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Prelude to a good party (right) 

There have been some 'goings
on' in Singapore du ri ng the last 
month, reported on pages 208, 
209 and 2 19. The evident good 
spirits show a staff that is pulling 
together, and we look forward to 
'Meeting Singapore' in a future 
issue and sorting out 'who does 
what' . 

Thanks to a ship's officer . ... 

. . . . we are able to show s.s. 
Ampenan in two South American 
harbours-pages 214/ 5. 
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There has been a certain dearth of photographs from ships recently. 
As these are the raison d'etre for RIL (see pages 2 10/ 211), we natu rally 
want to see what goes on in the Fleet- men at work , at play, in ha rbour 
or at sea. How about it seagoing staff? Any photographers around 
to send (preferably) black-and-white prints, so that we can a ll see the 
'business of shipping ' ? 

Contents, with the exception of articles d erived from other sources, may be 
rep rinted; acknowledge ment of the source , however, would be appreciated. 



THIRD TIME LUCKY! 

A fter two abortive efforts on 19th and 22nd August, NSU's container vessel A BEL TASMA N 
was launched smoothly. 

Notwithstanding the early hour, and 
unadvertised by Van der Giessen
de Noord, hundreds of interested 
spectators went to the shipyard at 
Krimpen aan den IJssel on 17th 
September to watch the launching 
of Holland's largest container vessel. 
This time they were not disappointed: 
a few minutes after 6.30, the enor
mous hull slid with increasing speed 
down the slipway into the water. 

What went wrong four weeks before? 
Manager C.J. van Heel explained 
that the grease which is applied in 
a thick layer under the keel, can 
change its nature under the influence 
of pressure and/or time , losing its 
essential viscose quality. In this case, 
however, it had not been applied 

for an abnormally long time, neither 
was the pressure greater than the 
accepted permissible one, but the 
two factors together caused the 
grease to become 'soaplike '. 

Last month, RIL Post reported the 
ceremony on 19th August. Three 
days later, four 250-ton jacks were 
installed to try to get the ship past 
its standstill point. Whe n this effort 
also failed, the yard's management 
had to decide to lift Abel Tasman 
and apply new grease underneath. 
They worked very hard for four weeks 
on this ; the prestige of Van der 
Giessen's yard was at stake, and in 
spite of current labour unrest in many 
shipyards, they succeede d, with the 
help of fifty jacks, in lifting the ship 
just enough to be able to withdraw 
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the grease skids and provide fresh 
grease. Once again everything was 
cleared for a launching, supporting 
chocks were hammered away, and 
the vessel was secured only to a 
one-metre wide , four-centimetre thick 
plate welded to the keel. This plate 
was cut away, and ABEL TASMAN 
slid into the water amid cheers from 
all the spectators. 

Van der Giessen hope to make up 
for lost time and to deliver the ship 
in February, 1971 . Nevertheless, the 
delay has cost a considerable amount 
of money. The direct damage of 
six to seven thousand guilde rs is 
cove red by New Building Insurance 
of the shipyard. The indirect dam
age is hard to assess .. .. 



Good wishes from M anaging Director T erwogt 
t o RILAIR 's Manager, Mr A. Jason. 

Off to a Flying Start 

RILAIR 

SINGAPORE 

(From left to right) Messrs. Michael Lim Poh Chua, Tony Cheong C heok Weng , Ng Jer Leong, Teo Peng Koon , 
Miss Ann Loh, Messrs. A. Jason and Jimmy Teo H ock Soon. 
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A gay staff occasion. Seated in the foreground (from l. to r .): Mr Terwogt, Mrs Low Klwon Seng Kol( Wing (hidden), Mr Tan Swee Ann, 
Mrs Balhuizen , Mr Postuma, Mn Tan Swee Ann, M1· Lam Kol( Wing , Mrs Postuma, Mr Balhuize11 and Miss F. Rcphael. 

A NEW HEADING 
Singapore has enjoyed severa l functions to mark the 
official integrat ion of the offices of Nedlloyd Li nes, 
Singapore and KPM (F. E.) Pte. Ltd. As from I st Novem
ber, it will be known as lnterocean Lines (S .E.A.) Pte. 
Ltd. 

For this momentous occasion, Mr F. Te rwogt flew in 
from Hong Kong, and a dinner was given by the newly
integrated Company to the entire office staff, with their 
respective wives or husbands, at the Reception Room 
of the Singapore Conference Hall on 17th September. 
It was a memorable occasion, the first social gathering 
of a ll ranks in - as Correspondent Tan Swee Ann says 
-"an atmosphere of utter relaxation." Mr Terwogt 
especially praised the staff for the spirit in which they 
had approached and adjusted themselves to the merger. 
The cheerful faces in the crowded room obviously denote 
a ve ry successful d innerparty. 

To int roduce the new corporate body to shipping a nd 
trade circles, Mr Terwogt, together with Mr and Mrs 
E.A. Postuma, hosted a cocktail party at the Hol landsche 
C lub on 16th Septembe r. It was 'sta nding room only' 
and the guests so enjoyed themselves that the party ran 
into 'extra time ' . 

As if this was not enough, Singapo re has also had the 
exc itement of the first 'take-off' t here of RILAIR , a 
d ivision of lnterocean Lines (S.E.A.) Pte. Ltd. , which 
like RI LA IR in Hong Kong - will specialise in despatching 
and receiving a ircargo. To ma rk the occasion, a cock
tail pariy was held in the Polynesian Room of the Ming 
Court Hotel - one of Singapore's newest and most 

luxurious hote ls. Some 120 people attended and aga 1n 
a good time was had by a ll. 

