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HIGH HONOUR 

W e announce with great pleasu re that, on the 30th 
January, Her Majesty Queen Julia na of the Nether
lands was pleased to appoint Mr O.M. Crawford, 
Manager of RI L (Sanderson) Pty. Ltd. in Melbourne, 
C heva lier of the Order of Oranje Nassau . 

RI L Post sends its congrat ulations on behalf of t he 
whole Company. 

From the Editor 

GOODBYE 

T his month we say goodbye to Mr 
Y. Nagash ima who has acted as Area 
Correspondent in Japan for the last 
2~ years. We would like to thank him 
for keeping us so well-informed about 
the new ships built there and for 
generally keeping us 'in the pictu re'. 
We look fo rward to the sa me happy 
rela tionship with Mr T. Ma ki ura (Tokyo, 
Man.) who replaces him (right). 

GOOD NEWS 

It is always a pleasure to look at new places, and on pages 
24/5 we see Muscat and Rabau l for the first time, as well as 
having a glimpse of the Shatt-ei-Arab. 

GOOD RESULT 

W e are happy to say that there 
have been many entries in the 
Slogan competition. We shall 
spend an enjoyable few weeks 
sifting out the sizzling sentences, 
and the winner will be announced 
next month. 

GOOD FORTUNE 

The year 4666 in the Lunar 
Calenda r brings in t he Year of 
the Monkey, so-with no regrets 
at all for the Year of the Ram
Chinese people everywhere will 
be celeb rating on January 30th 
and looking forwa rd to a pros
perous year under the animal 
which is a symbol of wisdom and 
prosperity. Kung Hei Fat Choyl 

The shy girls of Raba ul 
page 25 
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Looking towards the business centre of Hong Kong Island. 

IN THE NARROWS 
T he harbour in Hong Kong is c riss-crossed with fer ries carrying people between Kowloon on the mainland and 
the C ity of Victo ria on Hong Kong Island. Increasingly in use in recent years have been the chunky, square
looking ferries- some of t hem double-deckers- which also carry vehicles. 

A favourite ploy for car-passengers on the vehicular fe rries is to stroll to the prow during the crossing t o enjoy 
the view of the busy harbour. It is often their first gl impse of the spectacular surroundings, a sight which never 
seems to pall. On this occasion, Straat Banka was well in v iew on A.l buoy, within easy reach of Blake Pier 
and H K MH. 

SHIPS OF YESTERYEAR 

• 
This month's clue ... this typical tall-masted KPMer 
has a name that was also famous in the JCJL. She had 
four sister-ships, and sa iled for sixteen years for the KPM. 
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If you think you can identify the old ship, send your entry 
to the editor before 15th March. 



MUSCAT 

DAR-ES-SALAAM 

GESAS 
From the sisterships, CAMPHUYS 
and VAN RIE BEECK, which sail in 
the Gulf-East & South Africa Service, 
come these pictures to increase our 
knowledge of the Service and the 
ships. 

VAN RIEBEECK is the only RIL 
vessel to carry a full complement of 
Pakistani crew. When she was at 
Mombasa recently, a party was held 
on board for shippers, and here a re 
some of t he C D staff lined up behind 
a cold buffet. Chief Steward M.A. 
Qader, Asst. Storekeeper Abdul Aziz 
and the Chief Cook are amongst 
them. 

Second Officer J .K.L. Koster sends us 
more photographs from CAMPHUYS: 

Opposite is the ancient pirate's stronghold 
at Muscat. The towering fort still seems to 
dominate the town. 
On the Shatt-ei-Arab, near Khorramshahr, 
one of the local boats is towing another. 
It is a design which seems unchanged since 
Babylonian days, Mr Koster tells us: 

"The building in the background is said to 
have accommodated a rich man's harem. 
If, however, this man (a very sensible one, 
no doubt) wanted peace of mind and j or 
body, he retreated to his "bachelor's pad" 
one mile down the river, far from the 
beddening crowd!" 

The last photograph shows the entrance to 
the harbour of Dar-es-Salaam, beautiful capi
tal of Tanzania, and well-known to many RIL 
seafarers. 

SHA TT-EL-ARAB 



I. 

4. 

AJHAS 

Six members of the well-known 
Fernandez Spanish song and dance 
group sailed on T J IW ANGI from 
Australia in December, and passengers 
were ab le to enioy their beautiful 
da ncing and singing at performances 
given on board (I). 

This voyage also gave passengers a 'bonus ' 
in the form of calls at Noumea (2) in New 
Caledonia, and Rabaul (3) in New Britain . 
T J IW ANGI can iust be seen in each of these 
attractive harbour views. 

Arrival at Yokohama gave a brief g li mpse of TJITJA
LENGKA (4) about to leave on her final voyage, and 
then TJ IWANGI went into the Asano Dock fo r her 
annual maintenance. 
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There followed the winter c ru ise to Hong Kong and back 
to Japan before taking up regular employment again in 
the Australia-Japan-Hong Kong Service. On this cruise, 
TJIWANG I carried the first group of visitors to reach 
Hong Kong in 1968, and the occasion was celebrated 
with an exchange of souvenirs a nd greetings, and a 
traditional Chinese silk ribbon dance in the hall of the 
Ocean Terminal (5) . 

:a*ti~tt•tit~•~~'f'1b~~tm; 
f ll ttWt I * · t. t "If: a: If -1£ Md,t " 

2. 

3. 

5. 



COASTAL TRIP 

Mr Mok Hon Kwong , Cargo Clerk S.G. on board 
STRAA T CHATHAM, sends us this picture of the depar
ture of TJIWANGI (where he was awaiting a transfer) 
from Sydney. As he says, it looks much like many other 
departure scenes, but on this occasion the well-wishers 
on the quay were not only waving G oodbye, they were 
also wishing luck to many passengers who were sailing 
to Melbourne specia lly to watch the race for the Mel
bourne Cup, 'b lue ribbon' of the Australian Turf. 

Arriva l at Melbourne left the ship looking rather empty 
and lonely, but she was still a proud sight to STRAAT 
LUZON and STRAAT LOMBOK close by. 

