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From the Editor:-

A WIDE FIELD 

The scene of R I L operations is a wide one indeed. Even wider IS the 

extent to which R I L becomes involved. 

In March we reported the Maritime Exposition 1n Syd ney, wit h RIL's 

participation in the bi-centenary celebration. Now in the centre pages 

is a necessa ri ly cu rta iled history of t ha t e mi nent sa ilo r C aptain Cook. 

The Apri l issue showed a picture 

of the unusu al, fully-rigged Hong 

Kong pavilion at Expo '70. Quite 

a few RIL'ers have visited Osaka, 

and pages 130-2 g ive a g limpse 

of t he enormous exh ibition , with 

a bonus for philatelists on page 

133 0 

RIL ships sail to the vast continents such as Africa, where odd incidents 

can occur during the course of more norma l business (page 137) and 

have in the past visited the smallest of isla nds (page 128). Sometimes 

a 'p iggyback' lift is given (page 129). 

Two of the men who 'keep them sail ing ' appea r on pages 136 and 141 , 

and some of the old-t imers who helped in the operation are shown on 

page 140. 

'' Saturday 28th April, A .D . /770. At day
break we discovered a bay and anchored 
under the South ern Shore, about ttvo 
miles within the entrance in six fathoms 
of water. '' 

On 29th April a party was la nded in 
what was at first called Sting Ray Bay. 
More famous as Botany Bay, pages 
134/ 5 tell the story of the man who 
made the landing . 

Conte nts, wi th the exce pt ion of articles d e rived from other sources, may be 

re printed; ac knowl edgemen t of the source, however, would be a pprec ia ted. 



T HREE OF A KIND 

The right kind that is: the RIL kind . Three RI L vessels 
were seen in adjacent berths at Auckland on 20th April. 
Whilst it is not unusual to have two or three RIL ships 
in harbour together , it is not often that they a re berthed 
like this . 

Straat Luzon (Captain E.P. He ileman), sailing 1n the 
Africa-Australia/New Zealand Se rvice (AANZS), was 
discha rging African cargo at the start of her coastwise 
voyage. In the centre is Straat Cook (Captain D.J. 

PREFIX ' ROYAL' 
H.R.H. Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands , Patron of 

the Nederlandse Scheepvaa rt Unie , has announced that 

H.M . the Queen of the Netherlands has been pleased 

to g rant our sister company Nedl loyd N.V. the honour 

of using the prefix 'Kor.inklijke' (Royal) before and as 

part of the name of the Company. As from I st July , 

the name of the Compa01y will be 

KONINKLIJKE NEDL LOYD N.V. 

(Roya l Nedl loyd) 

Readers a re, of course, awa re that Royal Nedlloyd was 

formed from the combination of KRL, SMN and VNS 

and is based in Rotterdam. 

Smit) loading for the New Zealand- East Asia Service 
(NZEAS) as the last ship in the South/No rth routing 
programme and due to complete at Mount Maunganui. 
On the far side can be seen Straat Singapore (Captain 
W .C . Bouter) , also NZEAS but d ischa rg ing; she was the 
first vessel on the new double coastal schedule . (See 
a lso page 129 for a specia l ca rgo). 

We a re indebted to Mr M. Joughin, Shipping Manager 
of Messrs. Russell & Some rs, RIL 's Auckland agents, for 
this info rmation and pictu re . 

127 -

NOTEWORTHY AWARD 

We announce with pleasure that on the 
occasion of her birthday, H.M . Queen Eliza
beth II was pleased to appoint Mr W.M. de 
Haan an Officer of the Order of the British 
Empire (Honorary) . The award was made in 
recognition of the active part Mr de Haan 
played in he lping develop good relationships 
in the international shipping community in 
Hong Kong . 

On behalf of everyone in the Company, RIL 
Post sends its congratulations on this signal 
honour. 



Some of tl1e boats were elaborately carved 111it!J beautifully 
shaped stems. 

AMONG THE ISLANDS 

When a ship 
arrived at 
Seroei, 
almost the 
entire 
population 
swarmed out 
in their 
outriggers to 
surround her . 

With Captain H. Zeylstra (retired) 

Seroei used to be a regular port of call for KPM ships. 
It is a small village on the south side of Japen , an island 
in Geelvink Bay on the north side of New Guinea (now 
West Irian). 

On arrival at Seroei , especia lly when coming from Hol
landia (now Djaja Pura) , the ship was always surrounded 
with canoes fu ll of people. Many of the men from 
Seroei used to work in Hol landia to make money for 
their fam il ies, so there were always people coming and 
gotng. 

When not in use, the canoes were d rawn up on the 
beach, a nd some were careful ly stored in boathouses 
along the beach . They were often e laborately carved 
and were probably for some special use. 

T!Je beac/1 
' road' tvith 
1111merous 
praus dratvn 
up on the 
sand . 



AMPENAN AHOY! 

When the rainy season begins in Hong Kong and grey 
clouds swathe The Peak, whilst squally gusts sweep across 
the ha rbour to blot out al l vision, it is hardly the best 
of times to try to take photographs. 

So it was that ca refully-laid plans to make a p icture of 
two LACAS vessels together came to naught. Wonosobo, 
first of the vessels to visit Hong Kong after Rl L took over 
the management of the Latin-America and Caribbean 
Service, swung on buoy A.33 , but A.34 waited in vain 
for Ampenan, latest ship to join this service . 

When the eighteen-year old ship eventua lly arrived, RIL 
Post was happy to say a quick hello to the vessel wh ich 
was having something of a 'shake-down' cruise. At 
Singapore , Captain P. Vogtschmid, Chief O ffice r P. ter 
Hark and Chief Engineer J .A. Timmerma ns had all joined 
Ampenan and for the fi rst time were sailing in the 
LA CAS. 