It seems that Singapore is off to a good start with the 
new organisations, and the Port of Singapore Aut hority 
Recreation Club has benefited as well: on 16th Septem
ber, Messrs . T erwogt and Postuma pa id a visit to the 
Chairman , Mr Howe Yoon Chong (centre), and also 
present was Mr A. Vijiaratnam , Chief Engineer of the 
Container project, who a lso doub les as Chairman of the 
P.S.A. Recreation Club. Mr Postuma handed a cheque 
for S$ 2500 to Mr Viji aratnam (left) which will go 
towards the construction of a ten nis cou rt for t he club , 
thus commemorating the integration of the offi ces for 
the benefit of Singapore. 
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Shipping has been our business 
... Since the turn of the century 

ROYAL INTEROC EAN LINES 

~ 



Shipping is indeed our business and , a s we all know, it is complex- ye t well-regu lated , involved - yet smoothly ru n, 
complicated- a nd yet a straightforward business of carrying other peoples' goods across the oceans of the world . Slings , 
c ranes, hatches and machinery form a mosaic, a RIL pattern in whic h our lives a re woven. Long years of experience make 
'ou r business' possib le. Talented Hong Kong designe r, Tao Ho , has given an impression of our shipping world in four new 
prestige advertisements which wi ll eventually be displayed throughout the Rl L sphere. 

s.s. TJILATJAP, 1903- 1926 



uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu u u 
U ma g n. true na ut. U 
U text course miles course miles U u u 
u u 
U from nome the cape of nagascky ( .!l!f H.J; Uf.1j ) U § to meyaxima ( f;t: Jiil:;) in la titude 32 degrees: SWbyW 20 239 ' 76' § 
U from the re to the island onkoe (Ockseu J~i.Ji) U 
§ in latitude 25 degrees SWbyW 189 228' 640' § 
U But the old chart says SW 148 miles: according to U 
U the SWbyW course and the difference in latitude t1 
U this should be 189 miles as noted above. U 
U from there to lla Formosa , roughly the sand U 
§ dunes in lat. 24 1/5 degrees (e.g . between * Ej3 § 
U andffl~) SE 17 125' 68' U 
)::::[ from the re to the reef off ta ywa n in latitude U 
U 22-58 SbyW 19 86' U u u 
§ Sum total from Japan to taywan ( iJ m or § 
u t:. 2p ) 245 870' u 
u u 
U from taywan to Pedra Branca WbyS 70 262 ' 280' U 
§ from there to the eastern end of aynam in § 
u latitude 19 1/12 swtw 88 230' 328' u 
U (Ta Chou tao* t.iH lfJJ in V.O.C. records U 
§ Tinhosa, 952 feet hig h) § 
U from there to the southern end aynams SWbyW 27 236 ' 104' U 
¢::} (Yii Lin chiang ;fif«1*~ ) from there to the ¢::} 
):! river Toncqin NW 68 321' 237' ):{ 

U from Pedra Branca taking the inner route would U 
U be 30 miles shorter. U 
§ Sum total from Taywan to Tonq. 253 § 
U and from J apan via taywan to tonqui n IS 498 )::( 

§ But if one sailed from the island onkoe along § 
)::( the China coast to some sand-dunes SW 50 225 ' 200' )::( 

¢::} (Breaker Point -;fi fill]. tl.t) and from there to ¢::} 
):{ Pedra Bran~a WSW 23 252 ' 92' ):{ 

)::( from Japan to island oonckoe 209 )::( 

Seventeenth 

Century 

Sailing 

Directions 

§ from there to tonquin outside of aynam 183 § 
U the total f rom Japan to tonquin 465 )::( 

U but from pedra branca taking the inside aynam J:r: 
U passage would be 33 miles closer so that if one )::( 
§ could sail this way Japan to tonquin is 432 § 
u u 
UUUUJ:r:J:r:UJ:r:J:r:J:r:J:r:UUUJ:r:J:r:J:r:J:r:UJ:r:J:r:UUUJ:r:UJ:r:UJ:r:J:r:J:r:J:r:UJ:r:UJ:r:UJ:r:J:r:J:r:J:r:UJ:r:J:r:UUJ:r: 

TASMAN'S 

NAVIGATOR 
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P1·eJent-day RIL Jeagoing sta ff will be intereJted to read of a Dutch navigator who piloted Jhips in the hazardous 
conditions of three hundred years ago. Th ey will also appreciate the technical details given by Captain W .Z . M ulder 
(retired) w ho is an expert on seventeenth century merchantmen:-

An important set of 'sailing directions' 
was compiled at the end of the 
Hirado period or the ve ry beginning 
of the Deshima period ( 1641) in 
Japan. The autho r was a nav igato r 
in the service of the V.O.C. and 
best known for his voyages as Pilot 
Major to Tasman ( 1642-1 644) in the 
discove ry of the Zuytlandt (Southern 
Continent i.e. Australia) . 

His name was Jacques Fran<;o is Viss
cher and he was born in Vlissingen 
-when exactly is not known but 
probably at the turn of the centu ry. 
His name would indicate that his 
fam il y originated from Antwerp a nd 
had moved to Flushing when the 
former city fell. He is fi rst men
t ioned among those that manned 
t he fleet of Jacques I' Hermite , 
who sailed II ships to the Indies in 
1623. It is most likely that Visscher 
stayed in the In dies as a navigato r 
of the V.O.C. ships, for a lette r 
dated 26th June , 1634 states that 
the Chief Merchant at Hirado , 
Ni colaes Couckebacker, entrusted 
him with the su rveying of the coasts 
of the G oto islands ( Jillb) and of 
Satsuma and Arima , so important to 
Dutch ships when mak ing a landfal l 
on the ir way to Japan. Although he 
ca rried the necessary recommenda 
tions fro m Lord Matsura of Hirado, 
unde r whose jurisdiction the Goto 
islands belonged, the local Lord in 
Ochika ( 1]\ 1~ ~ alJ) sent Visscher 
back, both on this occasion and again 
when he went back with even bette r 
papers. 

