kwong, Maitre 
d'Hotel Senior G rade-known to everyone as ' Peter'
celebrated his "quarter of a century" on board STRAAT 
BANKA at Melbourne. 
When all officers and petty officers were assembled in 
the ba r, Captain W.H . Schroder welcomed two guests, 
Mr R.S . H adley, Man ager of I.A.S. Melbourne, and Mr 
(George) Leung Fat Kee, one of Mr Chiang's colleagues 
from STRAAT CLEMENT which was in port. 
Like so many of the catering staff, Mr Chiang sta rted 
his sea-going career on board the old Tjitja lengka , but 

The strap would not go round! 

Although a long way from his colleagues and friends in 
Hong Kong on I Oth November, yet this enabled many 
seagoing and shore staff on leave, as well as Amsterdam 
staff, to attend the celebration of 25 years of service by 
Mr D. Kuiken. Special guests we re Captains Verbaan 
and Zaaijer, Marine Superintendents of Holland Bulk 
Transport and Nedlloyd respectively. 

more unusually , as an Engineer's Boy. His own ability 
and administrative talents on the passenger ships and 
for short spells in HK HO Stores, made it possible for 
him to rise through many ran ks-Storekeeper, Chief 
Steward , Purser-to his present senior rank. 

In his speech, Captain Schroder made special mention 
of the fact that Mr Chiang completed 2 1 yea rs of 
married life in October, 1970; it was a pity that his wife 
could not be with him on this special day, for she 
certainly should be congratulated also, having brought 
up four daughters and a son in Hong Kong. He thanked 
Mr Chiang on beha lf of Manag ing Directors for the 
faithfu l years of service and presented him with a 
'Jubilee' watch. 

Officers, Petty officers and catering staff then made 
presentations, and congratulatory telegrams were read . 

In his reply, Mr Chiang thanked everyone and related 
how Mr Veltman had asked him in 1945 if he wou ld not 
like to sign on as 'boy'. He did so the very next day, 
23rd October, and together with his friend Mr Li Moon 
Chung as Second Cook (now Maitre d'H otel on board 
T jiluwah-see November issue) sailed on Tj itjalengka as 
a hospital ship. They were not to know how long it 
would last. 

After these official ceremonies, the celebration then 
went on in a very friendly, merry way when the 'ship's 
musicians' started to play on their accordeons and all 
joined in singing international songs. "The party lasted 
till fa r into the afternoon" reports the Master. 

Marine Superintenden 

Mr W.M. de Haan addressed Mr Kuiken , who was 
accompanied by his wife and two of the ir chi ldren, giving 
an outl ine of his outstanding career. He started as a 
fourth officer with the KPM, serving mainly on t he vessels 
that were later transfe rred to RIL, and a lso had many 
tasks ashore. His first was in Buenos Aires when in 1955 
the ever-rising handling costs had to be checked and 
reduced . ''You looked after the Company's interests 
very well indeed ," said Mr de Haan, "but still your 
persona l interests were not neglected either!" hinting at 
a wedding ceremony in Buenos Aires in January, 1956. 

With the exception of a temporary posting as Captain 
to HK HO ND in 1962;3, Mr Kui ken served at sea unti l 
1965 when he bade farewell to the waves to t ake up 
office as Marine Superintendent in succession to Captain 
J. Versteeg. His promotion to 'Chef van Dienst' fol-
lowed on I st July, 1966. 
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"As Marine Superi ntendent you have been of great 
support to Managing Directors in making the right deci 
sions. You have had your hand constantly on the pulse 
of ND, and what has been most appreciated is the fact 
that at any time of day or night you made yourself 
available in cases where immediate steps had to be 



Century" - BINGO!! 

D. Kuiken 

Mr Liu Chun Sing 

The presence of Mr H.M. van der Schalk from Amsterdam 
made a total of four Managing Directors in Hong Kong 
who joined in good wishes to Mr Liu Chun Sing when 
he celebrated 25 yea rs of service to the Company on 
30th November. 

Stores and Catering staff gathered in the Managers' 
Messroom, and Mr G.H.J. van Echten reminded his 
listeners that they were lucky to have M r Liu with them. 
Before he joined the JCJ L in 1945, he had served for 
about 7 years as Chief Clerk on board Canadian Pacific 
ships . This included World War II years, and a timely 
transfer had saved his life when t he Empress of Japan 
was torpedoed. 