OVERHAULING THE CARGO GEAR 

Photo: Bo'sun Ho Woon To 
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FLEET FACTS 

m.v. TEGELBERG has been sold 

for breaking to Victory Steel and 

will be delivered at Taiwan early 

in Ma rch. 

The Danish reefer shi p REEFER 

BASSE has been t ime-chartered 

from A.H. Basse Rederi A/ S for 

one voyage from South America 

to the Far East, calling at Durban 

for bunkers. The vessel was deli-

vered after leaving Halifax at 

the end of January and will be 

redelivered at J apan towards the 

end of March. 



THE DURBAN SCENE 
R.I.L.'s STRAAT FLORIDA was somewhat dwarfed in mid-November, when lying alongside Durban's 
Ocean Terminal. Four big passenger liners arrived on the same day: the largest, the W INDSOR 
CASTLE (38,000 tons) and the NORTHERN STAR (24,300 ton s) stretch along the wharf of 
M Shed, while the GUGLIELMO MARCONI (27,500 t ons) is berthed at 0 Shed behind the 
Terminal building . Later in the day, the PRINCIPE PERFEITO ( 19,000 tons) docked at N Shed. 

JETSAM 

Left hand side: 

" Last voyage 

of MV T egelberg 

RIL Hong Kong" 

Right hand side: 

" TFC T ou r s 

South Africa" 

Bobbing up and down on the high seas- much, we 
imagine, to the astonishment of passing small craft
are numerous white plastic bottles, similar to the one 
shown above. Even as we write , it may be that one is 
being lifted out of the water by a curious finder. 

O n one side of the bottle the words 'TFC TOURS, 
SOUTH AFRICA', and on the other, 'LAST VOYAGE 
OF m.v. TEGELBERG, RIL HONG KONG'. When the 
cap is unscrewed, a replica of one of RIL's old maps 

(similar to those on the presentation trays) is discovered, 
with a note to the effect that the finder should get in 
touch with the nearest newspaper to obtain a reward. 

This interesting and unusual 'gimmick' was the dreamchild 
of TFC , and each passenger sailing under their a uspices 
on the final voyage of either T egelberg, Boissevain or 
Ru ys. wil l receive a bottle to t hrow overboa rd in the 
middle of the Indian Ocean. It will be interesting to 
hear how many are eventually recaptured. 
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THE GIANT TURTLES 
The East Coast of Malaya embraces from the north the 
states of Kelantan, Trengganu and Pahang, and Johore 
which is in the south. The p a lm-fringed golden beaches 
of Ke lantan, Trengganu a nd Pahang a re t he most beauti
ful in the Peninsula . Washed by the crystal clear waters 
of the South China Sea, the sand is clean, sharp and 
firm. In some parts, gigantic and picturesque rocks 
nestle on the beac hes against the lovely backdrop of 
lazy palms . These sites a re popular with vis itors a nd 
local folks ali ke, who never fa il to be impressed by the 
beautiful view. 

It is on these beaches of Eastern Malaya that Giant 
Turtles from the sea come up to lay their eggs during 
the nesting season, which begins during May and lasts 
till September each year. 

There a re as many as six species of turtles that come 
ashore to lay their eggs, from the biggest variety (called 
"Kambar" by the local people) which measures from 12 
feet to 16 feet long, to the "Penju" the smallest known 
of which measures only 18 inches long. The turtles 
which nest on Kela ntan beaches are mainly the green
backed species; these a re not threatened with extinction 
as the leathery turtles are. 

Turtles come ashore to lay their eggs at night. They 
have strong claws for digging deep holes in which t o 
lay their eggs, after which they wil l close them up and 
hope that the warmth will hatch the eggs. Each turtle 
lays I 00 or more eggs at a time, and one who sees a 
turtle egg for the first time is liable to think that it is 
a pingpong ball. It is of the same size, shape and 
colour as the celluloid sphere that bounces back and 
forth across a pingpong t able. Dropped on the ground 
or thrown against a wall, the turtle egg wi ll not break. 
neither will it bounce. This is so beca use the shell
unlike shells of other eggs- is leathery, and unlike a 
pingpong ball which is smooth, it is slightly matt. Turtle
eggs a re ve ry much soug ht after by the rural population 
of Eastern Malaya, who e ither boil and eat them or 
preserve them in sa lt. They are tasty and provide an 
impo rtant source of nour ishment t o t he people. The 
eggs fetch a good price in the local markets and the 
yearly pilgrimage of turtles provides a source of income 
to the villagers living nearby. The egg-laying odyssey 
of these turtles attracts thousands of people from all 
over Ma laya and ab road . 
During the start of the turtles' nesting season, some 
seven to eight turtles a night can be seen on the beaches 
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GOOD LUCK 

AND LONG LIFE 

A 330 lb turtle, estimated to be more than 600 years 
old. was set free by a g roup of Chinese in a long and 
elaborate Buddhist ceremony on boa rd a junk off Lyemun 
in mid-Decembe r. 

When the five-foot long fema le was captured in the 
South China Sea, the re was quite a stir in Hong Kong, 
where the turtle is the symbol of longevi ty. More than 
I 0,000 visitors flocked to see the enormous reptile, and 
it took eight people to lift it into a television studio. 

Two local businessmen paid HK$500 to save the tu rtle 
from being killed and eaten, and on the I I th day of 
the I I th Moon in the Lunar Calendar- a lucky day
it was decorated with flowers and a ribbon before being 
slipped into the sea as a gestu re of love and non-violence. 
Some people have claimed that tears actually streamed 
from the turtle's eyes as people patted and kissed it. 

This was not the first turtle to be freed recently. On 
boa rd STRAAT COOK, Boatswain Kwok T ai Yau rescued 
this smaller one and released it on the day of departure 
from Sao Francisco do Sui (19th November). to avoid 
bad luck . It seems a good omen for the New Year . 

