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Over 100 Years Ago 

Five Years Ago 

Two Years Ago 

Fifteen Months Ago 

THE MARCH OF TIME 

- John Sanderson landed in Australia to open an 
office in Melbourne. Now, for the first time, 
Messrs John Sanderson & Co. have their own 
building (p. 105). 

- Australia planned their latest scientific achieve
ment, which is today photographed by Cor
respondent Bruce Polain (p. ro3). 

- It was announced that there would be a new 
Interocean House in Sydney. N ow we have 
pictures of the new building (p . 100-2 ) which 
has been visited by approximately 750 shippers 
and business associates. 

- 'Operation Facelift' was started. O n May 5th 
the reconverted T EGELBERG (B) sailed and the 
operation is now complete (p. 99). 

Ten Weeks' H ard Work - And the TJ IWANGI (A) rises, Phoenix-like, from 
the :~shes. (p. 104). 

Up-to-date - with the help of Ch.Off. C.J. van T uil, we give 
details (p. 106-7) of R.l.L.'s new innovation (D). 
N ew shipping developments are reported in 
'Spr:~y' (p. no). 

Hong Kong (C) 'springs into action' (p. !10 · 11 1 ) . 

Soldiers? Miners? Forty-niners? -see p. ro8. 

LEAVING PORT 

Aft~r being 'berthed with R.I.L. Post' for the last eighteen months, I am now going on 
Home Leave. As from the next issue, Mrs. J. Ramage will be in command. I am sure 
that, with the same constant help and support of you all , she will enjoy her ' Post' as 
much as I have done. 

Contents, witlz tlze exceptio11 of articles derived from 
other publimtions, may be repriuted; acknowledge
ment of the source, !JOwever, would be appreciated. 

L. M . PETTY. 



WITH FLYING 

Without fuss or flurry, the 
"'l'ef!;dbcrg" steamed out of 
H ong Kong in the warm 
evening of ~1ay 5th. With 
over fifteen months' cxpcricnrc 
uchind them, those responsible 
{or R.l.L.'s big r econversion 
programme took in their stride 
the work on this b st ship, nud 
the vessel left exactly on 
srhcdulc. 

The uright Rainbow Room, the 
comfortable Equator Lounge and 
the two de-luxe cabins, with 
their special dcsigllS and colours 
of Jacar:l1lda and Mimosa, 
distinguish the " Tcgelberg' '. 
For the rest, she is now lined 
up with the "Boissevain" and 
"Ruys" in bein g completrly 
m odernised and air·condition
ed. 

So ends "Operation Facclift"
Jive vessels 'as good as new', 
and a job well done. 

Plwto: K. Aiira (Kobe) 

COLOURS 

Photo: Clive Hull (Durba11) 

1 '0 · 1' l"j " }ICU1fl0n '<U'C 1 t Cou1pleterl 

Rainbotl) Bar famranda Cabh1 
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OPENING OF INTEROCEAN HOUSE, SYDNEY 

Although the Sydney Office moved from the old premises 
at 255 George Street to lntcrocean H ouse on 14th April, 
the official opening did not take place until Friday, 27th 
April. On that day, a number of prominent representatives 
of the Australian and other Governments and various 
prominent businessmen were invited by our Managing 
Director, Mr D. Reyneker, and our General Manager for 
Australia and New Zealand, Mr P.A. de Loos, to be 
present at the official ceremony of the opening by the 
Commonwealth Minister of Shipping, th~ Hon. Mr H. 
Opperman, o.B.E. 

Mr de Laos welcomed the guests, expressing his pride in 
the architectural contribution made by R.l.L. to the City 
of Sydney and in the fact that Interocean House stands on 
land which is steeped in the early history of the foundation 
of Austral ia, going back as fa r as 1788, when the site was 
occupied by a Military Barracks. After mentioning some 
further historic facts, he expressed his gratitude to the 
Architect, the Builder and every one else who had given 
his assistance in the erection of the building, Mr de Loos 
introduced Mr Rcyneker, who remarked that, although 
he had followed the route of earlier Dutch travellers in 
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The Minuter is presented with a silver cigarette case from Man . 
Dirs. From I. to r .: Mcurs de Loos, Opperman, Reyneker and 
His Excellency the Dutch Amhauador, J.G. de Rew. 

the 17th century, he had completed the ai r trip from 
Hong Kong in a matter of hours, as against their three 
months' sea voyage from the then Batavia. Mr Reyneker 
referred to the early assoc iation between Australia and 
Holland, manifested by such Dutch names as Arnhem 
Land, Cape Leeuwin, Tasmania, etc. and pictured the 
growth of this association, now evident in the considerably 
increased trade and sh ipping relations between the two 
countries and the large number of Dutch settlers who have 
found in Australia a new home country. H e mentioned 
the beginning of the K.P.M. Malayaf Singapore, Java, 
Austral ia Service in 19 0 8 with s.s. "LEMAIRE" and "VAN 
SPIL!lERGEr.;' ', followed by the s.s. "HouTMAN" and 
"TAs~rAN" and in 1928 by the s.s. "NrEuw HoLLAND" and 
"Nrww ZEELAND" and also the part played by Dutch 
shipping in the allied War effort. 

Since the amalgamation of K.P.M .'s ocean-going Services 
with J.C.J.L. in 1947 into Royal lnterocean Lines, our 
Company has steadily increased its shipping activities and 
network of Lines with Australia. Holland-Australia Line 
has increased its number of services, and S.M.N. and 
K.R.L. entered the Australia-Europe trade with their joint 

fn the afternoon after the openi11g ceremony, Mr Rey11eker, on 
behalf of himself and his colleagues in Amsterdam and Hong Kong, 
handed over to Mr de Loos one of the bells from s.s. T)IBADAK. 