When it became apparent at the end of the war that 
Canadian Pacific was changing its al legiance from ship
ping to the air, Mr Liu-a seaman at hea rt-joined ou r 
Company. His fi rst appointment was that of 'Head Boy' 
(an important job, though the term has cha nged) on 
board TJITJA LENGKA which was then undergoing her 
conversion from a hospital ship. RI L was fortunate to 
have him : he served on all the passenger ships in tu rn
except T J IW AN Gl-and progressed from Storekeeper 
to Chief Stewa rd, Senior Grade. A five-year spell in 
the Stores Department from 1948 to 1953 ass isted in 
'cleaning-up' the confused sta te of the CD inventory 
after the war, and in 1954 he came ashore permanently. 

ta ken," continued Mr de Haan , "Ours is a shipping 
company, and why should we be spared the perils of 
the sea? Whatever t he calamity, be it fire o r a strike 
to be encountered , you were on the spot at the rig ht 
t ime to take the right act ion." 

Speaker concluded by wishing Mr Kuiken many successful 
years to come and by presenting him with t he Company's 
jubilee g ift. an inscribed gold watch. This ceremony did 
not proceed exactly in conformity with protocol, since 
the length of the watch-strap did not ma tc h up to the 
size of Mr Kuiken's wrist, and after many unsuccessful 
efforts, the beautiful watch had to be stowed in one of 
his pockets! 

After Mr G roeneveld had read ou t a great number of 
congratulatory telegrams, Captain Kuiken addressed t he 
pa rty, t hanking Mr de Haan and explaining that he 
could not have carried out his task without Management's 
understand ing of the problems he had had to face. 

Mr tJan Ecllten fastens on tl1e watch. 

Mr Liu is known for his devotion to d uty, and in his 
present job as head of the Incoming Stores section, he 
is an example to the younger generat ion, a most p leMant 
man to work with, and a great help to everyone in IM D. 

So saying, Mr van Echten presented Mr Liu with an 
engraved watch on beha lf of Managing Directors. 

In a short, well-prepa red reply, Mr Liu t hanked everyone 
and proposed a toast to the future of RIL. 

We mspect that Captain Kuiken was in Iris fatJourite place (rigllt) 
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ON THE WCSA 

Mr M. Yoda (Nago

ya) recently mad e a 

busi ness trip t o th e 

West Coast of Sout h 

America . and is seen 

here a t G uayaquil in 

fro nt of t he monu-

me nt comme morat ing 

t he meet ing of San 

Martin a nd Bolivar, 

two of t he greatest 

fi g u r es i n Sou th 

Am erican histo ry. 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

Straa t Honshu , Straat Freetown and Straa t C lemsnt 
received messages from re latives in Holland on 21st 
Decembe r, when Radio Nederland broadcast messages 
recorded at Hi lversum on 26th December. 

RAT WALK! 

As Chief Engineer H.E. Kattenb roek was taking a breath 
of fresh air on the wharf at Wangarai in the North 
Island of New Zealand, he idly watched a painter at 
work on the hull of Straat J ohore. Suddenly, to his 
astonishment, the painter appeared to requi re something 
from the aft ship, and instead of walking up the gangway 
in normal fashion, he took a short cut and nimbly c li mbed 
the mooring ropes. 

It was an acrobat's feat, and we do not really advise 
a nyone to copy ! 

COMPANY 
FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 
Fourth Engineer N.R. Kl~us (Str~~t Cook) to M iss L.G. Shirley on 
lOth October ~t Tarad ~te, New Zea land. 
Fourth Officer R. de Jongh ( leave) to Miss E.J. Kok on 29th 
October at Landsmeer. 
Fourth Eng ineer L. F. Koppe jan (le~ve) to Miss B.J. W~lker on 9th 
November at Vl issingen. 
Second Officer J.D.H . Ma~s~ant ( le~ve) to Miss J.M. Ve rhoeven 
on II th November at Uden, N. Br. 
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Mr Al~n Cheng (HK MH ) to Miss Loo Woon King on 18th 
November. 
Mr Cheah Sin Keong ( Pen~ng) to Miss Che~h Ah Swee on 29th 
November. 

