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164 R.I.L. VARIA 
Short amusing stories by one of our regular contributors. 

x6s THINGS TO COME 

R.I.L. in 1995? 

PUBLICITY ON THE NEW AUSTRALIA-JAPAN-HONG 
KONG-AUSTRALIA SERVICE (AJHAS) 
Lion dance on board m.v. TpLUWAH; golf on board m.v. 
TJ IWANGI etc. 

R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

THE R.I.L. S.C. W ALKA THON AT HONG KONG 

I:!I participants (more than ever before) covering 1510 man-miles. 
Photographs by Albert Leung (HK HO VZ) and Peter T se. 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

Ship's figureheads of the past anJ future. 

Medical advice at sea, by Capta in F.J. Woudstra, Master o f 
m.v. STRAAT MADURA. 

Recently KL!\1 offered RIL two complimentary tickets from the Far East to Amsterdam 
and v.v. on the occasion of their DC-8 Jet Inaugural High: . :Mr Joseph W. Lee (HK MH) 
and your Editor were given the opportunity to join this Right, and readers will hear in due 
course about this experience. 

Furthermore, RIL Tokyo won a prize in KL~i's "Global Jet Contest", which was based 
on the number of air-passage tickets sold by KLM Agents during ~ certain period. The 
prize for this contest is also a trip to the Netherlands and ~ir M. Sakurai , RIL' s Agent at 
Nagoya, has been chosen to represent RIL's offices in Japan. 

Seven years ago this month , the first RIL Post was published. Considering the important 
role our House magaz ine has played in keeping over s ,ooo people "au fait" of happenings 
in and around RIL, and also its growth &om a four page )caRet into a sizeable 16 page 
edition, we do not wish to let this anniversary pass by tmnoticed. 

And since we are talking of years gone by you may also be interested in the following, 
which recently caught our eye in the "China :\fail's" column "From the files, 25 years 
ago'': 

" A. H. Veltman of 264 The Peak, was summoned for allowing his dog on 
Stubbs Road on September .r2 at 7.10 a.m. without a muzzle. A fine of Ss-
was imposed. " 



M.V. "STRAAT BANKA" 
AUSTRALIAN TRADE SHIP 1961 

The Australian Trade Mission 1961, for which- as already 
repm·ted - R.l.L. made m .v. STRAAT BANKA available 
on her regular lNDIAS sailing fom Australia in April 
1961, came a step nearer to realization when recently the 
official Prospectus was published. 

The very attractively designed Prospectus, which introduce.• 
the Tmde Mission to the Australian Exporters, contains a 
message by the Rt. Hon. John McEwen, the Australian 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade whiclt 
we take pleasure in quoting heretmder: 

THE Commonwealth Government welcomes the decision to send a 
trade mission ship to South-east Asian ports early next year. 

This is an imaginative venture launched by the newly-formed Australian 
Chambers of Commerce Export Council in co-operation with the 
Australian Manufacturers' Export Council and the Royal Interocean 
Lines. When I announced the decision to send the trade ship away 
next year I promised the organisers every assistance from the Department 
of Trade. 
Probably for the first time in Australian export promotion, commerce, 
manufacturers and government are sitting down together to plan and 
run an importan t project. This is surely the kind of partnership in 
export development which was the theme of the nat ional Export 
Convention earlier this year. 
The Royal Interocean Lines are making available the m.v. STRAA'I' BANKA, 
to carry a thirty-eight man mission and an extensive display of Australian 
products during the ship's normal scheduled run to Singapore, Port 
Swettenham, Penang, Bombay, Cochin and Colombo. 
The Department of Trade will provide practical assistance in Australia 
to the planning of the project, will arrange the publicity coverage and 
will place the facilities of the Trade Commissioner Service at th e disposal 
of the organisers. Substantial funds have been set aside for this 
project. 
The STRAAT BANRA will call at ports in countries whose total import 
trade amounted to over [1,700 million in 1959· Australia's sh:~rc of this 
trade was £so million. This was less than 5 per cent of their imports 
and only 5 per cent of our total exports. 
The South-east Asian area is developing rapidly and stambrtls of 
living in the area are rising. With this will come new opportunities 
for Australia to sell food, manufactured goods, c:~pital equipment and 
raw materials for industry. T o these must be added the growing 
market in Asia for technical services and for investment in manufactur
ing plants in the area. 
The need for export expansion is urgent and vital in the interests ot 
the nation and the interests of all sectors of the economy. The task 
is sufficiently difficult to need the best resources of industry, commerce 
and government. These are combined in the trade ship to South-east 
Asia which, I am confident, will receive strong support from producers, 
manufacturers and exporters throughout Australia. 
I wish the ship every success. 

(J. McEwEN) 



PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

This photograph, showing a 

fleet of small passenger 

launches (" walla walla's ") 

in H ong Kong harbour, was 

taken by Mr Albert Leung 

(HK HO VZ). 

Mr Leung received the usual 

award. 

R.I.L. VARIA 
In our April issue we published a11 article under the above 
heading. We hope that the following shipboard stories 
will also be of interest. (Ed.) 

When war broke out in Europe, strict measures were taken 
to keep ships' movements secret, in view of the possible 
appearance of raiders in Far Eastern waters. 

Once during this period, when one of our vessels was 
experiencing bad weather, a junior officer ven ured to 
remark to the Captain that the ship was rolling rather 
heavily. The Captain, looking sternly at the young man. 
put his finger to his lips and replied: 

" Ssst! don't talk about ships' movements! " 

This reminds me of another story in connection with the 
safety of a ship. One of our freighters once loaded a 
quantity of scrap iron in her spare bunker. Owing to an 
oversight, one of the watertight doors between the bunker 
and the boiler-room had not been closed, so that a piece of 
scrap iron was protruding a few inches through the door 
opening into the boiler room, which caused the engineer 
on duty to reply to the 3rd Officer's routine question, 
whether the engine was ready: "The engine is ready, Sir, 
but I am afraid that the ship is in an u nseaworthy con
dition". The object of this rather strange reply lay in the 
engineer's idea of playing a joke on the 3rd Officer; a few 
minutes later, after pushing the scrap iron back with a 
sledge hammer and closing the watertight door, he reported 
to the bridge that everything was shipshape again. 

