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From the Editor 

APPROBATION 

RIL has staff of many different nationa lities , who 
each ce leb rate the ir own festivals in different 
fashions. The festival of 'Eid' (right) was a big 
occas1on on Van Riebeeck- page 166. 

APPRECIATION 

Just over a year -ago we appea led to reade rs 
for old photographs and memories of the four 
passenger ships which have bee n sold t his yea r. 
Thei r generous response has enabled us to write 
histo ries of all the vessels , concluding with that 
of Ruys on the centre pages this month . We 
would like to thank everyone who contributed , 
including a Mr L.A.G . Howse in Durban who -----
sent a special tribute to the BRT's, in which many 
South Africans travelled , "as an appreciation of 
memorable times afloat." 

APLOMB 

Something new fo r RIL Post are RIL 'pe rforme rs ', 
though a circus is no new thing aboa rd . Chief 
Officer F.G . va n Amersfoorth (right) leads the 
way on Tjitamm- see page 172 for more. 
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~ 51 ' AND ~ SA' 

The 'Sa ' ships have a very shallow dra ug/11 
to enable them to negotiate tl1e Bm·ito river 
(Bandjermasin ). 

From Mr E. Fernand (Melbourne) comes this photog raph 
(below) of the Sigli's final call at Melbourne. The little 
vessel. berthed at No. 15 Victoria Dock , is flanked by 
Tjiwangi and Straat Colombo at Nos. 14 and 16 docks 
respectively. During the past year, we have reported 

the sale of four of these 'Si' sh ips: Siberoet, Sinabang, 
Sibiga and Sigli. They, plus Siaoe a nd Silindoeng , were 
built by the KPM in 1949/50 and they were the last of 
several series of ships with names commencing 'Si ', the 
first of which was Siak in 1891. Each successive series 
increased in size, and these last six ships were app roxi
mately 2200-2300 GRT. 

The six vessels were each built to carry 12 cabin
passengers , and the three with two 'i's' in their names 
(Sibigo, Sigli and Silindoeng), which have wooden decks , 
could car ry deck passengers as well. A useful little 
'aide-memoire' for Passage staff! The othe r three had 
steel decks and all could ca rry 130 cattle. They were 
the first KPM vessels to be equipped with steel McGregor 
Hatches. 

'• 
... .., . 

The 'Si' -freighters were named after small towns , islands 
or part of places in Indonesia. 

'Sa '-freighters (about 1800 GRT) , built in 1949 , were 
especially designed for the carriage of long timber. 
Sabang was named after a port on the north coast of 
Sumatra , Sambas after a port on the west coast of 
Borneo, and Sanana after a port in the Moluccas, in one 
of the Soela Islands. 

The seven ships which have been sold are still sailing, 
and readers should keep a weather eye open for the 
following names: 

Kota Singa ex Siberoet 
Kota Machan ex Sibiga 
Kota Eagle ex Sigli 
Kota Nag a ex Sinabang 
Kota Bintang ex Sanana 
Eastern Luck ex Sabang 
Eastern Unity ex Sambas 

McGregor hatch on Sinabang. 
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THE BIGGEST TRAWLER 
I N THE WORLD 

~~· ·. 

The big tra wler is 1101 dliJarfed by Straat Chatham . 

One of the world's oldest and most basic industries, fishing, today is not so much associated with rugged individualism 
as with close-knit- and maybe still rugged- teams of men, working from fast, well-equipped boats at considemble 
distances from home. 

This was brought home to Cargo Clerk Mok Hon-kwong early this year when Straat Chatham was banking with a 
trawler at Cape Town for a shipment of 350 tons of f1·o zen fish destined fo r Australia. Here is Mr Mok' s own 
description:-

" Hearing a stevedore say that the Shoyo Maru is sup
posed to be the biggest trawler in the world (Captain 
W.C. Souter agrees that it is the biggest we ever banked 
with), I paid her an unoffic ial visit. The trawler was 
alongside our portside, and I made a five-foot leap to 
get on board. Contra ry to what I had expected, it did 
not smell as fishing boats usually do , and all the fishing 
nets and other gear were clean and tidy. As the hands 
were busy working at the time , I found it somewhat 
d ifficul t to get the following particulars through both 
my broken Japanese and their own hard-to-understand 
English:-

The Shoyo Maru (4,000 tons, 350 feet long), a self
supporting trawler, was just back from a nine week 
endeavour, and well satisfied with her haul of over 3,000 
tons of fish. Twin-screwed , she can make a speed of 
well over 15 knots. Beside 80% of all her underdeck 
space of freezing chambers , her two main engines main-

tain a powerful plant which turns every tiny bit of waste 
from cleaned fish into rich fishmeal, used mainly as 
ferti lizer. There are filleting mach ines that can clean 
and skin fish at the same time, ful ly automatically. The 
crew said that the work done by these engines would 
take a hundred men to do by hand. There is absolutely 
nothing wasted from whatever fish are caught. 

The fish, filleted and sorted , a re packed in cartons and 
cases of up to 60 lbs each, and t hese are stowed in 
the freezers awa iting consignment to places all over the 
world by their local Company agent, T aiyo Gyogyo K.K. 
(gyogyo means fishery) . As a means of protecting the 
local fishermen, the Shoyo Maru's catch of mainly kingklip, 
hake and cod, is not allowed to interfere with local 
markets. Australia is one of their biggest buye rs. Cape 
Town is their usual base port for transhipment of catches, 
supply of stores , and minor maintenance. 
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SHIPS OF YESTERYEAR 

The ship shown in our July puzzle-picture was the steam
ship Tjikini, built in 1907 and sold for breaking in Japan 
in 1931 . Captain J.C.G. de Graaff, who receives our 
award this month, writes that it was his own first com
mand, in April 1927 at Balikpapan. He adds:-

"The sails on board s.s. Tjikini were not only a part 
of the equipment; we used them sailing south from 
Dairen to Amoy with a fresh north-east monsoon. 
The Tjikini was a very slow ship, about 9 knots, and 

• 
under sails too the rolling of the ship became less 
and thus her speed increased a little . Wonderfu l 
good old days!" 

Mr J .M. Sijtsema comments that although the details of 
the ship are clear, the waves are an artist's impression. 
He is quite right: the oil painting hangs in the corridor on 
the Third Floor of 'Het Scheepvaarthuis' in Amsterdam. 

