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SPECTATORS 

WELCOME TO FIJI 
See opposite and page 24. 

Plloto: Capt . H . M eyer 
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ROYAL BIRTHDAYS 

O .R.H. Crown Beatrix of the Netherlands 

celebrated her twenty-eighth birthday on 

31st January. 

Wedding plans are being made for I Oth 

March in the Town Hall and at the 

Westerkerk in Amsterdam. 

P!Joto: Eddy Posilttt/1/a dt: Rocr 

From tltc Editor 

RIDE A COCKHORSE 

One of th.e winning entrie~ in R.l.L. Kobe Photo Club's latest contest (page 33) was 

'Spectators' by Mr K.Ajita. From hi~ large photograph, we reproduce thi~ small study 

in concentration: father is absorbed , but the youngster has the gleeful look of one who 

knows a little more than the next man! 

TO HORSE ! 

Chinese New Year (page 34) gallol)cd in c.'\rly, according to the Western calendar, and 

brought with it more well-earned presentations for long and loyal service to R.I.L. 

(pages 34/ 5). 

HORSE- SENSE 

W e commend the 'Commandments' on page 38 to all R.I.L.'trs who deal with passengers. 

Contents, witlt tlte r:xct:ptio11 of articles derived from 
otftu publicatio11s, may be reprinted; acknotviedge· 
m e7tt of tltc source, Ito wever, would bt: appreciated. 
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Afrs Tertvogt rnt 1hr 1npe. 

On ti n unusually fine warm 
day, on 21st D ec e mb e r , 
lU.L.'s new ship, STRAAT 
FIJI, wt~s launched from 
Messrs Hitachi's Sakurajima 
shipyard by Mrs F . T erwogt, 
wife of R.I.L.'s Managing 
Director. 

The keel of STRAA T FIJI -
the third ship to be built for 
R.I.L. in Japan- was laid 
on I 7th September and the 
ship is expected to be de
livered in March for the Far 
East - South America Service 
(ASAS). 

Many RJ.L.'ers were present 
to watch t11e ship go down 
the slipway, and a very special 
guest was that old-timer, Mr 
J .F. Guterres, who served the 
Company for so long in 
Japan. 

Chief Engineer J.G. Mayoor 
is al ready standing by the 
new vessel, and the Captain 
designate is Captain W.H. 
Schroder. 
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FIJI 
(After which R.l.L.'s newest ship lS named) 

Aerial t'iet/J of the port of Suva It was taken a year or two back, w!Jetl the Van Noort -seen alongside - was 
sailing in the New Zen/and-East Asia Service. 

In the centre of the South-west Pacific lie the more than 
300 islands which make up the British Crown Colony of 
the Fiji Islands. Though the territorial limits cover some
thing like 270,000 square miles, the total land area is only 
7,022 square miles. Of this, 4,100 square miles is the 
area of the main island - Viti Levu - and here are the 
two main ports, Suva and Lautoka. 

The myriad reefs and islands were first sighted by Tasman 
in 1643, but Captain Cook was the first to land on isolated 
Vatoa in 177 4. Other explorers were close! y followed by 
traders, and what were once called the 'cannibal islands' 
have long since changed their ways. Frizzy-haired Fijiians 
and sari-clad Indians form the bulk of the population. 

Fiji has a mild and equable climate in which sugar grows 
plentifully; this is the main export, in addition to copra, 
coconut oil, bananas and gold. 
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An increasing number of airstrips on the islands, plus 
Fiji's own internal airline, are helping the growth of a 
thriving tourist industry. Visitors come to enjoy leisurely 
inter-island cruising in small freighters, to make the most 
of the temperate oceanic climate and exotic scenery, and 
to see something of the native life and customs peculiar 
to the country. 

The firewalkers on the island of Bega: the Kadavu island 
women who sing from a clifftop to coax giant turtles from 
the sea: the Kava ceremony in which this remarkable 
beverage is prepared from roots according to ancient ritual: 
these are all to be seen in the Fiji Group, which is sca ttered 
over 100,000 miles of ocean. 

Next month we shall be showing the special presents 
which have come from Fiji for the new ship, Straat Fiji. 



UNDER WAY 

. l 

This latest attractive photograph of Straat Futami, received from Durban, shows the ship comfortably 
down in the water, and well-established in the Far East-South America Service. 

This stern view shows the swimming pool on the poop deck very clearly. We have yet to see it with 
inmates - any offers ? 

FLEET 

T he charter ship Hollands Diep was redelivered to owners 

on 27th December at Dakar. 

Sigli was redel ivered to Messrs K.P.M. at the beginning 

of F ebruary, and will be time-chartered again for the South 

Pacific Service (SPS) for a further 6/ 9 months as from 

March. 