The next thing known about Visscher 
is that he se rved on the ret urn -fleet 
of 1636 which sailed under command 
of the retired G ove rno r General of 
the Indies, Hendrick Brouwer. During 
that Voyage home Brouwer urged 
Visscher to write down his views on 
how best to intercept the Spanish 
ships, loaded down with cargo a nd 
silve r bullion , on thei r way from 
Acapulco in Nova Hispania (South 
Ame rica) to Mani la . 

Home was never like this, and 1637 
found him back in Batavia as a Pilot 

Major, ea rning 66 gu ilders monthly . 
The next year he was in T onking a nd 
was commissioned to survey the Gulf 
of that name and the coast of the 
island of Hainan , a job he success
fully completed in 1640. Back in 
Batavia he was re -enga ged as Pilot 
Ma jor, th is time at 80 guilders. 

Hi s recommend at ions have been 
checked on modern B.A. Ch arts and 
we leave it to the reade r to judge 
how accu rat e they a re . The mi les 
used in those days we re so-called 
"Snellius " miles of 1900 Rhine land 
Rods = 7185 metres, wo rking out at 
3.88 nautical miles . However, on 
some maps of Tasman's voyages, for 
which Vissche r most ce rtainly was 
responsible, he uses the so-cal led 
German mile of 15 to a degree 
latitude = 4 nautical miles . The spell
ing of names has been left as in the 
original - see opposite page. 

Soon afte rwa rds Gove rno r Genera I 
va n Diemen put him to work writing 
a Me mora ndum on the feasability 
and methods of exploring not on ly 
the Southern Continent but also, and 
at the same time , the sti ll unknown 
pa rts of the Southe rn Ocea ns , Indian 
and Pacific! 

As he was consta nt ly a nd busily 
engaged on th is work , and on t he 
two Tasman voyages in execution of 
his suggestions, and moreover fades 
out of the Company's records after 
1645 , it is safe to date the document 
under d iscussion as being written 1n 
1641. 

It is not necessary to give details of 
eve ry track from Japan to ports of 
ca ll in the Far East; may it suffice to 
indicate the salient points and land
marks used by ou r forebears: from 
Tinhosa the next was 'cape avarellsz 
in 13 degrees lat.', correctly given as 
SbyW- 93 miles (true 190 ° - 360'); 
from there they ra ised ' pula cecix de 
terra in II degrees latitude'; the latter 
island is now named Pu lu Cecir 
de Mer and a much smaller one 
inshore- ins ignificant to navigation 
in earlier times- Ceci r de Terre. 
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On the way to Ayuthia in Siam ' pula 
candoor followed in lat . 8 2/ 3 degrees 
and pula uby in latitude 9 degrees' . 
These names are easily recognisab le 
as is ' the mouth of the 1·iver menam 
in ziam in latitude 13 degrees'. 

Towa rds the South , one sailed from 
'p ula can door S<S W - 96 miles (true 
203 o - 387') to pula ckimon in 
latitude 2i degrees', the name a 
copyist's miswriting for Pulu Tioman, 
a well-known rendezvous of V.O.C. 
ships through the centuries; from 
the re it was 28 miles to Zingapura 
roads, which he places at I ~ degrees 
latitude 'on the north side' (of the 
equato r) . Buildin g on to previously 
g iven d irections Visscher gives cou rses 
and distances from Japan to Mal acca , 
Bengal, Ceylon, Palicatte , Suratte, 
Quina m (T ourane); the re is no men
tion of Patani, once an important 
Trading Post, for it had been aban
doned in 1622. 

The second part of the document 
t reats 'batavia to hollandt via cape 
bonne hisperance, at helena and corvo, 
the westernmost of the Flemish Islands 
(Azores) lying in latitude 40 and 
longuitude 345 1 j 2 degrees (relative 
to the meredian of the Peak of 
Teneriffe )'. 

The last lap was to Hitla ndt (the 
Shetland Islands) on a NE cou rse , 
sailing west and no rth of the British 
Isles for safety reasons- being at 
war with Spain- and from Hitlandt 
on a SS E course for T exel and home. 
From Japan, Visscher figu red that 
via Taywan, Batavia and t he Cape 
it would be 4069 miles. 

As a good seaman he ends with 
reservations : 

'this is an indication of how placej· are 
situated .in 1·elation to each other. 
However, sometimes one has to sail a 
different course and for a longer dis
tance; this is due to unfavorable winds 
and currents. What is given above is 
how these places are commonly sailed 
to'. 



Second Officer C . Gouwe 

THE LACA 

Alongside at . 

AMPENA~ 

Vessels sailing in the Latin America-Caribbean 
Coastline of South America. Here are 1-wo: Ar 
and Paita in equatorial regions. 

Antofagasta 

Ch ile's te rr ito ry is a ribbon of land between the Andes J 
and the Pac ific, and t he most no rt herly stretch is a 
600-mile rainless hot dese rt of b rown hil ls and plains 
devoid of vegetation . Antofagasta is the la rgest 
town in th is reg ion , and is one of the two po rts where 
ships can tie up-lquiqu e being the othe r. Elsewhe re , 
they must anchor off t he inhos p itable sho res. 

Ampenan called to load the eve r-p resent fis hmeal 
which is ca rr ied to As ia. Jute is b rought back from 
India to make the bags fo r the fishmeal. The host 
of bi rds indicates what a rich ha rvest the re is in these 
Pacific waters . 



enberg points his lens at 

~S SCENE 

Antofagasta. 

N CALLS 

Service make calls all along the lengthy West 
\ntofagasta almost on the Tropic of C apricorn 

[ Paita 

[The whole of the western seaboard of Peru is desert 
on which rain seldom fa ll s, but 35% of the population 
lives in this narrow coastal strip. Fifty-two rivers flow 
from the Andes, but only ten of them have water 
in their beds all the year round. When irrigated , 
however, the sands a re extremely fertile. About I~ 
million acres a re watered to-day, creating 40 oases, 
and in the north, cotton is grown . 