A sequence of Managers. From I. to r.: Mr f. LameniJ, Mrs 
Lmnmers van 'foorenburg (wtdow of Mr L.v.T.), Mr A. van 
Bochot't! and Mr de Luos. 

Round-the-World passenger Services under the trade name 
" Dutch Mails". It goes with out saying that with all these 
increased and new Services, much more work had to be 
underraken by Sydney Office, so that the old premises 
(wh ich accommodated 39 staff in 1951 and II4 in rg62) 
became too small. " The fact that our Company erected 
this new building in Sydney, clearly illustrates", said Mr 
Reyneker, " the importance R.I.L. attaches to Australia and 
the confidence we have in it.' ' 

Mr Reyneker then invited the Federal Minister for Shipping 
the Hon. Mr. H . Opperman, o.B.E., to declare the build
ing open. 

Mr Opperman addressed the gathering, referring to the 
tremendous growth of Dutch shipping in Australia, re
sulting in an annual average of as much as 11 Dutch 
vessels passing daily through the Sydney H eads. He 
considered the new Interocean House to be tangible 
evidence of a Company willing to back the advance of 
a growing country. This, in return, implied an obligation 
on the part of Australia to give an assurance that faith 
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Filing & Mailing Dept. 

in Australia's future is well justified and that Australia 
intends to continue writing new, bold and outstanding 
headlines of zeal and ser vice progress. The Minister made 
special mention of the fact that shipbuilding is costly, 
maintenance is high, freight and passenger competition is 
fierce, charter rates have never been so low, harbour and 
port dues arc rising and air transport is tak ing its share of 
the market; consequently, shipping expansion today, in an 
endeavour to open up new fields, requires an accuracy of 
estimation, a patience, a faith and determination to an 
unparalleled degree. He elaborated on this statement by 
saying that there are approximately sixty Shipping L ines 
operating to and from Australia; there are for ty-five pas
senger vessels and sixteen passenger services and, like the 

E11trance Foyer. 

Mr Walter Amutrong . 

motorcar industry, it would appear, at times, that satura
tion point must be reached. T o give confi rmation of this 
he stated tha t, compared with 1948 when r ,479 ships entered 
and left Australian ports, in r96o, 3,400 nosed their way to 
the Australian coastline and away again. 
The Federal Minister for Shipping then officially decla red 
Interocean House open, expressing confidence that he was 
launching it into a long and successful commercial voyage 
in Australia. 
The oldest shipper by K.P.M.fR.I.L., Mr W alter Armstrong, 
then mounted the dais and recalled the excellent service 
and close co-operation :~lways experienced by his firm from 
the Dutch Lines. All present then raised their glasses of 
champagne and drank to the Company and its uew home. 

Accounts Dept. 

PASSAGE DEPARTMENT 
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G IANT TEL ESCOPE 

Towering high above a sheep paddock is the grent 2ro ft. 
wide dish of Australia's latest scientific achievement, a 
£I million radio telescope. 

The grassy area of the Parkes District, some 240 miles from 
Sydney, has been specially selected because of its fhtness. 
Special arrangements have been made with the Australian 
Government to prohibit the flying of aeroplanc.:s and the 
driving of motor vehicles in the near proximity of the 
telescope, to avoid electrical interference which would upset 
the machinery's delicate recording apparatus. 

The Parkes telescope is more powerful and accurate than 
any in existence. It took five and half years to build, and 
teams of scientists took about two years to work ou t the 
basic mathematical problems to be applied to an instru
ment that will track the stars with unique accuracy. 

The 'dish', which is simply a radio receiver, weighs ap
proximately I ,ooo tons. It is supported by a series of 30 
ribs attached to a strong central hub, and the designers 

have planned the balance so perfectly that only 5 h.p. 
machinery is necessary to rotate or tilt the dish up or 
down, independently or simultaneously. 

Further interesting technical items are: height from base 
to aerial cabin - r88 ft. ro". The 40 ft. d iameter centre 
steel plate is accurate to r / 8" parabolic, whilst the re
mainder of the construction, which is wire mesh, is accur:~te 
to a quarter of an inch. 

As a comparison, the world famous Jodrell Bank telescope 
in Cheshire, England, is slightly larger, being 250 ft. in 
diameter, but as this Australian replica is situated in more 
suitable surroundings, Australia's counterpart is expected 
trJ give better results. 

The unit is built to withstand roo mile an hour winds, 
and the cost of the telescope is being borne equally 
by the Commonwealth Scientific Research and Industrial 
Organisation and the Rockefeller Institute of America. 

BRUCE POLAIN. 



FROM 

ASHES 

TO 

ELEGANCE 

Misfortune has been turned to ad
vantage in m.v. TJIWAKGI. 

On the morning of February 7th, 
the public rooms and officers' ac
commodation were a sorry sight : 
charred walls and ceilings, broken 
glass , drooping pipes and scattered 
debris were all part of the damage 
camed the previous night b y fi re 
and water. 

This d ismal picture, however, did 
not d ismay our C a tc r i n g and 
T ech nical Departments, whose hard 
think ing, and even harder work , 
caused a revolution in the ship's 
appearance when she sailed from 
H ong Kong on April 18th. 

In order to show the contrast as 
vividly as possible, we asked our 
photographer to take new photo· 
graphs from approximately the same 
positions as before. As can be seen 
on this page, the redecorated , re
furnished (and in some instances 
redesigned) rooms have a splendid 
new look - thanks to all personnel 
concerned. 