The Captain, who in the meantime had also heard about 
his vessel not being "in staat de voorgenomen reis te 
aanvaarden en te volbrengen", unfortunately did not quite 
appreciate this joke. 

T alking about engine rooms, I would mention that year~ 
ago one of the most unpopular vessels among our Engineers 
was m.v. TJIMENTENG, because of the rather frequent 
breakdown~ of her machinery. 

It happened in those days that our Technical Superin
tendent, then a passenger on board one of our other vessels, 
was playing chess with the 2nd Engineer. 
The 3rd Engineer, known for his often witty remarks, 
noting that the Technical SuperintenJent looked likely to 
lose the game, considered it necessary (to the great delight 
of the Superintendent) to tell his colleague: "You had 
better be careful. otherwise you might find yourself on 
the TJI:>!E:-<TENG. 

T he same Engineer once went to a cinema with some other 
shipmates. 
Before buying the tickets, he made some rather mysterious 
purchases, namely a small tea kettle and a string of rope. 
When they came to the theatre, he insisted on scats on the 
balcony in the centre of the fi rst row; then, since it wa~ 
rather early, they went first to a nearby bar where they 
had some refreshment. 

Soon after the film show began, one of the party noticed 
that they had lost the tea kettle; not being too disturbed 
about it he took off one of his shoes, which he then tied 
to the rope and kept dangling in the beam from the pro
jector to the screen, so that an enormous shoe appeared, 
which caused considerable hilarity among the public. 

Shortly afterwards the lights went up and the culprits had 
to leave the theatre, but not before they had insisted on 
reimbursement of their ticket money, "the Manager - as 
they put it - having shown a complete lack of a sense of 
humour". 



SHIPS OF YES T E . R YEAR 

1.. 

The "Ship of Yesteryear" published in the October issue 
of the R.l.L. Post was the (first) s.s. TJisONDARI. 

This vessel, delivered on April 8th, I9I5, was built by 
the Kon. My. "De Schelde", Vlissingen. s.s. TJisoNDAIU 
was similar to s.s. TJIKEMBANG (1914), and both vessels 
were well known for their very fine appearance. 

s.s. TJISONDARI was broken up at H endrik-Ido Ambacht, 
in the Netherlands. 

Mr C. Boks, of Alkmaar in the Netherlands, is the winner 
of last month's competition and will receive the customary 
prize of HK$25. 

The vessel shown in the above photograph joined the 
J .C.J.L. fleet in the twenties under another name than 
originally planned. If you can recognize her please write 
tc the Editor, who would like to receive your entry by 
November 2oth. 

THINGS TO COME 

The year is 1995. 
Royal Interocean Lines operate from their new " auto
mationed " Head Office, which was completed the previous 
year. 
Electronic microwave transmission on super-high radio 
frequencies has made the old-fashioned teletypes obsolete. 
Television messages from Captains, Representatives and 
Agents all over the world reach the Head Office by day 
and by night. 
Behind his desk the Managing Director is facing a wall
sized television screen. 
At the push of a button all the messages which came in 
during the night appear on the screen. 
The Captain of the new superliner RuYs III complains 
that the all-vision screen in the command tower has had 
a breakdown and that he and his Officers have to keep 
watch on the bridge exposed to the, weather. 
The Managing Director dictates a memorandum for the 
Electronics Department (not to a secretary but to a 
memograph, which automatically writes down the spoken 
word), instructing them to see that an expert is rocketed 
to the next port of call. 
One of the Representatives asks for an extra vessel because 

he expects a brisk demand for space in the next months. 
Over the closed-circuit television the Managing Director 
discusses the matter with the Operations Department. · 
The Manager replies that he has consulted the electronic 
brain, which seems not to be in favour, because there have 
been previous instances when the Representative in question 
proved to be unduly optimistic. 
The Managing Director advises not to rely too much on 
the inanimate brain in these matters and to think matters 
over. 
The Manager, who is suffering from the after effects 
of the night before, decides to take one of the new mood
inducing pills, which have replaced aspirin, hoping that 
he will then see matters more clearly. 
The Comptroller and his assistant are having a discussion 
about a new accountin~ machine, which will deal with 
voyage accounts in 13 36 seconds. 
!he filing system is completely microfilmed, and the index 
1s kept up to date by another electronic brain, which 
furthermore sees to it that any document or letter asked 
for appears ~nstantly on the television screen (like the 
Managtng Director all Executives have television screens 
in their rooms). 

( Cont'd. on page 173) 

r6s 



THE LION DANCE 

During the first call of m.v. TJILUWAH at Hong Kong early 
October in the new Austral ia-Japan-Hong Kong-Australia 
Service (AJHAS), the passengers were entertained by 
members of the Luk Chi Fu Chinese Gymnastic Society, 
who performed the lion dance. 

Among Chinese folk arts, the lion dance- accompanied 
by an ear splitting rhythm of kettle drums and cymbals
is one of the gayest and most spectacular forms of dancing, 
in which the "lion" prances and cavorts through all kinds 
of captivating convolutions to the proddings of the "Big 
headed Buddha". 

This dance was at the height of its popularity during the 
reign of Emperor Chien Lung (1736 - 1795) of the Ching 
Dynasty. Legend has it that it was the Emperor himself 
who introduced the dance as a popular artistic performance 
in China. He was supposed to have seen a lion dance in 
his dream, and the impression it made was so vivid that 
it remained with him during his waking hours. H e asked 
artists to reproduce what he had seen in his dream in 
detailed drawings, and thereafter taught craftmen to make 
an imitation of a lion, etc. His body guards were chosen 
to rehearse in his palace in Pek ing with himself directing 
the show. Every antic of a lion's behaviour was imperson
ated and after long and numerous trials the performance 
was rea II y excellent. 