At the little port of Paita , just south of Ecuador, the 
LACAS vessels ca ll for cotton in season, and here is 
Ampenan alongside . Small fishing boats lie all around 
(bottom , left) , and the aridity of the surrounding 
country is clea rly seen . 



FLEET 

The newly-purchased vessel Ocean Prima was delivered 
at Hong Kong at the end of October and will go 
into Taikoo Dockyard for re-fitting and re-naming Straat 
Talbot. 

m.v. Tjiluwah will cruise from Melbou rne to New Zea land 
and return during November, calling at Hoba rt, Du nedin, 
Lytte lton and Wellington. 

Mimi M (Cypriot flag , 6895 SDW, balespace 314,745 
cu. ft.) has been t ime-cha rtered for a single trip from 
Japan to East Africa to assist with the carriage of 
motorca rs. The ship was del ivered on 18th O ctober 
and is expected to be re-delivered in the second half 
of November. 

The charter ship Ocean Unity will make an extra sa iling 
to Durban after DMO in Japan , and wil l then load in 
East Africa for the EAFS. 

FACTS 

The time-cha rter of Springbank (announced last month) 
has been cancelled. 

Despina R gave the early-October sa iling in the Far 
East-East Africa Service (EAFS) from Japan in place of 
Ocean Unity, calling also at Kee lu ng. Her time-charter 
has been furthe r extended and after d ischarge at Beira 
in mid-November, the ship wil l proceed to the Bay of 
Bengal to load for one east-bound voyage in the Latin 
America and Caribbean Service (LACAS), fo llowing a 
south/north route on the West Coast of South America. 
She is expected to be redelivered at Buenaventura in 
mid-February. 

The British motor-vessel Westbury ( 123533 SDW, 576000 
cu. ft. ba lespace) has been time-cha rtered for one west
bound voyage in the Africa-Australia/New Zeala nd service 
(AANZS), to ca rry a full cargo of wheat in bulk from 
Australia to Beira. The vessel is likely to be delivered in 
early December and redelivered at Beira early in Janua ry. 

JUST THE TICKET! 

The light-blue front cover. 

CONTAINER CONDITION REPORT 

NOTES , 

Container Condition Report on the Back Cover. 
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Along with the development of 
containers, comes the inevitable 
paperwork to ensure that a ll these 
identica l 'boxes' are kept in good 
order, del ivered to the right 
places, and really are where they 
are said to be! 

One of t he means R I L is us1ng 
to achieve this end is th is neat 
'Container Ticket' wh ich covers the 
container from shore to shore i.e. 
from the wha rf of the loading port 
to the wharf where it is discharged. 
Each conta iner has its own t icket, 
and duplicate forms inside are 
despatched to interested parties . 
A statement is made inside the 
Ticket-cover of the condition of 
the containe r. Non-carbon ized 
paper does away with the ra ther 
messy business of inserting carbon 
paper for each copy. 

Whilst the conta iner is in land 
transit i.e . from shipper to wharf 
or from wharf to consig nee , the 
tracking is done by the Area 
Ma nager concerned. 

At the centre of this 'Tracing 
System' is the Cargo Hand ling 
Department in Hong Kong, wh ich 
is keeping a watchfu l eye on 
developments. 



TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARIES 

Chief Engineer J. Coers 

When the day came-19th August-for Ch ief Engineer 
Coers to commemorate 25 years service with the Com
pany , he was away cruising on the " high seas" of the 
Frisian lake distr ict in the northe rn Netherlands. 

So it was that on I st September a small pa rty gathered 
in the newly-installed 'Kle ine vergaderzaal' on the fou rth 
floor of 'Het Scheepvaarthuis' to celebrate the anniver
sary. Miss Tjepkema (PZ) presented a bouquet of roses 
to Mrs Coers , and then Mr W.M . de Haan recounted 
the important milestones in the career of the Chief 
Eng ineer, who first served with the KPM and was pro
moted to Chief Engineer in 1957. Before Mr de Haan 
was able to strap on the presentation gold watch , 
however, Mr Coers had to remove his old one from his 
wrist! 

In his reply, Mr Coers pointed out that his association 
with the KPM had started even earlier than 1945 , as he 
had held a KPM scholarship from 1937. He had passed 
his BM examinations in 1939 but active military service 
had then prevented him from entering KPM service. 
After demobilisation in 1940 , he had succeeded in 

Mr & Mrs Goers. 

obtaining his ASW and A certifi cates, but had had to 
"go underground" from 1942 onwa rd until the war was 
over. He reca lled many ships in which he had sailed 
and the pleasant atmosphere aboard. 

THIRT EEN - LUCKY NUMBER 

Mr C. de Graaff 

No. 13 on the payroll at Amsterdam, and No. I of the 
post-war staff- that was Mr C. de Graaff when he 
joined the Company twenty-five years ago. At the time 
he was one of three competent accountants who were 
'snatched ' from the Netherlands Shipbuilding Company , 
the other two being Messrs. J. G. Baak (Amsterdam) and 
E. Willems (Hong Kong) who a re also still with us. 

Mr de Graaf, Adjunct-Chef of the Accounts Depart
ment in Amsterdam, can look back on a very successful 
twenty-five years. Starting with the liqu idation of a part 
of the war-administration- the so-called ' LIMA-period' 
-which called for quite some independent work, he 
at the same t ime worked at his theoretical knowledge 
and amassed one book-keeping certificate afte r another, 
finally attaining his NIVA accountancy certificate . He 
has taken on many tasks in his career and is now cha rged 
with the ma nagement of the Accounts Department. 

After relating the details of Mr de Graaff's service, Mr 
van de r Schalk presented him with an inscribed wrist
watch at a ce remony in the 'Grote Ve rgaderzaal' of ' Het 
Scheepvaarthuis' where he had come with Mrs de Graaff 
on 17th September to celebrate his silver jubilee. 

The 'Jubilee watch' is fastened on. 