This month's clue:--ln her time, she was much larger tha n 
her predecessors. 

FLEET FACTS 
Straat Amsterdam left Holland in mid-August for her 
maiden trip to Buenos Aires, from whence she will make 
one eastbound voyage in the Far East-Africa -South 
America Service (ASAS). 

It is intended to place the Straat Le Maire in the Far 
East-South Africa Service (SAFS) in place of Straat Cook, 
as previously announced. 

THE LARGEST TRAWLER IN THE WORLD (continued) 

Shoyo Maru has a large number of crewmembers for a 
trawler, I 06 men altogether, including a qualified doctor , 
who are all special ly trained in Japan for the work of 
catching fish before they are posted . These men cer
tainly do as well as seamen as fishermen . They said that 
during the peak catching hours, all hands- from the 
Captain downwards- are supposed to work at a rate 
only produced for rea l emergencies on other commercial 
vessels. " No one is to be ly ing idle, or tend to do so", 
said one man. In this way, they believe that close team 
work and cooperation are the main causes of the quick 
success they have on every trip they make. Each man 
signs on for a 18 month contract , and then has a month's 
leave , flying each way. They said that although the life 
is a harder one than ours , they find it an exciting, 
interesti ng , and always fruitful one." 

165 

Fishing-gear ts clean and tidy . 



Tl1e No. 3 greaser lead the ceremo 12 y on deck . 

RELIGIOUS FESTIVAL 

Chief Engineer J .B. Nolthenius of SIAOE was serving on 
boa rd VAN RI EBEECK on 9th March, a big festival day 
for the Pakistani crew. Here is his account:-

" On that date the Pakistani crew celebrated "Eid", that 
is in commemoration of the intended sacrifice of Isaac to 
God by Abraham and the resulting union between 
Abraham and God, if I am not mistaken. 

• b-. - j 

'Anyway on the aforementioned day the crew, dressed in 
white and wearing skull caps, gathered on the aftdeck for 
a religious cet·emony. The wooden deck was covered with 
white sheets for the occasion. The No. 3 gt·easer lead the 
ceremony in which some of the passengers participated. 
After the ceremony, ail participants embraced and con
gratulated each other. 

T hereafte1· a feast was held, to which also the Master and 
officers were invited." 

Mr Nolthenius took these photographs as the ship sailed 
southwa rds towards Mombasa from Mukalla. 
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Photo: 2 j 0 J.K.L . Koster (Straat Fremantle) 

'' STAR AND KEY TO THE 

INDIAN OCEAN " 

Out of a hazy morning mist, the jagged black 
ridges of volcanic Mauritius emerge from a 
glassy Indian Ocean. This gracefully pinnacled 
island, t hough not first discovered by the Dutch 
(the Portuguese got there some ninety years 
previously) was named by them in 1598 after 
thei r ruler, Prince Maurice de Nassau. 

The colourful, but chequered history of Mauritius 
is bound up with 17th Century corsairs and spice 
traders. To-day, the island is a curious mixture 
of cultures, derived from Portuguese, Dutch, 
French and English rulers, as well as Indian, 
African and Chinese influences. 

Sugar is dominant, occupying 45.5 7'o of the total 
area of the island, and the lush green cane is 
interspersed wi th oddly bleak volcanic out-crops. 

Tea is still an experimental crop and must com
pete with sugar for growing space. 

RIL ships have been dropping anchor at Port 
Louis for many years, and for those seagoing 
staff who ha ve time to go ashore, there are many 
pleasant expeditions; though the fabulous dodo 
has been extinct for many a long year, there are 
the famous giant water li lies to see at Pample
mousses. Nature has surrounded Mauritius with 
a cordon of coral reef, creating numerous lovely 
lagoons which are ideal for sailing, fishing, 
skiing and swimming. From the sparkling white 
beaches, the big ocean rollers can be seen 
breaking in clouds of spray on the distant reef. 
It is not difficult to believe the claim on the 
coat-of-arms; "Stella Clavisque Maria lndici"' 
(Star and Key to the Indian Ocean). 
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"WE DID 

FEEL GLORIOUS" 

" ... you just don 't fling yourself 
gaily out of tlte aircraft screaming 
' GERONIMO'." 

We imagine that RIL 's Sydney Office must have been 
the poorer recently when lively Mrs Wendy Tarrant 
departed for Saigon. Before she left, this small- but 
obviously tough -lady wrote her own account of the 
'sport' of sky-diving . In the absence of Mrs Tarrant 
herself descending, Eric Spring has drawn us a suitable 
picture:-

After watch ing "Ripcord" on T.V. I decided to take up 
the sport of sky-d ivi ng. "Ripcord" is a se ri es con
centrated on two sky-divers, leaping wit h gay abandon 
out of ae roplunes and del ivering people from ho rrifyin g 
deaths. 

My girlfriend felt that she also needed the exe rcise, so 
two weeks later we arrived at the trai ning school wit h 

an enormous amount of confidence and a complete lack 
of knowledge of the sport to back it up. 

Later that day, bruised, battered and exhausted we were 
on the ve rge of saying "you win", but sheer stupidity 
and stubbornness kept us at it. We had been practising 
" landing rol ls" (a necessity if a student wishes to avoid 
b roken bones). The instructor made us run frantically 
along the g round- jump - and fall into a roll . We 
co ul d take th is on grass and sand, but the spirit begins 
to break when mud, g rave l and cement are brought into 
use. Our minds boggled at his inventiveness. 

To our disappointment we were told that you just 
don't fli ng yoursel f gaily out of the aircraft screaming 
"G e ron imo!". We we re taught how to exit the ai rcraft 
1n t he approved manner to ensu re stability in freefall. 
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Stability is a matter of being able to fall horizontally, 
face to earth, arms and legs outstretched, back arched, 
and to hold this position, which will ensure that your 
parachute will open cleanly without the acute embarrass
ment of having a leg or an arm caught in the lines 
(apart from the humiliation of it all, it could also prove 
dangerous), 

The manner in which we were taught the aircraft exit 
caused us a little apprehension. We were told to climb 
to the roof of the hangar with nothing but a harness and 
a length of rope attached to us- the rope suspended 
on pulleys and tied at the other end around the waist of 
a very fragile and sickly gentleman. (To us he appeared 
fragi le and sickly). I reached the top, the instructor 
screamed " Go!" and because I had been brainwashed I 
jumped. The gentleman tightened the rope and stopped 
me 5 feet from the ground- a shaking stammering mass 
(me- not him). 