The Emperor was very pleased with his new creation and 
called for a show whenever there was an occasion for merry 
making in the Palace. In the beginning the audience was 
lim ited to the Empress, the Imperial Concubines and 
Ladies-in-Waiting; but after a while, acting on his principle 
of sharing his happiness with the people, he passed on the 
art to the great populace of C hina, who, to this day, stage 
the lion dance on many festive occasions. 

The photographs show two dance scenes and tile spectators. Tlu 
performunce was also filmed by :\fr H . lVt>avcr, who is at present 
making a new R .l.L. film, which covers Ho11g Kong, Japa ll and 
Awtralia. Mr Weave•·, w/10 aho produced the recent R .I.L . film 
" Latill Americt/11 Cruise", call be seen in tile foreground with his 
tvifc tnlkiug to a performer of the Lion Dance. 

I 



M.V. TJIWANGI IN T H E NEWS 
lt1 the September issue of the R.l.L. Post we quoted 
contents of a letter which the Lord Mayor of Melboume 
wrote to the Mayor of Kobe on the occasion of m.v. 
Tf!W ANG!'s first voyage from Austt·alia to Japan direct. 
We now take pleasure in quoting the Mayor of K obe's 
reply: 

Kobe City H all 
Kobe, 24th August, 1960. 

The Honorable Bernard Evans 
Lord Mayor of Melbourne 
Melbourne, Australia. 

Dear Mayor Evans, 

I acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your kind letter of 
28th July, r96o which was delivered to me by Captain 
J .M. de Bruijn of the m.v. TrrwANGI. I am most happy 
to learn that the TJIWANGI and her sister ship will be put 
in service between the ports of Melbourne and Kobe. I 
hope they will help promote friendly relations as well as 
trade between our two countries and two cities. 

On behalf of the people of Kobe, I wish to extend my 
greetings and best wishes to the people of Melbourne and 
to yourself. I also join yo.u in wishing good fortune for 
these two vessels and all the people aboard them. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Chujit·o Haraguchi 

Mayor of Kobe 

The above photograph was taken during m .v . TJIWANGI's 
fit·st call (II T okyo in her new service . Seen in the back
ground is Tokyo's well k11own landmark, the T .V. T ower, 
which, i11cidentally, also played a part in vessel's arrival, 
inasmuch as scenes of the TJIW ANG!'s first call wer( 
widely tra11Smitted from this station. 

\ 
1 

GOLF A / fl TH E 
T/IWANGI 

' 

F•·o1u fan Gall's 
Saturday cartoons in 
tl>~ Brisbrme "Couri~r 
.\Jail" (by pmniuion) 



R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

m.v. Straat Malakka will give an extra sailing from 
East and South Africa to Australia and New Zealand, 
leaving Capetown second half November. 

s.s. Karsik, upon completion of her present round 
voyage in ESAAS in November, will give an extra 
sailing AfricafFar East. 

m.v. Tjisadane is making a round trip Far East/ 
Africa v.v. in extra employ. 

The TJISADANE, which vessel was until recently 
regularly employed in the ASAS-Express (R.I.L.'s Far 
East-Africa-South America and v.v. Express Service), 
is despite her growing age very popular among 
Japanese emigrants to South America. 

The emigrants, who are specially catered for, usually 
feel much at home as the pho:ographs illustrate. 
From top to bottom: • departure scene at Kobe • 
dinner time • dancing and singing performances by 
the younger set on the occasion of crossing the 
Equator • popular deck games. 
~ 

When m.v. Sigli, under the command of Captain 
W.A. Breebaart, was en route from Sorong to 
Sandakan on September xoth, a prauw was spotted 
at a distance of approximately three miles, which by 
means of waving a flag and a table-cloth hoisted to 
the mast signalled for assistance. 

m.v. SIGLI immediately altered course and soon came 
alongside the Filipino motor prauw YouNG BATAAN, 
which vessel had developed serious engine trouble 
while sailing from one of the South Ubian Islands 
in the Tawi Tawi Group to another to barter her 
cargo of rice and sugar for fish. 

The YouNG BATAAN had already been drifting for 
four days, and the crew and passengers of m.v. Sxcu 
supplied the disabled prauw with fresh water, fruit 
and tobacco. 

Since the engine trouble was too complicated to be 
repaired on the spot by SxcLx's engineers, the vessel 
was offered a tow to one of the islands east of the 
Sibutu Passage, which was, of course, gladly accepted. 
Near the island Manuk Manka the towing rope was 
cast off, and the prauw was able to moor safely near 
the reef. 

»lll----+
ln the October issue of the R.l.L. Pott we reported 
that m.v. Tegelberg made a special call at Tristan de 
Cunha to embark a seriously ill woman and her 
baby. This call received wide spread publicity in the 
South African press, a few items of which we re
produce on the opposite page. The article in English 
appeared in the Cape Times and the story in 
Afrikaans in Die Burger on September 16th. 

The photographs were handed to us by Captain A.J. 
van der Heyden, Master of m.v. T EcELBERC. 
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SICK MOTHER T AI(EN 
ON BOARD IN 

6-HOUR SEA DRAMA 
THE liner Tegelberg (14,250 tons) arrived in Table 

Bay last night after leaving its course for a six-hour 
struggle in heavy seas to take a seriously ill woman and 
hel' two-week-old baby . on hoard. 
The transfer took -place in O~ders were glVen tor cargo 

mist and spray blown by high derncks to be swung out. and 
winds at Tristan da Cunha. ropes and hooks were l?wered. 

The Royal Interocean liner ~s another s~ell . earned the 
turned and ra,ced to the is land. hfeboat alpngs1de, 1t was m.ade 
where a South African woman. fast and hfted on to the Tegei-
Mrs. Shirley Olszewski, was berg's deck. . 
seriously m. in response to an Mrs. Olszewski and the crew 
SOS. were soaked by the heavy spray. 