The ha tches remained closed as everyone waited for a 
lull in the downpou r before discharg ing the paraffin wax 
from Ba likpapan . It was not a good day for pictures, 
so we must hope for better weather on the ship's return 
from the west coast of South America. See you aga in 
Ampenan! 

NO WORKADAY BOAT 

The la rge junk lying quietly in t he basin at Auckla nd is 
no workaday fi shing vessel but an a ir-conditioned well
fitted boat, destined to be used for cruisi ng in Tahiti; 
with the name of 'Midnight Mover', she sounds romantic 
enough! 

Her owner, a Frenchman , at fi rst intended to sa il the 
junk from Hong Kong (where she was built by Cheoy 
Lee) to Tahiti, but bad weathe r fo rced hi m into Manila 
and he eventually returned to Hong Kong . RIL offered 
to ca rry the junk to New Zealand , and so it was arranged. 

The large boat, booked at 40 tons, turned out to weigh 
52 tons when thG floa ting crane lifted her out of the 
water (we seem to have heard this story before!) but 
she was stowed neatly enoug h athwartships on top of 
Straat Singapore 's No. 3 hatch. Close by was a I 0-ton 
sai ling yacht, also from Hong Kong. 

W e do not know whether 'Midnight Mover' eventually 
sailed direct to Tahiti, or whether she was shipped first 
to Fij i. W hatever the move, we trust it was a good 
one. 
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EXPO '70 

Standing in the shadow of the huge Russian pavi lion 
at Expo '70 in Osaka is the gay little blue, silver and 
orange Dutch pavilion. The bril liant, shiny colours are 
set, app ropriately, at t he head of a system of artificial 
waterways. Surrounding it is a pub lic road flanked on 
both sides by water, creating the impression of a dam 
and , thus, of a typical Dutch landscape. 

The team of Dutch designers who produced this pavi lion 
set out to produce in one strong 'treatment' an image 
of Holland which would not require too much time from 
a public surfeited with sight-seeing . Inside the series 
of cube-like tiered sections are a theatre , a restaurant 
and offices. 

Highl ight of the pavilion is t he multiple sc reen presenta
tion in the upper structure, where fi lm proiection on 15 
screens and slide proiection on I 0 screens combine to 
proiect a modern audio-visual picture of Holland. The 
60,000 m. film aims to create a true picture of the 

country to-day, running through sequences of subiects 
from landscapes, towns, industry and waterworks to 
science, religion and communication . In a few mi nutes, 
the visitor receives a new image of Holland as it is 
to-day. 

Mr M. Sakurai (Manager, Osaka) tells us that there have 
been two special days at Expo '70 : the first was The 
National Day of the Netherlands on I st Apri l, and the 
second was The Day of Trade , Traffic and Tourism on 
16th April. Rl L's Manager for Japan, Mr E. M. van 
Rhoon , was present on both occasions and there were 
other fam il iar faces: Mr J.R. van Osselen (reti red 
Managing Director) attended on the National Day, and 
Mr K. Dirkzwage r (Onderdirecteu r, Amsterdam) was 
present on 16th April. In add it ion many J a panese 
Govern ment officia ls, executives from leading sh ipping 
companies, trading houses and ma nufacturers were invited 
to see this - as one of the designers expressed it
"charming little gift for a special occasion." 

130 -



Both eyes and 
ears receive the 
impact of the 
Netherlands 
scene as multiple 
screens and 
recordings are 
synchronised fo r 
maximum effect. 

A CREATIVE EXPRESSION 
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Cont em porary 
artist P e te r 
Struyck e n ha s 
transformed one 
of the resting 
areas with alumi
nium surfaces 
which reflect the 
images of the 
film screens. 



During the last calls of the STRAAT 
FRANKLIN at Osaka and Kobe du r
ing May, everyone was given an 
opportunity to visit Expo '70, and a 
g reat many of the crew and office rs 
went ashore to visit one of the almost 
250 pavilions. 

This, of course, was the Dutch pavi
lion in which , by means of several 
Dutch films, the visitor was informed 
about the little country below the 
sea leve l. 

Other interesting pavilions were those 
of the U.S.A. and the U.S .S.R. , in 
both of which space engineering was 
the most attractive feature . 

In the Indonesian restau rant they 
serve a good meal (Indonesia n style, 
natu rally) and let's not forget the 
Belgium restau rant where you can 
eat a real Dutch 'zak je patat' (a bag 
of potato chips). 

There is a lot well worth seeing, and 
I t hi nk that it would take more than 
a week to visit a ll the pavilions. 

Maybe because they had seen space
craft at the Expo, several days later 
the sh ip's engineroom staff were work
ing in the sky! Under the supervision 
of Second Engineer J. W ilde ring , 
they we re shifting a heavy turbo
blower of a lmost 4000 kg . It just 
looked like a spider's web (as you 
see in the picture), with the turbo 
caught in the middle, tackle running 
to all corne rs of the eng ineroom, 
and every man concentrating on 
careful control. 
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EXPO '70 

A PASSING IMPRESSION 

by 

Radio Officer Ad Tilroe 



STAMP COLLECTORS AHOY ! 
Many countries have issued special sets of stamps to commemorate Expo '70. They are all different, but each 
has the special Expo symbol. Here are some , received f rom that keen stamp-collector, Albert Chiu (Manager, 
Crew Dept. HK HO). 