. . . a gesture of love a nd non-violence 

GIANT TURTLES (conrirwcd) 

laying their eggs. At the peak season from June to 
August, some one hundred turtles o r more can be seen 
nesting each night. They can be seen during these 
times on the beaches of Jambu Bangkok and between 
Gliga and Telok Chempedak (in Pahang State), and on 
the beaches of Rantau Abang (T rengganu State), the 
only regular nesting ground in the world still left to the 
rare leathery turtles to lay their eggs. Turtles are known 
sometimes to shed tears- if one could call them tears . 
We would not know if it is a portrayal of emotions o r 
whether it is just an occurrence that only Mother Nature 
can explain . 

Motels are being built nea r these beaches to accom
modate guests and visi to rs during the turtles' nesting 
season. This influx of visitors comes as early as mid
May until late-August. During the peak season it is not 
unusual to see tents along the shore, as people camp 
out of doors to witness this strange phenomenon . 

Hatcheries are set up to hatch the eggs laid by the 
turtles . At Rantan Abang hatchery, near Dungun, 70-
75% of the eggs hatch out in th is way. The turtles 
hatched in t his manner a re then set free into the sea 
o r river. In this way it is hoped to save the turtles from 
possible extinction. 

J.J.M. Lensing 
(Singapore) 
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~ ~ ~ TEN YEARS AGO ~ 
~ From RIL !'OST, 1st February 1958 I 

l
~ " Reti rement of Chinese Agents Hong Kong ~ 

On 27th December, 1957, at The Golden City ~ 
Restaurant , a Chinese Dinner was offered by the ~ 
Company to M r Leung Man King and M r N g Chak '" 
Wa on their retirement as Chinese Agents in Hong ~ 

~ Kong. Mr N g Chak Wa became Chinese Agent in ~ 
~ 1917 and M r Leung M an King in 1926." ~ 

~ " s.s. Tjibadak ~ 
~ On January 7th, 1958 the s .s . Tjibadak (Capt. f . ~ 
• Kuiken) arrived in Hong Kong for the first time I 
~ after an absence of six years from that port. 

! 
~ 

! 

Built in 1929, she was once the flag ship of the 
f.C.f.L., until the m.s. Tjisadane appeared in 1931, 
followed by the m.s. Tjitjalengka in 1939. 

The reason for the long absence from H ong Kong 
was that the s .s. T jibadak has been employed for the 
past six years on the Australia run." 



SALISBURY OFFICE 

ln Mombasa, the Repre.<entative in East Afriw is sitting next 
to Mrs P.A. Craig "king-pin of our little set-up". On his left 
is Mr Mwalungwe or Wilson , me.<senger, and on the other side 
is Mr f. H. van der IV yck . 

Representative in Central Africa 

MEET .J 

Our Durban office led the way in this series, 
June 1965. The territory of the General Mar 
further, and th is month we introduce the offic 
West Africa, and also the staff in J ohannesbu1 

SALISBURY 
T he Representative in Central Africa Mr P. van Andel , 
is stationed in Salisbury. The territory under his jurisdic
tion includes Rhodesia, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique. 
Angola and the Congolese Republic (Kinshasa). 
His main job is t o canvass for cargo from his area to 
coun tries in R. I.L.'s sphere of interest, and to try to 
induce importers to stipu late shipment per R.I.L. to their 
overseas suppliers. 

JOHANNESBURG 
T he biggest city in South Africa, with a population of 
over one million, Johanflesburg rates an office to itself. 
Cargo is booked di rect from the many So1,1th African 
companies which have their Head Offices the re . The 
Johannesburg Manager has the job of keeping his fingers 
on t he pulse of this main economic centre of the country, 
as well as maintaining contact with the seat of G overn
ment in neighbouring Pretoria . 

MOMBASA 
T he Representative in East Africa , Mr P. van Scha a rden
bu rg , says:-

You might describe this office as a listening post , an 
ad vance guard, a forward communications centre , in 
short: a tele-b ody of Durban. Operationally, we a re 
responsible for routing ships and filling allotments to 
best advantage in the Mogadiscio/ Mtwa ra range. This 
involves close co-ordination with agents, along the coast 
as well as up-country, at such places as Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanga, Zanziba r, Mtwara, Nairobi, Kampala and J inja. 
The last two a re home base for most shippe rs of cotton 
-primary export item on our routes. It follows that, 
complementing agents' activities, these visits also serve 
to promote relations with exporters a nd importers, a 
service that is much appreciated, our main trades (with 
the Far East) being highly competitive ones. 



Re presentative m W est Africa 

lFRICA 
"'hen they sent us the photograph published in 
!lger for Africa , however, extends a great deal 
:ls of the Representatives in East, Central and 
g:-

LAGOS 
M r H.K. van der Schatte O livier, Representative in West 
Africa , had some d ifficulty in a rranging for photographs, 
and we hasten to say that poor developing accou nts for 
the smudge on his face! His office is situated on the 
first floor (front) of the Holland West Africa Line 
building, and he works there with his secretary, Mr 
G.C. Agwaze, who joined R. I.L. in May 1963. 

The main task of the Representative in Lagos is to act 
as an extension/ off-shoot' for the General Manager for 
Africa by keeping in close contact with the Government 
and trade circ les of the eleven countries in the Daka r/ 
Pointe Noire range. 

RIL's Manager in Johannesburg, Mr A. f . Dijkstm, is sur
rounded by (left) Mr F.f. Thate (Marathon runner- see last 
August's issue) , Miss H . V. Flohr (reported to be secretary, 
telephone and telex operator, mailing clerk, filing clerk, recep
tionist, and last - but certainly not least- tea and coffee 
maker!) and Mr W .f . Schipholt. 

LAGOS OFFICE 

Mr C.C. Agwaze in Lagos, who joined RIL 
in 1963. 



View of tl1e old couvict uttlement at Kingston, with uninhabited Ncpean Island in the background. 

FROM PURGATORY TO PARADISE 

Mr W.D. Abadee (Sydney - Traffic) recently spent his annual leave on a remote, fascinating island: 

The "fasten seat belts" sign went on in the cabin of 
our DC4 so we knew we hadn 't far to go. 

In fact, it was not long before the plane banked sharply 
and as we came in to land, precipitous cliffs rising up 
from the ocean followed by ta ll , striking pines skimmed 
past the wings. So this was Norfolk Island! 