Another section of the training programme taught us 
how to land in water, trees and power lines. The instruc
tor obviously wasn 't a "Ripcord " fan because things like 
that just didn't happen- ever. 

The day of our first jump came. We couldn't understand 
why the aircraft didn't lose a vital part and break down. 
We'd been praying hard enough! 

We did feel rather g lorious and professional though in 
our crash helmets , boots and rigs. We walked out to the 
ai rcraft looking at everyone with superior glances, for 
weren't we now death-defying sky-divers?! The instruc
tor told us to sit down and wait for the pilot, so we 
very nonchalantly lowered ourselves to the ground. Five 
minutes later we tried to get to our feet and completely 
lost our poise- we couldn't get up- due to the fact 
that we had 45 lbs. of gear on our persons and our puny 
strength just could not rise (?) to the occasion. 

Instructors have the patience of Job. He dragged us 
to our feet, bundled us into the plane and away we went. 
Above the drop zone the instructor threw a streamer to 
check the wind direction, circled once more and turned 
to the pilot- "Power off, brake on". My girlfriend 
was di rected out first; the instructor tapped her on the 
shoulder- "Go" . I looked out and couldn 't see her. 
(Maybe her parachute didn't open?). My turn next. I 
climbed out of the plane, one foot on the step, one on 
the wheel and both hands clutching the strut, thi nk ing 
to myself "What on earth am I doing in such a ridicu lous 
situation?" . A tap on the shoulder, "Go " , and again
due to extreme brainwashing - I went. 

I thought to myself ''I'm stable" , but the next minute in 
front of my eyes were arms and legs flying in all direc
tions, but apparently this was just the open1ng shock of 
the canopy. 

After lifting the crash helmet from around my ears I 
could see. The sensation was of complete euphoria -
quiet, peaceful and still. Miles of beautiful countryside. 

I reached up for the steering toggles and turned the 
canopy to face a large white cross on the ground which 
we were to aim for and land in a sawdust pit close by. 
Of cou rse they were jesting? 

Very, very slowly I descended. Are those clumps of 
grass or trees- maybe grass- but then again it could 
be trees. CRASH! It was the grass. I slowly moved 
a finger- it worked- then a toe- a lso in action
bravely moved all parts and they all worked. Dragged 

myself to a standing position. Nothing broken!!!! 

That was the first jump but definitely not the last. 

As students progress, advancement comes - first to free
fall and basic manoeuvres such as backloops , right and 
left turns, deltas (falling at maximum speed) and tracking , 
which is the ability to move at speed in the air covering 
la nd distance. 

The ultimate is of course re lative work , wherein two or 
more sky-divers exit the aircraft in quick succession of 
each other and link up in the a ir, forming stars, passing 
batons and many other manoeuvres involving split second 
timing and accuracy. 

If you like the unique you must certainly try sky-diving 
as there is nothing to compare with the sensation of 
freefall- especially if you don 't have a parachute on 

your back! 

Farewell party (from l. to r): Messrs Miscamble, Abadee, 
Barneveld, Miss Campbell, Mrs Silavs, Mr Brennan, Mrs 
Tarrant, Messn Hinwood Higgins, Elsom and Guthrey . 

Photo: Bruce Polain. 
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RUYS at sea . 

It was a proud day for Captain K.U. Noordenbos when , 
on 7th April , 1938, RUYS left Rotterdam under his 
command for her first voyage to Durban , via the Cape. 
With her sister-ships , BOISSEVAIN and TEGELBERG , she 
had caused quite a stir in the marine world as " the 
world 's first motor I i ners to have tri pie screws," and the 
trio earned a special supplement from 'The Shipbuilder 
& Marine Engine-Builder,' who commented:-

" The skilful handling of the many problems involved 
by the difficult and exacting nature of the Orient-Java
Africa service demands high praise, and Dr. W.J. 
Muller and Mr A.M. Cornelissen are to be warmly 
congratulated on the successful issue of their labours." 

RUYS was built at Vlissingen by 'De Schelde' and 
decorated entirely by Dutch artists under the direction 
of Mr C.A. Lion Cachet , KPM's adviser. The very fine 
panel of old tiles from a Zeeland farm which hangs on 
one wall of the bar , was presented to the ship by the 
RUYS family. 

The maiden voyage was made to Batavia, with accom
modation in those days for 85 first-c lass passengers , 88 
second-class, and around 500 deck passengers. The three 
Schelde-Su lzer diesel engines, each of 3 ,600 h.p. , had 
an unusual feature: to elimina te vibration , or at lea st 
to keep it to the very minimum , the three units were 
arranged to operate at different speeds, the centre one 
at I 12 r.p.m. and port and starboard at I 08 and I 16 
r.p.m. respective ly. One hopes that that voyage pro-

Buildi11g at V lissingen. 

vided the passengers with -as current advertising put 
it- "recollections of the most agreeable kind." 

All too quickly, the first peaceful voyages were inter
rupted by World War II and RUYS sailed as a troopship 
until 1946. She was well-known in Mediterranean waters , 
and in November, 1943 was invo lved in a rescue which 
was in the best traditions of the sea: 

The ship was sai ling in a convoy of 23 ships , among 
which was the Dutch vessel 'Marnix Van St . Aldegonde', 
carrying 2,924 troops and passengers, including ISO 
women. When the convoy was attacked from the air , 
an aerial torpedo hit the Mamix, causing such serious 
damage that she capsized twenty-four hours later. The 
engine-room and hold 5 were flooded immediately after 
the hit, and the Captain gave the order to Abandon 
Ship. This was carried out in perfect order, the women 
leaving first. 