Canada- ""'~':"" 25 ~Canada ·-- ·-25 

0 : ~ :::€ • ~ •. : ~'fr"'-* 
~~' ~i ~,U.~ . I 

••• * •••••••••••• ) •••• .:. • ••••••• ••·••·•••••• ..... 
Canada .. ~ ,.,.,,,_ 25 : Canada~--~~ 25 

y1fl ~ -
\ J 

w 
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The uneducated son of a farm 
labourer, J ames Cook rose to be a 
Captain in the English Royal Navy 
and a Fe llow of the Roya l Society 
- this in a time when such success 
usua lly depe ded on fam ily back
g roun d, influence a nd money. It is 
no wonder then that in 1970, the 
bi-centenary of his discovery of t he 
coast of New South Wales is be ing 
celebrated with enthusiasm, especia lly 
in Austra lia . Cook was a re nowned 
explore r a nd pe rh aps the g reatest 
professional navigator of any age. 

On his three expeditions between 
1771 and 1780, Cook d iscovered or 
accurately located virtua lly every 
ma ior island or island group in +he 
South Pacific. His ship was the fi rst 
to penetrate the Antarctic C ircle. 
He proved that diet a nd ca reful 
house keeping could e nd the threat 
of scurvy, which frequently killed 
as many as ha lf of a ny crew on 
an extended ocea n voyage. James 
Cook's ships (which never lacked fo r 
voluntee rs) were at sea over nine 
yea rs a nd lost not a sing le ma n 
to scurvy. He ea rned such a high 
inte rnational re putation that his last 
exped ition ( 1776-1 780) was granted 
safe conduct by both the American 

and French navies, though they we re 
at war with each other at the time. 

The man who won such fame was 
bo rn in a small Yorkshire village, 
a nd after very little schooling was 
app renticed to a g rocer at 17. He 
obtainea i1is release from this inden
ture after a year or so, and in 
I 746 entered t he service of a fi rm 
of Quaker ship owne rs at Whitby. 
Three years of se rvice on Whitby 
coll ie rs taught him t he sailor's trade 
so well that by t he age of 27 he was 
a n expe rienced shipmaster, inured to 
a rough life and the hazards of t he 
sea. It is interesting that later on, 
at the end of his first voyage of 
d iscovery, he wrote : "A ship of th is 
kind must not be of a great dra ug ht 
of water, yet of sufficient burden a nd 
capacity to ca rry a proper quantity 
of provisions. . . . She must also be 
of a construction that will bear to 
take the ground, and of a size wh ic h 
in case of necessity may be safe ly 
and conveniently laid on shore to 
repa ir any accidental damage o r 
defect. These properties a re not 
found in ships of wa r of forty gu ns , 
nor in fr igates, nor in la rge three
decked West India ships, nor indeed 
in a ny b ut North-country ships, such 
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CAPTAIN JA 

Navigator, Scienti; 

as are built for the coal trade, 
which a re pecul ia rly adapted for 
this purpose." Endeavour was in
deed a Whitby co llie r, built for g reat 
strength (in case of going aground), 
considerab le stowage space a nd 
shallow draught. 

In 173 5 Cook gave up a prom1s1ng 
ca reer in the mercha nt marine to 
en list in the Royal Navy as a com
mon seaman. His expe rience, talents 
a nd self-confidence won him ve ry 
rap id promotion through the ranks. 
He gave outsta ndi ng se rvi ce in the 
siege of Louisburg in I 758, plus 
t alented work as a surveyor a long 
the coasts of North America, a nd 
his many varied talents were recog
nized by the Adm ira lty when in 1768 
he was selected to organ ize and lead 
an expedition to watch and reco rd 
an ecl ipse of the sun by t he pla ne t 
Venus on Ju ne 3rd 1769 at Ta hit i. 
An even more important assignment 
was to find out if a vast, unexp lo red 
continent ex isted in the South Pac ifi c 
west of South America and , if so, 
to map and explore it. 

If t he Admira lty had resorted to a 
modern computer analysis of qualifi
cations, they cou ld not have selected 



~ES COOK 

, Humanitarian 

a man better fitted to organize and 
lead such an expedition. James Cook 
was a sailor, navigator, scientist, 
physician, admin istrator a nd carto
g raphe r. He was tough; ab le to 
lead men t hroug h intense hardships 
and endure privation himself. In an 
age of accepted cruelty ashore and 
afloat, he was a remarkable huma n
ita rian . Men volunteered to sail with 
him aga in a nd aga in. 

One of the greatest accolades that 
could be given this unusual man can 
be found in an order to his crews 
that, wherever they went, they were 
io. treat the natives "with a ll imagine
able human ity." One of his fe llow 
officers wrote of him: " He was be
loved by his people, who looked to 
him as a fathe r and obeyed his 
commands with alacrity. The con
fidence we placed in him was un
remitting; ou r admiration for his 
great tale nts unbounded ; ou r esteem 
for his good qualities affectionate 
and sincere ." 

In al l, t hree voyages of discovery 
were made under Cook's comma nd 
and each was an e pic of adventure 
and discovery. The first , made in 
the stubby-bowed, tough-timbered 

Endeavour, left Eng land 1n June, 
1768. The obse rvations made at 
Tahiti turned out to be spoiled, 
owing to unforeseen optica I d istor
tion, but the problem of the unk nown 
southernland - the T erra Austra!ia 
Incognita - was settled once and fo r 
all when on 29th April, 1770, Cook 
sailed into Botany Bay with , in add i
tion to the sai lors and a sma ll party 
of Ma ri nes, a scientifi c party from 
the Royal Society headed by a rich 
and enthusiastic amateu r naturalist, 
Joseph Banks. He explored the east
e rn coast of Australia for I ,000 
miles, almost coming to grief when 
Endeavour struck on the coral of the 
Great Barrier Reef. His circur:l
navigation and accurate mapping of 
the New Zealand coastlines and t he 
dangers of the retu rn voyage a re 
well-c hron icled . On the second voy
age Cook, now a commande r, proved 
once and for a ll the non-existence 
of a great continent in the South 
Pacific when he ventured as far south 
as 71 °, the first to cross the Antarctic 
C ircle. An appreciative Admira lty 
promoted him to a captaincy. 