CHANGEOVER 

A fter nearly five years in R.l.L.'s Johannesburg office, 

Mr A.L. de Jong handed ova to Mr A.J. Dijkstra as 

Manager. An introductory party was held on 1st Decem

ber, at which Mr J.P. Egberink , General Manager fat· 

Africa, was present. H ere he is in the centre with Messrs 

De Jong and Dijkstra on his right and left respectively. 
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FACTS 

m.v. Schouten has been time-chartered from Messrs K.P.M. 
for one round-trip in the China-West Africa Service, to 
assist Straat Soenda. The ship will be delivered at H ong 
Kong towards the end of February and is expected to be 
redelivered early in August. 



HONG KON G 
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ECHELON 

E ver since 1898, the Star Ferry Company has been carry
ing passengers from Hong Kong-side to Kowloon-side at 
the narrowest point of crossing. Numbers nowadays are 
up to about 160,000 people each day, w ith vessels leaving 
at intervals of 3 minutes in the peak hours. This unusual 
-possibly unique-picture caught three ferryboats against 
a background of the N aval Dockyard, Wanchai, Happy 
Valley in the distance, and the heights of Hong Kong 
Island rising up to the clouds. 

Among the staunch friends of the Netherlands of the past four decades, 
we should include the author of the present book, not only as an 
expert on our colonial history, but as one who has taken the trouble 
to learn Dutch, as well as Portuguese, in order to consult works on 
that history where sources in English fa iled to present him with a 
true picture of what really happened. The results of his painstaking 
studies are an impressive number of works, not only on our part 
in colonising all over the world, but also on the role of our fiercest 
competitor of y6re: Portugal. In this book Professor Boxer has 

ffi-j\)Ll\1f-~ , ;<f>:i'lt.XJ!i~!i'[lJ!]\~0EltJl!E.Imfrti:tE;t: 

Will~ ~zmmHI~'iPKtt ~7i!J'L~~ • ffl. :tE ~ 7(:7\¥-J::fr + :t\1~~ 

A~~~•••·rr~~-~~~ · ~m~••~~~·~ 
rr- ::X o :tEJlt$•zJl,;Jtt:J.t • .;g: A PJ J?U!:fi11r=-~~i'fij'J'~ 

iE:tEAA:rr~ • ,HilBz'M'~~rHHfziiit~fifcl~ · ;~t~&~Rel-~±m 

Z.7H~ • ~1&~1$i~V\~Z.;J;:2fllJ o 

GLORY OF THE PAST 

C.R. Boxer "The Dutch Seaborne Empire 1600- 1800" 

(Htttcllinson, f-oudon, /965 , 50{-) 

brought together a wealth of information on our history which we 
would have the greatest trouble to cull out of the hundreds of 
publications used. 

The book is published in a series called 'The History of Human 
Society', and as the general editor, J.J. Plumb, writes in the 
Introduction: "the authors' . . . .. .. . . . .. aims will be to reconstruct the 
societies on which they arc experts. T hey will lay bare the structure 
of their societies - their economic basis, their social organisations, 
their aspirations, thdr cultures, their religions, and their conflicts, At 
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ARBOUR 

LINE ASTERN 

the same time they will give a sense of what it was like to have 
lived in them" . 
And so the author has arranged his ten chapters from the Eighty 
Years War, the evolution of a nation , through sedentary workers and 
seafaring folk, Pallas and ~1ercury, fort and factory to "The Golden 
Century" and the "Periwig Period" . . 

He shows a marked insight into what we may call the typiral 
mentality of the Dutch nation . Much that governed our actions to 
become identified as :1 nation still prevails, although we may lack 
foreign enemies to-day and may have to find one amongst ourselves 
in order to vent our national feelings! Still , it is not all praise he 
showers over our worthy and weighty forebea rs, who created a 
state within the very young state of the United Provinces when they 
amalgamated the various "Kompagieen van Verre" into the V.O.C. 
in 1602. Both the men that ran this unique organisation and the 
men that served it are vividly portrayed , together with the Empire 
they built overseas. In this building process, the Merchant Navy 
took a great - if not the greatest part. 
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In these days, even a 'Fragrant Harbour' needs a good deal 
of attention if it is to live up to its name! Every morning, 
Marine Department tugs tow small Rcets of sampans to 
selected position, where they begin their day-long sweeps 
for 'lapsap'. This rubbish, in recent years, has increased 
to proportions which makes it a navigational hazard to 
small craft. 

Work on the Central Reclamation IS going on lD t he 
background. 

The men that sailed the Seven Seas and had to fight their way against 
the official enemies of their country, as well as those that opposed 
their particular form of empire-building, may have been a rough lot , 
but they certainly did not lack courage or resourcefulness. For 
more than a century and a half of the period under discussion, they 
arrived where they were bound and brought back what they were 
sent out for. I n 1640 for example, there were eighty-five Dutch 
Indiamen in Asian waters, some of them in their fifth year away 
from home. A hundred years later, the riches earned overseas had 
allowed the U nited Provinces to hold about 23% of England's public 
debt , as was confidentially revealed in the House of Commons. 