Meanwhile , the RUYS and some of the destroyers, which 
detached themselves from the convoy, were approaching. 
Captain Verstelle of the RUYS , seeing that more boats 
were needed to take off troops and crew, then came to 
a courageous decision: surrounded by danger, and having 
2,800 persons on board himself, he decided to lower all 
his life-boats and to man them with vo lunteers . The 
weather was deteriorating , so that disembarka tion 
from the Mamix and embarkation on the RUYS were 
fraught with serious risks. Some of the lifeboats from 
RUYS were damaged , some capsized , but happi ly with 
out loss of life. 

Detail of tile Zeela11d tiles. 
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Through Captain Verste lle 's splendid efforts, no less than 
I ,07 6 persons were transferred from the M arnix to the 
RUYS. When orders were received to sail immediately 
because of the close proximity of submarines, RUYS had 
to leave all her lifeboats behind. 

It was early in 1947 before the ship went into Taikoo 
Dockyard at Hong Kong for reconversion , and she left 
on 3rd March as a passenger ship aga in. That rea lly 
was a voyage full of problems: the only inst ruction given 
was that everything was to be as it had been before 
the war. A :-all order in a time of shortages! As soon 
as the ship sailed , the Catering Staff got together and 
tried to reme mber what they used to give passengers 
for meals: afte r serving standard meals to 5,500 men 
daily since 1942, they had forgotten a little. Some 
senior executives of the company were on board, and 
la rge dinner and cocktail parties had been planned for 
the various ports en route. All problems were eventually 
overcome, and RUYS sailed t riu mphantly into the River 
Plate on 23rd May. 

An old log-book of the RUYS has a simple hand-written 
endorsement in the year 1947: " JCJ:>L since 2/7-2400", 
but it was not until August, 1948 that she sailed from 
Hong Kong-the first of the RIL fleet to do so-with 
a black hull and the well-known 'diamond ' insignia on her 
funnel, the colours she was to carry henceforth on many 
smooth voyages between Japan and South America . 

Great was the dismay on I 7th June, 1958 when it was 
heard from Buenos Aires that a fire had broken out in 

Greeting for Dr. Quadros at Santas. 

Fi1·st arrival in tile River Plate after til e war. 

hold No. 2. It was a ser1ous outbreak, and on ly the 
courage and determination of officers and crew, under 
Captain H. Prins , prevented it from being worse. Nea r 
No . 3 hatch is a plaque which reads (in Eng lish and 
Chinese): 

" This plaque was presented by the Company to m.s. 
RUYS to commemorate the brave and successful efforts 
of the Captain, officers and crew in figh:ing and 
bringing under control a very serious fire which broke 
out on board on June 17th, 1958 at Buenos Aires." 

The personal thanks of Managing Directors , and special 
awards from the Company were received on board at 
that time. Amongst others who received special mention 
for a fine example and leadership was No. I Carpenter 
Tam Tin who is still on board to-day, having spent almost 
all of his nineteen years of service with RIL on board 
RUYS . 

There have been special activities on board, such as in 
1960, when RUYS carried an exhibition of Rhodesian 
and (then) Nyasaland tobacco to the Far East, a nd occa
sionally there has been a specia l passenger, such as in 
1962, when the ship docked in Santos, to receive a 
tumultuous welcome for Dr. Janio Quadros, one-ti me 
President of Brazil. By and large , however, it has been 
a thirty years' record of comfortable sai ling which has 
given much pleasure to thousands of passengers. 

RUYS has been sold for breaking and will be delivered 
at Kaohsiung in September. 

Tobacco Exhibition. 
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THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO ~ 

November, 1933 

•' 

I 

TJISALAK AT TAKU·BAR 

In July we printed some details of the old Tjisalak, 

and from old-timer J.M. Sijtsema in Dordrecht comes 

the following dramatic- if gruesome- story of an 

episode in November 1933:-

"We were anchored in the Taku-Bar roads, and 

were discharging into big lighters belonging to a 

local company. One of these lighters lying forward 
alongside Tjisalak's port bow, was working under 

her own steam from a vertical boiler. The runner 

of our derrick was connected to the runner of the 

lighter 's derrick , enabling us to work with "reep 1 
~ kawin." 

Before discharging could start, we had to wait until 

there was enough steam pressure from the lighter's 

boiler, so the donkeyman concerned was doing his 

utmost: when the pressure did not build up quickly 

enough for his liking, he hit the manometer with a 

piece of bamboo, apparently having the idea that 

the indicator was stuck . 

Jan Ezendam (Fourth Officer) and I were leaning 

against the rail, waiting for the pressure to be high 

enough, when-suddenly-we saw steam emerging 

from the bottom of the boiler. Simultaneously we 

The result of the explosion was terrible. The lighter's 
crew were all either dead, missing or badly wounded . 
Tjisalak herself suffered no damage, though she was 
covered midships with grey debris, the remains of 
the covering of the boiler. 

The etat-major on that voyage was :-

Captain de Graaff 

Chief Officer Hen 

Second officer van 't Hoff 

Third Sijtsema 

Fourth Ezendam 

Radio Drinkenburg 

Chief Engineer Oostermeyer 

Second Engineer de Zeeuw 

Third van der Burg ~ 

Fourth ? 

Fifth Koek 

Doctor Ra jkay Fribeisz 

leapt to safety but, although we felt a shock-wave ~ 

of hot air strike us, we heard nothing but a heavy 

hissing . . . 

Looking up , we saw the boiler falling into the sea 

at some distance from the starb:::>ard side of our 

ship. It was then that we had time to be frightened 

• -and how! The ship's doctor had to give each 1 of "' ' bcoody (oo ' ced ch;t!). Whet hed hep· 
~ pened? Probably the boiler had been stoked dry 

~ and exp loded at its weakest connection i.e. between 

~ boiler and base. The boiler itself went up like a 

~ rocket: Second Officer van'+ Hoff, who was standing ~ 
;. aft, heard a heavy explosion and saw the boiler go s.s . Tjisalak lying along pier No . 37 in San Francisco in 1922. ~ 

• over the ship's aerial to the starboard side. (Photo: J. Bonselaar) .-

~ ~ 
.......................................................... .,. .................................................................................................................................................................. ..-..-.J 
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Each mahout encouraged his own sagacious charge to step ashore . RIL performers: Capt. van Dam & 2( 0 Vermeulen. 