Here is a spot measu ring on ly 5 miles by 3, described 
in the advertising blurb as "the farthest island" . I 
never real ly got to understand what this meant, although 
just under I, I 00 miles north-east from Sydney seemed 
anyway far enough away from the ca res of the world. 
Norfolk is an Austra lian protectorate and is usually 
reached from Sydney and Auckland by ai r three times 
a week , although one can travel there by freighter, which 
sails about once every three weeks. 

The island is sub-tropica l and the average da ily tem
peratu re, even in summer, rare ly exceeds 80° Fahrenheit. 
It was uninhabited when discovered by Capta in James 
Cook in 1774, who named it after one of the oldest 
and most influentia l of Eng land's aristocratic families
Howard -of which the Duke of Norfolk was the head. 
The island was not settled until 1788, when Lieutenant 
Gidley King arrived from Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour) 
to establish a small convict settlement. Clearing of the 
island 's dense rain forests commenced almost immediate
ly, and efforts on the part of a number of free settlers 
to establish ag ricu lture met with some initial success. 
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However, by 1806, it was realised that t he island was 
hardly self-supporting and the population was stead il y 
withdrawn . By early 1814, the settlement was completely 
abandoned. It was used aga in, nevertheless, as a penal 
establishment between 1825 and 1855 for the worst 
types of convicts from New South Wales and Van 
Diemen's Land (now Tasmania). Numerous buildings were 
constructed in this era and many are stil l occupied to-day. 
With the re-estab lishment as a penal colony, it was 
clearly made known, particularly as a deterrent to Aus
tralian bush-rangers, that any criminal sent there would 
be "forever excluded from all hope of return" . For 
th irty yea rs it was the he ll-hole of the Pacific, a period 
of mu rder, mutiny, floggings and hangings. The island's 
name was, in fact, so feared that many criminals on 
their way to the gallows in Sydney were heard to remark 
"Thank God we're not going to Norfolk Island!" 
It is the fascination of t he many stories told of this cruel 
era, too lengthy to relate here, that draws one back 
time and again to inspect the ruins and other relics 
which to-day are still largely in a good state of repai r. 
Enlarging on this, a visit to Norfolk certainly would not 
be complete without a visit to the old cemetery . Here , 
convicts and sold iers lie side by side , good men and 
bad . 
Many tombstones are no more than lumps of rock, but 
those which bear inscriptions are worth spend ing some 
time at. The undersigned is shown in the accompa nying 



FROM PURGATORY TO PARADISE (continued) 

photograph at the grave of one convict, and whilst I 
don't know whether the deceased had any prior say in 
the ornamentation of his tombstone, he certainly seemed 
destined to have the best of both worlds- note the 
angel at the top and skull and crossbones at the bottom! 

This, then, was the era of purgatory. 

Following the withdrawal of all persons, apart from a 
small caretaker party. the island was again deserted for 
one yea r from 1855. Then in 1856, the enti re community 
of 196 persons from Pitcairn Island was persuaded to 
migrate to Norfolk, as they were ou tg rowing the resou rces 
of their original home. Pitcairners, as history of course 
so clea rly tells, were descendents from those of the 
famous "Mutiny on the Bounty" fame. In fact, to-day. 
many of the island 's inhabitants bear the names of 
their fo refathers such as (Fletcher) Christians, Quintals, 
McCoys and Adamses. 

Although only on the island for just under two weeks, 
it was not difficult to notice t he peaceful coexistence 
between the various inhabitants, which probably accounts 
for there being practically no crime or juven ile delin
quency. I wonder also whether the fact that no one on 
Norfolk pays personal income tax has anything to do 
with the harmony? 

The present population is about 1. 200, consisting of 
"islanders" and mainlanders- the latter being mainly 
Australians, New Zealanders, Americans and even one 
Dutchman ! 

For the tou rist of to-day, the atmosphere is an easy
going one. There are lagoons with clean white sand, 
crysta l-clear water, idea l for swimming and sunbaking, 
deepsea fishing for grouper, trumpeter and kingfish . 
Fishermen a re rarely disappointed-as one tour operator 
says. " No fish - no pay !" There are also the convict 
ruins, horse-rid ing and skin-d iving. 

A visit to t he glorious Patteson Memoria l Church, built 
originally as the Polynesian Mission Pacific Headquarters 

in the 1870' s, shou ld not be missed . The stone for the 
church was quarried on the isl and, the roof is of ca refully
selected Norfolk Island pine, the floor is of ma rble 
from Devonshire and the seats of specially-selected kauri 
timber. the ends of which are tastefully-decorated with 
Solomon Islands pea rl shell. 

There is. of cou rse , one other must. Th is is Norfolk's 
number one tou rist attraction and the main source of 
income- duty-free shopping. G oods in many va rieties 
from al l corners of the globe can be purchased here at 
about 50%-70% reduction on Australian prices. Unfo r
t unately, it d id not take my wife long to discover that! 

To-day, the island is probably as close to Paradise as 
one can get. It is unsophisticated and a spot where 
communication with the outside world is limited ; one can 
have not only a quiet holiday but one with a d ifference. 

We had many regrets when we c li mbed aboard our 
plane for the 5~ hours return trip to Sydney. 

Altemative destinations for Samuel Jones - see text. 

AGAIN STRAAT SOENDA 

She may have left RlL, but still the old ship provokes 
comment: this time it is from Messrs. H ayward and Ullett 
in Sydney, as follows: -

Apparently this K.P.M. vessel, under Capta in Kooper, 
arrived at Australia in January 1944 from the U.S. G ulf , 
operating on time charte r to the British Ministry of War 
Transport. In February the vessel sailed for Aden and 
returned again, still commanded by Captain Kooper, 
where a May sailing was arranged to Colombo with 
command by Captain J. Dijkstra . Returning from India 
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in J une 1945 (Captain Sikkes) the vessel was redelivered 
from the Bri tish Ministry of War Transport on 25t h July 
1945. Operated by Holland-Australia Line, the vessel 
sailed in August (Captain H. Koning) for Aden and Port 
Sa id . In August 1946 "Straat Soenda" arrived from 
India , sti ll under charter to V.N .S., and effected what 
would be t he maiden post-war India/ Australia sail ing 
for V.N.S. On 18th September, 1946, the vessel was 
redelivered to K.P.M. 