From top to bottom: 

1. First-class lounge 

2. Entrance to library 

3· Bar 

4· Verandah 



THE 

MARCH 

OF 

TIME 

I n November, 196r a direct link with early Melbourne 
was broken when Melbourne 's wool buying firm and largest 
sh ipping agency, John Sanderson & Co., moved into their 
own premises for the first time in over TO::> years . 

The name of John Sanderson has been closely linked with 
the history and growth of Melbourne, with Australia's 
flourishing wool export trade and with the Port of 
Melbourne, ever since 1858 when John Sanderson landed 
From the Royal Mail steamship "EMw" anchored in 
Hobson's Bay as the representative of the family firm of 
Sanderson and Murray of Scotland. 

Wool buying was the company's main interest until, 1n 

r88r, the business was expanded to inc!udc activities as 
shipping agents. 

The firm occupied several premises in early Melbourne, 
until in d)86 it moved into a newly-completed building in 

DOUBTFUL DEFINITIONS 

A CAPTAIN is said to be a man who knows a great deal 
about very little, and who goes along knowing more and 
more about less and less, until finally he knows practically 
everythi ng about nothing. 

AN ENGINEER, on the other hand, is a man who knows 
very little about a great deal, and keeps knowing less and 
less about more and more, until finally he knows practically 
nothing about everything. 

AN AGENT starts out knowing practically everything 
about everything, but ends up knowing noth ing about 
anything, due to his associn tion with the Captain and 
Chief Engineer. 

William Street from where it has conducted the business 
until the recent move. 

The building they have occupied throughout the years is 
in itself an interesting landmark of early Melbourne, and 
the land on which it stands, still owned by the Church of 
England, is the former site of th: parsonage acached to 
St. James' Chu rch, opened for worship in r842. 

The company, as the largest shipping agency in Me:bourne, 
handling the greatest number of ships and tonnage of 
cargo for 17 shipping companies and other maritime 
interests, has been closely associated with the trade and 
commerce of Melbourne throughout its history. 

John Sanderson & Co. were appointed Agents for the Royal 
Packet Navigation Co. on the occasion of their first service 
to Austral ia in rgo8 and have continued as Agents for 
K.P.M., now Royal lnterocean Lines, sinct that timt. 

00 
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r. Vali~c just opening on deck 

LIFE 

For the first t ime, inflatable liferafts are being carried on 
an R.I.L. ship- m.v. TJITJALENGKA which has just been 
reconvened. 

T hese light weight rafts are a fa r cry from the trad itional 
heavy lifeboats still ca rried by most ships today. Seventeen 
of them are stowed on TpTJALF.NGKA's tourist-class pro
menade deck in large wooden boxes. Each raft is the same 
size and is designed to carry 20 people. 

T he name 'liferaft' is somethi ng of a misnomer , for (as 
can be seen in the accompanying p ic tures of the tria's 
abo:ml TJITJALENGKA) it is more like a large rubber dinghy 
with a bright yellow conical cover. 

To launch the rafts, there are two small cranes, one on 
the starboard and one on the portside. When preparing 
for launching, each crane is turned out until its head is 
level w ith the centre of an opening in the ship's rail. The 
liferaft (each in a neat valise) is removed from its woo~en 
case, and placed in a specially marked area u nder the 
crane. On the valise is a red lanyard. This is pulled oH 
to expose a li fti ng ring which is then placed over the 
cr:ute's hook and the raft is raised about five feet above the 
deck. During this process the raft infla tes, a nd it is swung 
over the ship 's side with the painters fastened to keep the 
raft close to the rai l. 

CONTAINED 

Two sea-anchors with line, one p::rmammtly attached to 
the liferaft and one spare. 

One bailer, one sponge and one jack-knife for every twelve 
persons the liferaft is permitted to accommodate. 

One topping-up pump, or on~ pair of bellows. 

Repair outfit, for repairing punctures. 

One buoyant rescue quoit, attached to at least 30 metres of 
buoyant line. 

Two paddles. 

Two parachute distress signals of an approved type, capable 
of giving a bright 1·ed light at a high altitude. 

Six hand flares of an approved type capable of giving a 
bright red light. 

One waterproof electric torch , suitable for signalling in 
Morse Code, together with one spare set of batteries and 
one spare bulb in a waterproof container. 

One approved daylight signalling mirror and one .rignalling 
whistle. 

One fishing line and six hooks. 

~ kg of approved food rations for each person the liferaft 
is permitted to accommodate. 

2. Fully inAatcd raft swinging outboard 



~TS 

Now, crew and passengers can embark. Thes:: rafts are 
st rong enough to be launched fully manned. It is neces
sary for every one to sit on the floor of the raft, with backs 
to the buoyancy chambers unti l the raft is bunched. A s 
soon as the r:tft is waterborne, a lanvard on the crane's 
release gear is pulled, and this d ise'ngages the liferaft , 
which must then be paddled away from the ship. 

It is not essen tial that passengers embark in the raft before 
launching. On non-passenger ~hips there will not always 
be the davits or cranes to lower the inflated rafts. In this 
case, the still-packed ra ft must be thrown overboard into 
the water, the painters being nttacheJ firmly to the deck. 
The action of throwing will start the inflation ge:tr and 
the raft will burst out of its val ise while inflating. The 
crew then jump into the ra ft , or into the seJ and climb 
tnto the ra ft afterwards. This is safer than leaving the in
flated raft on the deck in the hope that it will flo::~ t clear 
when the ship sinks, because of the danger of the raft stick
ing beh ind some obstruction and going down with the ship. 