TJITARUM- 'BIG TOP' 

Tjitarum had two new experiences recently: the first was 
when (under Captain H.L. van Dam) she manoeuvred 
carefully into the small inner port at Point de Galets , 
Reunion. Older readers may remember a photograph 
of Tjimenteng published in April, 1961, showing how 
very little room there is for error in this operation. 

The second experience was the embarkation of the 'Great 
Royal Circus of India ', a huge collection of vans, cages, 
and no less than 60 animals, ranging from small dogs to 
enormous elephants, located all over the deck . Unfor
tunately , the horses had to be left behind in Reunion, 
because of quarantine regulations in Singapore, but 
already the circus have ordered a herd from Australia 
which will join them during their prolonged tour of West 
Malaysia. 

The star attractions a re t he Ligers, a cross between a 
female lion and a male tiger, of which there are only 
six in the whole world : they are comparatively docile 
animals, but will attack a lion on sight. 

Little Tjitarum also managed to squeeze in 16 attendants 
to care for the animals on their voyage to Singapore. 
They were old hands at t his, having sai led twice before 
on board Camphuys: from Karachi to Africa, and from 
Africa to Mauritius. Captain van Dam reports how 

" Drinf(s are on the house! " 

efficiently they looked after the animals , who were never 
left on their own . Most of them were heavily caged, 
but the three swaying elephants shackled to the deck on 
the portside of No. 2 hatch, were a never-ending source 
of interest to everyone on board. They were fed with 
branches of sugar cane for most of the voyage, but when 
this fodder began to run out, one man spent his days 
rolling out and cooking chupattis: each time he had baked 
enough to fill an empty beer carton, he rushed up to 
an elephant and- swoosh!- the lot was gone and it 
was back to the hot stove, for a continuing 24-hour stint. 
It was quite an experience also to see each elephant in 
turn grab the fresh water hose and g"urgle down its 
enormous daily ration. 

The "Great Royal' is a much-travelled circus, and well 
used to keeping to time-tables , so when Tjitarum made 
a dawn entry into Singapore , where 200 performers 
already awaited them, the whole team got down to a 
smooth morning's disembarkation . The 'Big Top' was 
being put up in Kallang Park, and when the elephants 
stepped ashore they must have been looking forward to 
a good rest afte r twelve days without sleep. 

We are indebted to C / 0 Amersfoorth and to Singapore for 
the photographs. 

Experienced circus hands supervised unloading. 
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Manager's office. 

Mr P.A. de Laos and 
Mr R.C . Reed drinl( 
a toast. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr W .M. de Haan flew to Amsterdam from Hong Kong 
via Tokyo on 21st August for business consultations. He 
will continue to South a nd East Africa . 

Mr F. Terwogt left Hong Kong on 14th August fo r a 
week's business trip to Singapore and Malaysia. 

Mr F. Kummer retu rned to Hong Ko ng from Home Leave 
in mid-August, to take up again as Manage r, Cate ri ng 
and Pu rchasing & Stores Department . 

Mr R. Rowlands took over as RI L Representative in West 
Africa in place of Mr H.K. van der Schatte Olivier who 
went on Home Leave at the end of August. 

Mr G.Th.M. Sweijen returned from Home Leave to Sao 
Paulo and will take over as RI L Representative in Brazil 
early in September when Mr E.A. Postuma goes on Home 
Leave. 

RIL SHIP RECEIVES SEA QUEENS 

T raditionally, Kobe's beautiful 'Sea Q ueens' visit one 
foreign and one Japanese vessel in po rt on 20th July, 
'Mari ne Day.' This year, Straat Frazer was lucky enough 
to receive the five newly-elected Queens , who were 
accompanied by the Kobe Harbourmaste r, Mr Hatao. 

It was Captain Niessen 's last call before retirement, and 
here he is in the middle of a cheerful group. Though 
the Sea Queens were a little ne rvous on this, t hei r ve ry 
first official function, the fri endly atmosp here on St raat 
Frazer soon made them feel at home. 

(Photo: T. Sugimttra - Kobe) 

COMPANY 
SMIT-LLOYD (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. 

Friends and associa tes of the recently-formed Smit- Lioyd 
company we re invited to the fo rmal opening of the office 
in Sydney on 5th July . Representatives of the Merchant 
Service G uide, the Australian Institute of Marine & Power 
Engineers and Seamen 's Union attended, as well as oil 
industry executives. 

Guests were ente rtained fi rst with cocktails, followed by 
a fi lm of t he launch ing of 'Sm it- Li oyd 3 I' in South Aus
t ra li a, and t hen su pper fo r eve ryone b rought proceed ings 
to a close , wi t h good wis hes fo r the new ventu re. 

FOR SALE! 

PEUGEOT 204, 1968, fou r door. 

Run approx. 17500 km. Only 8 months old , with sunroof 
and sleeping chairs. Available beginn ing September, 1968. 
Price N.fl.6500 {including rad io, foglights, etc .) Enq ui ries 
d irect to 

Veenhuysen H.K.Ch .B. 
Cederstraat 29 
Alphen a/d Rijn 
Holland 

TO THE EDITOR 

" In Volume XV, No. 3, has been an article about ships 
passing through the Straits of Magellan. This isn't com
plete without mentioning that s.s. Tj ibadak passed th1·ough 
the Straits from East to West in January, 1943 and in 
February, 1944. 

Something for modem youngsters: the ship had no modern 
aids of navigation and there was no pilot on board." 

Captain J.C.G. de Graaff (retd.) 

QUITE A 

RIL 's agents in Sabah a re Messrs. Harrisons & Crosfield , 

old and good friends of our Company. At thei r Kota 

Kinabalu and Sandakan offices, t hey have no less than 

Anthony ( 41 years service ). 
Shipping Manager, Kota 
Kinabalu . 

, 

john ( 31 years 
Asst. Shipping 
Kota Kinabalu. 

service). 
i\1/anager, 



LOG BOOK 
COOL CUSTOMERS! 

When Straat Torres was loading at Auckland in June, the Fourth 
Officer burst into the Chief Officer's cabin and announced that the 
watersiders were eating from the ice-cream they were loading. He 
had seen it hi msel~. 

Chief Officer R. Edsen , alert as always, jumped up and dashed down 
"to catch the rascals red-handed." 

At the hatch, he was stopped in his tracks by the shipper of the 
goods who said that he had supplied some extra cartons to keep 
the 'boys ' cool while they were loading. 