The book is packed w ith the glory of our past and written in the 
vivid style of <he author, so well-remcmbcrcd from his other books; 
his valuable contributions in the field of our colonial history have been 
acknowledged by the conferring of an honorary degree fro m the 
University of Utrecht shortly after the War. Illustrations, appendices, 
a bibliogaphy and an Index complete this commendable combination 
of scholarship and literature. 



SAILOR ASHORE 

tl1e exciti11g beachfront - one of tile best w the country . 

i~~~ 

"!' .I ·" 
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H ere is Number Ten. in our Jerie.< of articles for seafaring 
folk in strange ports. The author, Mr Clive Hull, is no 
stranger to R .l.L. as he worked in our Durban office for 
just over four years . He writes about his home town:-

THE FRIENDLY CITY-

PORT ELIZABETH 
(R . 1.00 = 10/ - Sterling= HK$ 8.00 appro:r-) 

I'm prejudiced. I live in Port Elizabeth. And I love it. 

But visitors stepping ashore at this third-largest South African port 
for as little as two days still have a chance of relishing the touristic 
delights that this "Friendly City" has to offer. 

We'll skip the City itself, as shops arc shops wherever you go -
except that dothing is reputed to be cheaper here than in other South 
African ports. But before you even reach the City from the harbour, 
you' re right up against ;:n enormous 170 feet red-bricked steeple- the 
Campanile. Try climbing its 204 steps for a p:moramic view of the 
City and you will realise how the 1820 Settlers (in whose honour it 
was erected) struggled up Whyte's road. 

Yes , Whyte's Road is the steep hill leading from the Mayor's Garden 
in frottt of the City Hall (have a gargle at the fountain) to the beautiful 
St. George's Park. Here you can saunter around the twirling pathways_, 
splash in the swimming bath, sniff the orchids in the Pearson Conserva
tory that General Smuts loved so, or let loose on the swings. 

Around the corner in Cape Road stands a monument to compassion. It 
is a bronze group of ~ horse with a kneeling British soldier watering it. 
This is one of the few monuments in the world honouring an animaL 

For more history of the City, you'll find Fort Frederick on the hili 
overlooking the whole of Algoa Bay. It w;1s IJuilc during the -first 
British occupation of the Cape. 



The Donkiu Reserve, Memorial aud Lightholtse . The Oil aud Ore Basin is 011 the extreme right of the harbour. 

With this brief glimpse into the past, we now charge into the present, 
feel the pulse of the City. Here's what you can do:-

a) See the world-famous pair of dolphins at the Humewood Oceana
rium. They arc almost human. The star of the show, Haig, 
certainly is the world's cleverest mammal, and docs a greater 
variety of tricks than any living dolphin. Her age is estimated at 
four years and she has the agility of an Olympic athlete; her record 
leap so far is an incredible 17 feet above the surface of the water 
to snatch a fish. She has the nature of a clown and the personality 
of. a child. With Haig and her partner, Lady Dimple, performing 
wllh trmned penguins and a seal, you arc assured of a treat. 

b) Right next door you m:ty watch a fearless demonstrator wrapping 
snakes of every description round his neck. 

c) Visit the exciti ng beach-front- one of the best in the country. 
Crca~y sands, dreamy tans, breathtaking beauty on a beach-towel. 
The first beach from the City is King's Beach stretching from the 
breakwater towards Humcwood. Then Humcwood Beach, opposite 
the evergreen Happy Valley Park, provides you witll breakers and 
bikinis. Public tennis courts arc nearby. 

d) Further along the Marine drive at Summerstrand is another popular 
bathmg area - Pollock Beach (named before the successful cricket· 
ing brothers sprang to fame). 

c) fn more serious vein you may visit the General Motors or Ford 
assembly plants on the other side of town at North End. These 
arc really worthwhile excursions. You are driven around the 
factory in a trolley car, and will become absorbed in the manner 
in which cars arc assembled. (No souven ir handouts unfor· 
tunatcly!). Equally interesting is a tour inspection of one of 

Haig and Dimple wjoy Haig ·s f111IIIY act. 
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f) 

g) 

the tyre facto ries. Just phone them and ask what time you may 
con1e. 

Culture? The Art Galleries at St. George's Park should interest you. 
Films shown throughout the City . The "Little Theatre" on the hill 
for dramatics, as well as touring companies at the Fcathermarkct 
and City Halls. 

For more natural beauty, visit Settler's Park off Park Drive. In 
the spring, vast stretches of Namaqualand daisies and other delight· 
fully coloured flowers present a riot of colour. Here you will see 
indigenous buck and water fowl too. 

There arc some beautiful drives in and around Port Elizabeth. It is a 
simple matter to hire a car, and the following excursions can be 
recommended:-

A) Motor out past the Pollock Beach on the circular route past the 
Willows (holiday camp) to the little hamlet of Schocnmaker's 
Kop. This is one of the finest coastal drives in the Cape. Along 
the way arc innumerable swimming and camping spots, and one 
of the great attractions is the colony of monkeys which live in the 
bush ncar the golf course. (Remember some bananas). 