The purpose of the third voyage, 
begun in 1776, was to find a North
west Passage to the Pacific around 
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the top of North America. During 
the course of this, Cook discovered 
Hawaii and explored the Northwest 
coast of Nort h America and Alaska , 
pass ing throug h the Bering Strait 
into t he Arctic, but was turned back 
by an impenetrable Arctic ice pack. 
His death at the hands of natives 
of Hawaii on 14th February, 1779. 
at the age of 50, brought to an 
untimely end the life of one of the 
g reatest explore r-adventurers of al l 
time. 

As one writer has said: " No previous 
navigator had contribu ted voyages 
of such length and remained at sea 
for such long periods, or broug ht 
back as much accu rate knowledge of 
such an immense extent of the ea rth. 
Cook's discove ries were responsible 
for the Eng lish speaking occupat ion 
of Australia a nd New Zea land, to
gether with the acquisition of islands 
which, later, li ke Hawaii, became of 
great strateg ic and commercial im
portance. Cook also made gifts to 
na utical medic ine, to navigation and 
ca rtography. Clea rly, the author of 
such achievements must have been a 
man of outstanding character and 
genius." 
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:·: CAPTAIN COOK'S JOURNAL :·: 
Ill Ill ;.; Diary of a great coastal navigator- see pages 134/5 :·: 

Ill Ill 
:·: 6th May 1770: :·: 

Ill " In the evening the yawl return'd . The great quantity of New Plants &ca . . . collected in this place Ill 
Iii occasioned my gtving it the name of Botany Bay." Iii 
:·: :·: 
Ill J 4th May 1774: Ill 
:·: " Who ever comes to this isle will do well to provide himself with Red feathers, the finest and smallest :·: 
Ill that are to be got, he must also have a good stock of Axes and Hatchets, Spike Nails , Files, Knives, Ill 

l
:j
1

:

1 

Looking Glasses, Beads &ca. Sheets and Shirts are much sought after, especially by the Ladies as many :·: 
of o~!r gentlemen found by experience." (Ta hiti) Ill 

:·: :·: 

ill 4th August 1774: Ill 
~·: :·: Ill " I ask' d for something to eat and they readily brou ght me a Y am and a few Cocoa nuts; in short I was 111 
:·: charmed with their behavour, the only thing which could give the least suspicion was the most of them ;.; 
Ill being Arm'd with Clubs, Darts, Stones and Bows and Arrows." Ill 
:-: :-: 
111 17th Jul y 1777: 111 

1
:·
1
,:

1 
" Fidgee lays three days sail from Tongatabu. It is not subject to Tongatabu on the Contrary they 

1
=

1
·:
1 fr equently make War on each other. These people stand in much fear of those of Fidgee , and no 

li'l wond~r sence the one is Humane and peacable Nation , whereas the other is said to be Canibals, Brave, 
1
:·li 

:·: Savage and Cruel." 
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CAPTAIN TERHORST CELEBRATES 

With shipping delays a common occurrence these days, 

it is no wonder that the celebration of Captain Th. 

Terho rst's 25th Anniversary of se rvi ce with the Company 

had to be deferred from 8th May unt il the 21st when 

Straat Hong Kong was at Durban. Even there , berthing 

delays of some 72 hours were being experienced. 

Captain and Mrs Terhorst witlz Mr van Midde/koop. 

A party of forty people - seagoing and shore staff, and 
Durban friends- gathered to celebrate this important 
milestone in the career of Captain Terhorst, who joined 
the KPM as a Cadet on board Nieuw Holland in 1945. 
During the ensuing years , he se rved on a wide va riety 
of vessels, ranging from coasters to passenger ships. 

RIL's General Manager for Africa, Mr J. van Middelkoop , 
recalled many of these ships when he was addressing the 
Captain on behalf of Managing Directors. C a ptain 
Terhorst was specia lly commended by the KPM Board 
of Directors for the energetic action and initiative shown 
by him on 23rd December, 1953 when the vessel in which 
he served as Acting Chief Officer was threatened by a 
fire on board a lighter alongside. Eleven days later he 

was promoted to Chief Officer. Perhaps this promotion 
had something to do with the action taken at the time! 

One of Captain Terhorst's most t reasu red postings was 
that in command of the passenger ship, Tji t jale ng ka from 
December, 1966 unt il 1968. When the old ship was 
delivered to breakers in May , he fe lt it as a personal 
loss. A notable occasion was in February this year, when 
Straat Auckland was t ransfe rred to the South African 
flag and became Safocean Auckland. 

(contimted) 
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An 11111/SIIa/ job for tile Fire Brigade. Photo : Tanzania Standard . 

SNAKE IN THE HAWSER 

Dar es Salaam Fire Brigade turned out on the morning 
of 15th April on one of the oddest jobs in thei r history 
-to kill a ten-foot python found curled up in a hawser 
in the forecastle of RIL's Tjita ru m as she berthed at No. 
3 Main Quay. How the stowaway boarded the vessel 
o r how long it had been there remains a myste ry. 

(co 11tinued from opposite) 

Speaker commended Ca ptain Terhorst as a very able 
'vl aste r, ded icated to the inte rests of the Company, and 
exercising authori ty in such a ma nner as to create a 
pleasant atmosphere for all on board. 