(Photo: Auckland Star) 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 
Miss B. Johnson (Durban) to Mr W.C. Eisele on 20th Ju ly. 
5th Engineer W.M. Heus (Straat Magelhaen) to Miss H.E. Koenders 
on 23rd Ju ly at Utrecht. 
4th Engineer W. L. ldsinga (leave) to Miss J. Slob on 3 1st Ju ly at 
The Hagu e. 
3rd Officer H. de Baat Doelman (Straat Ho lla nd) to Miss M. ten 
Brink on 1st August at Durban. 
3rd Engineer J .G. Meyer (leave) to Miss A.M.P. Mommersteeg on 
3rd August at Den Bosch. 

New Arrivals 
4th Engineer B.D. Planting (leave): a son, Michael Jody, on 9th 
July . 
2nd Officer J.S. Versteeg (leave): a daughter, Lilian Elsbeth, on 
lOth July. 
2nd Eng ineer H.P. van Wier (Van Riebeeck): a daughter, Marguerite 
Femke, on 16th July. 
2nd Officer E.E. Lubach (Straat van Diemen): a son, Patrick Edua rd, 
on 20th July. 
Mr F.C.A. Gemke (HK HO TD ) : a son, Alexander Henry, on 29th 
July. 
Captain J .H. Mak (Straat Hobart): a daughter , Marlene Josephine, 
on 2nd August. 
Mr J. Kroselj (Buenos Aires ): a da ug hter, Maria Marta, on 5th July. 
Mr P. Ramsunder (Durban): a daughter, Grace, on 8th Ju ly. 
Mr S. Raghoonandan (Durban): a son, Praveen, on 20th Ju ly. 
Mr T. Hayakawa (Yokohama, Ag.): a son, Ken, on 21st July. 
Mrs I. Cheung (HK HO TP ): a son, Brian Corne lis, on 12th Augu st. 

ANOTHER LAUNCHING 

Four yea1·s ago we 
published a photo
graph of a model 
yacht made by Chief 
Engineer W. Bakker 
{now in HK HO TD) 
for his son. Well, 
boys get bigger, so 
boats must get big
ger too . Here, just 
entering the water 
at Hebe Haven, is 
the result of six 
months' work by Mr 
Bakker: a sailing 
dinghy in which 
Marcel can now do 
some real sailing. 

RIL THREESOME 

QUARTET! 

A fairly unusual sight at Adelaide is three RIL ships 
together, and although t he weather was not ideal for 
photography, Mr H. Anderson of Elde r Smith G olds
brough Mort's Outside Staff, managed to snap Straat 
Cook, Straat Singapore a nd Straat Colombo together 
at the end of May. 

four brothers working, who have so far com pleted 134 
yea rs of service with H. & C. in Sabah. Here are the 
brothers Fung , to whom we send ou r best wishes for 
rr ; 'lny more years to come. 

Maurice ( 40 years service ) 
Shipping Asst., Sand.l(c;n. 

Paul (22 years service). 
Sales Dept., Sandalzan. 

Straat Cook loaded an interesting cargo for South Africa: 
twelve Prefabricated Housi ng Units (varying in size from 
30' X I 0' X 4' 6" - 8~ tons -to 40' X I 0' X I 0' - I I 
tons each) which are to be part of a I 00-man camp. 
These units-the first to be carried by RIL-were 
stowed on deck , together with 21 cases of Agricultural 
Machinery for Montevideo, so that the vessel was well 
and truly down to her mar ks on departure. 



Kobe office and RIL's Stevedores , Messrs Sumitomo , said Goodbye to a very old friend 
with this banner, as Tjiwangi left the wharf. The tugs also were flying WAY signs and 
sounding their sirens as Captain jochems departed. 

When Tiiwangi, Straat T owa and Straat Fremantle were 
at Hong Kong together on 18th July, Captains and 
Chief Engineers ioined in a farewell luncheon given by 
Managing Directors for the Master of Tiiwangi, Captain 
S. Jochems. 

Mr. de Haan began his address by saying that he could 
not always say only nice things, or people would not 
believe what was said anymore! A number of anecdotes 
had already been related, but he could now tell a story 
which was not apocryphal, something that happened at 
the Scheepvaarthuis in Amsterdam; whereas a certain 
employe had been sacked in one room and was rushing 
to another to apply for a iob, he had met halfway Fourth 
Officer Jochems who had iust been engaged in one room 
and was rushing to another to resign- obviously this 
story was not true! Captain Jochems and Speaker be
came very well acquainted at a later date at Kobe, when 
the young Fourth Officer's next ship was delayed there 
for a fortnight, and their friendship has been maintained 
througho ut the years. 

During the war Captain Jochems served continuously on 
three 'Javaliin' ships, Tiisadane, Tiibadak and Tiitia le ngka . 
He was promoted to Captain in 1956, and his capabilities 
were demonstrated almost straight away when he dealt 
with a fire on Tiipondok within three days of his appoint
ment. For the decisions taken on that occasion, which 
saved the ship, he was commended by Managing Direc
tors. 

When the present Governor of Hong Kong chose to 
travel from Australia on board Tiiluwah in 1964, Ma nag
ing Directors immediately realized that he would be in 
good hands, knowing that Captain Jochems was Master. 
After having served on Tiitialengka for a few years, he 
was now in command of what would soon be the oldest 
RIL passenger ship- Tiiwangi. He was an excellent 

entertainer of passengers , and a Master on whom the 
Company could fully rely and put their trust. Speaker 
thanked him for his thirty-three years of service and 
wished him a happy retirement and future in his house 
near Melbourne. 

In his reply, Captain Jochems referred to Mr de Haan's 
opening remarks , saying that it had not been so bad 
after all and that he was glad that his numerous attempts 
at resignation had never been taken too seriously! He 
referred to a meeting in Kobe 111any years ago with 
Mr van Kretschmar, when the latter had corrected his 
reference to 'this Company', saying that he should say 
'our Company'. He himself had been something of a 
rebel in his time, threatening to resign on several occa
sions, but now the time had really come to go. He 
wished 'our Company' continual prosperity in the future. 
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A toast with old friends . 