Many years later V.N .S. transferred their rights in the 
India/ Austral ia service to R.I.L. 



SAY IT WITH 

FLOWERS 

A floral greeting for 
Captain J oche m s 
a nd Purser Yip Pak 
in H o ng Kong's 
Ocea n Terminal 
when Tjiwangi arri
ved on 1st January 
( see also page 25). 

THE CUT DIRECT 

From Miss G. Blackstock (Filing & Mailing Dept. Sydney) 

" The surprises you receive in the mail these days! 
A s Miss Cowan of this department was opening the 
mail yesterday morning- the enclosed item fell out 
of an envelope from Port Louis, and just missed 
causing her an injury. 

I am not quite su1·e if it is meant to be the latest 
thing in self-opening envelope>· or that someone over 
there just doesn't like us! " 

Whatever was meant, Sydney would have their work cut 
out ..... . 

DOWN SYDNEY WAY 

Christmas was celebra ted with the usual gu sto in Syd ney, and 
on I bth December, 
St. Nichola s came to 
R.I.L., t o d e light the 
youngsters' hearts. 

W e hear that the 
a nnual dinner dance 
was t he usual roaring 
(is this the right 
word ? ) success, and 
as usual all shore 
staff w e r e highly 
appreciative of the 
warm hospitality re
ceive d on board 
TJ IWANGI. 

(Pizoto: Rruce l 'o/ain) 

COMPANY 

R .•• 1 ••• L ••• 
As seen by 

Durban Switchboard 
Operator (after 
endless enquiries) - Royal Information Lines 

Purser - Relax In Luxury 

Passenger - Regret I'm Late 

New Applicant - Reckon Interesting Life 

Managing Directors - Really Immensely Likeable 

CORRECTION 

.11r R .R . Ulfett (Sydney) will celebrate his 25th Ser11ice Anniversary 
on 26tlz February , and NOT in /uly , as anllOti/Jced last mo11th. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

W hen the staff of the Passage Department at HK M H 
sent a special PAF to Sydney. Passage, t hey little knew 
what a smart reply they would get. Their's read: "A 
Happy Christmas and a Merry New Yea r from All of 
Us", followed by sig natures. 

Sydney's reply: 

ROYAL 11\TEROCEAI'I LINES 

1r• • , SYDNEY PASSAGE DEPT. 
To ' HONG KONG M. H. PASSAGE 

o~,, ... 
o ... 18th December 1967 l•iliolo: JD f. C. 

SANTA CLAUS '·· ' yyy ... YOUR P.A.F • .... .. 13/12/67 

Subj., CHRI STMAS 1967 AND NEW YEAR 1968 l;:aclo.••• · r··· 
1 . We would advise the f ollowing:-
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LOG BOOK 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr W.M. d e H aan (Managing Director) returned to 
Hong Kong from Home Leave on 25th January. 

Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar (General Superintendent) 
flew to Holland from Hor.g Kong on 19th January for 
discussions. 

Mr H.F. Yeuge lers (Manager CT A Dept.) attended an 
ECAFE Conference at Bangkok in mid-January. 

Mr R.W. Schats was transferred from Durban to Johan
nesburg, and during the next month will take over as 
Manager from Mr A.J. Dijkstra, who will proceed on 
Home Leave. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 
3rd Officer G. Kolkman (leave) to Miss R. Meulenbelt on I st 
December at Dalfsen. 
4th Engineer J. Pleizier (leave) to Miss N. Chr. Tinge on 9th 
December at Kloosterburen. 
4th Officer C.N. Hoppenbrouwers (leave) to Miss J.M .C. Vermeeren 
on I 3th December ot Dordrecht. 
5th Engineer L.A.A. Borendregt (:cave) to Miss P.T. Kroon on 14th 
December at Hardinxveld-Giessendam. 
2nd Officer J.F. Vonk (leave) to Miss A.V. Jonas on 16th December 
ot The Hague. 
Mr C.G. Burgersdijk (Amsterdam) to Miss Ch. E. Donkers on 16th 
December at Bergen, N.H. 
3rd Engineer P.E. Rongen (leave) to Miss M.W.E. Kersten on 18th 
December at Heiden. 
5th Engineer B. Geutskens (Stroat Bali) to Miss G. Abbas on 20th 
December at Bloemendool. 
Miss M.H. de Groot (Amsterdam) to Mr C.F. Loorhoven on 22nd 
December at Amsterdam. 
4th Officer W.A. Vincente (Straat Le Moire) to Miss U.V-A. 
Magnusson on 22nd December at Solno. Stockholm. 
3rd Eng ineer J.W. v.d. Broek Humphrey (leave) to Miss P.F. Ruygh 
on 28th December ot Amstelveen. 
5th Engineer C.D. Roelse (leave) to Miss W.J.S.M. Consemulder 
on 28th December at Vlissingen. 
5th Engineer B.D. Planting (leave) to Miss M.A. Brandwagt on 29th 
December at Apeldoorn. 
Miss M.E. ter Meulen (Amsterdam) to Mr J.H.R. Smit on 29th 
December at Haarlem. 
Miss Chan Lee Neo (Singapore) to Mr Alfred Ong Kim Peng on 
30th December. 
5th Engineer H.J .H. Offermans ( leave) to Miss M. Teeuwen on 2nd 
January at Brunssum. 
4th Engineer B.H.W.K. Graven (leave) to Miss J. Wollman on 5th 
January at Giethoorn. 
Mr R.H. Bezuijen (Durban) to Miss B.P. Dowsett on 13th January. 