B) The drive out on the Grahamstown road le:tds through a myriad 
of vast new road-building schemes - seven miles our to the little 
riverside village of Swartkops. This has become a venue of im· 
portant rcgatCas . Further up the river is Rcdhousc, another pic· 
turesquc riverine suburb and yachting centre. 

C) Follow the Grahamstown road past Amsterdam Hock (a bit of 
old Holland transplanted to the mouth of the Swartkops River), 
and after a turn off the national road the sign posts lead you to 
the world-famous Addu Elephant Park, 42 miles north of Port 
Elizabeth. This is really something. Feeding time is around 4 
pm so get there early if you want to sec the ostriches chasing the 
elephants to the water hole. 

Had enough yet? 

By rww you might be a bit tired and you would like to have a quiet 
sundowner on the beachfront - both the Marine Hotel and the Beach 
Hotel have attractive bars and ladies' bars. 

Night Life? Try The Hong Kong or the Lotus Garden for Chinese chow 
and dancing, Macy's or the Bell for high class dining, the Skyroof 
(:Marine Hotel) for both. Many sailors prefer the thicker atmosphere 
at the Club International (The Big Beat) in Strand Street. 

:tou' ll find ~JUch more to see and do in Port Elizabeth, but your ship 
ts now makmg ready for sea, and you must return. We do not accept 
:tny liability whatsoever for causing any person to miss his ship due to 
his reluctance to leave Port Elizabeth . 

It's been great showing you around. Come again. 



Attending an Annual Dinner ran be a hazardous affair, as proved 
to be our participation of the "raasdonder - fuif' ' last December at 
the cradle of our navigational antics: the Kwcckschool voor de Zcevaart 
in Amsterdam. We shall skip the old boys' dub meeting, a noisy 
and tedious hour and u half, and need not extol the warming-up-to 
and partaking of large quantities of capucyners - met-spck, highly 
carminative onions in every form, to be topped off by zakkock-met· 
stroop. More than three hundred salts raised their voices, a decibel 
each. 

It was during the indulging in liquid refreshments that a honorary 
member of the Association dragged us into promising to have a 
look at the National Shipping Museum's latest acquisition: a world 
map made in China in 1674. And here we present the map and a 
few random remarks 011 it to our readers: 

The map is printed from woodblocks, 5-feet 9 inches high and 1-foot 
10 inches wido; there arc 8 such prints , mounted as Chinese scrolls. 
The world is represented in two hemispheres, covering 6 scrolls, and 
on each side of those arc the two "wing-scrolls" contai11ing four 
vignettes each; they give the user information on climate, the 
inclination of the poles, eclipses, geophysics and related subjects, n1an 
and animal, rivers and streams, mountains and hills. 

~: L·', .... "' ;~. · .. , . .... . 

A CHINESE 
The chart was made by a Jesuit, Father Ferdinand Vcrbiest, at that 
time director of the Astronomical Academy and the Observatory in 
Peking. Father Verbiest was born in 1623 in a little village called 
Pitthcm, ncar Kortrsyk. He was trained as a missionary but had 
also graduated in astronomy and geography, in order to be usefully 
employed at the Court. He left for China in 1659 and died in 
1688 :;t !'eking, having published a number of works on his sdcntil1c 
subjects which were printed by the Jesuit Press in Peking. 

As is marked on the map, he was commissioned by the emperor Kang 
Hsi in 1674 to produce this world map. 

It had to take the place of the 1584 map made hy his predecessor, 
:.tauco Ricci, who was likewise a Jesuit at the Court of China. 
Evidently Verbicst was in a much better position than Ricri to give 
an up-to-date picture of the world because of the much extended 
discoveries by the seafarers of Portugal and Holland and his knowledge 
of hoth these languages. Be,ides, there was a streak of cartographers 
blood in the Verbiest Iamily! In China as well, more material was 
available since the famous voyages of the Ming eunuch Cheng Ho , 
who made seven long ocean voyages between 1'103 and 1433 and 
whose exploits had been published and had inspired others 10 do 
likewise. 
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RLD MAP 
A glance at V crbiest's map shows us that he has apparently used 
obsolete European maps (of about 1600) to draw the Arctic and 
Antarctic regions. For Europe and the Americas, he probably used 
Blacu's world map of 1648 as is shown- amongst other things - by 
California being still an island. He must have been rather well
informed on the Dutch discoveries in Australia, as it is dear there 
that he used the information Tasman brought home from his 
1642 - 1644 voyages. His Chinese sources are very hard to estimate; 
it is evident from comparison with contemporary European maps and 
charts that he has used them widely to improve on his rendering of 
China, Japan and the Far East generally. But on the coasts of 
Australia also there arc differences and variations that cannot be 
explained but by assuming that there existed Chinese sources, since 
lost or untraceable. A dear example of that is in the fact that New 
Zealand is drawn as an island; Tasman in 1644 still thought it was 
part of the continent; only a century after the publication of Verbiest's 
map did the West learn that it was an island, following Cook's 
voyages of 1769- 1770. Here lies an interesting problem for 
someone to tackle! Vcrbiest divided the world up in two halves, 
roughly by the meridian of 140 E. Like Ricci, he was morally 
obliged to make China, the centre of the world, but since the Verbiest 
map was of another type than the Ricci map, he absolved himself by 
drawing the 0 meridian over Peking; actually he drew meridians every 
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lO degrees and avoided the 0 meridian by drawing the 355, the 5, 
the 15 etc. The longitude is indicated on the equator every 5 
degrees in Chinese numerals, 360 to be found on the west coast of 
Celebes (Sulawt-si). Latitude parallels are drawn every 10 degrees 
and Cancer and Capricorn in a double line. On the inner circumna
vigating circle are indirations of the duration of the longest day on 
the northern half and the night on the southern half at the appropriate 
latitude. 