MAIDEN VOYAGE 

When Straat Hobart arrived at Kobe on her maiden 
voyage, Kobe's Sea Queen, Miss Murai, and Harbour
master Hatao came on board to bring good wishes for the 
new ship. 

Straat Hobart is sailing in the Far East- Africa- South 
America Service ( ASAS). 

Captain J.H . Mak and Chief Engineer A. Geurts with their visitors . 



KANSAI V. KANTO 
1968 Baseball Match 

KANSAI : Messrs. Inoue, Kashihara , 
ltokazu Nakao and Morishita from Kobe . 
Messrs. Tani, Azuma, Torii, Watanabe, 
Aimoto , Nishiyama, Funayama, Nishide 
from Osaka. 

KANTO : Messrs. Nishimura, Suzuki, Eno
moto , Okada and Taguchi from Yoko
hama. Messrs. Sekiya , Tsuchiya, Kokai 
from Tokyo. Messrs. Kataoka, Yoda , 
Tanabe, Katoh, Takeuchi, Oda, and 
T agawa from Nagoya . 

Players of the RIL Kobe, O saka, Nagoya , Yokohama 
(combined Ag. and Man.) and Tokyo (combined Ag. and 
Man.) offices met in the Bank of Tokyo Musashi-Kosugi 
playground on 9th June for their annual baseball contest. 
Two exhibition matches were played first: Kobe ve rsus 
Yokohama/Tokyo (the latte r won 4:3) and Osaka versus 
Nagoya (which Nagoya won 13 :4). 

At I p.m. Mr C .A.A.J. Sinninghe Damste, as chai rman 
of the operation comm ittee , threw the first ball to start 
the main event, the Kansai- Kanto match, which the 
Kansai eventually won 18:15. 

Specia l congratulations to Messrs Azuma (Osaka), Inoue 
(Kobe), Watanabe (Osaka) and Takeuchi (Nagoya) for 
valuable batting and to Mr Oda (Nagoya) for pitching 
prowess. 

It was a good day, and Mr Damste prese nted the 
winning cup to Mr S. Oka, captain of the Kansai team. 

TJJWtzz 

f 

Now you tell me there's a deposit on the bottle! 

Mr Oka comes up to receive the cup. 

A slugger. 

The score shows that batting tvas stronger than pitch ."ng . Some 
cheerful Kansai players are in front. 
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PERSONNEL 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

O:.t r congratulat io-ns go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr G. Mulder 
F.A. Scheffer 
A.J.M. van Schijnde l 
A.Ph . van Velzen 
R.K.K. Lie 
S. de Wilde 
U. Jetten 
H.R. de Lange 
N.P.C. Claus 

PROMOTION 

4th Officer 

2nd Eng ineer 
4th 
5th 

Appr. 

Pr.ll 
Th .ll 
Th .l 
Th .ll 
Th.C 

A 
A 
A 

VD 

19-7-68 
5-7-68 

28-6,68 
2-7-68 
5-7-68 
1-7-68 

24-6-68 
1-7-68 

18-8-67 

O ur congratulations to Mr N.P.C. Claus who was pro
moted to 5th Enginee r. 

LEAVE 
The following personnel went on leave: 

Mr G.J. van der Heiden 
" J.W. Swaving 
" D.P. Algra 
" G.N.C. Janssen 
" C. van Kesteren 
" J. Meyler 
, E.G . van Tellingen 
, B.H. Verseput 
" Z. van Voorthuizen 
, W.H.C. Wijnhorst 
, D.P. Blijerveld 
, T.J .M. Bo lwerk 
, W. Boot 
" U.C .J. Brand 
, M.J. Kuit 
, H. Pesc h 
" J. Sizoo 
" C.F.H.G.M. van den Goorbergh 
" M. Koek 
" F.G. Krap 
" A.A.C.N. Wouters 

D. Werner 
" C.H.M. van Bennekum 
, R.H. van Dapperen 
, H.G . Franzen 
" P. Hu igen 
" D.G . van Lopik 
" A. Mulder 
" G .V. Nijdam 

P. Ro lsma 
" R.J . Wolters 
.. F.R. Wi jkel 
" P.J. Bruls 
" J. van den Broek 
" E.H. Carpentier Alt in g 

Those who returned are: 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 
5th 

I I II 

H.Emp loye 
Emp loye 

Mr P. Hoogland Chief Officer Straat Lombok 
Straat Hong Kong 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Johore 
Straat Ade la ide 
Straa t Ade laide 

R. Lindemans 2nd 
" A. Veldman 

G.G.J. Witkamp 
" D.F. van Woerdekom 

J .F.W. Hofman 3rd 

Mr W . IJpma 
" G. Mulder 

A.J. Nooyen 
" J.H. Saat 

N. Fi lius 
" R. Hartjes 
" H.B. Wiersma 
, S. de Wiide 
" J. Bergsma 
" W.M. Heus 
" U. Jetten 
" J .A. Nieuwenhu is 
" H.O. Voorma 

J. Frieszo -

---- · -
3rd Officer 
4th 

2nd Engineer 
3rd 

~ih 
5th 

'' '' 
H. Emp loye 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

'AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Straat Sin gapore 
Straat Amsterdam 
Straat Fij i 
Straat Luanda 
Tjimanuk 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Luanda 
Straat Cook 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Colombo 
Tjipondok 
Straat Flo rida 
HK HO 

Captain S. Jochems, Master m.s. TJ IWANGI went on home leave 
prior to retirement ." . 
Captain J . Jacobs was posted to m.s. TJ IWANG I fo llow ing home 
leave. 
Captain J. de J ong , Master m.s . CAMP HUYS went on home le ave. 
Captain E. Pels was posted to m.s. CAMP HUYS follbwing home 
leave. 
Capta.in W.C. Souter, Master m.s. STRAAT MOZAMB IQU E went 
on home leave. 
Capta in H. Buth was posted t~ m.s. STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE 
following home leave. 
Captain J .Ch. Beynon, Master m.s. STRAAT HOLLAND went on 
home leave. 
Captain . L.A. Cijsouw was posted to m.s. STRAAT HOL LAND 
fol lowing home leave. 
Captain J .A. Haringsma, Master m.s. STRAAT MAG EL HAEN went 
on home le¢>ve . 
Captain H. Muys was posted to m.s . ST RAAT MAG ELH AE N 
fo ll owing .home leave . 
Captain B.H. Niessen , Master m.s, STRAAT FRAZ ER went on home 
leave prior to retirement . 
Capta in J .G .M. Spijker was posted to m.s. STRAAT FRAZER fo l
lo"wing home leave. 
Captain R. Severien, Master m.s. STRAAT TORR ES was transferred 
to m.s. TJI LI WONG. 
Captain G.W.E. Gerritsen , Master m.s . TJI LI WONG was transferred 
to m.s. STRAAT TORR ES. 
Chief Engineer J. Dirkse, m.s. STRAAT BA Ll , went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer A. Minnesma was posted to m.s. STRAAT BALl 
fol lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer B.J . Bouwman , m.s. VAN NOORT, went on unpaid 
stu dy leave. 
Chief Enginee r J .C . van Dinteren was posted to m.s . VAN NOORT 

. following intermediate leave . 