On reaching the island it was The boat was then lowered 
found that the woman and her and went back to, the Tristania. 
baby were on board the Caoe When it returned with the two
Town crawfish vessel, Tristania. week-old baby the vessel was 
havinsr been taken off Tristan again hoisted on to the liner's 
before the weather deteriorated. deck. 

It is impossible to reach or Finally, after six hours at the 
leave the island in heavy seas. snow<apped Island, the two 
The Tegelberg arrived at day· ships pa1"ted. at. noon. 
break on Sunday. and imme-
diately moved towards the Tris-
tania, which waS' lying on tlie 
leeward side of the island. 

SHIPS' PLAN 
The wind and heavy swell 

prevented operations in the 
open sea. so the ·two ships 
moved towards the shore. 

The mas ter of toe Tegelberg, 
Captain A. J . van der Heijden 
and Captain Deacon. of the 
Tristania. battled for hours to 
find a spot frpm which a life
boat could be launched. 

Captain Van der Heijden told 
the Cape Times last night that 
the Tris tania finally moved into 
thick seaweed, which reduced 
the swelj slightly. 

"From there the Tristania 
managed to get a small boat 
away. The woman, who had a 
nervous collapse, lay in the 
bottom of the boat. covered with 
an overcoat. 

HALF A MILE 
"The lifeboat, powered by a 

small outboard motor. slowly 
made its way towards u s." 

The crew and passengers often 
los t sight of the tiny vessel as 
it travelled ne::~rly half a mile 
through the heavy seas. As it 
came alongside the Tegelberg, 
the waves almost lifted it out 
of the water. It seemed at first 
that !he effort would have to 
be abandoned because heavy 
swells continually carried the 
lifeboat away from the bigger 
vessel. 

Moeder, Kind 
Veilig na 

Woeste V aart 
'n Moedlge jong vrou het gister

aand velllg ln Kaapstad aange
kom mi. 'n rels wat die passasiers 
op die Tegelberg nle maklik sal 
vergeet nie. Die Tegelberg het . 
die vrou en haar klndjle by Tris
tan opgelaal. 

Die drama van Tristan. soos die 
passaslers dit noem, het drle weke 
gelede begin. Mev. Shirley 
OlszewSki het op die elland die 
lewe aan 'n seuntjie gesken'k. 
lets het met die bevalling ver
keerd geloop en albet se !ewe was 
In gevaar. 

Verlede Dlnsdag het die Tegel
berg die nood.oproep w.n Tlistan 
gehoor. Kapt. A. J . van der Heij
den het dadelik die Tegelberg van 
rigtlng laat verander om die vrou 
en haar k!ndjie te gaan help. 

Die see was te ~mstulmlg vir 
die Tegelberg om naby die strand 
te kom. 

Die paslent is in die woeste see 
ln 'n bootjle gelaai en die bootjie 
Is met baar en die bemanning en 
al uit die see gelig tot op die 
Tegelberg. 

Mev. Olszewski se vader en 
moede · bet van Kimberley af ge
k.om om hut nuwe kleinseun te 
ontmoet. Hulle was 'n uur by 
hul dogter In die siekekamer. 

··. · 

TIJe photographs, from top to bottom, show: " Trista11ia" in 
rough seas near the island • the " Tristtmia" close to tlu 

seatvud • a dinghy, carrying the sick mother, approaching thr 

TEGELBERG • dinghy alongside vessel for the Ierond time, 
bringing the baby . 



INTEROCEAN HOUSE SYDNEY 
In the March issue of the Rl.L. Post we reproduced a 
photograph of the modern building purchased by R.I.L. 
in the heart of Sydney, which is to house the Office of 
the Manager for Australia and New Zealand. 
In due course, another six stories will be added to the 
building, and the R.J.L. Post takes pleasure in showing 
readers the perspective view of the attractive and most 
impressive INTEROCEAN HOUSE to be. 

SPRAY 
s.s. ROTIERDAM of the H olland America Line - the 
fifth largest vessel in the world - will make a round-the
world cruise early in 1961, which will take 77 days. The 
liner will call at 19 ports and travel a total distance of 
25,758 miles. The trip will commence in New York on 
28/1 '6r; via the Mediterranean and the Red-Sea, the 
Rotterdam will visit India, Colombo, Singapore, Bangkok, 
Hong Kong (14-15/3), Kobe (r8-r9/ 3) and Yokohama 
(20·21/3). From there she will proceed to Honolulu, Los 
Angeles, and Central America, and return to New York 
on 14/ 4· R.l.L. will act as her agents at Hong Kong and 
in Japan. 

DENNY-BROWN stabilisers have recently been fitted to 
the Dutch Royal yacht " Piet Hein", of 120 tons displace
ment. The vessel was originally built for inland water
ways, but since the war she has been used by Queen 
Juliana and Prince Bernhard in the Mediterranean. 

A new type of lifeboat launching gear has been demon
strated in France. Winches and davits arc almost the 
same as the conventional ones, but the lifeboat is equipped 
with a new installation which keeps it free from the 
ship's hull - even when the ship has a heavy list. A 
construction with wheels enables the boat to ride over 
the side of the hull until it reaches the water level. When 
the lifeboat is clear of the ship, the crew can disjoin the 
apparatus by a simple manipulation. 

The CANBERRA will be equipped with 24 polyester (fibre 
glass Lifeboats, g iving accommodation for 3326 persons. 
Six of these will be 30 h.p. motorboats, with a length of 
36 feet; 16 will be ordinary lifeboats with a length of 
36 feet; and two boats of 26 ft. length will be equipped 
with engines of 15 h.p. 

A British F irm has received an order from the Union 
Steamship Company of New Zealand for the construction 
of refrigerated cargo containers. These will be used for the 
transportation of frozen fish from Auckland to Melbourne. 