After the presentation of a bouquet to Mrs Terhorst by 
Mrs van Middelkoop, an engraved watch was presented 
to the Captain by Mr van Middelkoop. 

In his reply, Capta in Te rho rst thanked Manag ing Direc
tors for the memento and reca lled with pleasure t he 
vessels in which he had served for 25 years . He ended 
with a toast to the continued well-being of RI L and 
Safocean . 

The python was not discovered until the pilot had boarded 
the ship and was bringing her through the narrows at 
the ha rbou r entrance. As members of the crew moved 
up to the forecastle to uncoil one of the hawsers used 
to secure the ship alongside , Sai lor Haron Bin Moh 
Nor leapt back with a cry of alarm , for t here was a 
ve ry b ig snake , at least three inches in dia meter and 
apparently of considerable length. 

First attempts to dislodge a nd kill the monster by Second 
Officer H. de Baat Doe/man produced such a lightning 
reaction as it shot underneath a grating that caution was 
called for. A respectfu l ship 's company kept at a safe 
distance and the vessel was secured with other ropes. 
Fina lly, the Fire Brigade a rrived and killed t he python 
which was taken back to the station as an ' illegal im
migrant'. 

No-one knows how the sna ke got on board o r where it 
came from. Tjitarum was sailing in the China-East Africa 
Service (CHEAS) and her last port-of-call was Mogadiscio. 
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COMPANY ANNIVERSARIES 

The list of service anniversa ries to be celebrated by the 
Company this year is real ly growing. Now to be added 
are 

COMPANY 
Captain J . de Jong 
Captain Tj. van der Molen 

27th November 
28th December 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 
Miss M. Obana (Kobel to Mr Mitsuak i on 5th Ap ril. 

who both complete twenty-five years of service this yea r. Miss J. Kasa hara (Tokyo Ag. ) to Mr H. Yoshioka on 8th Apri l. 
Mr D.K. Shackleton (Durban ) to Miss L.R. W ilson on 16th May. 
4th Engineer N.C. van der Klis (leave) to Miss M.B. Jongkind 
on 19th May at Meerke rk. There a re two amendments to the dates previously 

printed : 3rd Officer J .M.W. Schm idt Cra ns (Tj inega ral to Miss M.P. Tadema 
on 20th May at Heemstede. 

19th August Chief Engineer J. Coers 
Chief Enginee r H. Weeve rs 2 I st November 

5th Engineer J.J . Meyer (leave) to Miss J .F. Burgmans on 26th 
May at Bergen op Zoom. 
5th Eng ineer W .P. Vijfwinkel (leave) to Miss A.M.C. Jonge nelen 
on 2nd June at Pijnacker. 

A FISHY STORY 
5th Eng ineer E.J. van Dapperen (leave ) to Miss M.Th.C. Meye rs 
on 5th June at Emmeloord. 

We hear that the Sydney Social Club orga nized a fishing 
compet ition on 3rd May. Keen members and the ir 
fr iends contested on the bea utiful Hawkesbury Rive r, just 
no rth of Sydney, and the eventual win ner was Mr Neil 
Greaves, husband of Mrs Susan Greaves of the Accounts 
Department. 

Mr .J .B.A. Jonckheer (leave ) to Miss J.E. de Haas on 1th Ju ly at 
Bussum. 

New Arrivals 
Mr J .E. Teffer (Sydney ): a son, Matthew Nicholas , on 5to March. 
Mrs S. Kwan (HK MH). a daughter, Kwan Fung Ping, on lith 
Ma rc h. 
Mrs Ne llie Ong Lee Neo (Singapore ): a son, Larry Ong Soon 
Huat, on 18th April. 

The weather was not good- cold, cloudy and windy 
but a good time was had by all, so Mr J . Hutch in, Sports 
Chairman, tells us . 

Mr J. Ta n Swee Ann (Singapore): a daug hte r, Ka t hlee n Tan Siok 
Lin , on 15th May. 
Mr F.J.A. Hens (Auckland, N.Z.): a daug hter, Frede rieke Isabe lle , 
on 19th May. 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

Mr S. Raghoonan Dan (Durban): a daughter, Sonitha , on 20th May. 
3rd Officer F.C. Le !iard ( leave) : a daughte r, Corrine Jane, on 
23 rd May. 

Radio Nederland b roadcast messages from relatives in 
Holland to office rs on boa rd Straat Chatham, Straat 
Flo rida and Straat Hongkong on 8th June . 

Mr Ting Ah Chiang (S ingapore): a son, Raymond Ting Hock Chye, 
on 23rd May. 
Mr David Lau Koon W ing (HK HO Fin) and Mrs Anna Lau Shu i 
Kuen (H K HO PZ): a son , Ra ymond Lau Wa i Mi ng, on 26th May. 
Mr Y. Morishita (Kobe): a daugh te r, Sach iko , on 28th May. 

THE 

CHANGING 

SCENE 

Almost any of 
the older ships 
in port will show 
such a scene as 
the one on the 
left, whe re a 
crane d river has 
provided himse lf 
with roug h shel
te r fro m t~e 
elements, as he 
crouches on a 
couple of boards. 

Contrast with it 
t he secure she lter 
of the cab of a 
hydrau lic cra ne 
on board a 
Straat F- vessel . 
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LOG BOOK 
CONCERNED 

Up on the fifth floo r of our Hong Kong Head Office 
a re many industrious people quietly working away at all 
the involved business which goes on in the Finance and 
Accounts sections. Not ve ry spectacula r perhaps, to an 
o uts ide r' s eye. Rather routine, you might say . ... 