New Arrivals 
Captain B. den Hoed (Stroot Futami ) : ~ d~ughter, Jo.Ann, on 
23rd October. 
Mrs P.F. van Weldam.Verhoef (Amsterd~m): o son, Jerry·Frans, 
on 18th November. 
Mr Y. Wakiya (Tokyo. Ag.) : twin daughters, Tomoko ~nd Akiko, 
on 19th Novem ber. 
Mrs I. Sim Hoek Huen (Singapore): a son. A lvin Sim Kia Hong , 
on 24th November. 

TO ALL CONCERNED 
(see page 13) 

" On behalf o,i my wife and myself, may I say a few words 
in RIL Post to express my appreciat:on of the congratula
tions and good wishes which I received from superiors, 
colleagues and friends on the occasion of m y Silver Jubilee 
in Melbourne." 

Chiang Pun Kwong 
Maitre d'H otel S.G. 

Straat Banka 

ANNIVERSARIES 

During 1971, the following 25-year service ann1versar1es 
wi ll be celeb rated:-

Mr E.M. van Rhoon (Tokyo, Man .) 
Captain H. Muys 
Mr A.F. Hayward (Sydney) 
Ch ief Engineer P. Reuvers 
Mr Shum Kwok Chun (HK MH) 
Mr Lam Lik (HK MH) 
Mr Mohd . Yunus b. Had ji Arsad 

(Singapore) 
Mr J .J . Leurs (H K HO PZ) 
Captain P. Starkenburg 
Mr Chan Fan Pauw (HK MH) 
Mr F. T erwogt (Managing Director) 
Captain L.P. Weststrate 
Mr D. Chien Ta Fan (HK MH) 
Capta in M.M. Adamse 
Capta in J.A. Haringsma 

6th J anuary 
19th J anua ry 
4th March 

21st May 
1st July 
I st September 

7th September 
23rd September 
27th September 

I st October 
26th October 
31st October 

I st November 
4th December 

28th December 



LOG BOOK 
PERSONALITIES 

Mr H.M. van d er Sc ha lk (Managing Director) , accom
panied by Dr. A . van Putten (NSU - Mana gement 
Information & Lo ngterm Planning) fl ew to Hong Kong 
at the end of November for consultations. Dr. van 
Putten returned to Amsterdam on 4th December and 
Mr van der Schalk on 7th December. 

Jhr. C .L.C. van Kret schma r (Managing Director) flew to 
Holland for leave from Hong Kong on 8th December. 

Mr E. Wille ms (Financia l Adviser) was p romoted to the 
rank of Onderdirecteur on I st January, 1971. 

Mr W . Booge rman (Manager, PZ) made a sho rt business 
t rip to J apan in mid-December. 

Mr D. Kuiken (Marine Sl)perintendent) flew to Taipei for 
a brief business trip in mid-December. 

HONG KONG 

VISITOR 

Wa t ched by M r 
Terwogt, Mr J .M.M. 
Ph i lippu s si gne d 
Ma naging Directors' 
Visitors' Book in No
vember. Since 195b 
he ha s been fl ying to 
H ong Kong to carry 
out th e ex t ernal 
aud i t for O ij ker, 
Bianch i & Co., th e 
Company's auditors 
for very many years. 

Mr Philippus will be 
retiring at the end 
of 1971 , so th is was 
his last visit to H ong 
Ko ng . 

STRAAT FUSHIMI 

' On Stand-by ' 

In mid-November, Straat Fushimi was some six miles from 
Durban when enormous fire explosions were seen about 
five miles astern. These turned out to be aboa rd a South 
African coaster, Griqualand. 

Captain J. Bruin at once went about to help the fierce ly 

burning ship, as did another vessel in the vic inity. As 
it turned out, the RIL ship was not required , and the 
harbour tug J.D. White a rrived from Durban to try to 
extinguish the flames. It was a fruitless effort, and after 
burning the whole night, Griqualand was declared a total 
loss and was sunk by the warship Dido. 

To : Roya l lnte rocean Lines and The C a ptain, Officers, and Crew of STRAAT FREMANTLE 
(see page 5) 

25th November, 1970 
Dear Sirs, 

The fish ing junk " HUNG GET SHlNC", registered in 
Kaohsiung, T aiwan, met with m isfortune at sea on 17th 
November. The entire crew of 15 persons who were 
rescued and brought to H ong Kong by the D utch vessel 
under your agency arrived safely in Taiwan on November 
2 1st. We thank you most sincerely for this great goodness. 
We specially would thank Mr Law Ping Chuen of your 
company, Captain de fang and the vessel's officers and 
crewmembers who assisted in the rescue for their upright 
and courageous spirit which had our great admiration. 
Also on behalf of Mr Chon Wing Cheung and the other 
14 crewmembers who encountered the misfortune, 1 tender 
you our highest appreciation. 