At the end of June the new Head Office for the U.S.A. 
of the P. & 0.-0rient Lines was officially opened in San 
Francisco. At present the P. & 0.-0rient Lines have seven 
passenger liners operating in the Pacific Ocean, viz. : 
the ARCADIA - HIMALAYA - IHERIA - CHUSAN - 0RsOVA -
ORoNSAY - and 0RCADES. On December 3rd 196o the 
0RANIA, 40,000 tons, will sail from Southampton for 
Australia and the Pacific. In June 1901 the CANBERRA 
will join the fleet. 

Boeing Airplane Comp. has received an order from the 
U nited States Navy to build a II5 ft. H ydrofoi l craft for 
patrol services. This craft is destined for submJrine war
fare and will be equipped with two gas-turbines of 
3000 h.p. each. The cost will be $2.082.200 and construc
tion will take 2 ~ years. 

W.F.H.B. 

Captain E.M. Drukker, Master of m.v. TJINEGARA, sent 
us this photograph of the new swimming pool on board 
his vessel. 

m.v. TJI NEGARA, which vessel was employed in rhe ASAS 
Freight service, departed from Kobe on October 17th in 
ASAS Express. 
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SPORTS ON BOARD 

Reading about the records which were broken during the 
Olympic Games in Rome reminds me of a 4th Officer 
who joined J.C.J.L. years ago. 

The man in questioh was no mean athlete and according 
to his own story had been one of the fastest runners in the 
history of the Dutch 100 metre sprint. 

One Sunday, during Rijstta fel in Macassar, the 2nd 
Engineer challenged our athlete, betting five guilders that 
he would beat him by 5 seconds, running three times 
around the godown in front of which the ship was lying. 

A three man committee was formed, a stopwatch was 
borrowed from the bridge, and arrangements were made 
for some chairs and a table to be brought down on to the 
quay, which were placed in whatever shade could be found 
on a sunny afternoon in the tropics. 

The runners started in opposite directions and as soon as 
the 4th Officer had disappeared around the corner of the 
godown the 2nd Engineer stopped running and returned, 
whilst at the same time chairs and table were quickly 
taken back on board. The 4th Officer, triumphantly 
making his reappearance, still convinced that after the 
copious Rijsttafel the 2nd Engineer had not even survived 
the first round, found the wharf deserted. 

The committee maintained that the 2nd Engineer had 
won the race, to the great indignation of the 4th Officer, 
who, for days on end, kept airing his views about the 
apparent lack of character of some of his shipmates. 

Another sport in which the 4th Officer excelled was boxing, 
and two pairs of boxing gloves were prominently displayed 
on the wall in his cabin. 

Soon after his arrival on board he had established such a 
reputation as a champion, that no one ever dared to 
challenge him. 

A few months later a new wireless operator joined the 
vessel, who also happened to know something about the 
noble art of boxing. Next Sunday morning a boxing ring 
was rigged up on the spare bunker hatch, whereupon, to 
the delight of the spectators, Sparks managed to make short 
work of the 4th Officer. 

Shortly afterwards the boxing gloves disappeared, where
upon the 4th Officer became a much more likeable ship's 
companion than before. 

In the October issue of the R.l.L. Post we already reported 
that in official recognition of Mr T. Okazaki's services to 
Netherlands shipping and commercial interests, it had 
pleased Her Majesty Queen Juliana to create him a Knight 
in the order of Oranje Nassau. 

The photograph, which unfortunately could not be included 
in the October issue, shows (left) His Excellency N.A.J. de 
Voogd congratulating Mr T. Okazaki, who proudly shows 
the insignia of the high Order. 

Mr T. Usami, Business Manager of R.I.L. Tokyo, recently 
made an Orientation trip to Africa and South America, 
which included a visit to Bolivia. Although Bolivia has 
no sea ports, the country is of importance to R.I.L., 
inasmuch as many Japanese emigrants to Bolivia make 
part of their trip by RJ.L. The photographs show (top) 
La Paz, the capital of Bolivia, which, at an altitude of 
8ooo feet , is the highest capital in the world, and the 
snow capped mountains surrounding La Paz. 



THE WALKATHON 
The fourth "walking race", organized by the R.I.L. Sports 
Club in Hong Kong, was held on October 3rd and was 
again a great success. 
As in previous years, the starting point for the zo mile 
walk was the former R.LL. Head Office at West Point. 
In view of the large number of entries, the contestants 
started in three groups; the "newcomers", who were 
expected to take longer for the walk, commenced at 
15.30 hours, whilst the "veterans" did so respectively 30 
and 48 minutes later, so that every walker should reach the 
destination at approximately the same time. 
To discourage over-eager "runners", seven check-points 
were set up along the route where the time of each 
participant passing through was recorded, and in addition 
to that a number of "hidden" mobile checkers in cars, 
motor-cycles and scooters kept a constant watch on all 
walkers. 
Apart from the seventy men who completed the 20-mile 
course, eleven of the "fairer sex'' also completed a shortened 
walk of ro miles, which started at the mid-way mark at 
Repulse Bay. (Participants 1959: 57 male/6 female, 1958: 
33 male, 1957 27 male). 
Now the results: 
Gentlemen (from West Poim to Shek-0) 
fi.rst: Fung Shiu Man (MH) 3 hrs 44 mins 15 sec. 
second : Leung Shu Fan (HO) 3 hrs 51 mins 18 sec. 
third: Cheng Shiu Hung (HO) 3 hrs 52 mins 56 sec. 
Ladies (from Repulse Bay to Shck-0) 
first: Mrs. Lena Cheung (HO) 2 hrs 22 mins. 
second : Miss Angeli Chan (HO) 2 hrs 25 mins. 
third: Miss Anneke van Bijsterveld (HO) 2 hrs 28 mins. 
After reaching their ultimate goal, at No. II Shek-0, 
walkers as well as time-keepers and checkers were the 
guests of Mr Veltman for drinks and a buffet supper. 
Prizes to the first ten men and the first three ladies were 
presented by Mrs J.C. Zwan, wife of R.I.L.'s Chief 
Administrator. Mrs Zwan also handed the Challenge Cup 
- which is annually competed for by the Head Office and 
the Office of the Manager for Hong Kong and China -
to a representative of the Head Office which again secured 
the majority of the first six places. The Chairman of the 
R.I.L. Sports Club, Mr Ng Koon Man, then thanked the 
host for his hospitality, valuable advice, continued support 
and encouragement to the R.l.L. Sports Club. As a token 
of the Sports Club's appreciation, the Chairman presented 
to Mr Veltman a silver tray inscribed with the route of 
the walkathon and his own records as well as the winning 
times as from 1957, when the "R.I.L. Walkathon" was 
fi.rst introduced. 
In reply, Mr Veltman expressed his thanks to the Chairman 
for the kind words and observed that, judging from the 
increasing number of participants every year, the walkathon 
had become one of the R.I.L. Sports Club's most popular 
events, which he hoped would continue to take place in 
years to come. 