Nevertheless, it was one man's inte rest and conce rn with 
shi pping b usiness which may just possibly have p revented 
an accident recently: 

A checker in Accounts II section was looking over an 
account presented by a local company supplying oxygen. 
There was nothing wrong with the figures, but his scrutiny 
of the details, combined with his knowledge of sh ipping 
ways, told him that someth ing was amiss: it was not usual 
fo r two cylinde rs of medical oxygen to be suppl ied to 
a freighter. 

Investigation revea led t hat t wo cylinde rs of compressed 
ai r had been o rde red for d iving apparatus, but that 
oxygen had been sent instead by the supplier. A hasty 
cable to Straat van Diemen warned the ship of t he 
wrong cylinders, and they were excha nged at Du rban . 
A possible accident averted because one shipping-clerk 
was conce rned. 

A WELCOME FOR STUDENTS 

Rad io O fficer F. Dekker was o ne of Straat Bal i's o ffi ce rs 
who welcomed a la rge group of students from the 
Transkei on board when the sh ip was at East London in 
May. 

The youngsters showed a keen interest in the ship, and 
the officers endeavoured to explain all the workings, 
including this demonstration of the function of a radio
t ransmitte r by Sparks. 

Photograph: Chief Cargo Cieri( N g Min Hang 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr F. Terwogt (Managing Director) returned to Hong 

Kong from Amsterda m on 6th June. 

Mr D. Kuiken (Marine Superintendent) flew from Hong 

Kong to Japan fo r a brief business trip a t the beginning 

of June. 

Mr J.H. van der Wal (HK HO Audit & Control) left 

Hong Kong on 31st May fo r a two-weeks ' b usiness trip 

to Durban . 

Mr T. Makiura (Yokohama Management) visi ted Hong 

Kong between 20th May and 6th June, returning on 

board STRAA T AGULHAS. 

OF SHOES AND SHIPS . .... 

Mu nttoren's shoe locker is typ ica l of the one found 1n 

each sh ip 's engineroom (and it can be qu ite a useful 

visua l check when looking fo r an engineer!). 

S li ppery steel gratings and catwa lks, not to mention 

treacherous oil , can be dangerous if rubber shoes or 
shoes with metal nai ls a re worn , so every engineer 

changes into the so-called "engineroom slippers" which 

are in reality hand-sewn leather 'slip-on ' shoes. This also 
prevents large black footmarks which a re particula rly 
obvious on woode n decks . 

A large number of these engine-room shoes a re hand
made in Hong Kong. Recently, some engineers have 

been seen wearing special shoes worn in Ja panese dock

yards, steel -ca pped to protect their toes . There are 
even a few conservatives a round the Fleet who wear 

their own wooden clogs. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

In the difficult days of September, 1941 , a farewell party was held in Hong Kong for Messrs. van Munster van 
Heuven and Bierens de Haan who were leaving to join the RAF in England. They both served with distinction 
as bomber pilots during the War. Mr van Munster van Heuven is at present a Director of Van Houten , Weesp , 
but Mr Bierens de Haan died some five years ago. 

A great many faces in this picture will be remembered by many old friends: (from left to right) Front Row: 
T.K. Chen, Joseph Lee, K. Schouten (Shell), Shum Kwan (Mina), R . van Rossum (Netherlands Harbour Works). 
Second Row: Leong Wong King, Dallinga, N g Chak Wa, Van Munster van Heuven, A.C. Offenberg, Bierens de 
H aan, Yew A Kow, A.A .J.B. Masseur. Third Row: Van der Sleesen, Van Leeuwen, N g Hui Sun, Crommelin, N g 
Sui Cheon g, E.D. van Walree, Lee Ron Fai , Sung Shou Tin, Loo Yuen Pok, Ch an Kam To, Seng Shui Huai. 
Back Row: Chung Kwol( Wai, Yuen Kwok Ching, Henry Wong, J. Gomes , Lam Yuk Ying, Henry Lee, 
Leung Kwol( Yui. 

FLEET 

The Gree k vessel Pleias ( 15 ,500 SDW) was time-chartered 
to give the June sailing in the China-West Africa Service. 

FACTS 

She was delivered at Korea on 22nd June and is likely 
to make one westbound trip only, but may possibly 
complete the round-trip. 
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FAREWELL MR PRONK 

It was a rea l family occasion when Manag ing Directors 
gave a fa rewell luncheon on 19th May for Chief Engineer 
J. Pronk , for as well as departmental heads and the 
Captain and Chief Engineer of Tjiwangi , his son- in-law, 
Mr J . Frieszo (HK HO fB) was also present. 

It is nearly 35 years since Mr Pronk first jo ined the KPM 
as a Fifth Engineer. When war broke out, he had to 
leave his wife a nd sma ll daughter Yvonne in occupied 
Java , and he sailed on ships mostly in the Australia area 
during t he war. There was a happy reunion afte rwards, 
and Mr Pronk was ab le to sail as a Fourth Engineer on 
m.v. Karossa , on her maiden voyage to Djaka rta . The 
followi ng years saw him on many 'Ka -' and 'Ba-' type 
vessels (where he became someth ing of a 'specia list' in 
thei r eng ine-rooms) until he joined RIL as a C hief 
Engineer in 1961. Since t hen it has been a mixed bag 
of 'Straats' a nd 'Tj is' , fin ishing with Straat Towa. 

Whe n Mr Terwogt had outlined t his long record, he 
thanked Mr Pronk on behalf of Manag ing Directors and 
the Boa rd fo r the many yea rs of se rvice, and wished hi m 
well in the future. 

In the course of his reply , Mr Pronk recalled the names 
of the t hirteen sh ips which left Tjilat jap for Australia in 
March, 1942, of which or.ly five survived. Happ ily, one 
of these was the old Van Spilbergen on which he himself 
sailed. He concluded by wishing the Company ma ny 
prospe rous years to come. 

