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A very interesting article about the ones which did not get away. 

133 OKAZAKI-SAN AND ORCHIDS 
Mr T. Okazaki, Japanese A ssistant Manager, R .l.L. T okyo , 
who has served J.C.J.L. and R.l.L. since 1929, will retire from 
the Company as from September 9th 1960, on which day he 
will be 6o years old. 
This occasion will be covered in the October issue of the R.l.L. 
Post, but before eve bid farewell we would like to tell a typical 
" Okazaki-story ". Our thanks go to Mr T eshima, 11 very good 
friend of J. C .J.L. / R.I.L., who t·ontributed the article. 

M.V. STRAAT RIO AND S.S. TJIPANAS (I) 

AMSTERDAM 
An article on the home port of all ve.,·j·els flying the R.l.L.
wlours. Our thanks go to the Dienst der H avens en 
Handelsinrichtingen, Amsterdam, the Vereniging de Amster
danue Haven , the Socony Mobil Oil Co. Inc. New York, and 
last but not least R.l.L.'s Head Office at Amsterdam, for render
itJg their assistance. 
It will interest readers to know that m.v. TJIWANCI, when 
she was lying in the port of Amsterdam, prior to embarking 
on her first voyage, received special permission to fly the "jack" 
(" geusje ") containing the coat of arms of the City of 
Amj·terdam. 
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Including the carriage of a (small) locomotive. 
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- Renovation of the office of the Manager for H ong Kong 

and China. 
- Dutch Food Afloat; illustrated u ·ith photogmp!u which will 

make your mouth water! 
-Reports on the 25 years servic·e anniversary of Mr P.V.C.h'. 

Liebenschutz, R .I.L.'s Manager for Hong Kong and China, 
and Ca ptain S. fochems, Master of m .v. TJlT ARUM. 
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A WORD OF THANKS 

THE 25th of July will always be in my memory as one of the happiest 
days of my life. Although many of you could not be present, spread 

as you are all over the globe, I suppose you obtained a pretty good idea 
of the proceedings in the head office at Hong Kong on the day on which 
my 35 years' service with the Company was commemorated. But what you 
cannot have sensed is the atmosphere of deep feeling in evidence during 
the celebration, in the course of which as you know the high honour, 
which it has pleased Her Majesty Queen Juliana to bestow upon me, was 
presented by the Netherlands Consul-General, Dr H.C. Schoch. 

My colleague, Mr de Haan - Mr van Osselen, being away on home leave, 
much to my regret could not be present - had made " watertight 
arrangements " that neither telegrams nor letters would reach me before
hand, and therefore _the decoration came as a complete surprise. 

Although, as I said before, many of you could not personally be present, 
you were all represented through the kind messages you sent me and for 
which I am very grateful. 

I wish to repeat here a point which I brought up when replying to the 
various speeches- my feelings and conviction that all of you share in this 
honour, because in bestowing this distinction upon me, Her Majesty Queen 
Juliana undoubtedly wishes to give expression to Her feelings of appreciation 
for our joint efforts in successfully furthering Netherlands' interests through 
building a strong R.I.L. , enjoying goodwill in many parts of the world. 

For the benefit of the Chinese floating staff a translation I S gzven of 
Mr Veltman's words: 
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IN MEMORIAM 
We regret to report the death of Mr J. W. B. Everts on August 18th. 

The late Mr Evert<, former President Managing Director of Messrs K.P.M. (Batavia), after the war 
served on the Board of Directors of RIL until 1957· He was also a delegate member of the Board. 

Mr Everts was a man of outstanding abilities and character, he rendered great services to our Company 
and will always be remembered as the man who prewar took the initiative to start K.P.M.'s 
Africa-services, which now form such important part of RIL's liner system. 

OUT FISHING WITH CAPTAIN F.J. WOUDSTRA 

In this article I shall try to relate some of my experiences 
with fishing. I do not want to give the impression that 
I am an expert. I am fully aware that many of the readers 
will know just as much if not more than I do about fishing. 
But before I go into details, l~t me tell you how I came 
to take up this sport. 
In 1953 I was Master of a vessel sailing on the Sumatra 
coast. Since it was not easy to deal with the Authorities
Army, Customs, etc. - I was more often than not excited 
and nervous, a fact which did not pass unnoticed by the 
ship 's officers. One day the Chief Engineer, a very keen 
fisherman, said to me: " Captain, join me in fishing, and 
you will find how much it will ease your tension". Taking 
his advice, I took up this sport - or rather I started to 
learn fishing - because very soon I became aware of the 
fact that it was not as easy as it looked. However I was 
fortunate in having a very good teacher in our Chief 
Engineer; he taught me what kind of lines, hooks , baits 
and sinkers to use, the depth in which to fish , and where 
and when to fish. But the most important thing is to learn 
to be patient; I can tell you that this is not on! y of 
importance whilst fishing, but also in everyday life. If you 
can be patient you are able to relax, and since this wns 
my main purpose, my fishing has been a great success. 
For this sport you need some fishing gear - let us say 
three lines (nylon) with a different breaking point: for 
small fish YJ m.m. to ~ m.m. and for big ones 1 m.m. 
to r ~ m.m. The reels you buy in the shops are u o yards. 
You also need some rustless steel wire, a sinker, a small 
swivel, and some hooks, - then you are ready to fish when 
you have your bait. Small prawns or minnows are very 
good, but from experience I think the best bait is cuttle
fish, which is similar to squid, ink-fish and tjumi tjumi. 