LEAVING (OR LEFT) SERVICE 
Mr K. Romelin gh 

L.G. F.L." G la ubitz 
W. de Jong 
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L. Verkaik 
J. van Boven 
H. Bouwman 
A. Sandbrink 

" B.R. Wasterval 
H.F. -Eshuis 

" F.L .. Laanen 
" J.W.A. Berends 
" S. van der Mey 
" H. K. Auer 
" P.R .S. van Heeren 

Chief Officer 
3rd 

Chief Engineer (KV) 
2nd 

3rd 
5th 

II II 

H.Emp loye 

Group I 
Employe 



IN MEMORIAM 
We announce with regret the deaths of the following:-

D.L. lngelse . (retired Captain, KPM ) on 5th J uly at Voorburg. 
C. den H artoog (retired Chief Engi neer, KPM ) on 15th Ju ly at 
Utrecht. 

N .. T.P.M. 
/ 

The following personnel went on leave: 
I st Officer 
2nd 

Mr G.A. de Munnik 
Mr J .F. Jongbloed 
Mr D. Lansdo rp 4th , (A.R.O.-opleiding) 

3rd Engineer · Mr R.L.J . Luyend ijk 
Mr M. Meulenberg 
Mr R.E. Stap 
Mr A.A.G. Beckers 

4th 
5th 
5th 

Those who returned are : 
Mr J. Eve laar 
Mr J. Lameijer 
Mr F. Kuipe r 
Mr H. Spanger 
Mr S. Barendregt 
Mr R.M.L .C. Net 
Mr J. Moll 
Mr J .H . Klein 
Mr J.B.F. Dijks 
Mr J.J.B. Niessen 
Mr A.J. Eijsbroek 

I st Officer 
I st 
2nd 

act . 3 rd 
2nd Engineer 
4th 
5th 
Ass . 
Ass. 
Ass. 
Ass. 

TRANSFER OF CAPTAINS 

Posted to: 
mv. " Siote rkerk" 
tss. " Muntto ren " 
mv. " Senega lkusf ' 
mv. "Sioterkerk" 
mv. "Sioterkerk" 
tss. "Westertoren" 
t ss. "Westertoren" 
tss. -"Westertoren" 
mv. "Sioterkerk" 
mv. " Sioterkerk" 
mv. " Se negal kust" 

W.C.M. J ulsin g (retired Hoofdemploye, KPM ) on 16th July at 
Bussum. 
C.W. Labohm (ex-employe, KJCPL; Durban) on 25th Ju ly at 
Voorburg, after a very long il lness, courageous ly borne. 

SHIPS POSITIONS 
mv. " Senega lkusf · eta Doua la 15/9 
mv. " Congokust" eta Rotte rd am 17/9 
mv. " Sioterke rk " eta S'pore 20/9 
mv. "Zu.iderkerk" eta Adela ide 27 /8 
ss . " Munttoren " eta Hongkong 19/8 
ss. "Westertoren " docking at Hong kong etd. 10/9 

The following officers were promoted as from I st 
August, 1968 to: 
3rd Eng inee r 
Mr R.L.J. Lu yendijk 
Mr A. Scheer 
Mr G.W. Kieft 
Mr J.B. van 't Schip 

4th Engin ee r 
Mr A . Coehoorn 
Mr M.G.v.d . Velde 
Mr W . van Heez ik 
Mr R.M.L.C. Net 
M r P.S. van der Koo y 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

M r St. Barendregt 2nd Eng ineer Th. C. 

Mr P.S. van der Kooy 4th A. 

LEAVING (OR LEFT) SERVICE 

18.6.68 

25.6.68 

Capta in W.E. Sonneve ldt (temp . service ) of mv. "Sioterkerk" Mr P. Visser 3rd Engineer 
terminated his contract of employment. 
Captain T.M. Ku ipers was posted to mv. "Sloterkerk" follow
ing home leave. 

TRANSFER OF CHIEF ENGINEERS 
Chief Eng ineer H.v.d . Lugt of mv. "Sioterkerk" retired on 
pension . 
Chief Engineer A.J. de Hesse was posted to mv. " Siote rk e rk" 
fo llowing ho me leave . 
Acting Chief Engineer F.G. Veenstra of mv. "Seneg alk ust" 
went on home leave . 
Chief Eng ineer H. Kraa ier was· posted to mv. "Senega lk ust" 
following home leave . 

H.V.M. 

SHIPS POSITIONS 

mv. ~'Hollands Diep" 
mv. "Hollands Duin" 
mv. " Ho ll ands Dreef ' 
mv. "Hollands Bu rc ht" 

eta Whampoa 
eta Japan 
eta Durban 
eta Antwerp 

RIL AT THE FAIR 

24/8 
13/9 
30/8 
29/8 

W hen the Ministe r of Economic Affai rs (South Africa) 
opened an Australian Trade Display in Johannesburg on 
3rd June , RIL was there with a stand of its own , in the 
shape of a funnel , complete with the ' RI L- postage-stamp ' . 
The Fair, which was open only to business men, attracted 
nearly 90 exhibito rs, representing more than 140 manu
facture rs and exporting o rgan izations, focussing attention 
mainly on the manufacturing and engineering sectors of 
industry. 

The weeklong display of Austra lian goods attracted much 
attention in South Africa , and the Rl L stand was manned 
throughout by a member of the Johannesburg staff. 
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