PROMOTIONS 
O ur congr::ttui :Hions go to the fo llowi ng ship's officers who were promoted on 1 sr July 1970: 

(Some promotions are s11hject to the •·emits of examinations lllhic!J have 110t been receit•ed at the time of going to press. /1 f llrther list will 
be pt~blished, therefore, next 111011tlt. ) 

To Cl1ief Officer: 

R. Reitsma 

To 2nd Officer: 
D.P. Bleyerveld 
F. I-1 . Elkhuizen 
). A. va n E s 
L.J.B. Lagend ijk 
A. ) . Martijn 
) . F. van Santen 
R. Zwcnk 

T o 3rd 0 fficer: 

) .C. van Apeldoorn 
H . van de Beck 
R.W. A. Chevalier 
) . Dolk 
P .G. A. Gerretsen 
C .).G. van den Hurk 
R.P. Koerse 
C h. F.j. Lucas 
A.A. de Lijster 
R .. !. Meister 
i\!.F . Mulder 
IJ. Nagtegaa l 
1-1. A . Noorl and 

A.E . Okhui jzcn Mulder 
C . Oudendi jk 
) . Reitsma 
A. E. Rouffaer 
j. W . j. Soenveld 
) .C . Vermun t 
R.j .A . va n Went 

To Cl1iej Eng,'neer: 
I-1. N oon 

To 2nd Engineer: 
C.F. I-f.G .M . van den Goorbcrgh 
E. P .D.R. de Graa ff 
R.G. Koopm:~m 
) .) . A. lvlarttin 
I-I .A. Schreurs 
L. Smit 

To 3rd Engineer: 
) .H .M. van den Beemt 
H . Boele 
S. Bon crna 
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L. j . Botzen 
J.W. Derks 
) . H . van Doornik 
B. Geutskens 
1-l .A.C . H auer 
). I ernrib 
L.G.A.) . van Hulst 
) . de jongc 
P . Kroes 
A. B. Kupcrs 
1\. W. Noon 
H.j .E. Peeters 
K .P. H . Penedcr 
C . Rog 
F.A . Spoor 
I LS. j . Vcllinga 
R .j . Vermeulen 
H .O . Voorrna 

To 4th Engineer: 

H .W. I. van Amerongen 
J .). de Beer 
C. H .M . va n Bennekum 
C.J.M. Boerma 

A. Bosch 
P . Brommcrs 
W .) .M. va n Eij nclhoven 
1-1 .G . Franzen 
W . van dcr Graaff 
fl. j. Gu lma ns 
Tj ./1. T-liclclcs 
P. T-Tuigen 
K .j . jamma 

A.j . Keller 

N .R. K bus 

H. Kn ip 

L. F. Koppcja n 

D .G . van Lopik 

R. E . Meijer 

) . nn Mu;Jigen 

P.A. j .M . Pennings 

D. van cler Pol 

T h .) . r. R utgers 

R . L. Si nnema 

S. H .J. Vcllinga 

F .R . Wijkel 



PERSONNEL 
' I 

-----::.-

NEW PERSONNEL LEAVE 

A hearty welcome is extended to Mr G.C.H . Cooper 
(ES) who recently took up employment with R.I.L. in 
Head Office Hong Kong . 

The following personnel went on leave: 

PROMOTION 

To 5th Eng ineer: 
Mr A.R. Christoffel as from 14- 11 - 1969. 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr J. de Beer 2nd Officer I 

" 
B.A. Smalt Th.l 
J.Tj. Wouda Th.l 
W.A. van Erk 3rd Th .l 
E.E. K.ip 4th Th .ll 
O.J. Pannevis II 

" 
R.J .A. van Went II 

" B. Pleizier 4th Engineer Th.B 

" 
D.M. Coni jn 5th A 

.. H.R. Gleisberg A 

" 
J. van Mu lligen A 

TEMPORARY POSTING ASHORE 

OF SHIP'S PERSONNEL 

2nd Engineer H.J. Kers to HK HO TD. 

LEAVING (OR LEFT ) SERVICE 

Mr E. van Luyk 
R.J. Edelenbosch 
S. van der Heyden 
A.A. Baars 
J. Huisman 
J.F.G. Jacob; 
R.J. Smeets 

" F.J. Bikker 
" J. Bruin 
" K.K. Smant 
" I.R. van Stuwe 
" K. Zwaga 

Chief Officer 
2nd 
2nd Engineer 
3rd 

5th 

6-5-70 
2-6-70 
1-6-70 
8-5-70 
8-5-70 
1-6-70 

22-5-70 
26-5-70 
20-5-70 
22-5-70 
22-5-70 

Mr R. Edsen 
" F. van der Li nden 
" J .L. Nobels 
.. J .W. SwBVin g 
" W.R.M . van der Veld 
" H .L. Bra ndes 
" H. Soetekouw 
" E.G. van Te llingen 
" S.P. Vermeer 

L.Ch.J .L. van O ijen 
" S. Rende·ing 
" F.H . Santman 
.. P.J. Wesse lman 
" F. van Woerkom 
" A.A. de Lijster 
" M.J. Thuring 
" D.W.J .B. van Hattem 

J.H. Saat 
" Th .C. Smakman 
" J.H.M. van den Beemt 
" J .W. De rks 

B. Geutskens 
H .A.C. Hauer 

.. C .P. Herrebout 
" A.B . Kupers 

C.D. Roelse 
H.S.J. Ve llinga 
R. van Lel ieveld 

Those who returned are: 