Now I will tell you something about another kind of 
fishing, of which I did a lot when I was sailing on the 
New Guinea Coast. It is fishing by trailing the lines. 
To do this you need, of course, heavy lines. At least 
2 m.m. and 3 m.m. lines. They are quite expensive but 
it is not necessary to use very long ones. 
Then comes the question what kind of bait to use. Mostly 
I used a piece of white cotton so that the hook is just 
covered, but I had always a couple of spare wires ready 
with a red cotton covered hook and a yellow cotton hook. 
To start I lowered three different colours. As soon as I 
caught a fish on the white hook I changed the others 
because that was a sign they were hunting behind white 
bait etc. I learned this from the Papuans - they were fish
ing in the same way, and had their hooks prepared with 
white, brown, or black chicken feathers. 
A very important thing is the speed at which you trail. 
According to my idea 6 - 8 knots is the best, although a 
higher speeJ - to II knots - is alr ight when you are able 
to reduce speed immediately after the fish is on the hook, 
otherwise the chance that you pull the head off , or pull the 
hook through the jaw, is very great, owing to the resistance 
of the fighting fish. It is also very important to pull the 
line in with a steady speed to prevent the fish toppling 
over and getting free. The best results I had were with 
the ship's motorboat, or with a local boat with a 7 Y, 
horsepower outboard engine. You would think that when 
you have so many lines out aft they would get tangled 
up. I learned from the Bureau Zeevisserij in New Guinea, 
who are operating with a trawler, that as long as the line~ 
are lowered with different lengths, this rarely happens, so 
even when in a small motor boat with three lines, say of 
lengths of 35, 45, and 55 yards , tangling up practically 
never occurs. I had quite often 5 lines of different length 
out from the ship. 
I have caught hund reds and humlreds of kilos of fish by 
trailing, especially on the New Guinea Coast where hardly 
any fishing is done. 
A funny thing happened once, when I had a V.I.P. on 
board as a passenger, who asked whether he could do some 
fishing. 

( Cont. on page r4r I 



SHIPS OF YES T ERYEAR 

The J .C.J.L.-er of yesteryear, published in the August 
issue, was the TJIKARANC. 

s.s. TJIKARANG, delivered in February 1922, was built by 
the Nederlandsche Scheepsbouw Maatschappij, Amsterdam. 
She had a gross registered tonnage of 9,505 tons, summer 
deadweight of 12,730 tons, and balespace of 591,939 eft. 
She rendered assistance to the TJILEBOET off Ling Ting on 
April 6th, 1927. 

s.s. TJIKARANC met an unexpected end when - at the request 
of the Royal Netherlands Navy- she was scuttled by her 

own crew Jt Surabai:~ in March 1942. 

Again several readers submitted the correct name, and the 
winner - decided by means of a draw of the correct 
entries- is Mr A. W. Van Hemmen (HK HO VZ). 
Congratulations Mr Van H emmen , the price of HK$25 
will be remitted. 

The vessel shown in this issue was the eighth of the 
Company and witnessed both world wars. If you can 
name h er, please write to the Editor, who would like to 
receive your entry by 2oth September. Good luck! 

OKAZAKI-SAN AND ORCHIDS 

I n the early days of the Java-China-Japan Lijn in Japan, 
sugar bookings were one of the major operations of the 
company and were looked after by Mr Okazaki in 
Tokyo, since the head offices of all the importan t sugar 
refineries were there. It was therefore understandable for 
the Company to send on the occurrence of the death 
of a leading executive a wreath costing about ¥25, which 
was then a good amount of money, but certainly not 
one that would cost at least ¥250, then equivalent to 
US$8o. Such a wreath was sent to the funer:~l of a 
Director of one of the major sugar refineries in Japan, 
that took place in T.okyo in the early 1930s. The wreath 
consisted of all the expensive flowers of the day that 
money could buy, including a large variety of orchids; 
it carried the name of the Company, and nor of any 
individual. 

Here the actual orchid story begins, which takes us back 
to the year 1925. Orchid raising was then in vogue in 
Japan and very keen competition was waged between the 
Mitsui and Mitsubishi (Iwasaki) families. Both families 
spent fabulous amounts of money in search of rare orchids 
and a number of horticulturists were employed by each 
family to raise the best collection. Nevertheless, the 
Japanese climate and soil conditions did not allow them to 
achieve the standard aspired to. Enthusiasm gradually 
decreased, and the orchid market showed a sharp decline. 
It was in those days that a friend of Mr Okazaki invested 
all the money he had in orchid raising, as he thought 
that someday a boom would reward him by doubling his 
small fortune. However, with the market continuing to 
decline, he ran into heavy arrears, particularly in meeting 
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coal bills to keep warm the greenhouses, where he kept 
thousands of orchid pots. Finally he became insolvent, and 
one night he came to Mr Okazaki and begged for a loan 
of ¥100. Mr Okazaki granted the loan, but questioned 
his friend as to the disposal of the uncared-for orchids. 
Replied the friend: "the orchids arc yours". Mr Obznki 
hncl the orchids put in some old cans and shipped them off 
to Hachijo-shima, where he had been raising tropical 
palms. 