A copy of Elsevier's 'World History' was also presented 
from the staff, and after Mr de Graaff had made a 
speech of thanks , an animated reception followed. 
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RETIRING 

When the Captain and officers of Straat Ba li knew that 
the time had come fo r Stewa rd Fung Yiu to re ti re, they 
we re happy to a rrange fo r a lit t le pa rty b wish hi m 
well. He re he is , wi t h Ca pta in E. Pe ls (right) a nd Ma it re 
d' Hotel, J.G . La u Kin Ti ng . 

INTRODUCTION 

The Dllfc/1 Club in Singapore was crowded when a highly successful 
cocktail party was given tlu:re on 16th September- su page 20'J. 

COMPANY 
FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

Mr Y. Suzuki (Yokohama. Ag.) to Miss Mido ri Soma on 30th August. 
Mr T. Nishimura (Yokohama . Ag .) to Miss Michiko on 5th September. 
3rd Engineer N. Poort ( leave) to Miss J.M. Maas on 7th September 
at Vl iss inge n. 
Mr Yiu W ai Kong (HK HO FB) to Miss Lee Yin Ngan on lOth 
September. 
Miss C.J. Moonen (A msterdam) to Mr J.Th.M. Elfering on 23rd 
September. 
4th Officer G . Carstens (leave) to Miss F. Sap on 29th September 
at Leeuwarden. 
5th Engineer A . Bloemendaal (leave) to Miss J. Veldman on 30th 
Septem ber at A peldoorn . 
4th Engineer J.J. de Beer (Tji bantjet) to Miss N. Broer on 23rd 
October at Schieda m. 

New Arrivals 

Mr K. Tanaka (Kobe ): a son, H ironori, on 9th August. 
Mr Lim Say Te ng (Penang ) : a son, Lim Teik Hooi, o n 29th A ug ust. 
Mr G . Mannarli ngam (S inga pore): a daughter, Mohanavadiva, on 
I st Septem ber. 
Mr P.F. Botman (Amsterdam): a daughter, Joyce Anna Dorothea 
Cornelis, on 5th September. 
M rs Seet Lian Neo (Singapore): a daughter, Sharon Seet Ee Lin, 
on I mh September. 
2nd Eng inee r J . Wi ldering (Straa t Frank lin) : a son, Jasper Jorn , 
on I I th Se ptem ber. 
Mr A. A ng Kok Leong (S ing apore): a daughter, A ngelina A ng 
Sym Kuon , on 12th September. 
5th Engineer R.W. Schroder (leave ): a daughter, Marie-Lou ise , on 
13th September. 
5th Eng ineer W.F. den Dulk (leave): a son , A ntony John, on 2 1si 
September. 
2nd Officer J .F. Vonk (leave) : a da ughter, Diane Ve roni ca , on 21st 
Septem ber. 
Mr G.A. La b rijn (A msterdam): a daughter, Sandra Monique, on 
24th September. 
Mr J.J. van Steenbergen (Durban ): a daughter, Joa nna Katherina, 
on 29th September. 
Chief Engineer G.G. Peek (leave): a daughter, Helga Carolien, 
on 13th October. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr G. Kasteleijn (Managing Di rector), accom panied by 
Mr G.D.M. Boot (Commercial Director), attended t he 
Principa ls' Meeting of the Japa n & Hong Kong /South 
Afr ica Shipping Confe rence (JAHOSASC ON) in To kyo 
on 19t h a nd 20t h O ctober, fo llowed b y t he Japa n/We st 
Afr ica Fre ig ht Conference (J W A FC) on 21st O ctobe r. 

Mr A.L. de Jong, General Representative Fa r East of 
Nedlloyd (Europe-Far East Services) made a short business 
trip to J apan and retu rne d via Ko rea at the beginning 
of O ctobe r. 

Mr G.Th.M. Sweijen (Representative in Brazil). Mr R. 
Rowlands (Durban) and Miss T.R. Reyenga (H K HO 
VZ) attended a Combined Inwa rd/Outwa rd Canvassing 
Meeting at Yokohama du ring October. 

Mr Swe ije n, Mr Rowlands and Mr C.A.A.J. Sinninghe 
Damste (Yokkohama. Man .) subsequently visited Hong 
Kong in connection with this meeting . 

Mr G.J. Hogewind and Mr B.F. van Buuren made a short 
business t rip f rom A msterdam to Japan and Hong Kong 
towards t he end of O ctob e r. 

Captain R.J . Sombroek (Nedl loyd ) wa s stationed in Hong 
Kong in O ctobe r and mad e a business t rip t o Ja pan 
du ring t he month . 

Mr W. Bakker (HK HO TO) left Hong Kong on 9th 
O ctober for a two-wee k b usine ss trip to Singapore. 

Mr B.C. Faase (H K HO LB) left Hong Kong o n I I th 
O ctobe r for a month's business tri p to Austra lia. 

Mr K. Groeneveld (Manag e r, PZ, A msterdam) made a 
business t ri p to Hong Kong in mid-Octobe r. 

Mr V. Ho Kai Chu (HK HO VZ) made a short business 
trip in ea rly October to Bang kok, Malaysia and Singapore . 

Mr M. Yoda (Na g oya) made a t hree-week b usi ness t rip 
to the West Coast of Sout h A merica at the end of 
September/beginning October. 

218 



LOG BOOK 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Four more names to be added to the list of people who 
have served the Company for twenty-five years:-

Captain H . Boeree 
Purser Li Moon Chung 
Maitre d 'Hote l Chiang 
Pun Kwong (Straat Banka) 
Captain W.H. Schroder 

16th November 
23rd November 

23rd November 
27th November 

Mr Li Moon C hung 's Annive rsary was celeb rated whi le 
Tji luwah was at Hong Kong on 19th October (see page 
221). 

TO ALL CONCERNED 

PRESENTATION 

Chief Engineer f. Coers, on behalf of Mrs Coers and 
himself, wishes to thank the friends and colleague>· who 
attended the commemoration of his Silver Jubilee in 
Amste1·dam. He would like to express his appreciation of 
the con[Iratulations and good wishes received , in person and 
m wntmg , on this occasion. 