The Vcrbicst map must have filled a real need in those days; the 
experiment was never repeated until very recent times, and we know 
of at least three ,later editions of the same map, although from freshly 
cut blocks. There is the Canton edition of 1856 ,md the Seoul 
(Korea) edition of 1860, of roughly the same size, and an unknown 
publisher put out a smaller size edition (3 feet 10 inches by 2 feet 
9 inches; 3 sheets) in the same 19th century. 

Not half 
in some 
Museum 

a dozen of the original maps arc known to exist in Europe; 
cases the two "wing-scrolls" are mtssmg and the British 
only has the three scrolls covering the eastern hemisphere. 

\V e shall endeavour to discuss a certain area of this map in the near 
future. 

W.Z.1L 



RENDEZVOUS 

VAN NECK 

What the Americans have done in space has also been 
done by Van Neck and Tjiliwong in the Coral Sea! 

Van Neck (SPS) sailed from Singapore on 17th October, 
and Tjiliwong (NZEAS) two days later on the 19th. The 
rendezvous' was calculated to take place between 1200 and 
1300 hours in the Coral Sea on 29th October. 

W . H. Scilrodcr 

At 12.20 on that day, this photograph by Captain W.H. 
Schroder - and many more! - were taken at a position 
of about 12° - 046' S. and 152o - 55' E. 

Unfortunately, Van Neck has only cinecamera-fans aboard, 
so could not reciprocate with a photograph from the other 
side. 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

There were one or two catches in this year's compeuuon, 
and no one quite got full marks : The veteran Rolls Royce 
was carried on both Van der Hagen and Van Spilbergen; 
the Tobacco Exhibition was carried on Straat Fremantle 
to Japan, and transferred to Boissevain; there were three 
R.I.L. ships in Sydney Harbour on 3rd May- 4 more 
were sailing in the 'Combination'; Tjikampek (not Straat 
Freetown) carried a pet monkey. 

Our congratulations to Mr K. D ick Lie (HK HO ND) 
who wins for the second year running. Runners-up were:-

Mr R.A.E. Gunby (Sydney) 
Mr G.Th.M. Sweijen (HK HO VZ). 

All three have received a prize. 

For those who are interested, the correct answers are 
printed below : -

1. 27 
2. Straat Mozambique 
3 . China-East Africa Service (CHEAS) 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

/0. 
11 . 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
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1.C.T. 80 Punched Card Data Processing Installation 
3 (Tjiwangi, Clm·ence & van Diemen) 
'Loves from childhood' or 'Innocent young lovers' 
Richard Gunby and Jennifer Aldridge 
72 H ectares 
3 fos J.P.H.M. Breuls & A.E. Dinger 
v.d. Hagen & v. Spilbergen 
A species of swamp hen 
Republic of Somalia 
Offering of sacred branches 
About 100 miles north of Durban 
Captain W.A. Giel 
Stmat Fremantle & Boissevain 
Russia 
Nine 
Melboume 
Cheung Wah 
Pigeons, balloons, 'snow', streamers, tape.r 
None 
It disappeared in the Indian Ocean 
None 
Stroot fohore 



KOBE PROTO CLUB 

' Hurry Up! ' Y. Matwmtwa 

W e have come to expect really first-class pictures from the 

R.I.L. Kobe Photo Club, and these three winning entries 

in their recent Autumn Contest do noth ing to lessen our 

confidence. 

-

-- "'=~--._,_ -

... .. .. _.. _ 

' Fishing ' 

Y . .HorisiJita 
( Sunset ' 

Results were as follows : -
1st - Mr K. Ajita 
2nd - Mr Y. Morishita 
3rd Mr K. Ajita 
4th - Mr Y. Matsumura 
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Chu Choy Kwok P:~k Lam Fook Lau Chung Wong Man Yiu 
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ANNIVERSARY 

PRESENTATIONS 

Five crew members have completed twenty-five year's 
service with the Company this year, and were presented 
with inscribed watches at Chinese New Year. Their names 
are as follows:-

Slzip Name Rank 

Ruys Kwok Pak Sailor AB 

Lau Ch ung Boatswain 

*01'i.JM~-*$m!Ji5Gl!. • ilt!Mli&:tE .if;: ~PJ RFH~~tB® 
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Wong Man Yiu Pantryman (CPS) 
~~- ~ • • * ~ § Tjiluwah Lam Fook No. 1 Fireman 

Tjipondok Chu Choy Steward Sr. 