Years pa~sed by without hearing anything from the ill
fortuned friend, when news reached him from H achijo
shima .one day in the early 1930s that there was a buyer 
for the replanted orchids, who offered ¥roo.ooo (at the 
time some US$32,ooo). This was indeed surprising to 
Mr Obzaki, as he had never realized that rhe orchids 
could be worth so much, and he commenced a strenuous 
search for the original owner. 

(Cont. on page 139) 



THE R.I.L. POST takes pleasure in reproducing a fine photograph of a fine vessel -
m.v. STRAAT RIO. 

m.v. STRAAT RIO is of the same type as m.v. STRAAT MAGELHAEN (delivered 1958) 
and m.v. STRAAT VAN DIEMEN (delivered 1959), the major exception being that she 
has a slightly more powerful main engine. 
On the left: The bronze plate with the name of the shipyard where the vessel was constructed. 

THE FIRST ''TJIPANAS'' 
In the July issue of the R.I.L. POST we made a 
comparison between m.v. STRAAT RIO, the latest 
addition to the R.I.L. fleet (see above) , and s.s. 
TJIPANAS, J.C.J.L.'s first vessel. 
This brought back to M1· J.H. Hendriks Jansen, 
R.I.L.' s Representative in South America, some 
cherished memories, which we t1'Ust will be of interest 
to you all. 

One of the pecularities of the old TJIPANAS was that she 
was equipped with sails, one at the foremast and one at the 
mast aft. I remember that these sails, which at the time 
the vessel was built were considered a necessity in view 
of possible engine breakdowns, were still on board in 1929. 
The officers' cabins were situated in alleyways leading to 
the main deck. When bunkering coal, which was partly 
done through these alleyways, the entrance to the cabins 
at times was completely blocked. 
The vessel had no refrigerating machinery, and perishable 
foodstuffs were stored in a big icebox. The practice, when 
leaving for a longer trip, was to fill this box with icebars, 
meat, vegetables, etc. being stowed in whatever space was 
left. This however, was no guarantee that fresh meat 
would be available during the whole trip. I remember 
that once on a particularly long trip the meat was definitely 

"smelling", so that resort had to be made to corned beef. 
For some years she was employed in the so-called South 
China Service, and one of the most revolting types of cargo 
we ever carried was liquid molasses in very f.haky old 
drums, which used to spill their contents at the most 
unexpected moments. 
Space being very limi ted, Captain, Officers and passengers 
usually formed one happy family. The TJIPANAS normally 
carried only one or two first class passengers, who were 
given the free run of the ship, which of course was very 
much to their liking. Sometimes they made themselves 
very useful and I even remember the case of a passenger, 
who did the monthly cash statements for the Captain. 
When occasionally (admittedly with a strong current aft) 
she made more than ro knots, we were filled with pride, 
and I remember that the Captain, who was making his 
first trip, on several occasions told us that he considered 
her one of the best, if not the best in the fleet. 
She had one of the best sailing boats, I ever came across 
on vessels in our Company. This boat carried an enormous 
Chinese sail, and with all due respect to the gallant crew 
in the "De Ruyter" (refer page 99 of July issue, R.l.L. 
Post, Ed.), I still believe they would have had a hard time 
to beat her. 
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WHERE the oceans of the world approach the mainland 
of Europe; where the ancient Romans developed 

channels and used the navigable rivers to bind the out
posts of empire together; and at the point where the 
Amstel and IJ rivers intersect, is the lovely city of 
Amsterdam, capital of the Netherlands and one of this 
country's most important ports. 

During Roman times, this particular area was the site 
of very small fishing villages. The sea and the Rhine's 
spring freshets played havoc with the people, giving them 
little chance to plant the roots of an important city. But 
they built dikes and learned to control the water level in 
the Zuider Zee, the Amstel and the IJ to keep the land 
comparatively dry and habitable. In effect, this represented 
the beginning of the vast reclamation project by which, 
down through the centuries, Holland has literally stolen a 
country from the domain of Father Neptune. 

Historical records do n~t reveal the exact time when 
Amsterdam was first settled. It is reasonable to assume, 
however, that people lived near the present site in pre
Roman times. The first record of any settlement is found -
in a document dated 1275 found in the city's archives. 
This particular document proclaims that the people of 
Amstelredamme (dam by the Amstel River) were granted 
exemption from certain toll dues. This important paper 
thus establishes the starting point of the city's recorded 
history as well as the origin of its name. 
The city's actual rise and development into a commercial 
centre and world port started about 1578. This was the 
time when the Low Countries banded together to win 
independence from Spain. Previously, trade with the 
fabulous East and West Indies was the sole property of 
Spain and Portugal. From thence onward, however, Dutch 
vessels carried their share, a considerable part of which 
found its way into the port and through the commercial 
houses of Amsterdam. Trade mushroomed so rapidly that 
the town became much too small; hence plans were made 
for its extension and for improving its harbour. 
The "golden age", an age which most Amstcrdammers 
look back on with pride, was the 17th and early 18th 
Centuries. During this period, commerce, art, finance and 
literature flourished. It was probably one of the most 

135 

S KM 

\ 

&nd 1\hinepo:rt 

prosperous in the city's history, the time when it became 
the greatest market place in the then known world. Sole 
responsibility for this enviable position rested with the large 
fleet of Dutch vessels which sailed the seven seas to carry 
home the vital goods so badly needed by both H olland 
and her European neighbours. 