(sgd) LAw C H EE YuEN 

G e neral Mana ge r 

Chung Hwa Trave l Service 
Hong Kong Master of the ' Hung Get Shing' 
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SUBMERGED HULL CLEANING 

As tl1e diver entered tl1e water ... . 

STRAAT FLORIDA was the first RIL ship to have part 
of her bottom cleaned underwater at Yokohama. 

Since it is not a usual thing to do, the divers used a 
closed circu it television set, enabling everyone up top 
to see what was going on below water. 

The vessel was moored alongside Homoku Pier B-9 on 
I Oth and II th November, and during that time, skin
divers cleaned off barnacles and algae from the area 

.... the picture under tlu: tvat•cs showed 011 the scrun. 

where most marine growth is found , about two metres 
inwards and above the bilge-keels, the whole length of 
the ship, using rotary machines with plastic-occasionally 
wire-brushes. They also used wire brushes near the 
water su rface to clean as high as the bottom of the 
boottop-belt. 

Although it is too soon to see definite results, Captain 
W. lneke reports that t he STRAAT FLORIDA had a very 
good run afte r leaving Yokohama. 
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FLEET 
rhe present Africa-Australia I New Zealand Service 
(AANZS) will be split into two services, EAAS and 
ANZS:-

East Africa-Australia Service (EAAS) 

Two Straat L's (provisionally Straat Luanda and Straat 
Lagos) wil l sail about every 45 days on the following 
schedule: Beira- East Africa-Sydney-Port Kembla- Mel
bourne -G eelong - Portland -Adelaide- Fremantle-Mauritius
Beira. 

Africa-New Zealand Service (ANZS) 

Two Straat L's (provisionally Straat Le Maire and Straat 
Luzon) will sail about every 60 days on the following 
schedule: Durban-L. Marques-Beira-East Africa-Mauritius 
(opt.)-Fremantle-Auckland-Wellington (opt.)- Lyttelton
Dunedin-Fremantle (opt.)-Mauritius (opt.)-Durban. 

FACTS 
The new schedules are expected to be fully 1n operation 
by March/April. 

The Nedlloyd vessels Kloosterkerk and Koudekerk have 
been allocated to RIL, and will be made ava ilable in 
the fi rst half of 1971 probably Koudekerk in February and 
Kloosterkerk in May. Further details will be published 
later. 

On her maiden voyage in the Far East-East Africa Service 
(EAFS), Straat Talbot caught fire wh ilst on her way from 
Japan to Hong Kong. The fire was extinguished by the 
ship's company and the vessel called in at Keelung. 
Except for damage to hatchcovers and derricks of 
No. I hatch and to the cargo, no structu ral damage was 
suffered. Repairs were effected in Hong Kong before 
the ship continued her voyage. 

PROMOTIONS 

O ur congratulations go to the following ship's officers who were promoted on I st January , 197 1 : 
(Som~ promotions ar~ mbjcct to tire remits of examinations rvhid1 have not been received at tf1e time of going to press. A furtlw· list will 
be published, tlw·efore, 11ext month.) 

To Captain: 

). Kalf 
M. Peddcmors 

To Chi~f Officer: 

T.R. de Groot 
) .Ch. llcrmans 
C.H.P. tc Lintelo 
Willcm Verbaan 
B.l-l. Verscput 
R.B. de Vnes 
W .1-l .C. Wijnhorsr 

To 21/ll 0/Jict:r: 

F . van Akkercn 
G.) . van den lkrg 
W. de Be>t 
fl.).) . Clasie 
W.A. van Erk 
R.i\. Groencndijk 
Th. J. H. Groeneveld 
A.C. Hartman 
l .. ). W.P. llilckmann 
C.N. Hoppcnbrouwcrs 
B.W. )an&c 
F.C . Lcliard 
J. W. ~locrbt·ck 
G. Mulder 
).V.Muldcr 
) . Or&cl 
) .A.) .P. van Rict 
) . A. T azclaar 
R. Tre>fon 
J.T .M. van der Ven 
B.G.P. van Vliet 
P.) . Wesselman 