It is to be hopeJ that ;here never will be occasion for 
these liferafls to be used , but if necessity should arise, 
then the people in them will fi nd ample lining> for thei r 
safety, as can be seen in the comprehensive list below. 

Most of these fit tings cannot be JamageJ by sea water. 
Those that might he are packed in waterproof material. 

r RAFT:-

Three rustproof receptacles, each containing 0.36 litre 
fresh water for each person the liferaft is permitted to 
accommodate. 

One rustproof graduated drinking vessel. 
Three safety tin openers. 

Six artti-sea,·ickneu tablets for each person the liferaft is 
permitted to accommodate. 

A waterproof copy of the " Instructions on how to survzvc 
on the lifcraft", in English. 

In a waterproof packing: 

4 emergency dressings No. 2. 

4 emergency dressings No. 3 · 

4 triangular bandages , with demonstration picture. 

10 mlls gauze bmzdage. 

2 tubes, each 50 gram, antiseptic cream for bttrn,· and 
lacerations. 

I pair of surgical sc1ssors. 

6 morphine syrettes. 

Opium Concentratum m metal container with directions 
for use. 

Instructions zn English. 

4· Seaborne, with painter still attached 

3· Crew embarking 
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GIANT REACTOR 

The s.s. AuiKERK (Holland-Australia Line) loaded an enormous reactor in H olland, consigned to The Shell Co:npany 
of Australia in Sydney. 

Unloading was delayed, due to an industrial dispute, the dockers declaring the reactor ''black" in sympathy with 
striking workers at the new £ 15 million Shell Oil reflnery at Clyde. 

Nevertheless the actual discharge was safely accomplished by the Floating Crane T itan (capacity 150 tons). 

The largest piece of deck cargo ever to bt.: shipped from Holla nd , the re:tctor's dimensions arc : Length 67'; W idth 
27'; H eight 2]'; Weight 147.6 tons. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr J.R. van Osselen, Managing Director, left Hong Kong 
on May 23rd on a combined business and pleasure trip 
to Europe. 
Mr W.M. de Haan, Managing Director, accompanied by 
Mrs de Haan, left Hong Kong on May 5th in m.v. 
TECELBEI\G for a short trip to Japan, retu rning on May 19th. 
Mr A.G. de Rooy, Chef Inkoop (Purchasing) Amsterdam, 
made a business trip to Hong Kong on May 6th, returning 
on May 25th. 
Mr C.W. Jercmiasse, Superintendent Engineer, HK HO, 
left Hong Kong on May 5th for a business trip to Australia. 
Mr G.M. Plicster, Manager Passage Dept. HK H O, left 
H ong Kong on May 15th for an extensive business t rip 
through Africa. 

LINE-UP 

T ruck chassis and buses on the p ier at Yokohama , for 
loading on to the STRAAT MozAMBIQUE on 27th April. T hese 
were part of a load of 140 vehicles and 4 buses for South 
Africa and South America. 

Photo by H . Oike (Tokyo) . 

ro8 

COMPAN Y 

OFF TO WAR? 

These soldier-like hgures rurn out on closer i nspcction to 
be comrades-in-arms. In the centre is Mr. F. Terwogt 
(now Man. for Japan) who, on 13th April , was taken round 
the Y:twata Iron Works, Japan's largest Iron & Steel 
Manufacturers. Yaw:tta supplied the protective clothing 
for the occasion. 

F rom left to r ight are Mr T. Usami (Tokyo), Mr Shib:tta 
of Holme Ringer (R.I.L. agents in Moji), Mr T erwogt, 
Captain Matsuda of H olme Ringer, Yawata and Mr J.Ph. 
Roosegaarde Bisschop (now on leave). 

. ·. 



Sydney's large Overseas Passenger Terminal is normally masked to the onlooker in Sydney Cove by the huge 
passenger liners I ying alongside. 

However, when the little SrNABANG occupied the berth from 26th - 28th March (creating a new record for the 
smallest ship to have used ir), the building was plain for all to see. 

OVERSIGHT 

When reporting on the find of a bottle last month at the 
Windward Isles (p.89), we omitted one of the most in
teresting points of the story: the bottle was dropped over
board by Mr de 1\ooy near the CanJ. ry Islands - on the 
other side of the Atlantic! 

O GBOOK 

WSAAS INAUGURATED IN AUSTRALIA 

When m.v. T;u.lwoNG called at Sydney in May , she in
augurated the new \~est-South-Africa-Australia Service 
from that port. A very successful luncheon party was 
held on board, to which prominent Sydney shippers and 
offic ials of the Department of Trade were invited. 

In this picture, Mr P.A. de Loos (Gen. Man. for Australia 
& N ew Zealand), with Mr A. van Bochove (late R.I.L. 
Man. & now Trade Consultant to Dept. of T rade) on his 
right and Mr W.S. Lowe (Asst. Sec., Dept. of Trade) on 
his left, p roposes a toast to the prosperity of the new service. 

R . I.L. ACTIVITIES 

With the departure of m.v. Roggeveen from Shanghai for 
W . Africa on 15th May, th e 'self-contained CHIWAS' was 
inaugurated. 

m.v. Schouten, after completion of discharge in W. Africa, 
sailed in employ from Africa to the Far E ast. The vessel 
will effect the August sailing from Shangh:1i in the self
contained CHIW AS. 

m.v. Van Noort will be the second vessel to be employed 
in the reorganized NZEAS, sailing from Hong Kong on 
24th May. 