The French Revolution, followed by Napoleon's warlike 
ventures which finally resulted in French domination, put 
an end to Amsterdam's enviable trade and commercial 
posltlon. Even after the country's independence was res
tored, in r813, the city was slow to recover. Actually, 
signs of positive revival did not appear until after the 
opening of the first North Sea Canal in 1876 and the 
construction of a more direct connection with the Rhine 
River in 189~. 

The opening years of the 20th Century saw the city as one 
of the most important ports in Europe. And it continued 
to grow in spite of a temporary se1back during World 
War I. 

(Cont. next pagej 

The largest lock in the world, the IJ20 ft . long, c65 ft . wide and 
50 ft . deep North Lock at /fmuiden. 



The expansion caused the city fathers to pioneer in the 
field of scientific city planning and to evolve a master 
plan which would enable the town to expand in orderly 
fashion to accommodate the I,ooo,ooo people expected by 
the year 2000. 

World War II put a complete stop to the city's commercial 
activities. During September, 1944, the port suffered ex 
tensive damage. Ships were sunk, cranes destroyed and 
thousands of metres of quay walls were blown up, com
pletely paralyzing water-borne commerce. 

Following the liberation, energetic measures were taken to 
repair harbour damage so that vessels could enter the port 
with the goods vitally needed. In a little over five weeks 
from the date of liberation, the first ocean-going freighter 
steamed in from the North Sea, a welcome sight indeed to 
the sorely tried but happy citizenry. 

Since then, the city and its busy port have developed far 
beyond the wildest prognostications. Existing parts of the 
harbour have been enlarged and new docks built. One 
interesting feature of this new construction concerns the 
Jan Van Riebeeck Dock. Close by is a giant power station. 
The great quantities of cooling water used in the plant 
are released into the new dock in order to keep it ice-free 
during periods of heavy frost. Some of the present shore
side areas will also be used for future port expansion when 
traffic patterns and density dictate. 

For Amsterdam indeed is a rapidly expanding port. As 
a result of the continuously growing energy requirements 

AMSTERI 

and the industrial expansion of Western Europe since the 
war, bulk goods transportation showed a marked increase. 
In 1950 the amount of general cargo handled in Amsterdam 
was about as large as the amount of bulk goods, but the 
latter's share increased up to 65% . whereas the total sea
borne goods traffic doubled in the past ten years. This 
result was a.o. the result of the establishment of a new 
plant for the handling of coal and ore, the "overslagbedrij f 
Amsterdam" which was put into operation in 1956. 

International interest in Amsterdam as a grain port resulted 
in a project to add to the existing facilities a new grain 
terminal of great capacity, intended primarily for the 
transhipment of grain from large ocean-going carriers into 
smaller ships. 

The installation, which is to start operations in October 
1960, will have a berth of 1,200 feet length, with a water
depth of 50 feet, where giant grain carriers will be unloaded 
by four pneumatic suckers with a capacity of 300 tons per 
hour each. 

As might be expected, the entrance to the North Sea Canal 
at IJmuiden and the Rhine River connections have under
gone considerable development work over the years. The 
first is made up of four locks built as needed from 1876 
to 1930. The last one to be constructed is probably the 
largest in the world, measuring 1,312 feet by 164 feet with 
a depth over the threshold of 48 feet. On the Rhine side 
the new Amsterdam-Rhine canal opened in 1952, shortened 
the distance from the city to the great inland cities of 
Europe by some 25 miles and reduced sailing time to the 



HARBOUR 

river by almost so%. At Wijk bij Duurstede, where the 
waterway crosses the north branch of the Rhine to join the 
\Vaal, the south branch of the Rhine, locks have been 
built. These locks, among the largest inland waterway 
locks in the world (r,r8o feet by 59 feet with a threshold 
depth of 13 feet) in conjunction with the IJmuiden locks, 
keep Amsterdam's harbour tideless, a great asset when 
North Sea tide ranges are taken into consideration. 

In the tideless harbour, equipment and facilities are modern 
and well maintained. There are numerous warehouses on 
the quayside, good rail and truck connections, and the 
rather unique "dekschuiten" (flattopped barges) are avail
able when and wherever needed throughout the port. 
These latter, operated by one man, can carry 20 to 30 times 
as much as a truck using approximately the same power. 
They have additional advantages since they can be used 
for temporary storage and can steam along the network 
of canals running through the city, to serve the innumer
able commercial houses and warehouses that stretch along 
both banks. 

Old Amsterdam is also specialized in the handling of 
timber. Total yearly supply ranges between 0.5 and o.6 
million tons, consisting of timber from Skandinavian 
countries and tropical hardwood from Africa, Burma, 
Indonesia, Brazil and Central America. The supply of 
tropical hardwood was stimulated by the establishment of 
the modern warehouse " Houtveem" in 1950, having a 
storage capacity of so,ooo sq.m., situated along a r,ooo feet 
long deep water quay. More than so various kinds of 

. ( Photograph by Rotgrws) 

hardwood are regularly handled here with the aid of four 
six-ton level luffing cranes and four overhead travelling 
cranes with a lifting capacity of 7 ~ tons each. Amsterdam 
is one of the few European ports to dispose of a warehouse, 
specialized in handling and storing tropical hardwoods. 
A few years ago Amsterdam could only dispose of the old 
Petroleum Harbour put into operation in 188o. But since 
the opening of the Jan van Riebeeck Harbour in 1952 the 
incoming oil flow expanded considerably. Europe's largest 
independent oil storage plant, the Amsterdam T ank Storage 
Company "Amatex", is located here. 