(see report on page 217) 

Purser Li Moon Chung 's colleagues made a happy choice 
of present for him on his 25th Service Anniversa ry when 
they selected a painting of one of Hong Kong 's colourful 
ladder streets . Ma itre d'Hotel Lo Pok Hang produced 
it at the right moment on board Tpluwah for Captain 
J. Maan to present (see page 221 ). 

~~x=x_x x- x= x= x- x _ x x x- x= x= x x x x x= x = x= x x x= x= x ~ 

Iii SECRETARY'S SUPPLICATION Iii 
Iii From Mrs Nell West (Sydney, Management) Iii 

Iii The legion of secretaries can take heart- the Rev. John Nicholls , v1car of St. Giles church , Iii 
Camberwel l. Eng land. has found a prayer for them:-

ltl " Give me, please 0 Lord, the wisdom of a judge, the patience of Job and the hide of an elephant. Iii 
ltl Give my fin gers such speed that I can finish tonight the mail I should have been given yesterday. l:il 

1

:.

1

:

1 

Give me such acute hearing that I can understand the dictation he mumbles out of the window, while 

1

:

1

.:

1 
jingling the change in his pocket. 

:-: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
!·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Give me please a magic box out of which J can instantly p1'0duce the envelopes, pens, pencils, letters , 
files, lighter flints and buttons he has lost . 

Help me to correct his atrocious spelling and even worse phmsing, so that he reads my letters and 
glows with pride at his own English. 

Caution me to remembe1· that if one day he feels off colour and barks, snarls or snee1·s, l must retain a 
gentle friendly smile, no matter how well or ill l may happen to feel. 

Let me always remember that my home telephone is for his imperious use at every inconvenient hour, 
day and night- and that he will expect a smile in my voice, even if my cold, semi-nude body is 
dripping bath water on the lino . 

Give me an uncanny insight and an encyclopaedic memory for dates and anniversaries he has never even 
mentioned and meetings he forgot to record. 

Extend your mercies, Lord, and throw in one extra lesson on how to combine the duties of secretary, 
charwoman, hostess, diplomat, accountant , telephonist, filing clerk, cloakroom attendant and general nurse. 

Lord, if you could, l would be sincerely grateful ." 
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:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 
:·: 

Ill 



AN ELDER OF THE SHIPS RETIRES 

The old steamship TJIPONDOK has a reputation as a 
happy ship, and one of the reasons fo r this is the close
kn it group which makes up the Petty Officers on board . 
Doyen of the g roup is Cargo Clerk Lau Yee Kwong, 
who at the unbelievable age of 70 is now reti ring to a 
quiet life ashore with his family. 

When a man such as Mr Lau retires (he has earned both 
an eng raved watch and a long-service gold medal) , there 
is a feeling of loss in the Company; he has served ever 
since 1923, and has been on TJIPONDOK continuously 
since 1957, apart for a brief 13 days spell in hospital . 

RIL could not let Mr Lau go without saying G oodbye, 
so on 29th September he came with his wife and 
daughter-in -law, his messmates, Captain , Chief Engineer 
and Fourth Engineer to HK HO. Mr G .C .H. Cooper, 
Manager of the Crew Department, gave a brief resume 
(translated by Miss L. Chui) of his long career on the 
"Tj i" ships, and then Mr H.J.J. Nietmann (PZ) presented 
him with a 'lucky' envelope on behalf of Managing 
Directors. 

In a rejoinder spoken wa rm ly from his heart, Mr Lau 
thanked everyone and proposed a toast to the future 
prosperity of the Company. Captain H. de Gees+ 
followed with the gift of a watch from TJIPONDOK's 
crew, and an engraved silver cigarette box came la te r 
from the Captain and officers. 

Applawe jro111 Mr Cooper for !VIr Lau. 

It was a pleasant friendly gathering, with Mr Lau himself 
taking the lead in reminding everyone of the deta ils of 
those 47 yea rs of se rvice . Chief Steward Tong Kwok 
Chung says that he is a great mahjong player, so we 
hope that he will now enjoy many games. Mr Lau says: 
" Experience is the most important thing"- he certainly 
should know! 

ANNUAL RIL SPORTSDAY 

Reported by E.A. Postuma in his own inimitable style 

"As has become customary, the KPM Sports Club under 
the chai rmanship of Mr Koh Ah Lek had its annual fete 
on the sportsground of Fraser & Neave. The weather 
was fine , the g rass was green, everybody was enthusiast ic, 
pe rformances were ... well, as usual . W e had ladies' 
basketball , whe re one of the tea ms won (impossib le to 
say which team, as there was extensive mixing) . There 
was the t raditiona l football match between the marrieds 
and un-marrieds - men only - which was won by the 
marrieds on the toss of a coin, which goes to show that 

'" the clean sh."rts are an optical illusion . 

at least in Singapore there IS little between these two 
states of mind ! 

The highlight was no doubt the tug-of-war between the 
Ma nagement and the rest of t he staff, which was won 
by the Mana gement in a breath-taking fina l heat, mainly 
in order to prove that they could 'manage' and were 
able to pull their weight. Due to general lack of 
physical fitness, the number of corpses on Management 
side strewn on the lawn after the event was uncountable." 