To 3rd Officer: 

) .G.) . Albia~ 
H . Andre de Ia Pon e 
) .) . Bakker 
P .). Bakker 

C .E. j . Bcmclmans 
L.A.) . tc Bockhorst 
P. H .N. Bosman 
F . H. Bregman 
G. Carstens 
E. Dam 
P.N.M. Dcsscns 
K .G. Frcntzen 
Ch. J. Hemker 
S.A. Hoven 
R . de Jongh 
) . jonkers 
F.R. Kalevcld 
A.) . Kcddc 
P. j . van Kempen 
E .E. Kip 
R. P. A. de Krcck 
).F. Krijt 
C.M. Kuiken 
J.P. van der Mculen 
B.V. Mevius 
P.P. Nolten 
0.). Pan nevis 
Th .G. Snel 
S.J. Swacrls 
) . Tcygclcr 
J. A. Thijcse 
A.O . Vuurcns 
W.). de Wolf 
L.P. Zijbtra 
S.~. Zuurbier 

To Chief Eng 'neer: 

J .E. Hanzuikcr 
F. lluizinga 
H .) . Kers 
A.). Odink 
).A. Pruyt 
R.F. Schols 

To 2nd Enginea: 

H. Baas 
J. Hendriks 

P. )amen 
H .Y.P. Kortekaas 
H .D . Kwaywal 
J . W. Renshof 
E. ll. Schiffer 
Ch . van Spronsen 
\V. Ston e! en 
C. D. Tijstcrman 
\V.A.G . Verhulst 
H .C. Versluis 
C. van der Vring 

To Jrd Engineer: 

C .M. Bakker 
) . lk rgsma 
A.C.~!. Blijlcvens 
II. Blok 
K. ).A. Bouma 
E. de Buyzcr 
G. Fcringa 
C. P. 1-lerrebour 
A.M .L. van H ooff 
W.F. Kctdaar 
W.A. Kok 
) . van dcr Kooi j 
W .P.). Kooyman 
E. ) . Kmter 
) . van Laar 
I I.R. de Lange 
G.). Lcuning 
L. Olivier 
P. L. Ph . Otter 
B. Pleiz ier 
).G . de Rooij 
). Sol 
R.J. van der Spoel 
) . 1-1. Slrijers 
H.G. T ans 
A.) . Tijsterman 
M.C. Uijl 
G.W. va n Velzen 
P.i\ . Wcenink 
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F.J . van dcr Wc&tcn 
M .C. Wilct.chut 
A.M. Zandcc 

To 4t11 Engineer: 

A. Bloemcndaal 
F Roquer 
A. Bovcn\Chen 
D.W. Bras 
A. H .j. Biichncr 
W.B.i\. Bm~er 

D.M. Conijn 
1. \V. Dieters 
\V .P. den Dulk 
R.G. A. ). Gabler 
P.J. van Geuns 
) .L.~I. Geuskens 
II. R. G'eisherg 
1-l .C. llaas 
R. den Han oog 
i\. P. van der I locven 
P. E. 1-l uizi ng 
A.W. fl uvc 
L. Jan>cn 
A.G. Kam perman 
F .R .M. Kr.mhrock 
R.C . Lcmmcrcc 
r:. W. \ ' :t il Licnden 
E.V.A. ~lulicr 
p,f. Schaap 
A.C.R. Schrcuders 
W.F. ) . Smit 
H.Y. Sperling 
C.C.O.J. T eul ings 
H . van T willert 
W .) .M. Uvucrhoevcn 
~I.). Verm'culc 
H.C. Vis•er 
) . de Vos 
A.M. H . van Wersch 
1\. j.\V.j . Wouters 



PERSONNEL 
' I 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr J.P. Duijn 2nd Officer Th.l 21/10/70 

" J.V. Mu lder 3rd Th. l 22/10/70 

" W. de Best I 5/11/70 

" L.P. Zij lstra 4th II 1/10/70 

" H. Baas 3rd Engineer B 27/10/70 

" F.J. van der Westen 4th Th.B 9/10/70 

" 
R.J. Camfferman 5th A 9/11/70 
W.F. van Dulk A 26/10/70 

" R.G .A.J. Gobler A 29/10/70 

PROMOTION 

O ur congratulations go to the following officers who were 
promoted to 5th engineers: 