Amsterdam's extensive and ultra modern port facilities 
contributed generously to the steadily increasing sea borne 
traffic. In 1950 not more than 4,480 ocean-going vessels 
arrived at the port of Amsterdam, their aggregate tonnage 
being 4,719,ooo N.R.T., but these figures leapt up to 7,219 
sea-going vessels with a total tonnage of ro,r47,ooo N .R.T. 
in 1959· 

For ages Amsterdam's shipbuilding and repairing industry 
produced a great variety of ocean-going vessels. Of its 9 
shipyards the Netherlands Dock and Shipbuilding COln
pany (N.D.S.M.) and the Amsterdam Dry Dock Company 
(A.D.M.) are the largest. Together these 9 shipyards have 
4 graving docks, 7 floating docks and 202 shipbuilding 
cranes. In 1956 N.D.S.M.'s newest graving dock, with a 
capacity of 6o,ooo tons, was put into operation. 

( Gout. next prtgc ) 



Amongst the ships built in Amsterdam are the passenger 
liners 0RANJE belonging to the " Nederland " Line, the 
OsLOFJORD, the flagship of the Norwegian Merchant Marine, 
and R.LL.'s TJISADANE, TEGELBERG and TJITJALENGKA. 
Far greater in number than these liners are the tankers 
built, regularly measuring 39,000 dwt, a.o. the Esso 
AMsTERDAM, which started her maiden voyage not long 
ago. Other specialities include dredging material of various 
types and luxury ships, viz. yachts built for royalty and 
millionaires. 

In support of the excellent harbour and its facilities is the 
big wealthy city Itself, the largest industrial area in the 
Netherlands. Trade in a wide variety of commodities has 
given rise to the establishment of more import-export firms, 
agents, commissioners and brokers than can be found any
where else in the world. Backing this up is an extremely 
rich and powerful banking and insurance business, where 
funds for operating capacity are obtained. Also many 
Dutch shipping companies have made Amsterdam their 
H eadquarter, R.l.L. being one of them. And one can 
never omit the fabulous diamond industry which, in spite 
of a major setback during the war, still gives the city 
the name "diamond centre of the work!". It is truly a 
busy place, and has made a remarkable comeback in the 
relatively short space of 15 years since the end of World 
War II. 

The growth of the Rhine trade and the city fathers' con
tinuing program to attract new industry to the area, 
particularly west of the ci ty where reclamation of below
sealevel land is being carried ou t, spells nothing but success 
for Amsterdam's future. The outward growth of the 
metropolis is taken care of admirably by the master plan 
for systematically expanding the city to care for the anti
cipated increase in population. And in the harbour itself 
a similar plan for expansion, which includes the construc
tion of tunnels under the River IJ and new docking areas, 
is also in existence. Traffic growth will demand the plan 
be put in operation, since the harbour has several ad
vantages that make it extremely . attractive, particularly to 
ship owners with cargoes destined for inland waterway 
ports in western Europe. It will be interesting to see what 
eventually happens to Amsterdam during the closing years 
of the 2oth century . . . . 

The photographs (by Wolf jA.H.) , from top to bottom, 
show: The discharge of timber, for which cargo special 
storage facilities exist; transhipment of general cargo into 
Rhine vessels and flatdecked barges; centuries old ware
houses which to this day serve their useful purpose; 
activities in a local shipyard. 



Passengers on board m.v. TJILUWAH were recently entertained by the colourful Pipe 
Band of the Singapore Harbour Board Reserve, who played on the occasion of vessel's 
first trip to Australia. 

Okazaki-san and Orcllids- coiJt. from page 133. 

Months and months passed without success, but at last 
after about a year news reached him that the man was 
peddling Chinese noodles on a handdrawn cart, somewhere 
in the outskirts of Yokohama. 
Mr Okazaki invited him to his home and disclosed that 
there was a buyer for his orchids, offering ¥xoo,ooo. T his 
was indeed a story that he had never thought of hearing. 
Sitt~ng in front of Mr Okazaki, he actually pinched his 
thighs to make sure he was not dreaming. Mr Okazaki 
told the man that the money was his, less the ¥100 which 
he had loaned and some odd yen for railage from T okyo 
to Hachijo-shima. The man did not wish to accept the 
money and there was quite some argument between them, 
each renouncing the title to the money offered. After long 
discussions however the money was divided somehow, and 
soon afterwards the man started a florist's shop in Tokyo. 
Business throve, and orders were secured from the Imperial 
Hotel, the Daiichi Hotel, and leading restaurants in Tokyo, 
who were then the major buyers of cut flowers. 
Whenever Mr Okazaki required flowers, he naturally made 
a point ordering from this flower shop. For the funeral 
occasion mentioned above he ordered a wreath costing ¥25. 
The shop accepted the order, but the grateful shopowner 
made such a big wreath that it had to be delivered to the 
funeral site on a large truck. For any other customer at 
least ¥250 would have been asked for such a wreath. 