R.I.L. S.C.'s Annual Dance was held on October 15th at 
Interocean House, Hong Kong. In the next issue we shall 
publish some interesting photographs taken during this 
event. 



FAREWELL MR A.A.J.B. MASSEUR 
Mr A.A.J.B. Masseur, R.I.L.'s Manager for Japan, was 
the ~ucst of honour at a farewell luncheon on October gth 
at Interocean H ouse, Hong Kong, on the occasion of ·his 
impending retirement. 
Mr Veltman commenced his address by saying that Mr 
Masseur was one of those who had made their entire 
career - including the time he served as a ship's officer 
in the Far East. 
Throughout this period of 32 years, Mr Masseur ha<.l felt 
"at home" , and well adapted to local conditions in the 
Far East. H e had always been able to strike the right 
tone with his co-workers whether in China, Neth. Indies, 
H ong Kong or Japan and also with tht: many company 
relations he had been in contac' with. As a result of 
this, Mr Masseur had succee<.lc<.l in cre:ning much goodwill 
outside the office and within the J .C J .L. f R.I.L. com
munities, which refl ected not only on himself but also on 
the Company, which is so dear to him . 
Mr Masseur can look back on a successful career which 
had brought him to one of R.I.L.'s top-ranking positions. 
His qualities as leader of an important organization con
trolling a large area, have been to the benefit of the 
Company. 
Mr Veltman, conti nuing, stated that Mr Masseur had 
played his pan in making the Company what it is today. 
addiug that Mr Masseur always was out on achieving the 
best (or rath~r still "one better") for the Company. 
The past 32 years ha\·e not always been the proverbial be<.l 
of roses, but Mr Masseur no <.loubt can look back on his 
achievements with great satisfaction. 
Mr Veltman then made mention of the warm personal 
friendship he had always enjoyed from Mr Masseur, the 
great hospitality he and many others had experienced time 
and again, and of which he had the best memories. 
Also on behalf of h is· colleagues. Mr Vd tman gave ex-

Tllings Jo •·omt· (cOnt 'd . from pagt• IO) J 

The electronic brain is saving so much time that the 
working hours have been shortened. whereas vacations are 
much longer. 

Let us now visit the superliner Ruvs III. 

The passengers wake up to the sound of tiny phonographs 
built into their pillows, an<.l take a shower and massage 
with ultrasonic waves. 

All food is quick-frozen, whilst there is a wide range of 
synthetic foods with exotic flavours, hi therto completely 
unknown. 

The public rooms are heated, cooled and illuminated by 
wall panels. 

The Purser has just been pushing a button (dinner is over) 
which changes the colour of the light in all public rooms 
to a new colour " amok red " which has the effect of 
bringing the passengers into the right mood for the 
evening's entertainment. 

Guided by electronics, her movements reduced to the barest 
minimum by super-sensitive anti-rolling devices, the liner 
sails smoothly on a tumultuous sea. 

This is the shape of things to come! 
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Tile photograph shows from I. to r .: :\1r W .M. de Haan, Mr 
.,t .A.f.B . Masseur, A1r A .H . Veltnum aud Mr C. JV . f~rcmiassc . 

pression to warm feel ings of appreciation for all Mr Masseur 
had done for IU.L. in these many years and also for the 
way he had done it. Mr Veltman then asked all present 
to ·join him in a toast to a happy future of Mr & Mr~ 
Masseur and young Andre. 
Mr Masseur, in replying, recalle<.l that when he was a 
junior officer, a Captain had once called him " Karbouw", 
and also that as a shipping clerk at Amoy, he had once 
been two hours late to meet a vessel which had on boar<.l 
his future boss. T aking these facts into consideration , 
he thought he had nevertheless fared rather well. 
Speaker continued by saying that working for J.C.J.L.f 
IU.L., whether afloat or ashore, had always given him 
great satisfaction and on looking back he could say with 
conviction that he would not have liked to change it for 
any o·her career. 
Mr Masseur concluded by wishing JU.L. "Voorspuedige 
Vaart". 

These 
Photo~:raphs 
were 
taken 
by 
acting 
4th Engineer 
J. Hooymaycr. 
on 
the 
unique 
occasion 
of 
three 
R.I.L. 
vessels 
meeting 
at sea 
namely 
s.s. "Tjibodas''. 
m.v. "Tjim~nuk" 
at 
the 
right 
and 
m .v. "Tjimr ntcnl(" 
at 
the 
left 



SHIPS OF THE W E E K 

These photographs showing relatives of officers serving 
aboard m.v. STRAAT CooK (left) and m.v. STRAAT VAN 
DIEMEN, were taken at the Grand H otel "Gooiland" at 
Hilversum on September 8th, when recordings were made 
for the broadcast to the respective vessels. 

On November 1 Ith, the broadcast will be directed to m.v. 