New Arrivals 
Mr Lim Hong Kim (Singapore): a daughter. Lim Kor Yee, on lith 
November. 
3rd Engineer W. Best (leave): a daughter, Monique Petro Angelique, 
on I 3th December. 
Mr Govindaraju Pillai Konniyappan (Singapore): o daughter, Chitra, 
on 15th December. 
5th Engineer B.H. van Lom (leave): a daughter, Marleen, on 15th 
December. 
Chief Officer J.J. Duit (leave): a daughter, Christel Petra, on 22nd 
December. 
2nd Officer D.F. von Woerdekom (Stroot Luanda): a daughter, 
Erika Frieda Francisco , on 27th December. 
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VISITORS 

Seen at the New 
Year's Day reception 
at Mr Reyneker's 
house: Miss T. 
Komata (Yokohama, 
Ag. Passage}. Mr 
T . Izumi (Kobe , 
Passag e ) and Mr 
T. Mokiuro (Tokyo, 
Mon . ), who all sailed 
to Hong Kong on 
Tjiwongi's winter 
cruise as liaison 
officers. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The sunny view drew many people to th e terrace. 

January I st dawned bright and fair in Hong Kong, and 
the sunny weather set the tone for the crowded reception 
of HK HO and HK MH staff at Mr Reyneker's house, 
when traditional good wishes were exchanged. This 
pleasant New Year custom was shared by the officers 
of Tjiwangi (Captain Jochems) and Straat Rio (Captain 
lneke), and many old friends were also present. 

Happy New Year to Mr Leung Man Hing ( now retired) a nd 
Mr Leu ng Kwok Hing of the J CO. 



TJILUWAH 

STRAAT SINGAPORE 

l 

BOISSEVAIN 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

BOISSEVAIN, TJILUWAH and STRAAT SINGAPORE 
were the recipients of broadcast messages from relatives 
in Holland on I st December. When the recordings were 
made, these photographs were taken at Hi lversum. 

The broadcast on 22nd December was directed to 
STRAA T LUZON and STRAA T JOHOR E, and in the 
back row of each photograph we spy Mr J. Versteeg 
who retired as Marine Superintendent at the end of 
1965. 

STRAA T LUZON 

STRAAT JOHORE 
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IN MEMORIAM 

J.F. GUTERRES 

Chevalier in the Order of Orange Nassau, 
1912-1955 JCJL/ KJCPL 

It is with great regret that we have to report the sudden death 
of Mr J.F. Guterres at his home near Osaka on 6th January. For 
twenty-nine of his forty-three years of service, Mr Guterres acted 
as t he Company's Agent in Osaka, and when he retired from 
active service in June, 1955, RIL was fortunate to retain his services 
as Advisor in the Kansai. 

TRIBUT E 

" I got througf1 the war unscathed", reported Mr Guterres to 
A msterdam-office in 1945 and left it at that. At a later date I 
learned tfwt f1e had gone througf1 many anxious moments when 
several fwwes along Yamamoti-dori (where he lived in Kobe) were 
destroyed by incendiary-bombs. One day f1e had to climb 011 to the 
roof of his home in order to remove part of a burning bomb. 

Unscatl1ed, but when I met him at Sannomiya-Station i11 November 
1946, I lwrdly recognised him. He had lost about fwlf of his 
prewar weigiJt. Food was scarce, and in Japan domiciled foreigners 
received jmt as little as the Japanese. IJut he had lost none of his 
vitality nor his keen interest in Company-affairs and in the wellbei11g 
of his many friends. One of his questions was: "When do you 
expect the f CJL to start operati11g agai11? Mind you, though possibly 
I don't look it, I am as fit as a fiddle and the sooner I am behi11d 
my desk, tl1e better I will like it." He !~ad to wait tmtil 1948, 
but ml!anwhile lu: was of great help to Mr Kruyt, tvho, at the 

SAILOR SALLEH BIN JARI K 

It is with much re gret that we have to announce the death afte r 
a short illness of Sailor Salleh bin J arik at the Singapore Mount 
Alvern ia Hospita l on 13th Dece mbe r, at the age of 49. 

Mr Salleh bin Jarik first joined K.P.M. se rvice as a sailor on board 
' Laiwui' in 1952, a nd after being posted on various K.P.M. vesse ls, 
finally served on board Straat Clare nce since last August. H e was 
a hard-working man who was well-liked by both superiors and 
shipmates. Our deepest sympathy goes to his three broth e rs and 
o ne sister in Singapore. 

time, represented the sl1ipping-section of the Netherlands Military 
.\fission (Tokyo) in tf1e Kansai. 

T he 1st of February 1948 mttSt have been a glorious day for Mr 
Guterres, the day when the management of the Osaka-office tvas 
restored to him. H e needed a staff mul the first man to join him, 
or rather to rejoin !Jim, was Mr T. Yamasilita ( tJO tll Yokohama
Agellcy), who was of prewar times. Soon after that Mr Cuterres 
engaged Mr M. Sakurai and gradually the staff grew . 

. \fr Cuterres, who joined tf1e JCJL in 1912, could draw from a 
rich experie11ce. If a problem should arise, in or outside Osaka, 
he remembered similar cases of the past a11d he would act or advise 
with a never- failing sottnd judgement. At the time of the Ishihara
and t!te N KKK-rate wars ( 1932 and 1935/ 36) he was feared and 
respected by "the enemy" because l1e had such excelle11t relations 
wit/1 tl1e Japanese shippers, that he got tl1e cargo. Sometimes a 
little too 11111ch, and thm he fwd to go on board to ask for very 
special careful stowage. Because of l1is tl10rough k nowledge of 
shipping, his experience, and at the same time his honest frtendslu p 
and 1letJer-failing cheerfulness, Mr Guterres tllas respected and ap
preciated by all those who had connection with him. T hat was 
why the RIL reluctantly saw him leave t!te Company in / 955. Em, 
after so many years of fait!Jful and det•oted service, he fwd earned 
a resr. 
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A rest , but Guterres did not altogether tiki! the idea. Partly l1e 
missed /u's work, but also because !te fwd had to say "sayonara" 
/o so many friends and contemporaries. T hey had lefi Japan on 
retirement or fo r other destinations. Guterres tllas 110t a matl of 
many words wf1en it co11cemed hi1nself, but I know t!tat he felt 
somewhat lonesome during the last years of his life. Apart from 
the absence of his many friends ftc fwd lost most of his relatives. 
But wf1enever an oldtimer returned to Japan, the two would mee! 
and indulge in reminiscences. Tho!e were happy moments for both 
parties. 