M .V . STRAAT COLOMBO ADOPTED 

Schoal children in Holland have their own Society, the 
Nederlandsche Vereniging tot Adoptie van Schepen, 
through which they can 'adopt' a ship. T he Society's aim 
is to interest Dutch school child ren in sh ips and shipping, 
and this is done by means of correspondence, exchange of 
photographs and visits to the adopted ship. 
In the past, Royal Intcrocean Lines have not taken part in 
this scheme because our ships do not call at Dutch ports. 
m.v. STRAAT CoLOMBo, however, the Company's latest ship, 
has now been adopted by the Bussumschc Montessori 
Schoolvereniging and h ere is a group of children from 
that school, who were present when the ship was launched. 



SPRAY 
Shipbreaking shears 

T he mechanisation of shipbreaking is brought a stnge 
nearer by th e new German invention of hyd raulic scrap 
shears, of which more than 20 are now in operation in 
Europe. T he shears weig h 130 tons and stand 40 ft. high, 
and their maxim um cutti ng force of s6o tons makes them 
capable of an output of one ton of scrap every four m inutes. 
T hey can deal effectively with ships' plates s:ill attach-::d 
to beams ond fram es, reducing t hem to sections 4 ft . 6 in. 
by 2 ft. ready fo r th e steelworks' charg ing boxes. Cost : 
includi ng installation - abou t £wo,ooo. 

Television for Tankers 

N ew designs of mammoth tankers and enormous bulk 
carriers witl1 their b ridges aft, present new p roblems to 
pil o~s . Objects ahead of such vessels nre often ~c rcened 
from view from the britlge by the bows. 

Marconi"s Wireless T eleg raph Co. :Ire now claiming that 
closed-circuit television is the solution, :Jlld recent experi
ments made by them on two tankers indicate that this 
may be so. T hey fitted a camera in a weatherproof casing 
right up in the bows, with one monitor receiver in the 
wheelhouse and a second, with camera control gear, in th~ 
rada r room. W hen the ship was under way, small craft 
lying ahead and the ahead tugs were s::en clearly on the 
T .V. monitor, although they could not :~!ways be seen by 
eye from the bridge. After d ark, all lights, buoys and 
small craft were d iscernible on the monitor. 

Suffiated Ship 

A fter I I months of experiments and sea trials, the giant 
A MPHIT RITE- believed to be the biggest inflatable ship in 
the world - is ready for usc as a lender by C::~ptai n 
Cousteau , the renowned unde r-water explorer. 

T his u nique vessel is nearly 65 ft. long, 29 ft. 6 in . wide, 
and has a draft of less than I4 in.; it weighs less than 
6 tons and can be packed easily into :1 14 0 cu.ft. container ; 
the man-made rubber hull is oi l-resistant and virtua ll y 
unsink able. Except for the engine, no pa rt is too heavy for 

one man to lift. Two 300-h.p. diesel engines with H yd ro
jets can give the craft a maximum speed of 30 knots. T o 
maintain :Jnd clean her is simply a m atte r of w:Jshing the 
ou:side, and using an ordi na ry household vacu um-cleaner 
i nside. 

No Barnacles on her Bottom 

R .I.L. 's latest ship, m.v. STRAAT CHATHAM, is fitted with 
a T oxion System: a n etwork of pipes inside the hull emits 
toxic compressed air t hrough tiny holes, and this destroys 
shell fish and lllarine debri s that generally slow clown the 
speed of a ship. 

Crawling Caterpillar to replace Human H an ds 

E xperiments a re in progress in America with a prototype 
robot machine which c:Jn be used to prepare and pain t 
m etall ic surbces of :~ny shape, such as the side of a ship 
or the huge spheres used to contain l iquids and gases in 
industrial plants. 

T he machine looks like a small tank (about 3 f t. long 
by I-i ft. wide) and is equipped with caterp illar tracks 
which incorporate ti ny permanent magnets, allowing it to 
t ra vel on and cling to iron and stcd objecls in any position. 
f t is p ropelled by a small compressed air turbine, guidance 
also being supplied by a pneunutic system. 

The inventors believe t hat these robots will considerably 
reduce the number of work ing hours taken at present to 
p::.int the h ull of a s hip. 

New Ship Shape in H ong K ong 

A n unfamili :~r vesst.:l shortly to be seen in Hong Kong 
waters is the hyd rofoil craft now being bui lt in Japan fer 
H .K. owners, which will bt capable of carrying 76 
passengers. T he vc.:ss·~l w ill probably be delivered in late 
Ju ly and will be engaged in ferry service between Hong 
Kong and Macao. Wi th a maximum speed of 4:1 knots 
and a cruising speed of 35·37 knots , this craft seems likely 
to revolutionize travel between the two ports. 

A.E.R. 

Leo Tjoll mal(es 11 ion g /um p. Chcm Tak f-lung tvins the high jump. 

I!O 

A C1 

(Photos by Albert Leung 

R unning, walking, jumping - these were all 
part of the R.I.L. Sports Club's activities in 
Hong Kong this year, between 25th April and 
3rd May. 

Nearly thirty members of the Club competed 
in individual and team events [or the title of 
'Sportsman of the Year', on the Htad Office 
roof, in the University grounds and finally on 
the Io-mile w~lk from Shek 0 and back. 



LATITUDES 

(LESSONS FOR LANDLUBBERS No. 8) 

ROARING FORTIES 

This is the term originally applied by sailors to the an:a 
between 40° and 50° south latitude, the area of very 
strong, almost constant, westerly winds. These winds were 
the secret of many a fast eastbound passage around "the 
Hom" and across the South Atbntic to the Cape of Good 
Hope. Today, roaring for ties has become the general term 
for the pri ncipal trade routes of the North Atlantic and 
North Pac il1c Oceans. 