When the watches were presented on 21st January, Ruys 
was on her way to Mauritius from Durban, T jipondok at 
Port Swettenham, and Tjiluwah at Hong Kong for O.M.O. 

Congratulations to all five men for their long and faithful 
service. 
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KUNG HEI FAT CHOY 

At midnight on January 20th, the Year of the Snake 
finished, and the year of the Horse in the Chinese calendar 
began. All over the world - wherever two Chinese men 
met- was heard the greeting, 'Kung Hei Fat Choy' in 
Cantonese, or its Mandarin or Shanghai equivalent. 

Red-packaged lucky money, lai-see, was given by elders to 
the young, and by employers to their servants. The sharp 
crackle of fire-crackers drove away evil and signalled new 
fortune re-born. 

There wa~ little regret for the departed Snake but a warm 
welcome for the Horse, the symbol of peace and persever
ance. According to the Chinese Almanac, the forthcomi ng 
year will bring good weather, with sufficient rain hut 
without damaging typhoons. A bumper harvest may be 
expected, and people will live in peace. There may be an 
epidemic but it will not grow out of hand. 

So the year 4664 is under way, and we wish a very happy 
one to all our readers. 
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25 YEARS WITH R.I.L. 

Mr Yip Pak 

" Y ou started at the bottom and you have worked up to 
the highest position in the Catering Department of our 
Company - a very great accomplishment" said Mr de 
H aan to Purser Yip Pak at a fr iendly gathering on board 
Tjiwangi on 17th December. 

Mr Yip Pak joined the old J.C.J.L. twenty-five years ago 
on board Tjitjalengka, but this was not in fact the begin
ning of his sea-going career : he went to sea as a boy of 15, 
ten years earlier. The war years were not very cheerful, 
with Tjitjalengka converted to a hospital ship, and some 
of the years that followed were very hard-workng, with 
very demanding officers aboard the Straat Malakka, for 
instance, where Mr Yip Pak was first Temporary Assistant, 
and then Junior Grade Steward. Finally, he joined the 
ship of his career - Tjiwangi - as, first Chief Steward, 
then Maitre d'Hotel, and eventually the proud day in 1961 
when he became a Senior Purser. 

Speaker said that he had known Mr Yip Pak best in the 
old Djakarta clays when I 500 or 1600 passengers embarked 
and disembarked from Tjiwangi with the utmost smooth
ness, greatly due to his management. 

He had had a knack of getting his friends out of scrapes, 
got on well with officials, and contr ibuted g reatly to the 
good name of the Company. 

When Tjiwangi switched to the Australia run, his 
versatility showed to its best. H e was very popular with 
Australians- as was demonstrated by h is marriage with 
one of them! 

Finally, Mr de Haan thanked the Purser for everything 
he had done - for the way he had kept the flag flyi ng in 
many countries, w ith many different peoples, and for the 
spirit he instilled amongst his shipmates on board- and 
presented h im with an inscribed gold watch. 

In a brief reply, Mr Yip Pak thanked everyone for their 
good wishes, saying that he looked back on very pleasant 
memories, and then proposed a toast to the Company. 
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COMPANY 
GOOD WISHES 

MV ~UYS 

Many thanks Ruys for a really original card. There appears to have been some trouble on board with the water, but 
all those patient faces in the engine-room convince us that peace was quickly restored to Captain Voigt! 

vVe hope the chicken was tasty, the mermaid not too hasty, and return ·your good wishes for a very happy New Year. 

SHORE LINES 

When we received more than one answer of 
'Shanghai' and 'Hong Kong' to our December back
page puzzle, we took a hurried look again at the 
picture to reassu1·e ourselves that it was indeed Osaka! 
The stamp of the fapan Tourist Association convinced 
us , and it is left to Captrlin C. Baak (retired) -
again c1 winner - to give more details: 

" The building in the centre of the picture is 
Asahi Kaika11 Auditorium; the building is black 
with golden window frames . Annexe is the 
A sahi Shimbun (a newspaper) offices. The 
bright building on the left is a cliff of light 
metal and glass and called Asahi Building. It is 
a small city in itself, containing a big hotel with 
all its facilities. a theatre (largest in fa pan) , 
a Rmadcasting Company, shops, offices, etc.; it 
is topped off with a helicopter port and a tele
vision tower. Asahi Beer is sadly missing in the 
picture! " 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

Mr Yucn Koon Man (HK HO CD) to Miss Wong Yin 
i\lay on 12th December. 

New Arrivals 
To Mrs Yiu Patsy Lum (HK HO AP) a son, Patrick, 
on 9th December. 

To Mr J. Fricszo (Yokohama) a son, Hugo Pieter, 
on 27th December. 

PERSONALITIES 

~ 
~I I 

Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar, General Superintendent, 
returned to Hong Kong from Home Leave on 26th January. 