Mr P.C. Bernaards 
.. D.O . Burmania 
.. E.H. Claassen 
.. M.Th.M. Hengeveld 
.. H . Huiskamp 
.. W.J. Mast 
.. A. Mondeel 
.. A.C. Pij l 
.. E.A. Remmelzwaal 
.. H.H. Ruben 
.. C.J. Tee kman 
.. J.H. Weyermars 

as from 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 

CHIEF ENGI NEERS 

4/ 9/70 
8/ 9/ 70 
4 / 9/70 

17/ 9/70 
5/10/70 

18/ 8/70 
19/ 9/70 
19/ 9/70 
19/ 9/70 
29/ 9/ 70 
20/ 9/70 
3/ 8/70 

Capta in J.H.W. Voigt , Master of SAFOCEAN AUCKLAND went 
on home leave. 
Captain B.L. Legemaate was posted to SAFOCEAN AUCKLAND 
following secondment to Capricorn , Durban. 
Captain J.G.M. Spijker, Master of STRAAT FREETOWN went on 
home leave. 
Captain H.N. Schepmon, was posted to STRAAT FREETOWN 
following home leave. 
Captain N. Kroone, Master of STRAA T MADURA to continue the 
remainder of his home leave. 
Captain D.J . Smit was posted to STRAAT MADURA fo llowi ng 
home leave. 
Acting Captain J.W.F. von Hummel , Master of TJILIWONG went 
on home leave. 
Captain Th. Rappard was posted to TJILIWONG following home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer Th. J. Bronsvoort of STRAAT BANKA went on home 
leave. 
2nd Engineer R.F. Schols of STRAAT BANKA was appointed Acting 
Chief Engineer. 
Chief Engineer B.J. Bouwman of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE went on 
home leave . 
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Ch ief Eng ineer H.A. Klazema was posted to SAFOC EA N ADELA ID E 
fo llowing home leave (correction) . 
Chief Engineer J. Schriemer was posted to STRAAT AGULHAS 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.E. Kattenbroek of TJ IPONDOK went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer W.H. van der Poel was posted to TJ IPONDOK 
following home leave. 

LEAVE 

Mr B.G. Coops 
.. L.J. Eyken 
.. K.P.C.A. Gromberg 

F.E. de Nieuwe 
.. J.G. Ormel 
.. W. Boot 
.. J. Meyler 

H. Posthumus Mey jes 
H.K.Ch. B. Veenhuysen 

.. P.E.D . Beretta 

.. J.N.M. Smit 

.. D.J. de Jong 

.. H.R. Margada nt 

.. S.J. Swaerts 

Ch ief Office r 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

.. D.P.J . Brugman 

.. C.F.H.G.M. van den 

.. A.J. Koomans 

2nd Engineer 
Goorbergh 

.. H. Verburg 

.. H.W.M. Veugelers 

.. J. Wildering 

.. A.A.C.M. Wouters 
.. J . H emriko 
.. L.G .A.J. van Hu lst 
.. P.J. Huntelaar 
.. J.H.W.M. van Oostveen 
.. J.W. Ruck 
.. C.D. Tijsterman 
.. J.K. van Zal inge 
.. C.M . Bakker 
.. C.H.M . van Bennekum 
.. J. Bergsma 
.. A. Bosch 
.. A .J . G ulmans 
.. J. van der Kooy 

D.G . van Lopik 
.. L. Oliv;er 
.. Th .J.I. Rutgers 
.. M.Ch. Wildschut 
.. H.J. van Wolferen 

W.K.C. du Bois 
.. A.R. Christoffel 
.. G. Derks 
.. A.A.M. Groot-Antink 

C. van Grootveld 
.. A.W. Huve 

W .W. Luikinga 
.. P.L. Meijering 
.. H.J.H. Offermans 
.. L. Poort 

G .T. van der Scha af 
.. A.A. Schraverus 

3rd Engineer 

4th 

5th 



NEDLLOYD IN THE FAR EAST 

As from 8th December, 1970, and coinciding with Mr 
A.L. de Jong's departure from Hong Kong fo r the HBT 
(announced last month), the office and function of the 
General Representative Far East Nedlloyd (Europe-Fa r 
East Services) ceased to exist. The main fu nction of this 
office in its short life had been to coordinate Nedlloyd 
matters in the Fa r East, following the merge r. Opera
tions were decentralized under the ca re of Line Managers 
in Singapore, Hong Kong and Japan. These Managers 
will henceforth be d irectly responsible to Rijswijk. 