DOLDRUMS 

T hose parts of the oceans ncar the Equa.or where calms, 
light variable winds and alterna ting squaJi s with thunder
storms are prc\·alent arc called the Dold rums. B::cause o ( 
the uncertainty aboard ships saili ng through them, it gave 
rise to t he rather common expression " In the Doldrums," 
meaning a rather depressed personal condition. 

HORSE LATITUDES 

This 1s the name given to the regions· of comparatively 

high atmospheric pressure at both the northern and 

southern edges of the tradewind belt or in the vicinity of 
3D o both n orth and south. It is characterized by light 
winds and calms, particularly during the summer months. 
The term oriE) nated during the middle of the 19th Century, 
whe.:n vessels carrying horses from New England to the 
\Vest Indies were somet imes forced to j e~tison their live 
cargo, due to a lack of drinking water when becalmed for 
long periods. As a result, the Atlantic was frequently 
studded with the carcasses of dead horses. 

By liind permission of the Campau. 

L<rm Chi K{{Jong sprints to t/;e finish. 
From I. to r.: IVong Yat Hzmg , 
Cheng Shut H1111J;, 'tony Lok . 

~r Tse) 

The proud title of 'Sportsman of the Y < ar' 
was eventually won by Chan Tak Hung, 
followed by Tam Wing Chu and Lai Chun 
Man. 

Keen sportsmen will he able to read the 
details of all the events in the " R.I.L. Sports 
Club News", but meanwhile we show just a 
few action pictures of these stalwarts , whose 
energy must be applauded. 

U ! 



R.J.L. WEDDING 

Tl1e bride and /mdegroom wit/1 Mr J.f. 1'<111 Mour:k . 

The wedding of two R.I.L. Staff m embers of the Sydney 
office took place at St. John's Cnthedral, Parramatta, on 
17th March. The bridegroom, Mr K evin \Vard (Accounts 
D ept.) joined the Company in ry56 and the Bride, Miss 
Joan Goodyear (secre~ary to Mr J.J. van Mourik) in 1960. 

As Miss Goodyear came out alone from Ma nchester, 
E ngland , leaving her parents and relations i n 'the old 
country ' the problem of arra ngi ng a stand-in for her father 
had to be solved. Mr van Mourik agreed to perform 
this duty. 

So that fo~lll's family could enjoy her 'clay of days' the 
ceremony :~nd wedding reception were tape recorded . 

In his speech, Mr vnn Mourik li kened marriage to the 
launching of a new ship and expressed the hope that the 
happy couple would experience fa ir seas and good weather. 

A special overseas telephone call was arranged during the 
reception. 

The bride's first words to her h ome were: " Mother, we're 
married"! 

MR. YUEN KWOK CHING 

" Twenty-five years of good work" 

This is what Mr P.V.C.E. Liebenschutz recalled, when 
addressing Mr Yuen K wok Ching ( ~ ~ i'\t ) on the occasion 
of the celebration of the latter's 25th Anniversary wi th 
the Company. 

A happy gathering of all the office staff met in the office 
of R.I.L.'s Manager for Hong Kong and China. Mrs 
Yuen, Mr W.M. de H:wn, and several friends were also 
present. 

Mr Liebenschutz reminded his listeners that he himself 
was already in Hong Kong when Mr Yuen arri ved for the 
first time in 1937 to work, first as a typist in the Passage 
Dept. of J.C.J .L. and later in the Sta:istical Dept. During 

Mr de Haan congratulates Mr & Mrs Yueu. 

the last war Mr Yucn was in Chungking and Mncao and 
he re joined J.C.J.L. when the office reopened. H e had 
married in 1940. 

Mr Liebenschutz said that neither he nor anyone else was 
quite sure when Mr Yuen started in the H olla nd East Asia 
Line dcpnrtment, but that it m ust be at least TO years ago. 
The Company had grown, and w ith it Mr Yuen's re
sponsibilities had grown, so that in 1957 he was promoted 
to Special Staff. He not only worked hard himself, but 
also trained others to carry on w ithout m istnkes when he 
was not there. This augured well for the inevitable time 
when Mr Yucn would have to retire and when he would 
ha\'e the satisfaction of handing on to really weil-trained 
staff. Mr Yuen's ability to make friends easily was specially 
merltioned. 

Mr Liebenschutz then presented Mr Yuen with a "Jubilee" 
wristwatch from the Company. The entire office staff had 
subscribed towards various presents, including a tape
recorder, and there were also presents from Chinese agents 
and from the Dutch Lines. 

The Manager concluded by proposing a toast to Mr Yuen 
Kwok Ching. 

After congratulatory telegrams had been read by Mr W. 
Ruys, Mr Yuen thanked everyone concerned for their 
presents and good wishes, saying "At moments lik e th is, 
one feels a great deal more than one cnn find words for". 

II2 



GOODBYE CAPTAIN VAN DER BERGH 

O nce more we have had to say farewell to a rennng 
captain- this time Captain P.A.J. van der Bergh. 

On F riday, May nth, Captain van der Bergh was enter
tained by Ma naging Directors in Hong Kong at a luncheon 
in our Head Office. Senior staff members and senior officers 
from ships in port were also present. 

Captain van der Bergh, who started his career with K.P.M. 
in 1931 and was promoted to his present rank on July rst, 
1958, was much liked by both officers and passengers. 

In his a fter-luncheon speech, M r J .R. van Ossclen men
tioned particularly the umiring efforts ot the Captain to 
keep his vessels "ship-shape" and his capacity for leading 
officers and crew with authority and understanding at one 
and the same time. 