Thomas Hardy said in one of his works, " to a subtle
souled person the absolute gratuitousness of :1 n act of 
reparation is an inducement to perform it." In this inter
pretation Mr Okazaki is certainly a subtle-souled person, 
and it was not "an act of reparation." 

MELBOURNE - KOBE 
DIRECT BY R.I.L. 

On the occasion of m.v. TJIWANGI's first voyage from 
Australia to Japan direct (dep. Brisbane August sth, I96o) , 
the Lord Mayor of Melbourne wrote the following to the 
Mayor of Kobe: 

Town Hall, Melbourne 

My Dear Mr Mayor, 

Lord Mayor's Room 
July 28th, 1900. 

It is my privilege to convey to you, by the hand of Captain 
J.M. de Bruijn of the m.v. TJIWANGI, greeting and good 
wishes from the City of Melbourne to the people of Kobe, 
and to yourself, on the occasion of the inaugural voyage 
of the new service between our cities. Kobe and Melbourne 
will be, respectively, the Japanese and Australian terminal 
ports of this service, to be operated by two fine 13,000 ton 
vessels, and I am sure that it will be of great benefit in 
enabling a frequent and rapid interchange of visitors 
between our countries and our cities. 

Captain de Bruijn has kindly offered to convey my greetings 
to you and I trust that good fortune may always attend 
his ship and those who sail with him . 

With my cordial regards to you, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Bernard Evans 

Lord Mayor of Melbourne 
Australia 
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CAPTAIN H. ZEYLSTRA, 
Master o f m.v. VAN 

HEEMSKERCK, has made quite 
a name for himself as a marine 
photographer, and many of our 
readers will have been able to 
admire his photographs in various 
other publications. 

We are therefore glad to advise that 
the R.I.L. Post is now in a position 
to reproduce some of his excellent 
work. 

This month we take pleasure in 
printing two photographs by 
Captain Zeylstra, one showing m.v. 
SCHOUTEN in the Indian Ocean 
en route to Lyttelton, New Zealand, 
and the other when she is about 
to enter that port. 
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R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

m. v. Tjinegara on its twenty-second voyage eastward sailed 
from Buenos Aires on July 31st with 886 tons of frozen 
meat for the Far East, the largest quantity of frozen meat 
ever carried by any R.I.L. vessel. 

s.s. Karsik upon completion of her voyage in Extra Employ 
Far East/ Africa, commenced loading for the outward leg 
of one roundtrip Union and Portuguese East Africa/ 
Australia. 

m.v. Sigli, en route from Port Swettenham to Brisbane, 
specially called at Cairns on July 30th, to disembark 
Boatswain Ho Woon To ( fiiJ:l:ff!: [Slj ), who had bllen 
serious! y ill. 

* * * 

m.v. Sinabang - plying in R.I.L.'s South Pacific Service 
recently carried a r6 ton diesel locomotive from Devonport 
(Tasmania) to Bangkok. 

The locomotive- to be followed by a second t,nit- is a 
gift under the Colombo Plan and will be used to haul 
lignite or coal from a mine to a power station. 

The Photograph shows the locomotive being discharged by 
own gear at Bangkok. Inset : loading at Dcvonport. 

Our thanks go to Mr G. Potjewijd, Master of m.v. 
S/NABANG, and Messrs Diethelm & Co ., R.l.L. Agents 
at Bangkok . for providing us with the photographs. 

Out Fishi11g with Captaill IVoudstra- cont. from page I ]2 . 

We invited him along, gave him a line and explained 
what he had to do. We advised him under all circum
stances to hold on, and not to forget that it would be 
an anormous pull when one came on. So we started, 
and the first one who got a fish on his line was, of course, 
the V .I.P., and later on it proved to be the biggest catch 
of that afternoon (a so lbs. tengiri). Three of us were 
sitting on the poop and he was sitting behind us. Suddenly 
we heard a yell and there he went. Just in time we caught 
both his legs otherwise he would have gone over the 
side. It took us about 20 minutes to get the monster 
(I mean the fish) into the boat, ami our passenger then 
knew what fishing was - both his hands were raw. 
On the Australian coast I fished quite a bit on the Great 
Barrier Reef. Every morning from 6 till 8 a.m. my lines 
were out, and every afternoon from 4 till 6 p.m., and 
prac:ically every time we caught a couple of very good-sized 
kingfish- to the great joy of the crew, who had them for 
dinner. 
The biggest fish I ever caught was a 14-foot shark on the 
roads of Sorong, about 1000 yards off Doom Island. It was 
always said that there were no sharks there, and people 
were swimming and aquaplaning. 
It is my habit that wherever I am, I always throw out 

a line to s~e if 1 ha\·e some luck. So just for fun. at 
about Io o'clock, I put a ~ m.m. line with o r " hook 
in my pocket; and after I had made my round, I dropped 
the line and waited. At about II o'clock when the Agent 
came on board, I still had not caught anything, and I 
gave the line over to a sailor and asked him to keep an 
eye on it till I was back. About IO minutes later some
body came to tell me that there was a big fish on the line 
- so I ran aft. It was a very big one, you could feel it, 
only we didn't know what it was. Thank goodness it was 
a long line, so every time it pulled I could give way and 
slowly pull back when it gave in. This went on for over 
1 yi hours and then for the first time we could see what 
it was - a tremendous shark. How to get this thing on 
board ? We played around with it for about Y, hour 
more and then our motorboat went over with the 3rd 
officer and some papus and lines. The 3rd officer had 
made a kind of a lasso, and he was lucky to throw i t 
over its tail, so at long last we were on the winning side. 
They had just secured the line when the shark gave an 
enormous jerk and my line broke; the motorboat nearly 
capsized, but we had him. Slowly we towed the monster 
alongside and hoisted him on board with a cargo derrick. 
It was 2 p.m. We weighed the shark and it was 330 lbs. 
From then on aquaplaning and swimming were dis
continued on the roads of Sarong. 



SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

These photographs, showing relatives of officers serving 
aboard m. vs. STRAAT BALI (left) and BoissEVAIN, were 
taken at the Grand Hotel "Gooiland" at Hilversum, on 
July 14th, when recordings were made for the broadcast 
to the respective vessels. 

These two boys look intently on the radar screen on board 
m.v. BoissEVAIN. They were among a party of children 
of Dutch staffmembers in Hong Kong, who were recently 
taken on a conducted tour to this passenger vessel. 
Needless to say that all of them had ample opportunity to 
satisfy their curiosity and explore the vessel inside out. 

On September 9th, the broadcast will be directed to m.v. 

STRAAT CooK as West Ship and m.v. STRAAT VAN DIEMEN 

as East Ship. The West Ship will be in the vicinity of 

Bombay on that date, and the East Ship in Durban. 

OPEN LETTER 
Soest, 30 Juli 1960. 

Geachte Redactie, 

Aangezien het voor mij schier ondoenlijk is een ieder 
persoonlijk te bedanken voor de telegrafische gelukwensen 
bij mijn 25-jarig dienstjubileum, roep ik gaarne Uw 
medewerking in om via de kolommen van de R.I.L. Post 
allen hartelijk dank te zeggen. 

On October x6th, 1959 Mr P.J. 
Millaard, Chief Officer of m .v. 
STRAAT JoHORE, had the misfortune 
to fall from the tunnel in lower 
hold 5, while the vessel was in the 
port of Newcastle, Australia. As a 
consequence both his legs were 
partly paralyzed and Mr Millaard 
has been in hospital ever since. 

We are now glad to report that 
at the end of July Mr Millaard had 
sufficiently recovered to travel to 
the N etherlands. He was fare
welled at Sydney by many of his 
friends, including personnel from 
R.I.L.'s office at Sydney, who were 
glad that this popular officer could 
again walk from the terminal across 
the termac to the waiting plane 
(some 40 or 50 yards), ascend the 
aircraft's gangway, and settle him
self in his seat without assistance. 

The R .I.L. Post wishes Mr Mi/laard 
a speedy and complete recovery. 

A. G. DE RomJ. 



CAPTAIN C. DE WOLFF 
CaptaiD C. de Wolff was the guest of honour :~t :.1 farewell 
luncheon on July 22nd at lnterocean House, H ong Kong, 
on the occasion of his impending retirement. 

The luncheon was also attended by Captain P.A.J.v.d. Berg, 
who succeeded Captain de Wolf! as Master of m.v. 
STRAAT T onnES, and Mr F.L.Th.M. Pietersma, acting Chief 
Engineer of this vessel. 

Mr Veltman, in addressing Captain de Wolff, said that 
he was happy to be in a position to personally say goodbye 
to him at Hong Kong. 

H e recalled that Captain de Wolff, who joined K.P.M. in 
1927 anu IU.L. in 1949, had successfully been in command 
of several R.l.L. vessels since 1951 ami, as Captain of s.s. 
TJIBADAK in February 1953• he had been specially com
meuded for the excellent manner in which the ''Great 
Survey" had been carried out. 

Mr Veltman continued by stating that Captain de Wolff is 
known to many as the Captain with the "priv:lte yacht" 
(m.v. STRAAT BANKA) and the "private port" (Bali) - the 
latter in connection with his former suggestions to call 
there - and subsequently made mention of his excellent 
ability as a navigator, and as host to passengers. 

On behalf of Managing Directors in Amsterdam and 
Hong Kong, Mr Veltman thanked the departing Captain 
for his valuable services and cooperation, wishing him all 
the best for the future. 

Captain de Wolff in reply stated that he found it some-

PERSONALITI ES 
Mr W.M. de Haan left Hong Kong on August r6th for 
a short business trip to Sydney. 

Mr P.V.C.E. Liebenschutz, who returned from home leave 
on August 6th, has again taken up the post of i\tfanager 
for Hong Kong and China, relieving Mr P.A. de Loos 
who went on Home Leave on August 13th. 

Mr E.M. van Rhoon previously R.I.L. 's M~tnager for 
Indonesia, will take over the management of R.I.L.'s 
Freight Department H.K. H.O. from Mr F. Terwogt in 
the middle of September. Subsequently Mr Terwogt will 
take over the management of the Planning, Conferences 
and Tariffs Department from Mr J.M. Hens, who will 
then proceed on Home Leave. 

Mr G.M. Pliester, Manager of R.I.L.'s Passage Department, 
H.K. , H.O. , left on a short business trip to Japan on 
August 24th. Mr Pl iester will return by m.v. TpwANGJ. 