The General Representative was initially largely invo lved 
in the supervision and coordination of the existing con
ventional services, but necessarily became increasi ngly 
involved in matte rs concerning Nedlloyd's planned full 
container service between Europe and the Far East. 

With prior attention now being given to the preparation 
of this conta iner service, the need arose to transform the 
office of the General Representative Far East into one 
which wo uld devote itself whol ly to this matter. This 
office wi ll also be involved in the operational aspects of 
unitized and conta iner ca rriage on the 'S'- and 'W-kerk ' 
vessels at present employed in the Europe/Fa r East 
services. 

Captain R.J. Somb roek of Nedlloyd has now been en
trusted with the management of the operational office 
which wi ll be based (for t he time being at least) in 
lnterocean House , Hong Kong. This office will get into 
gear after Capta in Sombroek's return from leave towards 
the middle of J anua ry, 1971. 

LEAVE (mntin llt'd) 

Those who returned are: 

Mr F.G. von Amersfoorth 
.. J. Jonkman 

P.F. Bij l 
H .J .J. Kessenich 
G.A. Smit 
J . Tj. Woudo 
R.A. Groeneveld 
J.V. Mulder 
A.E. Rouffaer 
L.P. Zij lstra 
G.L. Dekker 
A. Volkert 
N. Poort 
E.H. Schiffer 
A.J. Smits 
A .C.M. Blij levens 
H .G. Tons 
G.W. von Velzen 

.. P.A. Wee nink 

.. Th. Burge r 

.. R.J . Camfferman 
.. J. M.A. Frings 

A. Pronk 
D. Schroor 

.. A.F. Stroo 

Chief Offi cer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted to 

Straat Florida 
Stroot Fushimi 
Straot Agulhas 
Straat Johore 
Straat Fremontle 
St root Clarence 
Safoceon Adelaide 
Straot Futomi 
Stroot Banko 
Safoceon Auckland 
Safoceon Auckland 
Stroot Luzon 
Straat Algoa 
Stroot Chatham 
Stroot Torres 
Straat Magelhoen 
Stroot Honshu 
Tjinegoro 
Stroot Algoa 
Tjiwangi 
Straot Frazer 
Stroot Frazer 
Tj il uwa h 
Tjiwongi 
Tjimonuk 

STAMP COLLECTORS AHOY! 

Philatelist Albert Chiu (now living and working in Sydney) 
has sent this interesting " Explore rs and Discoverers" set 
of stamps, issued by Fiji on 13th August, 1970, with the 
fol lowing notes:-

The 2¢ value shows a bust of Abel Tasman with his 
ship's log open at the entry relating to his sighting 
of Fiji in 1643. Tasman , a Dutchman, sai led throug h 
the north eastern part of the Archipelago with two 
little ships, the Heemskerck and the Zeehaen . They 
sighted about a dozen islands but found no anchor
age and did not land. 

The 3¢ value depicts a bust of Captain James Cook 
wit h his ship Endeavour. In 1774, after sighting 
Tonga , Captain Cook sighted the lone southern 
island of Vatoa wh ile bound for the New Hebrides. 
A landing party left gifts for the islande rs who had 
fled from the shore, and Cook sailed off to the 
south-west, passing south of the Moa la and Kandavu 
groups without seeing them. 

The B!Z va lue shows a bust of Captain William Bligh 
with the long boat in which he sailed, in rough seas , 
right th rough the Fijis to Timor in the Dutch East 
Indies. In April 1789 the crew of the H.M.S. 
BOUNTY mutinied near T ofua, Tonga. Lieutenant 
Bligh and 18 loya l men were cast off from the ship 
with a meagre supply of bread and water and four 
cut lasses. The voyage in the open boat covered 
3,600 miles. 

The 25¢ value shows a bust of a Fijian explorer and 
an earl y type of Fijian ocean-going canoe in which 
the first discoverers of Fi ji are like ly to have travelled. 
Very little is known about these early adventurers. 
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