Captain van der Bergh replied with a few well chosen 
words, thanking Managing Directors a nd everyone else for 
all the cooperation he had received, and concluded by pro
posing a toast to the future wel l-being of R.I.L. 

The Captcliu signs the Visitor Boo/( handed to him by 
Mr van Ossele11, while Mr D . Rcyucker looks 011. 

On May 23rd Captain van der Bergh left H ong Kong 111 

t he "HANOVER" for Amsterdam where he intends to settle. 

D. KUIKEN. 

FORTY YEARS WITH THE COMPANY 

On May rst , Mr. K. Tamsrna, Adjunct Chef in the 
Amsterdam oHice, celebrated his 4oth service anniversary 
with the Company. 

At a gathering held in the office, at which Mrs Tamsma 
was also present, Mr H .E. Rouffaer reminded his audience 
of Mr T amsrna's many years of service, starting with 
K.P.M. and continuing with R.I.L. from 1948. He was, 
in fact, the seventh member of the '40 years service club '. 

Mr Rouffaer continued: -

" Mr Tamsma, we know that you arc by nature a 
modest man but on such an occasion as this , there is 
no escape from the limelight for you and your wife. 
Without decrying the work of others, we may say that 
a cashier is one of the most important men in every 
company". 

Mr Rouffaer went on to praise Mr Tamsma's knowledge ot 
staff members and his psychological insight into their 
affairs, and then presented him with a travelling case from 
all personnel and a pair of slippers from h is luncheon table 
colleagues. H e concluded by proposing a toast to Mr &. 
Mrs. Tamsma. 

Mr Poesiat fo llowed with the recital of an A.B.C. rhyme 
to illustrate the life of Mr Tamsma over the last 40 years. 
In replying, Mr Tamsma thanked everyone for thei1· 
cooperation and excellent team-spirit, adding that he 
always enjoyed h is work, even when exchange rates were 
fluctuating! 

At a dinner-party that evening, Mr L. Speelman addressed 
Mr Tamsma, saying that apart from praise of h is work 
as a cashier he also had great admiration for him as a 
human being, as an artist in living a well-balanced life and 
as the father of a much-loved family. A similar harmony 
was seldom encountered. 

Mr Speelman concluded with the hope that Mr T amsma 
would continue h is work with the same enthusiasm for 
ma11y years, assisted by his wife who had given him loyal 
suppor t since May 1922. 

Mr Tamsma itiSpects his present. 



IN MEMORIAM 

Ahhough the tit le docs not suggest it directly, this little hook might 
have been written especially for our readers. 

For we have had constant couta.:t with the overseas Chinese by virtue 
of the fact that , by taking the Chinese ovc1· the seas we ha,·c 
contributed largely to the m aking of Overseas Chinese! 

But to know the why and wherefore is a diffen•J\t matter altogether. 
When, and if we do want to know, there arc books that tell us all 
about it, but even the most inquisitive of our readers can hardly be 
expected to have found - and even less to have bought - all the 
books mentioned in the comprehensive list from which this one has 
been gleaned. 

Most of the useful information given in this book is on Malay" and 
Thailand, with some sound remarks on the rchn:onship of the 
Overseas Chinese with the homeland, be it in regard to their families 
or economic connections or JlOlitical affinity. 

Of course, when the Chinese emigrate, there is no divergence of 
their culture. The culttue of the homeland that proved strong 
enough to assimilate the ~iongols and the :\fanchus who overran 
China at one time, should be strong enough to withst~ntl any 
changes in environment or influence. This does not necessarily mean 
that the immibrrant docs not become integrated into the host c<>untry. 
Neverthclcs~, whatever the outward appearance there remains a 
Chinese at heart.; his insistance on having his children educated nt 
~ Chinese school goes to show that blood is thicker than water. 

MR A.A. VAN SANDICK 

It is with the deept:st regret that we have to 

inform you of the passing away of Mr A.A. 
\'an SanJick at the age of 63 on T 4th May, 
ryf12 in f\msterJ~lm. 

T he late Mr van S:1.mlick, president of the 
Nederlandsche Hamid - Maatschappij N.V., 
Di rector of several la rge Du:ch companies and 
a member of the Dutch Bankers Asso: iation, 
served on our 13oard of D irectors as from 
June 12th , HJ57· 

The bte Mr \'an Sandick had been :nvardcJ 
the Royal NcthcrlanJs dist inction: ' ' RiJ Jer in 
de oroe \'an de Nederl;mdsche Leeuw" . 

Mr van Sandick's outstanding abili ties and 
character will fm tvcr be remembered by those 
who had the privilege of working with him 
and knowing him. 

AN EXCLUSIVE CULTURE 

Lois Mitdti son : "The Overseas Chinese" 

(The /lotlley Head, Loutlou JC,l·u. InfGtl .) 

Indeed, the comb:ned waters of t he ;\'lcnu11, Mekong and Salween 
have not washed Chinese culture aw:ty completely. 

Amongst the postwar prohlems that beset the newly-independent 
countries of S.E. Asia , t he overseas Chinese and their exclusiveness 
was a serious one. Their position as traders and shopkeepers made 
them particularly viable to attack from the new governments whirh, 
uniformly, blamed the Chines" for the economic setbacks resulting
from their ow11 incapacity in runnin~ their economics . 

It is interesting to note how the Peoples' Republic reacted to the 
troubles its overseas Chinese got into; it was br less aggressive than 
one would expect from a country that could have (Jeen substantially 
tougher. 