Mr A. Nunninkhoven, Passage Department Amsterdam 
H ead Office, retired on August 3oth , 1<)6o, after more than 
3H years service with the Company. Mr Nunninkhoven 
originally worked in the Far East (Batav ia, Makassar, 
Srmarang); as from February rst, 1947 in the Netherlands. 

Tile pl1otograph sl10tvs from I. to r. .\leurs f. F. Eghcrinli. 
f . Vroom, F. Houwing (Agent /lccra), Aye Kumi ( CIIairman 
of !he Jndmtrial Development Carport/lion of Gllcllla and 
.\linister wi!hout portfolio ). 

Tl1e 1'1101ograph shows from I. to r. Messrs IV. H de H11u11 
C. Jc Wolff, A.H. Veltman. . ' 

wha t difficult to express his feelings now he was about to 
leave the Company. H e expressed gratitude of having been 
told that .he had served the c;omp~ny satis.factorily adding 
that he had .never regretted lliS deCisiOn to JOin R.I.L., and 
that he cons1dt:red the period with R.I.L. as the highlight 
o£ his life. 

Captain de Wolff concluded by proposing a toast to the 
Company: " Behouc.len Vaart En Volle Schepcn " . 

WEST AFRI CA 
Mr J. F. ~~berink , R.l.L.' s General Manager for Africa , 
recently v1s1ted Wes~ Africa, being accompaniec.l along the 
coast fro~1 D~u~la v1a Port .Harcourt, Lagos/ A papa, Accra, 
Takoraclt, AbidJan, Monrovia, Freetown , and back to Lagos 
by Mr ]. Vroom, R.I.L.'s Inspector in West Africa. 

The purpose of the visit was mainly to introduce Mr 
V.room - R.l.L.'s ~r~t Inspector in :-vest Africa- to Agents, 
chents and authorlt!es, and for th1s purpose a number of 
functwns were arranged on board m.v. VAN oER H AGEN. 



" It's unique for the port of Auckland- three Dutch ships at one berth ", begins a front 
page new s article in the "Auckland Star" of August 6th , when m.vs. VAN CL OON, 
VAN NOORT and VAN W AERWI]CK called simultaneously at this N ew Zealand port, 
occupying the complete length of the eastern side of the Queen's Wharf. As a matter of 
interest we may mention that the Masters of these three vessels (;-/zown in the plzotograph 
below) have a combi?ted J·ervice record of approximately 1 00 years! 

NEW PERSONNEL 
A hearty welcome is extended 
R. I.L .'ers who rccemly took up 

~[r J .C. v:tn Vccn 
, !\. Veldman 
, l'.M.E. Rogc·r, 

J). Bicncfcl t 
t\.C. I lubt 

, C.M.A. van Vugt 
, G.J.W. Meijncn 
, J. de Rooy 
, J .A. Visser 
, J.ll. van dcr Wal 

to the following 
employment : 

4th Officer ,, " 
Appr. Engi ncer 

E1;; plo) C i)urL;m 
HK 110 
L-lK Mi l 
HK 110 

EXAMINATION RESULTS 

JleW 

Uur congratulations go to the following officers, who passcJ 
exami nations as ind icated below: 
il!r H . van Durland 
, A.J. Gcrbcrs 
, E . v.tn J.arcn 
, C.D. uc Jong 
, B. Robhcrtscn 
, C.J. van Donk 
, J.R. Evcn z 

3r<l Oflicer 

" " , 
2ntl Engineer 
ytl 
4th 

" 

Th.II 
11 
II 
Th .C 
II 
A 
A 

' · 7·(~, 
1.7.f•o 

' 5·7-60 
·1·7.(<) 

21.7-00 
l .j.(<J 

7·7·00 

LEAVING ( OR LEFT ) SERVICE 
ll!r F.C .M. van \Vcnsvccn 
, A. Kisjcs 
, J. Zonnevcld 

3rt! Officer 
Adj. Chef 

" 

own request 

LEAVE 
T he following pcrsonucl 
lvfr D. Kuiken Ch. 011. 
, G. Poth~rst ~ntl , 
, G. Vcrkerk , 
, R. Hoi 3rd 
, R . j . Vlcerbos ~ th , 
, G.J. DMcs Ch. Eng. 
, F. Titn1ncnn:ln , 
, D . Hardcnbcrg 5th 

went on le:l\'e : 
Mr W.C.j. !Ioogbnd 
, 1-l.j. van Hurik 
, R.E.v.tl . jagt 
,, P. Proscc 
, H.J. Schaap 
, i\.G.P.~I. van 

O nzcnu<Jrt 
, W. Rurs 

5th Eng. 

Employe 

" 

T hose who returucJ an: : 

Mr S.G. Vricnd 

, \'f. S~haaf>tna 
, J.R . Prim 

A.N. Bouvr 

Ch . Orticcr 

Ch. Eng. 
5th Eng. 
1\ dj. Chd 

f'VJtcd lu 

111. v. T u;tLOt·.Rc; 

, S ·rRH l' Jt\Ll 

, STR.,AT /v.lo\ L-'l>K., 
Kobe 

From left to right: Capt. B. de Blank ( Master of m.v. 
VAN NOORT), Capt. f. f . H azelhoff ( Master of m.v. 
VAN WAERWJ]CK) a11d Capt. ]. van Macklenberg 
( Master of m.v. VAN CLOON) . 

YE Ol.DE PRI NTERIE , LTD. 
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