Mr B.G. Coops 
" K.P.C.A. Gramberg 
" G.J. van der He iden 
" F.E. de Nieuwe 
" J. de Beer 

W. Boot 
P~.M. van den Enda 
P.E.D. Beretta 

" W.A. van Erk 
M.H. de G raaff 

" J .M.W. Schmidt Crans 
.. J.N.M. Smit 
.. K.G. Frentzen 
" A.O. Vuurens 
" A.J . Koomans 
" N.M. Meinsma 
" J. van Doorne 
.. C.M . Bakker 
" J. Bergs ma 
" G. Gerritse n 
" E.J . Koster 

M.J. van de r Noordt 
B. Pleizier 
R. Gast 
J . va n Mu ll igen 
J.A. Nieuwe nhuis 
D.J .C. Scho ltsz 
F. R. Wijkel 
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Ch ief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Engineer 

3rd 
4th 

5th 

Ch ief O fficer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Eng ineer 

3rd 
4th 

5th 

posted to 

St raat Fu tami 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Cumberland 
Straat Agu I has 
Safocea n Adela ide 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Ba nka 
Straat Futami 
Straat Fra ser 
Straat Moza mbique 
Straat Algoa 
Straat Freetown 
Straat Madu ra 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Fraser 
Straat Freetown 
Straat Bali 
Stra at Tor res 
Straat Singapore 
Tj iwangi 
Straat Luanda 
Straat van Die men 
Straat Tow a 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Mad ura 
Tjiluwah 
Straat Tow a 



TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 

CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain W. lneke, Master of Tjiwangi, went on home leave. 

Captain E.P. Heileman was posted to Tjiwangi fo llowin g home leave. 

Captain H. Koch, Master of Straat Towa , went on home leave. 

Captain F.W. Kapti jn was posted to Straat Towa following home 
leave. 

Captain H.J. Brons, Master of Straat Luanda, went on home leave. 

Captain W.F. Klute, Master of Tjiliwong, was transferred to Straat 
Luanda. 

Chief Officer J.W.F. van Hummel was posted to Tji liwong as Acting 
Captain fo llowing home leave. 

Captain H . Boeree, Master of St raat Algoa , went on home leave. 

Captain G. van der Spoel was posted to Straat A lgoa following 
intermediate leave. 

Captain J . de Jong , Master of Safocean Adelaide, went on home 
leave. 

Captain G.J. Nee, was posted to Safocean Adelaide following 
home leave. 

Acting Captain M. Peddemors, Master of Straat Lombok, went on 
home leave. 

Captain D. va n Hekken was posted to Straat Lombok followin g 
home leave. 

Captain S. Westerweel , Maste r of Tjipondok, went on home leave. 

Captain E. van de Watering was posted to Tjipondok following 
home leave. 

Captain W.C. Bouter, Master of Straat Singapore, went on home 
leave. 

Captain M.M. A damse was tem porarily posted to Straat Singapore 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer G. Zweegman was posted to Straat A lgoa following 
intermediate leave. 

Chief Engineer H .R . Meyjes of Straat A lgoa was tra nsferred to 
Safocean Albany. 

Chief Engineer M.G. de Wever of Safocean A lba ny went on home 
leave. 
C hief Engineer J . Yerdonk was posted to Straat Luzon fo llowing 
home leave. 

Chief Engineer Th.J. Bronsvoort of Straat Luzon was transferred to 
Straat Banka. 

Chief Engineer J.J. Ka lkhoven of Straat Banka went on intermediate 
leave. 

IN MEMORIAM 

We announce with regret the deaths of the following:-

G .E.L. Moll (retired Employe, KPM) on 19th Ma y at Amste rdam, 
aged 79. 

J .A. de Bakker (retired Ad junct-Chef, KJCPL ) on 20th May at 
Denia, Spain, aged 61. 

J .M. Beuke n ( retired Emp loye , S.M. P. -Coal-mine ' Parapattan ') 
on 22nd May at Ylaardingen, aged 74. 

M.J.E. van de r Roes+ (retired Employe , KPM ) on 23rd Ma y at 
Rijswijk, aged 73. 

B.J.Th. Peters (retired Chief Engineer, KPM ) on 25th May at Lage 
Yuursche, aged 83_ 

J.B_ Yuurmans (retired Chief Engineer, KPM ) on 4th June at Ze ist, 
aged 72. 

rwm.--.--wm.------~-~~=-:~~::·--m~~~-~~~~1, 

~ I 
,• From R/L Post July, 1960 I 

~ I 

•' SEA - HORSES 

t,

11

:::' R .!.L.'.< Office of the Manager for H ong K ong and 
China w ho also act as agents fo r Messrs KPM , 
recently arranged a spectacular transhipment of 50 
horses from CN C's m.v. CH UNG K IN G to m .v. 

•: WA IBA L ONG operated in K PM's H ong K ong-
~ Bangko k v.v. service. For this purpose vessels were 

I
~ moored opposite each other alongside the same wharf 
~ of the H ong K ong and Kowloon W harf & Godown 

Co. , Ltd. 
•' 

The horses, most of them half w ild , came from 
Australia and were none the worse despite the 3 
weeks voyage. A further five days trip on board the 
WAIBAL ONG , which is a cattle ship and therefore 
provides excellent accommodation for life cargo, w ill 
bring the horses to Bangkok, where they will be 
delivered to the Thai Army_ 

-..-.-.----·------------.---------------------.-.-..-.-.... -.w--.-.-.-.---.-.-...-.-.-.-.-..-.~-...----------------..... -. ..... -.-------------.---------.. -------.-..-.-.· 
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Royal lnterocean Lines (Koninklijke Java-China-Paketvaart Lijnen N.Y.) 
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