In this book we arc pres: nted with a piece of dean-cut journalism, 
inevitable in the work of a forc i~rn correspondent of three leading 
conservative newspapers in England. There arc no highly coloured 
pictures, nor hrash insinuating hcmJlines. We adm ire the author for 
her objectiveness in stating the commun:st poin t of view and not 
judging it, as do so many of her collengu es. 

Of course, b:ing jouritalism , th e book leaves us without a picture 
of Miss Mitchison and wh:tt she thought :tnd felt whe11 amc11gst the 
people of whom she writes. 

W.Z.M. 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following 
new R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment: 

Mr H. Roorda 
, E. Veres 
, S. P. Vermeer 
, A.J. van Vliet 
, C. G.v. Zoest 

H.C.v. Mourik 

.flh Officer 

3~J Engineer (temp. service) 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, 
who passed examinations as indicated below : 

Mr C.W. de Jong 
J.L. Nobels 

, H.K.M. Schot 
, C.). Hondius 
, ). Birza 
, D. M eyer 
, H. 1\roort 
, C.H. Ondcrwater 
, H. Borst 
, I-J.D. Brocrsma 
, C. Hoi 
, E. Teulings 

2nd Officer 
, 
" 3rc\ , 

2nd Engmccr 
Jrd 

, 

LEAVE 

T h .I 

II 
Th .C. 
Th.B 
B 
A 
A 
A 

A 
A 

The following personnel went on leave: 

Mr G. Potharst 
, O.j.v.d. Raan 

P. Maas 
F. Mackor 
R .v. Willigenburg 

, H.W.M.v. Roy 
, H.F. Kroon · 
, 1-!.v.d. Mculcn 
, J. Jaspers 
, E . v . Draancn 
, I·I.J. Engels 
, !-I.M.M. Groutveld 
, E.L. 1-Ioogendoorn 
, D .W.D. Kelder 

B. Licvers 
, H. Meyer 
, T h .I.J. Mocrland 
, T j. Molenaar 
, J. Rab 
, M.C. Schorcmans 
, G .J .v. Veldhuizen 
, P.J. \Vouts 

R.C. Zwaan 
, G. Kastelei j n 

Those who returned are : 

Mr J .L. Nobels 

Chid Officer 
2nd 

.)I'd 
2nd Engi~eer 
:;rd , 
'Electr .;3rd Engi nccr 
4th Engi neer 
5th 

" 

" ' ' Adj . Chd 

pos1r:d to 

m .v. Snt AAT l\10 
TpTARU~f 

(>-4·02 
!8-4-02 
26-4-62 
13-3-62 
J0-4·02 
9-4-62 

27·4-62 
9•4-62 

27·3-62 
9·4 ·02 
8-J-62 

19-3 ·(,2 

, C.N. A. Steykn 
, J.J. Veldhuizen 
, H. P!as 

2ml Officer 
3rd Engineer 

E~1plo}:J 
Adj. Chef 

,, STRAAT VA!\" DIF.~f[~ 

HK HO 
lr E. van ' t Sam HK I -10 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captai n P .A. j .v.d. Bergh, Master o f m.v. STRAAT Moz.ntBtQUE, went 
on home leave prior to retirement. 
Captain W. Ruys was posted to m .v. S -rRAAT MoZA><BIQt:E follo wi ng 
intermediate leave. 
Captain J.D . Jelijs went on home leave foll ow ing h is posting to 
HK HO ND. 
Captain P. Algra, Master of m.v. TJISADANE, was p osted to m v. 
Sl'RAAT MA.CF.LHHN. 
Captain j. Jacobs, Master o f m.v. STRAAT .MACELHAEX, went on inter
mediate leave. 
Captain D. Procee, Master of s.s . T JIPOSDOK, went on intermediate 
leave. 
Captain D.C.~l. v .d. Kroft, was posted to s.s. T J!l'OXDOK following 
interm ediate leave . 
Acting Captain L.P . \Vcststrate, Master of m .v. T )ll'AX,Is, went o n 
home leave . 
Captain L.A. Cysouw , Master of m.v. SmAAT STNCAPORf., w~nt o n 
home leave. 
Captain Th . Rose was posted to m.v . STRAAT StXCAPORE following 
home leave. 
Captain R. )ungeling was posted to m.v. TJ il'AXAS fo llowing home 
leave. 

rrs 

LEAVING (OR LEFT) SERVICE 

.'vlr R. Banning 
, J.H. Nijhuis 
, H.J. Dekker 
, F . W . le Poole 

3rcl Eng ineer 

" '' Asst. Purser Jst Class 
own request 

Adj. Chef 

BACK PAGE TRIO 

Book normally kept on th e bridge of a sh ip 
for entries to be made in each watch -
every 4 hours - and signed by the 
Officer of the Watch. The book is 
countersigned each day by the Chief 
Officer and Ca pt ain . When m.v. 
TEGELBERG was being reconverted, Ch. 
Off. G.J. Noe locked the logbook in 
his cabin. 

Walker's - improvements have been made since 
the days of knots in rope, and one way 
of determining the speed of a ship 
nowadays is by trailing a long line with 
a brass rotor at the encl. This is 
connected to the wheel-like 'governor ' 
which spins round. By th is means the 
distance which the ship has travelled is 
recorded on a meter fixed on the stern. 
By connecting electrically, the distance 
can also be recorded in the chartroom. 

Timber a huge mahogany log, one of the two 
carried on the deck of the RocGEVEEN 
from W . Africa to Australia. T hese 
were once part of a 200 ft. tall t ree in 
Ghana. 

Y E OL.OE PRINTERIE, L TO . 
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PORTS OF CJ\LL: OSAKA 
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