RuYs as East Ship and m.v. TJINEGARA as West Ship. 

m.v. RuYs will be in the vicinity of Singapore on that date 

and m.v. TJINEGARA in the vicinity of Port Louis. 

R.I.L.. KOBE 

We have pleasure in reproducing two photos taken in 
R.I.L. 's Kobe Office during a small gathering held on the 
occasion of the transfer of management from Mr J.P. 
Roosegaarde Bisschop to Mr A.N. Bouvy on September 
r7th. The first photograph shows from left to right : Mr 
Ph. Bangert, Mr J.P. Roosegaarde Bisschop, Mr I. Yagi, 
Mr Y. Tomita and Mr A.N. Bouvy. 
On September 30th Mr A.A.J.B. Masseur, R.l.L.'s out
going Manager for Japan (see also another article in this 
issue) visited the Kansai to bid farewell to the office staffs 
in Osaka and Kobe. 
In the afternoon there was a gathering in R.I.L.'s Kobe 
office, which was also attended by the Masters and Senior 
Officers of m.v. STRAAT MAGELHAEN and m.v. NrJKERK of 
the Holland East Asia Line. 
On behalf of the Kobe staff Mr Bouvy and Mr T omita 
wished Mr Masseur a good trip home, a happy retirement, 
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good health and long li fe. Mr Masseur in his reply thanked 
everybody for their cooperation during his term of office 
in Japan and concluded by wishing everybody the best of 
luck and Sayonara. 

In the second photograph Mr Tomita is seen addressing Mr 
Masseur. From left to right: Mr A.A.J.B. Masseur, Mr M. 
de Groot, Chief Engineer of m.v. STRAAT MAGELHAEN, 
Capt. L. Zwolsman, Master of m .v. NIJKERK and Mr 
J.H.V. v. Asch, Chief Officer of this vessel. Mr M. 
Yoshioka, Mr Y. Tomita, Mr C.G. de Hoog, Chief En
gineer of m.v. NIJKERK, and Mr. A. Sakai. 

PERSONALITI ES 
Mr J.R. Van Osselen returned to Hong Kong from H ome 
Leave on October 29th. 
Mr E.P. Dumas, General Manager Traffic Hong Kong 
Head Office, who left Hong Kong for the N etherlands 
in June on Home Leave, has left the service of the 
Company. 
The R.l.L. Post understand that Mr Dumas is joining a 
Netherlands shipping Company in Holland, and we wish 
him all the best for the future. 
Mr H. Egberink , Marine Superintendent HK HO, left 
Hong Kong on October 28th by air for Australia on a 
short business visit. 
Mr M.W. Pen nell, R.I.L. Sydney, who left Australia for 
Japan on October 2nd, arrived at Hong Kong on October 
27th. Mr Pennell , who is accompanied by his wife and 
daughter, will return to Australia by m.v. TJIWANG I on. 
November sth. 
Mr M. Yoda, R.I.L. Osaka, will make an orientation trip 
to Australia towards the end of October. 
Mr T .C. Kruyt, who retired from R.I.L. in 1958 after 
holding the post of Manager for Japan, is making a 
holiday trip to the Far East. Mr Kruyt arrived at H ong 
Kong by m.v. VIcTORIA on October 26th, to depart for 
Japan by m.v. 0LDEKERK on October 31st. Mr Kruyt will 
again pass through H ong Kong early D ecember. 



FAREWEL L MR J.M. VON GLAHN 

On August 28th, a farewell luncheon was arranged on 
board m.v. RuYs in Capetown for Mr J.M. von Glahn, 
Chief Engineer ex m.v. TJIMANUK, who will retire from 
the Company after expiration of his H ome Leave. 
Since Mr von Glahn would not visit H ong Kong before 
his departure for the Netherlands from Cape Town by 
m.v. )AGERSFONTEIN early September, Managing Directors 
requested Captain C.H. Gosselink, Master of m.v. RuYs, 
to act as host. 
The luncheon was attended by the Etat-Major of m.v. 
RuYs, the Master and Chief Engineer of m.v. ScHOUTEN, 
R.I.L.'s Agents at Cape Town and Captain J.v.d. Vliet 
(ex K.P.M.). 
Captain Gosselink, in addressing Mr von Glahn on behalf 
of Managing Directors, briefly outlined Mr von Glahn's 
career, which commenced on February 7th, 1929 when 
he joined K.P.M. as 5th Engineer. H e served on board 
various K.P.M. vessels until the end of the Pacific War 
and in 1945 worked for some months at K .P.M.'s Sydney 
office as Asst. Surveyor. Mr von Glahn joined R.I.L. in 
January 1949, an d attained the rank of Chief Engineer in 
January 1954 when serving on board m.v. MAETSUYCKER. 
In 1947 Mr von Glahn was highly commended by K.P.M.'s 
Managing Directors for his outstanding work in helping 
to extinguish a serious lire which broke out in holds No. I 
and VI of m .v. RuYs. In recognition of his achievement, 
Mr von Glahn had also been presented with a memento. 
In February 1959 Mr von Glahn was posted to the new 
m.v. T pMANUK during vessel's "finishing touches" in the 
Netherlands. H e served on board this vessel until August 