M r G .M. Pliester, Manager of the Passage Department, 
made a two weeks' business trip from Hong Kong to 
Singapore and India in the latter half of January. 

M r A.F. Veugelers, Manager CTA Department, made a 
trip to Bangkok at the end of January to attend an ECAFE 
Conference. ' 

Mr E.M. van Rhoon returned from Home Leave via 
Hong Kong at the end of January, to take over again as 
Manager for Japan. 



G BOOK 

SHIP'S PARTY 

This happy party on board the Ruys at Montevideo is to celebrate the wedding of Third Engineer / Electrician 
J.H. Kokshoorn to Miss Maria Luiza Bozzer on 15th December. Quite a few officers' wives were able to be present, 
as well as rela tives of the bride. 

We send our best wishes for the future to the newly-weds. 

'KINDERZEGELS' 

F or more than thirty years, an issue of 'Children's Stamps' 
has been made in the N etherlands in time for St. N icholas' 
Day on December 5th. A small surcharge is made over the 
face value, and the profits are devoted in various ways to 
the welfare of children. 

The 1965 10 cent stamp, issued on 16th November, bears 
a copy of a picture originally painted by young Jan Winter 
from de Krim. It will fit in nicely to the albums of those 
R.I.L.'ers who collect 'ships on stamps'. 

. ...... ~,---_-_,.._._ . ...,._.._._._~--.. -.---.----·.-..-..-............... -.,...._ ....... ... 
~ ~ • TEN YEARS AGO 1 
'.· I, 1st February, 1956 • 

~ ~ 
~ M.V. VAN NECK RESCUES COW I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 1 The m.v. "Van N eck" on her first visit to Hongkong, ;. 
I was fortunate in saving the life of a cow. Whilst •' 
~ the ship was tied to a buoy (a very prominent one: ~ 
~ A 1) her Chief Officer saw something floating in the ~ 
I water, which he first believed to be a mat. The ~ 
~ thing however was moving , and a closer view disclosed ~ 
1, that a cow was swimming m·ound in H ongkong ~ 
.- harbou1·. 1 

t The poor beast apparently had fallen or jumped off ~ 
~ a junk. The Chief Officer was able to engage a ! 
~ motorboat of A Wing to come to the rescue of the 
~ cow, which was thus towed alongside the ship. 
I, A cargo. ne

1
t was hlou:erded by af derricTkh anfdl

1
so ~he 1 • poor amma was otste to sa ety. e o owmg 1 

~ day the Harbour Police took the cow under its care ~ 
~ and tve trust that it will have been returned to 1 
I its rightful owner. We doubt however whether ~ 
~ this episode will have saved the cow fro m being 1 
~ ~~~~ ~ 

~ ~ ....... ............................................................................................................. ...,., ........... 
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STRAAT BALI 

STRAA T COLOMBO 

SHIPS OF T HE WEEK 

The last broadcast of the year 1965 was made £rom 

Hilversum by relatives ot officers on board Straat Bali, 

Straat Colombo and Srraat Cumberland. When the mes

sages were relayed on Christmas Eve, Straat Bali was 

eastbound on her way to Singapore in the ASAS, Straat 

Co~ombo was sailing northward from Fremant le towards 

Singapore in the INDIAS, and Straat Cumberland was on 

the East African coast in the ESAAS. 

STRAA T CUMBERLAND 

TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR TRAVELLERS f ! 

l. Thou shalt not expect to find things as thou hast them 
at home .. . for thou hast left thy home to find things 
different. 

2. Thou shalt not take anything seriously .. . for a carefree 
mind is the beginning of a holiday. 

3. ·rhou shalt not let the other tourists get on thy nerves . . . 
for thou are paying out good money to have a good time. 

4. Remember thy passport so that thou knowest where it is 
at all time., ... for a voyage without a passport is a 
traveller without a country. 

5. lllcssed is the man who can say 'thank you' in any 
lmtguage .. . and it shall be worth more to him than 
much advice. 

6. Blessed is the man who can make change in any currency 
... for lo, he shall not be che:~tcd . 

7. Thou shalt not worry. He that worricth has no pleasure, 
and few things are ever fa tal. 

8. Thou shalt not judge the people of a country by one 
person with whom thou hast trouble. 

9 . Thou shnlt, when in Rome, do somewhat as the Romans 
do. If in difficulty, thou shalt usc common-sense and 
friendliness. 

10. Remember, thou art a guest in every land . .• and he 
that treatcth his host with respect shall be treated as an 
honoured guest. 