.Hrs Postuma !1olds up the Reyneker Shield. 
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AN IMPORTANT MOMENT 
for Mr Li Moon Chung 

A passenger ship of standing is certainly experienced in 
handling social occasions, and Tjiluwah and her staff made 
it a very smooth occasion indeed when the 25th Service 
Anniversary of Purser Li Moon Chung was celebrated 
on board on 19th October. Mr Li's twenty-five years 
wil l be completed on 23rd November - and no doubt 
there will be some 'below-deck' celeb rations on that day 
-but by making the official presentation in Hong Kong , 
many old friends from shore had the opportunity to 
attend, as wel l as Mr Li's own family . 
It was- as Mr van Kretschmar said- a very important 
moment in Mr Li's career, which has been varied and 

successfu l. His fi rst ship (as for so many of the Catering 
Staff) was Tjitjalengka, where he was 2nd Cook. His 
qualities of leadership and admin istrative ab ility, how
ever, soo.n marked him out for promotion , and from t he 
post of Storekeeper he rose th rough the ranks to become 
Chief Steward in 1951 , a much-travel led Catering Instruc
tor between 1958/9 , Maitre d'Hotel, Purser, and finally 
Chief Purser in 1966. 

Mr Li was very much involved on two occasions when 
catering staff had to sh::>w their mettle: the first was 
on board Tj isadane when nearly 300 people were rescued 
from the volcanic island of Tristan da Cunha. The second 
occasion was the fi re on board Ruys when food had to 
be supplied in d ifficult circumsta nces. 

After relating these details , Mr van Kretschmar presented 
the inscribed gold watch, at the same time thanking not 
only Mr Li for his invaluable services but also Mrs Li 
for her support of her husband . 

Mr J.J. Leurs, Manager PZ (Officers) read out con
gratulatory teleg rams, and then Captain J. Maa n, on 
behalf of officers, petty-officers and most of the catering 
staff, presented Mr Li with a Hong Kong painting , tel li ng 
t he assembled company of the scores of compliments 
received fro m passengers on Mr Li's capab ility and good 
organ ization , and wishing him many good years to come. 

Mr Li appeared to be understating the case when he 
said that he was " rea lly a little excited" ! After thanking 
everyone, he proposed G ood Health to all. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with much reg ret that we announce the death after a long 
illness of Maitre d'Hotel, J .G . Yip Sung, aged 59, on 23 rd 
September. H e was repatriated back to Hong Kong from STRAAT 
FUTAMI some months ago. 

Mr Yip would have earned a Long Se rvice watch next year. 
During his long service on many ships , he had become known and 
value d by Captains and collea gues al ike as an exceedingly honest, 
hardworking man , always willing to teach and hel p the young , and 
a man who would turn his hand to any task in an emergency. 

We send o ur d eep sym,pathy to his wife, son and four da ughters, 
es pecially Miss Loretta Yip wh o works in the Typing Poo l at HK 
HO. 
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It is with the deepest reg ret that we have to announce the death 
of Chief Officer J.A. van Beurden o n I Oth Octobe r, as the result 
of a traffic accident whilst on leava on 21st August. Mr van 
Be urde n was esteemed by su p eriors, colleagues and subord inates 
alike a s a p leasant and e nerg etic officer with a g reat sense of 
responsibility, who will be missed in the Fleet . We send ou r con
do!enceo to his wife and children in Holland. 
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PERSONNEL 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 
CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain H. Muys, Master of STRAAT BA NKA was transferred to 
STRAAT HOBART. 
Captain W.H. Schroder, Master of STRAAT HOBART was trans
ferred to STRAAT BANKA. 
Captain H. Boeree, Master of SAFOCEAN ALBANY was transferred 
to STRAA T ALGOA. 
Captain G. van der Spoel, Master of STRAAT ALGOA was trans
ferred to SAFOCEAN ALBANY. 
Capta in A.N. Kloots, Master of STRAAT AGULHAS went on home 
leave. 
Captain J.D. Je/ijs was posted to STRAA T AGU LHAS following 
home leave. 
Captain D.J. Smit, Master of STRAAT COOK went on home leave. 
Captain A.J.M. Michie/sen was posted to STRAAT COOK following 
intermediate leave. 
Captain Th. H. Rappard, Master STRAAT MADURA went on home 
leave. 
Captain N. Kroone was (temporarily) posted to STRAAT MADURA. 
Captain E. van de Watering, Master TJI MANU K went on sick leave. 
Captain H.J. Brons was posted to TJIMANUK followi ng home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.L. Frenks of STRAAT MOZAMBIQ UE went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Weavers was posted to STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Schriemer of SAFOCEAN AMSTERDAM went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer C. Kru l was posted to SAFOC EA N AMSTERDAM 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer M.G . Beunder of STRAAT HOBART went on home 
leave. 
Chief Eng ineer C. F. Nicolai was posted to STRAAT HOBART 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer J.H.M. van Miltenburg of STRAAT FUSH IMI went 
on sick leave. 
2nd Engineer A.J. Odink of STRAAT FUSHIMI was appointed 
Acting Chief Engineer. 
Chief Eng ineer J.C. van Dinteren of STRAA T COLOMBO went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engi neer A.M. I'Herminez of STRAAT COOK was transferred 
to STRAAT COLOMBO. 
2nd Engi neer V.J.W. Hendriks of STRAAT LUZON was transferred 
to STRAA T COOK as Acting Chief Engineer. 
Chief Engineer H.J . van der Veer of STRAAT LAGOS went on 
home leave. 
2nd Engineer J .J .A. Guitoneau was posted to STRAAT LAGOS as 
Acting Chief Engineer fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer N. Bartels of HOUTMAN went on home leave 
prior to his retirement. 
2nd Engineer J . Schat was posted to HOUTMAN as Acting Chief 
Engi neer following home leave. 

TRANSFERS OF SHORE STAFF 

Mr Ph. Bangert was transferred from Manila (and subsequent home 
leave) to Wellington. 
Mr J.L. de Jong was transferred from Singapore to HK MH . 