25 YEARS SERVICE ANNIVERSARY 

MR J . P . DU BOIS 

O n August yd Mr J.P. du Bois, Chief Engineer of m.v. 
TJILIWONG, celebrated his 25th service anniversary with the 
Company. The occasion was marked by a gathering on 
board m.v. TJILIWONG at Sydney on September 19th, 
which was attended by the Etat-Major of this vessel, the 
No. I Engine room, Boatswain and Chief Steward. Also 
present were Captain J.M. de Bruijn, Master of m.v. 
TJIWANGI and Mr P.C. Spuybroek, Chief Engineer of this 
vessel, Captain W . Vader Mzn, Master of m.v. STRAAT 
LoMBOK and Mr M. Berrevoets, the Chief Engineer, and 
several members of R.I.L.'s Sydney office. 
Unfortunately Mr J. van Bochove, R.I.L.'s General Manager 
for Australia and New Zealand, was unable to attend this 
function. The Assistant General Manager, Mr J.J. van 
Mourik deputized for him. 
On behalf of Managing Directors, Mr van Mourik 
addressed Mr du Bois recalling his service record with 
R. l.L. H e also thanked him for his very loyal and faithful 
service and wished him "all the best" for the future. 
After reading the telegrams which were received from 
Managing Directors in Hong Kong and Amsterdam . and 
various other R .I.L. offices, Mr van Mourik presented Mr 
du Bois with a Company's memento - a tape recorder. 
Captain C. Baak, Master of m.v. TJILIWONG, then addressed 
Mr du Bois, praising his pleasing character. On behalf of 

r96o, when, for reasons of health, he had to leave her at 
Durban. 
Captain Gosselink, on behalf of Managing Directors, 
thanked Mr von Glahn for his va luable services and con
clu ded his speech by wishing the parting Chief Engineer 
a pleasant leave and very happy future. 
Captain v.J . Vliet, in a short speech, recalled the "old 
Jays" when he had served with Mr von Glahn. 
Mr von Glahn, in replying, expressed his heartfelt thanks 
for the kind words, and in conclusion requested Captain 
Gosselink to convey his appreciation to Managing Directors 
for having afforded him the opportunity w be the guest 
of honour at a farewell luncheon on board m. v. RuYs. 
The photograph, with Mr von Glahn in the centre, was 
taken on board m.v. RuYs. 

the ship's Officers he handed him a sealed envelope "with 
the purpose that Mr du Bois may satisfy his craving for 
indulging in the purchase of long-playing records". 
Mr du Bois replied to the speeches in a few well chosen 
words and in conclusion proposed a toast to R.I.L. 
The pllotograph shows Captain C. Baak making the 
presentation to Mr du Bois. 

JUBILEES 
Mr W.M. de Haan will celebrate his 25th service anni
,·ersary with J.C.J.L.f R.I.L. on November 30th, 1960. 
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Th is photograph j·hows part of the port o f Singapore. A z'es,·d of the H OUT M AN·type cun 
be seen berthed alongside the quay (the fifth vessel counting from the left bottom corner) . 

The fact that during October I 960 nineteen R .l.L. vessel,- employed in eight differenl 
.>ervices called at Singapore illustrates the importance of this port to R .l.L. 

NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new 
R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment : 

Mr J .L. Bakels 4th Officer 
, B.). Kosse 

.Mr R.j. Meyer 
, M.C . Pick 

~rh Officer 
Emplove Manila 

EXAMINATION RESULT S 

O ur congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr ) . I. . van Schoondragcr 
.. G. Bos 
.. H. Bijl 
, F. de Graaf 
,. C D. b. H ey 
.. Ch ,\·.d . Laan 

2nd Officer 
.jth Engineer 
'jth 

I 
A 
J\S\\' 
VD 
A 
V I) 

7 -~· 1 960 
l) ·9·196o 

2~·8- rg6o 
30·]· 1 ~}60 
21-9-196o 
21>·7-1960 

LEAVING <OR LEFT > SERVICE 

M r C . l'anning.1 
.. H .j . Frowcin 

M. Krul 
W.j . Eysink 

, . W .j. Schaap 
G .\V. Hohbclink 

, l..H.F. van ·Luykcn 
R. Dorrestcyn 

, D. Kuiper 
D.H . Furnish 
\V .) . Marshall 
B.W . Stroevc 
Yip Yuk Pui 

., Yuen \Vai Ton~ 

Ch Omen 
srd 
~rh , 
3rd Engineer 

" 5th , 
H. Employe 
H. Employe (R .S.) 
Employe (R .S .) 
Employe 

(R.S.) 
(R.S.) 

LEAVE 

The following personnel went on leave : 

Mr J. Dirkse \ •!r R. Stuart 

CJ\Vtl fl'l.{Ut.:~t 

,, ,, 
on m~dical ad,·icc 
own request 

, , 
on medical ad vice 
own rcq t lt~sr 

, H. Bouwm an 
, R. Klijnstra 

Ch . Engineer 
sth , F .O.E.G. Vis 

, ) .M. H ens 

51h Engineer 

Adjunc~' Chef 
,. M. Koek 

Those who returned are: 

Mr ,\ . Gcuns 
,. G . Bos 

T. van Ploeg 

Ch . Engineer 
posted to 
m . , . . SntAAT 'AN DIE:". I E:-.:-

-tth " , , ST RA:\'f B Al\"K :\ 

Ch . de Cuisine ,, RuYs 

PROMOTION 
Our congratulations go to the following officers, who were 
promoted to 5th E ng ineers : 
Mr H . Bijl 
, F . de Graaf 
,. Ch .,·.d . Laan 

rctroacti ve per 2H-8-196o 
30·7•1900 
26·7-19Go 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 
DURING OCTOBER 1960 

Captain W .. \ . Gid , Master of s.s. T r'"'"'no,, "'"' pos<ed to m .v. 
T[IS,I.DAN£ 

Captain ). \"t·rstceg. M:"tn ui m. , .. TJISH"' ~' , "'"' posted to s.s . 
TrrrosnoK 

lt is with deep regret that R .I.L. announce 
the death of Mr Wong Yun ( 1/t.it ), aged 
46, lately ~argo clerk on board m .v. 
ST RAA T ~1AGELHAEN, who succumbed 
to injur.ies received in an accident when 
vessel was in K obe on September 24th. 
Mr Wong joined the company in December 
1958, and served on board m .v. STRAAT 
MOZAMBIQUE until Aug ust this year. 
T o those who knew him he will be re
membered as a kind and helpful man who 
always discharged his duties sat isfactorily . 
Mr Wong is survived by his wife. two sons 
and three daughters. 

Y E OL..OE PfHNTE~IE L T C) 
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