The above was fotrnd lying in a telephone dil·ectory in H ong K ong by an R.l.L.'er (truly!) W e feel that 
many working in our Passage Department will be tempted to use it as a 'hand-out'. 
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' I PERSONNEL 

NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new 
R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment: 

Mr W. Winter 
Dr A.G. Basser 

SUCCESSFUL 

i\ppr. Engineer 
Ship' s Surg~on 

EXAMINATIONS 

O ur congratulations go to the following officers, r who passed examinations as indicated below: 

,\fr P. van Leeuwen 2nd Officer Th.l 23.12.()5 
, K.]. van der Veer 

" " 
II 8.12.65 

, P.G. Langcvcld 3nl II 10. P..6S 
H .J. Minderhoud 

" " 
Th.II 19 .11.65 

, W. Boot 4th 
" 

Th.rr 15.12.65 
, V .P. Mollinger 

" " 
Th.ll 16. !2.65 

, ).P. Kalma Ch. Engineer c 13 . !2.65 
, D.J. B. Va!k 2nd c 13. 12.65 
, E. Teulings 3rd B 30. !1.(,5 
, P.j . C"Stricum 5th ASW 20. 9.65 

l.R. Garrz VD 22 . 9 65 
, B. Plcizier 

" " 
VD 21. ~.65 

" 
M.C. Wildschut 

" 
ASW 2 1. 11.65 

LEAVE 
The following personnel went on leave: 

Mr H. Kamstra 
, H .T. Schaaf 

H.A. Klazema 
., A.L. Malcontent 

H .C. van dcr llijl 

3rd Offic~r 
4th " 
2nd Engineer 
4th 
5th 

Those who returned arc: 

Mr ] .L . Nobds 
, D.ll. den Brab~r 

, P.G. Langevcld 
, R.F . Backer Dirks 

, H.R. Bos 
S.n. Groen 

., F.).A. Hens 
, L. Krikke 
, Th.J. Ouwchand 
, R.'F. Janssens 

Ch. Officer 
2nd 

3rd , 
4th , 
5th Engineer 

Adj. Cl~~f 
H . Employe 

, 
Employe 

posted to 
m.v. Straat Colombo 

Eastern Trader 
{supercargo) 
Ruys 
Straat Cumbcrbnd 
Straat Colombo 

, Tjitjalcngka 
Sydney 
HK HO 
HK MH 
HK HO 

LEAVING ( OR LEFT) SERVICE 

Mr N.P. Dekker 
, \V .K.R. Huuwlng 
, F.). Andre 
, R.E. Hoogakker 
, J.W. Gcstd 
, Y. Kloost~rman 

, H.S . de Vries 
, A.J. de Koster 
, I-I. van dcr Laan 

Ch. 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 

Officer 

" Engineer 

39 

PROMOTIONS 

Our congratulations go to the following personnel who 
were promoted to Fifth Engineers: -
'-fr P .J. Castricum 

, l. R. Gaetz 
, II. Plcizict 

i\J.C. Wildschut 

We also congratulate 
promoted as from 1st 
Mr P.D. Algra 

, A .£. Dinger 
G. de Koning 
G. Kroes 

, C. 0. flcgcm;mn 
, L. l ngenlu yff 
, G. Bos 
., S. v.d . Heyden 

retroactive per 

" ,, 

rhe following officers 
January: -

to 2nd Officer 

, 
to 3rd Officer 

, 
to 2nd Engineer 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND C HIEF E N GINEERS 

20.9.65 
22.9.65 
21 .8.65 
21.8.65 

who were 

Captain J. H . Mak, Staff Captain of m. v. T cgclberg, went on home 
leave. 
Chid Engineer A. Geurts of m .v. Straat rutami was posted to m v. 
Straat Florida. 
Chief Engineer D.M. A.). van dcr Gugtcn was posted to m.v . Stra:lt 
Futami followi ng home leave . 
Chief Engi neer (temp. service) B. Krage of m. v. Tjintgar:t terminated 
hi s contract of employment. 
Chief Engineer C. Schavcmakcr was repostcd to m. v. Tjincgara 
following intermediate leave. 
Chid Engineer F.M.H . Reekers of m.v. Straat Freetown went on 
home leave. 
Chief Eng ineer A.E . S;unan was posted to m.v . Str:~at Freetown 
fo llowing intermediate leave. 
Chief Engineer P. Rcuvers ,,f tn .v. Straat Cumberland went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer M G. de Wever was posted to m. v. Straat Cumberland 
following intermediutc leave. 

SHORE LINES 
On the back cover is a photograph of a place well
known to many R.I.L.-ers. If you think you can 
recogni ze it, please write to the Editor, heading your 
entry "Shore Lines- February" . The reader who 
names the place correctly will be given a prize. 
Shore staff of the area concerned may not enter. 
If more than one correct solution is received, lots will 
be drawn to decide the winner. 
Each reader may send One Entry O nly, which must 
reach the Editor by March 15th. The winner will 
be announced in the April Issue. 
See page 36 for the winner of December 's 
Competition. 

YE Ot.DE PA INT£fliE. L 'rO . 



LEAD 

CARGOES 
What and Where 

N 

D 

A 

s 

STR:\:\ T LOMBOK 

at Port Pirit> by tht> Brokt>n Hill :\HOCiattd Smrhtn Pty. Ltd. and carrkd in ingot from Australia to India in tb~ lndia·Aumalia Strvicr. 

SHORB LIN D 
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