LEAVE 

Mr F.G. van Amersfoorth 
" J .J . Duit 
.. H.W. Louet Feisser 
" D. Plooy 
.. H.K.M . Schot 
" M .F. Spiessens 
" H. van de Beek 
" M.F. Mulder 
.. A.J.M . van Schijndel 
.. L.H. Veenenbo; 
" R. Westerhuis 
" H.A. Schreurs 
" W.G . Alberda 

A.M .F. de Bont 
" C.D . van Lienden 
" J.W. Ruck 
" J.J . de Beer 
" A.C.M. Bl ijlevens 
" C.J .M. Boerma 
.. J.M . van den Heuvel 
.. Tj.A. Hiddes 

U. Jetten 
.. P.A. Weenink 
" L.A.J. van Eijck 
" G .J . va n de Haar 
" J. Jongman 
" B.J . Knegt 
" N.G .D. Peters 
" L. de Regt 
" J . Steutel 

J .A. Tomassen 

Those who returned are: 

Mr M.L. van den Arend 
" F.J. Broersma 
" C. van der Knaap 
" R.J . Piso 
.. A. Kruger 

" E.G. van Tellingcn 
.. A. Robaard 
" F. van Woerkom 
" J .P. van der Meu len 
" A.C. Hulst 
.. A.J .J. Bijman 
" H. Baas 
.. A.W. Noort 
" W. Stortelers 
" W.J.M. van Eijndhoven 
" W.P. Vijfwinkel ' 
" A.M . Zandee 
" A. Bovenschen 

E.J . van Dapperen 
.. A.F.M. Doove 

B.H. van Lom 
" J .J . Meijer 
" W.J . Voolstra 

A.J.W.J. Wouters 
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Chief Officer 

2nd Officer 
3rd 

2nd Engineer 
3rd 

4th 

5th 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
2nd Engineer 
3rd 

4th 

5th 

posted to 

Straat Algoa 
Straa t Colombo 
Straat Freetown 
Straat Frazer 
Despina R 

(supercargo ) 
Straat Magelhaen 
Houtman 
Straa t Lombok 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Honq Kong 
Straat Lagos 
Straat Cumberland 
Tjiwangi 
Tjibantjet 
Straat Holland 
Stra at Franklin 
Straa t Rio 
Straat Le Maire 
Tjinegara 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Colombo 
Tjinegara 
Straat Colombo 



NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty we lcome is extended t o t he fo llowing new RIL 
personne l who re ce ntly t ook up e mployme nt: 

Mr A.O. Aardse 
,. J.N. Eisenloeffe l 
.. R. Hofland 
.. J.J.B. Jongma 
.. A.A. van Pel 
.. R.A. van Waart 

PROMOTION 

4th Officer 
Appr. Engineer 

Mr H.N.P. Stapel to 5th Eng. on 3/8/70 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed e xaminations as indicated below: 

Mr W.Th. Breeder 2nd Officer Th.l 10/ 9/ 70 

" J.A. van Es I 2/ 9/ 70 

" J . Teyge ler 4th " 
Th. ll 14/ 7/ 70 

" J. Schat 2nd Engineer Th.C 4/ 9/ 70 

" J . Hendriks 3rd B 24/ 9/70 

" A.W. Noort B 24/9/70 

" Ch . van Spronsen B 8/9/70 

" J.W. Dieters 5th A 4/ 9/ 70 

" 
F.W. van Lienden A 2/ 9/ 70 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

On 5t h October, broadcasts were made by relatives 
in Holland to officers on board Straat Johore, Straat 
Le Maire and Straat Fremantle. The messages were 
recorded at Hi lversum on 30th September. 

IN MEMORIAM 

We announce with regret the deaths of t he following:

H. de Wit (retired Chief Engineer, KPM) on 29th August a t 
Assen , aged 77. 
J.A. Veldh uis (retired Chief Eng ineer, KPM ) on 4th September at 
Hilversum, aged 70. 
J.H.M. van de Vliet (retired Capta in, KPM ) on 6th September at 
Utrecht, aged 73. 
J .W. Tekenbroek (ex Chief Steward, KJCPL) on 15th September 
at Bathmen, aged 78. 
I.A. Pondaag (retired Employe, KPM) on 24th September at The 
Hague, aged 85. 
J .W.F.H. Diedrich (retired Captain, KPM) on 27th September a t 
Ede , aged 75. 
J .G.A. Ruesink (ex-Employe , KP M ) on 27th September at Amste l
veen, aged 46. 
N. de Wit (retired Chief Engineer, KPM) on 30th September at 
Amsterdam, aged 75. 

.... ._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.._._. _____________________________________ ............................ .........,....,..,..._._._......._._ ..... 
~ ~ 

l TEN YEARS AGO j 
~ From RIL Post, November ! 960 • 

! ~ 

~ _ "M.V. STRAAT BANKA 1 
\ I 
i AUSTRALIAN TRADE SHIP 1961 I 
~ ~ 
~ T he Australian T rade Mission / 96 1, for which-as ab·eady ~ 
I l I ~ reported-R.l.L. made m.v. STRAAT BANKA availab e ~ 

1 on her regular 1 Dl AS sailing from Australia in April 1 
•' 1961, came a step nearer to realization when recently the ~ 
~ official Prospectus was published. ~ 
\ I 
:• The very att1·actively designed Prospectus, which intmduces I 
~ the Trade Mission to the Australian Exporters, con.iains a ~ 
•, message by the Rt. H on. John Mc'Ewen, the Australian I 
:: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade which we ~ 
•' take pleasure in quoting hereunder: I 
•' i I I 
•' . . . The Roya l lnte rocean Lines a re making available ~ 
1 

the mv. STRAAT BANKA, to ca rry a thirty-e ight ~ 
man mission and an extensive d isplay of A ustra lian i 
products during the ship's normal scheduled run ~ 
to Singapore, Port Swettenham, Penang , Bombay, 1 
Cochin and Colombo .. . . " ~ 

I ~ ................. -.-.-.-.-.-----.-.............. _. _____ ,._ .... -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.---.----·-·--------------.-.-.-.-.-.-.. -.-..-.·--------..--·-----·-·-----------·. 
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PRI N TED BY YE OLDE P RIN T E R IE . L TO HONC K O NG 



Royal lnterocean Lines (Koninklijke Java-China-Palcetvaart Lijnen N.Y.) 
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