Sl10rtly after his ret.'rement a doctor !old !tim that his heart tvas in 
a no/ too sound condition and that he had to be careful . Guterres 
listened Jo the advtce and lived up 10 it, but finally it was his heart 
whic!t gave up shortly after his 74th birtlulay. 

Jan Guterres will be remembered by many friends, both i11 and 
outside Japan . 

J.R.v.O . 

MR P.N. FUERTES 

W e annou nce with mu ch regret the death in Hong Kong on 14th 
J a nuary of Mr P.N. Fuertes, Cle rk, Class Il l. H e ent e re d service 
with the Compa ny just twent y years ago and, after an in itia l period 
with CD, worked in the Accounts Department continuous ly, with 
a very short p erio d of temporary duty in AZ. 

Mr Fuertes was a quiet man , exceeding ly kind and friendly to his 
colleagues, and very loyal to th e Compa ny, who will be missed 
by his many friends in FB-Voorb. and elsewhere. Our deepest 
sympathy goe s to his wife. 



PERSONNEL 
' I 

NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
personnel who recently took up employment: 
Mr J .F. Krijt 

.. J.H. Docters van Leeuwen 

.. J. T eygeler 

.. H.L. Veltman 

.. van Heerde 

4th Officer 

5th Engineer 
Appr. Engineer 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

Our ~congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed exa minations as indicat ed below: 
Mr J.M.P. von den Akker 2nd Officer Th.l 

.. H. van Kapel Th.l 
G. Verkroost I 
G.G.J . Witkamp Th. l 
P. Leenheer 3rd Th.l 
J .F. Besier 4th II 
J.M. Clarijs Th.l l 
E.A. Nolten Th.ll 
F.H. Santman Th.ll 
J.T.M. van der Yen Th.ll 
G. van Beek 2nd Enginee r C 
R. de Best 3rd B 
L.H. Meyer B 
S.A.M. Bekker 5th A 
A.J.M. Claesen ASW 
W.J.M. van Eijndhoven ASW 
H.G. Franzen ASW 
J.M. van den Heuve l A 
H. Knip ASW 
G.V. Nijdam VD 
D. van der Pol ASW 
D.J.C. Scholtsz VD 
J.N. Sol Th.B 
F. Thijssen VD 

PROMOTIONS 

23-11-67 
13-12-67 
6-12-67 

21-12-67 
30-11-67 
14-12-67 
8- 12-67 
7-12-67 

13-12-67 
7-12-67 
8- 12-67 

30- 11-67 
7-12-67 

30-11-67 
29- 9-67 
18- 9-67 
16- 9-67 
19- 12-67 
13- 9-67 
II - 8-67 
16- 8-67 
26-10-67 
21-11-67 
24- 10-67 

Our congratulations go to the following office rs who were 
promoted to 5th Engineers: 
Mr A.J.M. Claesen 
.. W.J.M. van Eijndhoven 

H.G. Franzen 
H. Knip 
G.V. Nijdam 
D. van de r Pol 
D.J.C. Scholtsz 
F. Thijssen 

as from 29- 2-67 
18- 9-67 
16- 9-67 
13- 9-67 
18- 8-67 
16- 8-67 
26-10-67 
24-10-67 

and to the following who were promoted as from I st 
January, 1968 to: 
2nd O fficer 
Mr P.F. Bijl 

1• J.F. Vonk 
3rd Officer 
Mr P.A.R. van Dijk 

3rd Engineer 
Mr A.J .J. Bijman 

4th Eng ineer 
Mr W .G. Alberda 
.. P. Jansen 
.. B. Hoogstrote 
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TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Act. Captain A. Bikker, Master of SANANA went on intermediate 
leave. 
Act. Captain R.A. Coden, Master of MUS I was appointed to the 
command of SANANA. 
Chief Officer H.J. van der Wei was posted to MUSI as Act. 
Captain, following home leave. 
Captain W. Lautenbag, Master of VAN RIEBEECK was transfe rred 
to TJIBANTJET. 
Captain J.J . van de Riet was posted to VAN RIEBEECK following 
home leove. 
Captain H.L. von Dam, Master of TJIBANTJET went on home leave. 
Captain J.H.W. Voigt, Master of STRAAT FLORIDA was transferred 
to STRAAT HONG KONG. 
Captain B. den Hoed was posted to STRAAT FLOR IDA following 
intermediate leave . 
Coptoin Tj. van der Molen, Master of STRAAT TOWA went on 
home leove. 
Captain R.E.J. van Dijk was posted to STRAAT TOWA following 
home leave. 
Captain P. Starkenburg, Master of TJIBODAS went on home leave. 
Captain J .J.E.M. Bruyn. was posted to TJIBODAS following home 
leave. 
Captain G. van Altena, Master of STRAAT JOHOR E went on home 
leave. 
Capta in D. van Hekken was posted to STRAAT JOHORE following 
intermediate leave. 
Captain J.H. Mak was seconded for duty at HK HO (Cargo 
Handling Dept.) following home leave. 
Act. Capta in E. van Luyk. Master of SABANG was t ransferred to 
STRAAT HOLLAND as Chief Officer. 
Chief Office r P. Maas of TJITARUM was transferred to SABANG 
as Act. Captain. 
Chief Engineer H. Spruyt of TJIWANGI went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.R. Meyjes of STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE was trans
ferred to TJI WANGI. 
Ch ief Engineer P. de Frenne was posted to STRAA T MOZAMBIQUE 
following home leave. 
Chief Eng ineer H.J. ter Stege of STRAAT FREMANTLE went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer G. Zweegman was posted to STRAAT FREMANTLE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer A. Vink of TJILUWAH went on home leave. 
Chief En gineer D.J.B. Valk of STRAAT C LARENCE was transferred 
to TJILU WAH. 
Chief Engineer P. Bakker was posted to STRAA T CLARENCE fol
lowing home leave . 
Chief Engineer E.M. von de Yen of TJITARUM was transferred to 
HOUTMAN. 
Chief Eng ineer J.C.S. van Bijsterve ld was posted to TJITARUM 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.E. Kattenbroek of HOUTMAN went on home 
leave . 
Chief Engineer A. Geurts was posted to newbuilt STRAAT HOBART 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer J.R. Holman was reposted to STRAAT HOLLAND 
following home leave. 
Act. Chief Engineer H. Noort of STRAAT HOLLAND went on 
home leave. 
Chief Eng ineer C. Kru l went on home leave following detachment 
to HK HO TD. 



TRANSFERS SHORE STAFF 

Mr Lee Wai Tak, H. Employe R.S., was transferred from HK HO 
VZ to HK MH. 
Mr H.A . de Vink , Employe, was transferred from Durbon to 
Momboso. 

LEAVE 

The following pe rsonnel went on leave: 

Mr F.J . Broersmo 
G. l jtsmo 
K. Rome lingh 
A.E. Eckhordt 
T.A.J. Gulmons 
E.C .M . Jansen 
L.H. Regtop 
R. Wallenburg 
L.G.F. L. Glaubitz 
J.S. Versteeg 
J .Th. von Voorthuizen 
P. L.A. Lucas 
A.M.P. von der Avert 
H. Bouwman 
A. Sandbrink 
J. Kristel 
P.C. Meulmon 
F.H.J. Schlechtriem 
W. Westerhof 
W . de Zeeuw 
M.C. von Apeldoorn 
H. Boas 
A.J . von Klaveren 
W. Winter 

Those who returned are: 

Chief Officer 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
2nd Engineer 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Mr F.G . van Amersfoorth Chief Officer 
R. Edsen 
K.P.C.A . Gromberg 
F. van der Linden 
J.L. Nobels 
H.J .J . Kessenich 2nd 
C. von der Knoop 
A. Kruger 
F.E. Roelofsmo 
B.C. Steevens1 
G . Verkroost 
O.E.A. Vermeulen 

posted to 

Tjitarum 
Stroot Tor res 
Stroot Mozambique 
Straot Cook 
Tjibodos 
Stroot Clarence 
Stroot Clement 
Stroot Cumberland 
Houtman 
Von Riebeeck 
Stroot Lombok 
Tjitorum 

N.T.P.M. 
The following pe rsonnel we nt on leave : 

Mr D.Ch .L. von Amson 

Mr H.W. Persoon 

1st Officer 

3rd 

Those who returne d a re: 
Mr H. Besonger I st Officer 

Mr R. M. Stuiver 4th 

Mr B. de Groof 4th Engineer 

Posted t o: 

m.v. "Senegolkust" 

m.v. "Senegolkust" 

m.v. "Senegolkust" 

TRANSFER OF CAPTAINS 

Captain P. von Zolinge (Temp. Service) of m.v. "Senegolkust" 

terminated his contract of employment. 

Captain B.J. Hennephof was posted to m.v. "Senegolkust" 

following home leave. 

Mr C. von Vulpen 
J.F. Besier 
A.S.M. Bos 
F.C. Leliord 
J .R. Verwoerd 

.. W .A. Vincente 
G. van Beek 
D. von Huizen 
W. Spiering 
R. Kruger 

.. Ch . von Spronsen 
J.W. Derks 

.. J. M. von d en Heuvel 
G.H .J . von Echten 
C.A .A.J. Sinninghe 

Damste 
W.A. Mulock Houwe r 
J. Klerekoper 

3rd Officer 
4th 

2nd Engineer 
3rd 

4th 

5th 
,, " 

Adj. Chef 

H. Employe 

Stroot Johore 
Stroot Lombok 
Stroot Futo mi 
Silindoeng 
Stroot Cook 
Stroot Le Mo ire 
Stroot Freetown 
Tjiluwoh 
Tjitorum 
Stroot Holland 
Stroot Logos 
Tegelberg 
Tjitorum 
HK HO 
Yokohama (Man.) 

MK MH 
Singapore 

LEAVING ( OR LEFT) SERVICE 
Mr G.J. Hosmor 

J.M. Hoes 
J .A.W. Martens 
K. Renard 
A.V. Biermon 
P.A. Fopma 
A. Verhey 
J. Balder 
A.J. Schoe 
J. Kreunen 
Lu Hsin Chuan 

IN 

2nd Officer 
4th 

2nd Eng ineer 
3rd 

4th 

5th .. 
Employe (S.S.) 

MEMORIAM 
We announce with regret t he deaths of the following :-
G .F.K. Schmidhomer (retired Capt . KP M ) at Dordrecht on 8th 
December. 
J. von Dam (retired 1st Officer, KPM) at Vloordingen on 14th 
December. 
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L.F. von Stein (retired Hoofdemploye, KPM) at Hilversum on 16th 
December. 
Chr. F. Wilkens (retired Hoofdemploye, KPM ) at The Hague on 
22nd December. 
J.H. Woldringh (retired Chief Eng. KPM) at Amstelveen on 22nd 
December. 
lr. J . Bermon (retired Adj. Chef, S.M.P. KPM ) at The Hague on 
27th December. 
P.L. Zeeman (retired Director U.K. Priok, KPM) at Overveen on 
4th January. 

SHIPS POSITIONS 

m.v. "Senegolkust" eta Luanda 
m.v. "Congokust" eta Dakar 
m.v. "Zu iderkerk" eta A msterdam 
m.v. "Sioterkerk" eta Rotterdam 
s.s. "Westertoren .. eta P. Bukom 

s.s. " Muntloren" ?? 

H.V.M. 
SHIPS POSITIONS 

m.v. "Hollands Burcht" 
m.v. "Hollonds Diep" 
m.v. "Hollands Duin" 

m.v . "Hollands Dreef' 

eta 

eta 

eta 
eta 

Yokohama 

Kuwait 

Nagoya 
Japan 

13/ 2 
17/2 

20/ 2 

20/2 
25/ 1 
?? 

IS/ I 
15/ 2 
19/ 2 
19/1 
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